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Overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: Numerous OECD countries have dramatically improved their municipal recovery rates over the past decade. As of 2021, Slovenia had the highest recycling rate, at 76.6 percent - up from less than 30 percent in 2010. Turkey has also seen recovery rates 
rise in the period, surpassing 13 percent in 2020. Meanwhile in Denmark, municipal waste recovery dropped from roughly 50 percent to some 33 percent in 2021. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2021 (or latest available, as indicated); material recovery refers to recycling and composting; * Figure is for 2020. ** Figure is for 2019. *** Figure is for 2018. Read more
Source(s): OECD 
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Municipal solid waste material recovery rates in selected countries 
worldwide in 2010 and 2021
Global municipal waste recovery rates 2010-2021, by select country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1317178/material-recovery-rates-worldwide-by-select-country
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1317178/material-recovery-rates-worldwide-by-select-country


Description: Slovenia and Germany had the highest municipal solid waste (MSW) recycling rates among OECD countries in 2021, at 58.5 and 46.3 percent, respectively. Meanwhile, South Korea boasted a recycling rate above 56 percent in 2020. Of the 10 highest 
ranked recycling rates within OECD, nine were European countries. In contrast, the recycling rate in Costa Rica was below four percent. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2021 (or latest available, as indicated)
Source(s): OECD 
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Municipal solid waste recycling rates in selected countries worldwide in 
2021
Global municipal waste recycling rate 2021, by select country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1052439/rate-of-msw-recycling-worldwide-by-key-country


Description: The generation of municipal solid waste in the United States has increased significantly over the past 60 years. In 1960, the North American country produced approximately 88 million tons of MSW, and by 2018 that figure had more than tripled, 
amounting to 292 million tons. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1960 to 2018
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency 
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Municipal solid waste (MSW) generation in the United States from 1960 to 
2018 (in million tons)
Municipal solid waste generation in the U.S. 1960-2018

http://www.statista.com/statistics/186256/us-municipal-solid-waste-generation-since-1960


Description: The volume of different materials generated in the United States municipal solid waste stream has increased considerably since the 1960s. One of the most dramatic increases was observed in plastic waste generation, which grew from 6.8 million tons in 
1980 to more than 35 million tons in 2018. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1960 to 2018; * In 2018, the food waste measurement methodology was expanded to include additional sources of generation and management pathways beyondcomposting, combustion with energy recovery and [...] Read more
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency 
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Municipal solid waste (MSW) generation in the United States from 1960 to 
2018, by material (in 1,000 tons)
Municipal solid waste generation in the U.S. 1960-2018, by material

http://www.statista.com/statistics/185710/us-materials-generation-in-the-municipal-waste-stream-since-1960
http://www.statista.com/statistics/185710/us-materials-generation-in-the-municipal-waste-stream-since-1960


Description: Curbside recycling is the most popular recycling program in the United States. In 2021, over 34 percent of U.S. population had access to curbside recycling services only, while an additional 25 percent had access to both curbside and drop-off recycling. 
When compared to other developed countries around the world, the recycling rate in the United States is rather low, especially in contrast to European countries such as Germany, Slovenia or Austria. Read more
Note(s): United States; September 2020 to February 2021
Source(s): Resource Recycling Systems; Sustainable Packaging Coalition 
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Share of population with access to recycling programs in the United States 
in 2021, by type
Share of residents with access to recycling services in the U.S. 2021, by type

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1256447/us-recyclable-material-generation-households-volume


Trade
CHAPTER 02



Description: The United States exported around 950 million pounds of scrap plastic in 2022, a decrease of almost 23 percent when compared to the previous year. The volume of scrap plastic exported by the North American country has fallen considerably since 2015, 
when shipments totaled 4.5 billion pounds. Read more
Note(s): United States
Source(s): Resource Recycling Inc.; US Census Bureau 
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Exports of scrap plastic from the United States from 2015 to 2022 (in 
billion pounds)
Scrap plastic exports from the U.S. 2015-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1097245/us-scrap-plastic-exports


Description: The leading destination for scrap plastic exports from the United States is Canada. In 2022, Canada imported over 145 thousand metric tons of this product. Mexico followed that year, with 85.5 thousand tons of plastic scraps imported. China was once 
the main export destination for much of the world's plastic scrap, but in 2018 it introduced a ban on the import of such materials. This meant countries such as the U.S. had to look elsewhere. Plastic scrap from developed nations is often [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 2022
Source(s): Trade Map 
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Plastic scrap exports from the United States in 2022, by destination (in 
1,000 metric tons)
Plastic waste exports from the U.S. 2022, by destination

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1033852/plastic-waste-us-exports-destination-by-country


Description: In 2022, the United States exported approximately 15.1 million tons of recovered waste and scrap paper and paperboard, a decline of around seven percent in comparison to the previous year. Paper scrap exports from the U.S. dropped considerably in 
2019, after China - the main destination for exports at the time - imposed a series of restrictions on waste imports. India is now the leading destination for U.S. paper scrap exports. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2015 to 2022
Source(s): Trade Map; US Census Bureau 
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Exports of recovered waste and scrap paper and paperboard fibers from 
the United States from 2015 to 2022 (in million tons)
Exports of recovered scrap paper from the U.S. 2015-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1386981/us-recovered-fiber-exports


Description: India is the leading importer of recovered waste and scrap paper and paperboard from the U.S., with more than three million tons imported in 2022. It was followed by Mexico, Thailand, and Vietnam, each with more than 1.6 million tons imported that 
year. The U.S. exported around 15 million tons of recovered paper scrap in 2022. China was the main importer of U.S. recovered fibers in the past decade, but the country began restricting waste imports in 2018, and imports of recovered [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 2022
Source(s): Trade Map; US Census Bureau 
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Leading importers of recovered waste and scrap paper and paperboard 
fibers from the United States in 2022 (in million tons)
Exports of recovered scrap paper from the U.S. 2022, by main destination

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1267371/us-recovered-fiber-export-destinations


Recycling volume
CHAPTER 03



Description: On average, 1.16 pounds of municipal solid waste was recycled per person in the United States in 2018. This was a slight increase from the previous year. Overall, the volume of per capita recycled MSW in the U.S. has increased considerably over the past 
six decades, but progress has stalled in recent years. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1960 to 2018; * Composting of yard trimmings, food and other municipal solid waste organic material. Does not include backyard composting. Read more
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency 
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Daily municipal solid waste (MSW) recycled per capita in the United States 
from 1960 to 2018 (in pounds)
Per capita municipal solid waste recycled in the U.S. 1960-2018

http://www.statista.com/statistics/193903/us-municipal-solid-waste-recovery-per-person-since-1960
http://www.statista.com/statistics/193903/us-municipal-solid-waste-recovery-per-person-since-1960


Description: One of the first mass recycling programs in the United States was implemented in 1970 in Hawaii. Since then, the recovery of municipal solid waste (MSW) for recycling has increased, surpassing 69 million tons in 2018. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1960 to 2018
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency 
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Municipal solid waste (MSW) recycled in the United States from 1960 to 
2018 (in million tons)
Municipal solid waste recycled in the U.S. 1960-2018

http://www.statista.com/statistics/193923/recycling-of-us-municipal-solid-waste-since-1960


Description: Paper and paperboard are by far the most recycled materials in the U.S. municipal solid waste (MSW) stream, with roughly 46 million tons of these materials recycled in 2018. Metal is the second most recycled waste type, with more than eight million tons 
recycled each year. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1960 to 2018
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency 
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Municipal solid waste (MSW) recycled in the United States from 1960 to 
2018, by material (in 1,000 tons)
Municipal solid waste recycled in the U.S. 1960-2018, by material

http://www.statista.com/statistics/185716/recovery-of-municipal-solid-waste-in-the-us-since-1960


Description: In 2022, over 49 million tons of paper and paperboard were recycled in the United States. Despite having decreased slightly from the previous year, the volume of paper recycled in the North American country has increased by nearly 70 percent since 
1990. Approximately 41 percent of recovered paper in the U.S. was used to make containerboard. Read more
Note(s): United States; 1990 to 2022
Source(s): AF&PA 
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Paper and paperboard recycled in the United States from 1990 to 2022 (in 
million tons)
Paper and paperboard recycled in the U.S. 1990-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/278236/total-us-paper-and-paperboard-recovery


Description: Approximately 34 million tons of cardboard &#8211; or what the industry calls corrugated &#8211; were recycled in the United States in 2022. This represented an increase of roughly 11.7 million tons in comparison to 2001 levels. In 2022, the recycling 
rate of cardboard in the U.S. stood at 93.6 percent. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2001 to 2022
Source(s): AF&PA 
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Carboard recycled in the United States from 2001 to 2022 (in million tons)
Cardboard recycled in the U.S. 2001-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1314223/recycling-quantity-old-corrugated-containers-in-the-united-states
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