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Abstract

"Centennial" is a form of tune that sings about the 100 years of life in a
ten-year stage, and was originally widely circulated among the people. This
kind of lyrics that sigh about a hundred years of life began with Lu Ji's
"Hundred Year Song", after Lu Ji, Li Guan composed "Hundred Year Song"
during the Zhenyuan period, and Princess Tongchang died during the Xiantong
year, and Li Keji presented "Sighing Hundred Year Song" to Tang Yizong.
After nearly a hundred years of searching and cutting, a total of 16 manuscripts
have been compiled so far, which can be divided into five sets according to the
content, namely "The Hundred Years of the Gate", "The Hundred Years of the
Husband", "The Hundred Years of the Woman", "The Hundred Years of the
Woman (Life Body)" and "The Poems of Sighing and Hundred Years of Age".

The research history of Dunhuang's "Centennial Chapter" reflects the
transformation of Dunhuang lyric research from the song lyrics that focus on
the main lyrics to the joint chapter lyrics that emphasize the main vocal rhythm.
However, in general, past research has mostly been to extract works from
manuscripts and make pure text studies, which makes it difficult to reach a
definite conclusion on many issues. In recent years, there have been calls in the
Dunhuang academic circles to pay attention to the whole of the manuscript and
restore the situation of the manuscript. Based on this, this paper returns to the
manuscript itself, studies its transcription content, and adopts the research
method of "close reading of the text" to judge the copying time, function and
relationship between each set of the "Centenarian Chapter".

The text of this article is divided into four chapters, the first of which
provides a detailed introduction to the contents of sixteen "Centennial
Chapters". The second chapter judges that most of the manuscripts of the
"Hundred Years Old" were copied during the period of the Rebel Army based
on the inscriptions, authors, copiers, and content of the manuscripts of the
"Hundred Years Chapter", and analyzes the reasons for the emergence of many
copies of the "Hundred Years Chapter" during the period of the Rebel Army
based on the political, religious, and cultural conditions of Dunhuang during the
Guiyi Army. The third chapter sorts out and classifies the contents of the
manuscript of the "Hundred Years Old", and explores the application of the
"Hundred Years Chapter" manuscript in various periods in Dunhuang according
to the overall situation of the manuscript content, binding system, paper
situation, copying handwriting, inverted books, pictures, etc., indicating that the
functions of the "Hundred Years Chapter" manuscript are roughly divided into
four situations: mourning the dead, folk singing, monastic education, and
worship of believers. Chapter 4 explores the relationship between these five
sets of "Centennial Chapters" by carefully reading the text, analyzing the
content, words, imagery, and rhythm of each set of "Centennial Chapters", and
exploring the relationship between these five sets of "Centennial Chapters"
based on the life experiences of Wuzhen and others, indicating that there was
first "Husband's Hundred Years Old" and "Woman's Hundred Years Old" (these

11l



two articles are very similar and most likely written by one person), and then
Wu Zhen was influenced by the tune of "Hundred Years Old" and wrote
"Hundred Years Old (Life Body)" in his seventies to review his past life. After
Wuzhen's death, the literati combined Wuzhen's life and deeds and at the same
time referred to the form of "Husband's Hundred Years Old" to write "Hundred
Years of Qimen". The "Sighing Centennial Poem" should be created by later
generations in the form of Lu Ji's "Centennial Song", and has little to do with
the other four sets of "Centennial Song".

Key words: "Centenarian"; Rebel Army; Function; wuzhen
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