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Prologue

JUSTLIKEHE’Ddoneforthepastfifteenyears,MasonFirthplannedto

unwraphismother’sChristmaspresenttwenty-threedaysearly.

Andjustlikeeverytimethelatestreceptionistinhisfather’sDenverlaw

firmplacedabrown-paperedparcelonhisdesk,theknotofhisItaliansilk

tieconstrictedhisbreathing.Hismotherhadbeengoneforwhatfeltlikea

lifetime,buteveryChristmas,apresentfromherfounditswaytohimfrom

anunknownsender.

“Thankyou,Cathryn.”Hebarelyglancedattheyoungblondehovering

byhiselbow.Lastweekhe’dattemptedtohelphersettleintohernewjob

andmadethemistakeofaskingwhatherChristmasplanswere.Eversince

then,hecouldn’tmisstheredsweepofhermattelipsortheincreasing

potencyofherperfume.

“You’rewelcome.”

Hisattentionremainedont
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