AT B AR E M AT 2

We don't even know what they look like.
FEAFT I TCIERR R A EL?

How do we defeat an enemy we can't even imagine?
TATHIRATLAAES:

Of course, we can imagine.

T IR EAR M T AORE T (EAEERA] (R EE 0] T
[ mean, I'm imagining them right now, but maybe we're asking the wrong thing.
B TAZ ) EE AT T A A ]

The question isn't, "How can we beat them?"

e Z ] FA 100 e AR L FT At ]

The question is, "How can our descendants beat them?"
34 i e ) R vl I W IR AN

Our children's children, a dozen generations removed.
BAVIEARVTID? - AR AT g

Do we have to listen to this? - ...how to win.

— LA ]

The question some experts are asking...

IR TAG AR FE I

You don't find it depressing?

(/N

What?

"o

"What?"

A RNAFAE?

There are aliens?

SENENRT

There's an alien invasion.

i I i H A T B+

They think we're bugs.

WAVFEA Tl -

Maybe we are.

TF AR

['m not a bug.

{42 5 Bt — &hearts; #Z &hearts; 5 &hearts; I ?

You have a lot of one-night stands, don't you?
VSH/NE=S> /N =14

Why do you say that?

IRACAF TR 4, S22

Do you even remember my



name?

LIRT

Of course.

GFNE RERG IR AL (A 1

Okay. Can you just get me an Uber?

IR
Saul.
400 HEF1T ForfHSCTEM B

[ mean, where were my ancestors 400 years ago?

FENFEA H 07 JES 3 B

Somewhere in Africa, right? Most of them.

il TREAR G T ARTEAE X ARRD LSRG ? g

Could they imagine me in a world like this? No.

AOE A2 BEHY 400 4 f AU S AE SE?

So why should I get bent out of shape about what the world might look like 400 years from
now?

Fethpeh AT

[ have no control over it.

B A0 SR FRA TR S X AR AR A A RIERAT T

Okay, well, if all our ancestors thought that way, we wouldn't be standing here.
FLAYNL? - ...

Really? - So...

FTLMRINTT 400 SRRl BB /R 2H) HEFEL.

So, you think 400 years ago, in a field in Ireland...

WAERRZN R

['m not Irish. - Whatever.

IRDEFHIA TSR T 20 FRAYE A&

You think that they'd be wondering what their great, great times 20-something
granddaughter

FIRER AT 252

might be doing someday?

AT T A T IR

Awesome. [ get it. You're a cynic.

BT EX LA L - P oy

Does it say how far away it is? - Two minutes.

WA AL

Listen, I'm not gonna have kids.

FR MK BIFX bW T pr AT KD i R AR

The family line ends with me, so I guess [ don't worry about the far future that much.
{ELTH: B3R A FA N IR IE E?

There are other people in the world, though. You realize that, right?



HeanFe
Like



me.
BABE LA TR AL
[ want kids. [ worry about the future.
LT RS A IEE
Yeah. Of course, | mean, that's fair.
BT WHETIRIP] XALA 1054 RO
Oh, thank you. Thank you, wise man who can't remember my name.
BEARA — LA WE?
What if you have one kid?
AT A — T
And that one kid has one kid.
PR e A NS KU
Eventually, humanity will die out.
AR A A AL DA RN T
And then we don't have to worry about these aliens.
ESGELITU AR RS E/NN
[ didn't know two minutes could last this long.
SEAE— NMETX O SR ()& i AT
It's a block away. It's a silver Prius.
NI
Watch it!
AL
Nora.
(=14
TERLA B T e
Sorry about Nora.
IRFIt SRR ?
You a close friend?
fRFEE&hearts; 22 &hearts;4?
Are you a cop?
AER
Not exactly, no.
Fewldl T ng?
Am I... under arrest?
IR 2B IE?
Why would you be under arrest?
IRALIE T 12
Have you committed a crime?
WA URTBORS AR T/ N B 2 R A

Look, relax. I'm an old friend of Auggie's.



AR IRA YA 2

[ know your pal



Jin.

AR B DI R nTE A SRR A T

['m sad to say | know what happened to Jack and Will.

XA AR TSR RARK S

It's been a rough year for you lot.

IRAE S JLB i STERIRHEE R T 2.2

When you met Ye Wenjie at the graveyard, what did you two chat about?
BORAERAT 7 - [R) R XA

What the fuck is this? - Here's the thing.

M SCE H E AT T — N A IR AR

Ye Wenjie met one person before she left the country, and that was you.
= RKJa MiAEF EGER T

Three days later, she's murdered in China.

7 - A — A F T B E

What? - Along with one of my men.

M- 3CE 17

Ye Wenjie is dead?

B R XN E R

That's what murder means, yeah.

SNIE A NARERAR

Then, someone tries to murder you.

B NRBAR TR IR —t7 B4t

No... No one tried to murder me. There was an accident.
HERERIAE LB T A o2 s

The car that hit Nora was under autonomous control.

PN =T

It was self-driving.

THE" A Z" R B

[ know what autonomous means.

TEAET EARTEA R D2 B B2 g

The two cars that collided on the street were under autonomous control.
BATA B BFREA NBA R

We have reason to believe that someone or something

MR T X =R R TR B i

hacked into the onboard computers of all three cars,
JLRDFE LR L T HiL

seconds before the accident.

BA A 3P ROER R ARLE M4 TRY B iR

We have further reason to believe that they were targeting you.

L] E?



Who are "they"?
XL [l BT



NHE?

Now, that's the question, right?

ANBEE R EER T BT MRS &

Some kid on a skateboard bumped into you, that's why you're alive.
BAFNE B2 B

[ don't know what's going on.

FARIE IR

[ believe you.

R RE

Five minutes, sir.

o

Put 'em on.

SRR

They're bulletproof.

AFTRAE RO B 4 [ g ?

You're not gonna tell me what's goin' on?

T TR AR IR 22 2258 H A H1

Our job is to get you safely to your destination.

I H A L2

What's my destination?

BT A N YRR AR

Someone will meet you when we get there and explain things to you.
A NIBERERIAIZFN T 15?

Did anyone tell Nora's family?

S A2 REAR T 95 A RO 20 )LAE T — 3 T AR itk
Her parents were told their daughter died in a terrible accident.
{HFIIFF IR

But that's not true.

FRABE WLAR sk & AR i AT A il

Well, I guess meeting you was a terrible accident.

I T FREE R T

All right. I'm gonna sleep.

TR VAR HLHE— 2 )L

[ suggest you do too.

BT RIRRARIC

Big day ahead of you.

B 1 OB R R ZE i 5L

I'd like these seeds included in the Staircase



capsule.

Corn.

N

Wheat.

X ST ARG ?

[s this chili pepper?

R=S I CaEr

He loves spicy food.

T

No.

P ATT? 18 SE

Why not? They weigh 18 grams.

BAT—IEAEN WD K2k LR —2 555 )
We've been trying to remove every milligram we can from the capsule.
IR ARG E

You know that better than anyone.
ATLMBE A RSN B T 18 e

Just pretend his brain is 18 grams heavier.
(BRI AL g2

Butitisn't, is it?

YN B SRR T MR A B 2K
Added weight leads to a slower final cruising speed for the spacecraft
T A2 3R 505 fI A O B S (]

that'll delay the encounter with the enemy fleet.
LA IR ER Bt X TR ?

Remember telling me that?

1M H At BEAE U F K i 1

Besides, he's just a brain now.

BAYE BT A e?

No mouth, no stomach. What'd be the point?
T B HIE K

['ll make the request to someone with authority.
IRANIAIH B4 - BT AR

You don't know anyone with more. - Then I'll resign.
AALL -IRE A G

No, you won't. - You can't stop me.

IRUEAFNT B A

You're right, I can't.

{EARA 2 FERHAY

But you won't do it.



MIRFETF 46 ME—REFRAG BT @RI IERH 7101 B

From now on, the only real science getting funding
abEAT 2 P

is for planetary defense.

SR AR B T



ARk A

If you don't want to be a scientist anymore, then go.
BB KI A T2 2K

['m taking key members of the Staircase Project
ERHERIRASINE S

to Cape Canaveral for the launch.
WRHIREALE

I'll save a seat for you.

i — 2 )Li%?

You get any sleep?

piCUIEIES

Welcome home.

XS

Mr. Durand.

FRNLFE [0 22 - R AR SRS INIRIR

My name is Sebastian Kent. It's an honor to meet you.

FRINTE A RARAERK

[ know it's been a difficult day.

Air L IIAE T hh— GIFTRENA] — L&

[ hope we can make things a little smoother from here on out.
AR R B B Rl g?

Are you the one that's gonna tell me what's going on?
AKX 21

['m afraid I'm not authorized to do that,
{HIRERAE foc i 2 & EA R IR

but you'll hear it straight from the top. I promise.

TH IR R

If you'd like to follow me?

£t HE&hearts; & &hearts; [E &hearts; 15 #1124 {3 447
Ever been to the United Nations, Mr. Durand?
PEEREZBZN —IR

On a class trip.

Weg 224!

Got it. Clear.

AR

The meditation room.

IR Dy R T G

Dag Hammarskjold had it built

DOREANE fth LA A2 S AL B wT LAAE B i E B PN L 2P



so he could find peace in the midst of whatever crisis he was dealing with.
e N RGN



R AT LAE(S T Aa i b

[ brought a suit and tie for you to change into before the ceremony.
RSP IR TR Y ABLR 1% 1% 7]

Had to guess the size, but it should be fine.

fHLBE 2R AL X B A1 2

He's wearing what he's wearing. - What ceremony?
X NEENGE

This is a momentous occasion.

B TE M e RS X T H

We're introducing the project to the world.

TR PRAREE A0 2 2 T

If I understand correctly, I'm in charge of his security.
Lk 2B B

He's wearing what he's wearing.

ARG

That's fine, then.

FOEFA SR 2] T

We're running late anyway.

NI w,

What ceremony?

1T RPN R A

The fourth meeting of the Planetary Defense Council
B TR R — TR

has arrived at the final item on its agenda.

sk AT T 1)

The announcement of the Wallfacer Project.

BRAEAE GRS

We are at war.

Rt VR S 202 T F F T

The great battle might be centuries away,
{H=(R NE LM TE L

but the San-Ti have declared war upon us,
TR T A S

and we must defend ourselves.

St TR BeA B —ATETT AP Bt w46 535
To them, we are an open book, one they can read any time.
NEETLEWE TS

Humanity has no secrets.

FREW, BB

Every meeting, every conversation,



(SRSl bl ke

the memory of every



computer.

BT LIRS Rt 75 Hpr AR, Wy A AR
The Sophons see and hear whatever they want, whenever they choose.
EATRE SRR BIFRIE [R] i
They are the perfect invisible spies.
BATHE IR L TRAT A H B KI5 E
We face an enemy far more powerful than we are.
NN BT 1
An enemy that thinks we are bugs.
XANEN W A B TR — 28 —5f)
An enemy that watches our every move.

PiIE/N

So...

BAVEL FRERR?
how can we win?

AN ERF— BRSAR EE BUAESEAE I ERAT TR B
How do we keep secrets from an adversary who sees everything,
B TE I RSy R 7
who is watching us right now?

{BFRRIF 558 T
Ah, but | was mistaken when I spoke before.

NEF AR

Humanity still has secrets.

B A A TRARR B AR EA I ETCET R RE
The Sophons have vast power, but they are not all-powerful.
EAE B TR0 E
They cannot read our minds.

FIT 1 B T B T gt & LA ) Bl
This is the basis of what we call the Wallfacer Project.
TA T T = AN Kl 7 Fn 40 S i -3l
We have chosen three people to formulate and direct strategic plans.
AT e A H C A IR HR A E -4

They will develop these plans entirely in their own minds,
AEAEAT A EEPAT I RIR LR

sharing them with no one until the time is right to execute.
HeAl TPt A 1 B

We shall call them Wallfacers,

XA AU O AR R

after the ancient Buddhist name for meditators.

X EETH BEA AR TR HIA )

These Wallfacers will be granted great



authority,

A A AU A TAT A B B

allowing them to exploit all our resources.
AR AR E R ik

As long as they violate no international laws,

THIBE A SRS AR B DRI A

the Wallfacers never need to explain their actions and commands,
TEACAA TR Ty Fe 26 4 e LIER AR

regardless of how incomprehensible their behavior may be.
T BE&hearts; & &hearts; [E| &hearts; & Afi

Now, on behalf of the United Nations,

(LR AR E

the first Wallfacer, General Hou Bolin.

A E R ZE 7 S0 fERERVEREI R 2 (5%

General Hou's books on military history are taught around the world.
ftu e FIE T

He has proven his expertise,

AL B A 22 R Fn 25 R 22057 T AR ERIE I

both at winning conflicts and in peacefully ending them.

5 AL EE R S AL L A R

The second Wallfacer, Professor Leyla Aric.

Bl LA 20 L@ TERL K 5t &hearts; Hr&hearts; 22 &hearts; [E {E 5§ FH K Rk 44
Miss Ari¢ came to prominence fighting ISIS in Ragqah.

I IE LA R SH42 08 REMS LSS R

She has exceptional experience fighting and winning asymmetrical battles.
S JEWAL X VAT = <)

And finally, the third Wallfacer.

SRIRAL AR

Saul Durand.

M2 fE S A

Mr. Durand, if you please.

SRIR-FE2E 1R

Saul Durand.

it — 4 B A SR EE 5

An Oxford-trained physicist

85244 — R IR A9 AL [R5 5]

who has studied with some of the greatest minds alive.

X AR

These three people have been chosen

FHRAT N2 S IR BRI

for the most difficult mission in human history.



A A T AT
Shouldering this great



burden,

AL B 18 R %

they will pass through the long years alone,

ST AT

turning their backs on everyone they...

PR ARV PN

Let me speak for all humanity

[t A B LR IR B R 2 1

and offer them our deepest respect and gratitude.
e MR

You've made a mistake.

g

Perhaps.

BATEER AT RE T 4518

We won't know for a very long time.

X 5 AN AR IE

[t doesn't make sense. I am a low-level researcher.
LT B A7 A

Leyla Ari¢? She's a hero.

RESAENE SRR [E5R0e?

People hang posters of her in their dorms, but me?
PO i)

Why me?

M2 TS IR R R ZE A B TER 2 T
You always have to remember, Mr. Durand, that we are being watched.
LHSEHE BN — B A IR

Especially now, the enemy will always be watching you.
FTL A i 22 3 R?

So, why were you chosen?

sk 15t BN R L AT

Let's just say the enemy knows why.

AL R R

['m not special.

A T ASIRARAF 5]

They think you are.

" TR EN?

"They"? The enemy?

BN A AR ARMOX 55 A N A B AR (T R
No one asked me if [ wanted this. No one explained anything to me.
ARFA AR T ARERIG? -4 2R =

If we had asked, would you have come? - Of course



not.

FTLABA T 52 [F]

That's why we didn't ask.

Fefa s -n] LA

[ refuse. - You may.

FefE s T e

[ reject the position of Wallfacer.
BALa T A5 T IEEEE AL

[ reject all of the powers of the Wallfacer.
BT L2

[ won't do it, okay?

IREEEN T

You got the wrong man.

AT

Okay.

E3REy T

[ understand.

AR AT LAGE T 052

So, I'm free to leave?

PRA AT F1) B &hearts; H &hearts;
You're free to do anything.

Shif AT REAR G FIRZ PREAIBA TP 1517k
Could be dangerous outside. Let me get a security team to escort you.
TATFELMR -2

Don't need security. - Mr. Durand.
AT HEEH

['m not a Wallfacer.

B AR EEES BT LARRIET A T
['m never gonna be a Wallfacer, so unless ['m under arrest,
AERTE IR ETT

[ would like to leave.

—PA

Alone.

B T RE IR AL 2 1 e AR O FR /R il
We can only do as Mr. Durand instructs us.
HUE GAFRTE2E

The rules are very clear about that.
BIEFRFE IR AE

At least let me walk with you.

REL

No.



PR g LR 2R 5 ok

Get a fucking ambulance right here



now.
IRAEA G IR IUT BRI A ng?
You're gonna be okay. You just need to breathe, all right?
R

In and out.

FEFE LN T

Come on. That's it.

L e AR

That's it.

NERZ thRE A

Not too much, not too little.
MRS ALAE R & fr B E TR

Oh. I kept peacock tail goldfish growing up. So, trust me.
BRAIEN BILE ESEREAT 47 ng?

Edgar, just don't let him die. 'Kay?

AFHY

Okay.

inti)

Thanks.

BURGFE

Good luck.

(/N

Yeah?

CEZil=Y

How bad?

AR

Right.

AFHY

Right.

BFE SERAGHT XM REEA S IR
Right, Clarence, don't let that happen again.
AR LL AN 7 ST v BB

The cicadas have returned in record numbers this year,

FHEZA TN XS5 BRE LA <

a phenomenon that scientists believe is linked to global warming.

A BA R DA T3 I MBS R

Farmers worry there's little they can do to protect their crops,

K B F RS m il rIREAT 263K 150 5 A

as experts say as many as 1.5 million of the insects can swarm in a single acre.
Ui



Hey. Hey, hey, hey,

CA EARDONA ST R T8, A R —F A
METHREA LR, BV -
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