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Abstract

Positive attribution of mathematics performance is not only beneficial to junior
secondary students' performance in mathematics, but also to teachers' ability to tailor
their work to their students' needs. The research study found that on the whole junior
secondary students attributed their success or failure in mathematics examinations to
their own efforts; for the top students, they attributed their success to interest, while the
middle students attributed their success or failure more to effort, and for the
underachievers, they attributed their failure to effort. This paper analyses the factors that
influence such attributions of junior high school students both internally and externally,
with students' attribution styles, achievement motivation, teacher behaviour and family
factors. In response, the paper suggests that students' attitudes towards learning can be
corrected, harmonious teacher-student relationships established, students' interest in
learning stimulated, correct attribution patterns established and reasonable goal
orientations established, with a view to improving junior secondary students'

achievement attributions in mathematics.

Keywords: junior high school; mathematics; academic achievement attribution
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