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A study of Jhumpa lahiri’s works from the third spatial perspective

Abstract

In essence, Man and space are a kind of double constructive relationship. Man changes
space, and at the same time space shapes man. Grasping the dialectical relationship between
people and space is an important way for people to confirm their self-orientation in
cross-space communication. As an important factor of self-construction of Indian immigrant
groups in her works, the change of space reverses the mode of thinking of immigrant groups.
Therefore, it is of great significance to interpret the connotation of her works from the
perspective of space. Based on Edward’s theory of the third space, this paper focuses on the
analysis of her characters’ self-cognition and pursuit in different levels of space, thus reveals
the ideological connotation of her works and its thinking and enlightening significance on
how people deal with the relationship between self and space in the current cultural
globalization space.

In addition to the Introduction and the Conclusion, the main body of this paper is
composed of four parts.

In the introduction part, author Jhumpa lahiri and her works are introduced in detail, and
the research methods and innovations of this paper are pointed out, finally, the theoretical
basis of this research is described as the third space theory of Edward, and the rationality of
studying her works from the third space theory is pointed out.

The first part mainly works in the physical space as the main content of the entire chapter.
The transformation and displacement of physical space play an important role in her works,
which has a direct bearing on the cultural identity of the characters in her works. This chapter
focuses on the two major regional spaces of “America”and “India”, and explores the
emotional attitude of the immigrant group toward these two regional spaces from the daily life
of the immigrants, thus reveals them in the struggle between the two, lost and suffering.

The second part focuses on the analysis of the self-seeking practice of the Indian
immigrant groups in her works. They try to rebuild their collective cultural identity through
the symbolic “Imaginary space”to resist the oppression of the mainstream culture, or as an
entrance to the mainstream culture to construct their new cultural identity.

The third part analyzes the immigrant individuals who can adjust their self-thinking and
successfully remold their self-consciousness in cross-cultural communication, then, the author
explores the ideas and ways that the immigrant group should follow in the cross-cultural
communication, and the breakthrough of the dualistic thinking mode and the appeal of the
pluralistic thinking concept.
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The last part is to explore the inspiration of the third space theory to our contemporary
global society. The development of social globalization broadens the space of people’s
existence and development, and space becomes an important factor that affects people’s life.
In the globalized society, only by setting up individual space consciousness and pluralistic
and open space concept can people adapt to the pluralistic and open globalization society.

The epilogue summarizes the significance of the study of the emotional changes of the
characters in the works of Lahiri from the perspective of geography and space.

Key Words: Jhumpa Labhiri; third space; immigrant literature; cultural identity
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