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Abstract

Abstract

The realization of collective prosperity is the essence of our country's
socialist modernization. The large income gap between urban and rural residents is
a problem that must be solved to achieve the goal of common prosperity. At
present, it is in urgent need of a new power to narrow the income gap between
urban and rural residents. As a booster for the development of rural areas,
e-commerce plays a positive role in broadening the income channels of farmers
and improving their weak position in market trading. The problems of "agriculture,
rural areas and farmers" are mainly due to the backward economic development in
rural areas, the low level of education of farmers themselves and the low
agricultural productivity. In recent years, e-commerce has gradually become a new
driving force for economic development in rural areas, providing a new direction
and perspective for narrowing the income gap between urban and rural residents.
First, based on the theory of urban-rural dual economic structure, this paper
theoretically discusses the transmission mechanism of the impact of e-commerce
development on the income gap between urban and rural residents, and puts
forward the research hypothesis of this paper. Secondly, according to the entropy
method and Theil index, this paper measures and analyzes the income gap between
urban and rural residents and the development level of e-commerce in 31
provinces of China during 2013-2020. Furthermore, this paper measures the
development level of e-commerce from three dimensions: transaction index of
e-commerce, digital infrastructure and development potential of e-commerce.
Finally, this paper empirically examines the direct impact of e-commerce
development level on the income gap between urban and rural residents and
regional heterogeneity, and further explores the intermediary effect of urbanization
level between them.

Based on the above research, the following conclusions are drawn: First, from
2013 to 2020, the income gap between urban and rural residents in all provinces
showed a narrowing trend, and the development level of e-commerce increased

year by year; Secondly, the development of e-commerce helps to narrow the
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Abstract

income gap between urban and rural residents by reducing market transaction costs
and alleviating information asymmetry. Third, the impact of e-commerce
development on the income gap between urban and rural residents has regional
heterogeneity. Compared with the eastern region, e-commerce development in the
central and western regions has a more significant effect on reducing the income
gap between urban and rural residents. Fourth, the development of e-commerce
can promote the construction of urbanization and narrow the income gap between
urban and rural residents. Based on this, this paper puts forward the following
policy suggestions: strengthen the construction of rural information infrastructure;
Strengthen rural e-commerce personnel training; Promote the organic combination
of rural e-commerce and traditional industries; Building a rural logistics transport
system.

Keyword:Development of Electronic Commerce; Income Gap between Urban

and Rural Residents; Urbanization Level; Mediating Effects
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