POLITICS & SOCIETY

Substance use in South Korea

statista %a




Table of Contents

01 Overview

Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2010-2021

Per capita alcohol consumption in South Korea 1961-2021

Share of adults smoking cigarettes South Korea 2012-2021

Cigarette smoking rate in South Korea 2011-2021, by gender

Number of recorded drug offenders South Korea 2018-2022, by drug type
Main drugs used in South Korea 2022

02 Alcohol

Alcohol consumption frequency South Korea 2014-2021

Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2021, by age group
Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2021, by gender
Types of alcohol frequently consumed South Korea 2014-2021

Heavy drinking among alcohol drinkers in South Korea 2010-2021
Monthly binge drinking rate South Korea 2008-2021, by gender

03 Smoking

Number of smokers in South Korea 2013-2028
Mean number of cigarettes smoked daily South Korea 2010-2021
Mean number of cigarettes smoked daily South Korea 2021, by age group

Most used tobacco product in South Korea 2023

12

BREREIR

EEREIB

-
]

k K

BB

E-cigarette/vape adult use rate South Korea 2019-2021
Underage youth that smoked South Korea 2008-2020, by gender
Cigarette smoking rate of teenagers South Korea 2013-2022

04 lllegal drug use

Drug problem severity level in South Korea 2022
First-time drug use cause South Korea 2022
Current drug use cause South Korea 2022
First-time drug use sources South Korea 2022

Current drug use sources South Korea 2022

Number of patients in drug treatment programs South Korea 2017-2021, by location

Relapse rate after drug use treatment South Korea 2022

05 Drug crime

Distribution of drug offenders South Korea 2018-2022, by gender
Distribution of drug offenders South Korea 2022, by age

Ages of drug offenders South Korea 2022, by drug type

Motives among drug offenders South Korea 2022, by drug type
Drug offenders recidivism rate South Korea 2018-2022

Drug offenders recidivism rate South Korea 2022, by drug type

Drug offenders in treatment South Korea 2021

BRR

EEBERBERRR

BkKkERRE

statista %a



CHAPTER 01

Overview




Share of adults drinking alcohol in South Korea from 2010 to 2021

Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2010-2021

Share of respondents

71.5%
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
3I Description: In 2021, around 72.4 percent of surveyed South Korean aged 19 and above stated that they were drinking alcohol. The highest drinking rate was among respondents aged between 19 and 29 years old, with around 87.7 percent. Read more sta t i sta r
Note(s): South Korea; 2010 to 2021; 5,861 respondents (2,630 male respondents and 3,231 female respondents); 19 years and older; people who had at least one drink within the previous year J

Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1126217/south-korea-adults-drinking-alcohol

IPer capita consumption of alcohol in South Korea from 1961 to 2021 (in
iters)

Per capita alcohol consumption in South Korea 1961-2021
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Description: In 2021, approximately 7.7 liters of alcohol were consumed per capita by people aged 15 or older in South Korea. This is part of what has largely been a downward trend over the past few decades. Alcohol consumption peaked in 1973 with 16.8 liters sta t I sta r
consumed per capita. In general the mid-1960s to the late 1970s saw the highest amount of recorded alcohol consumption in South Korea, with levels starting to decline at the beginning of the 1980s. Read more J
Note(s): South Korea; 1961 to 2021; 15 years and older

Source(s): OECD


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1250417/south-korea-per-capita-alcohol-consumption

Share of adult cigarette smokers in South Korea from 2012 to 2021

Share of adults smoking cigarettes South Korea 2012-2021

Share of respondents
o
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Description: Around 18.2 percent of adults aged 19 or older stated to currently be regular cigarette smokers in South Korea. That year, around 31 percent of the male population were smokers, while almost six percent of South Korean women were smokers. Read

more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2021; 5,630 respondents; 19 years and older; adults who have smoked at least 100 cigarettes during their lifetime and who are currently smokers
Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)

2021
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http://www.statista.com/statistics/1036101/south-korea-share-of-adults-cigarette-smokers
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1036101/south-korea-share-of-adults-cigarette-smokers

Share of cigarette smokers in South Korea from 2011 to 2021, by gender

Cigarette smoking rate in South Korea 2011-2021, by gender
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L]
6I Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2021, around 33 percent of men smoked cigarettes, while only 5.5 percent of women did. The proportion of cigarette smokers in South Korea, consisting mainly of men, has declined steadily in recent sta t I Sta rl

years.
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2021; 19 years and older
Source(s): Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency; KOSIS


http://www.statista.com/statistics/645282/south-korea-smoking-rate-by-gender

Number of registered ille§al drug offenders in South Korea from 2018 to
2022, by type of drug (in 1,000s)

Number of recorded drug offenders South Korea 2018-2022, by drug type
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7I Description: In 2022, more than 12 thousand drug offenders involving psychoactive drugs were recorded in South Korea. Psychoactive drugs have been the most commonly used drug in the country over the past five years, followed by cannabis. Read more Sta t I Sta r'

Note(s): South Korea; 2018 to 2022
Source(s): Supreme Prosecutors” Office


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1414250/south-korea-drug-crimes-by-drug-type

Leading drugs used in South Korea as of April 2022

Main drugs used in South Korea 2022

Share of respondents
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Amphetamines (incl. adderall)* 53.9%
Marijuana

Sleeping pills/tranquilizers
Psychedelics/hallucinogens (e.g. shrooms)
Opiates/painkillers

Inhalants

Cocaine

Heroin

Methadone/buprenorphine

More than one drug (excl. alcohol)

8I ?:jﬁiisfimng to a survey conducted in South Korea between 2021 and 2022, around 54 percent of respondents stated that they mainly used amphetamines, including adderall. At about 40 percent, marijuana was another main drug commonly used in the Sta t i sta 5

Note(s): South Korea; September 3, 2021 to April 18, 2022; 540 drug users; 19-70 years; mixed use of CAPI and Audio Computer-Assisted Self-Interview (ACASI); * ADHD drugs penid and medikinet included, concerta excluded. Multiple answers were [...]
Source(s): Catholic University of Korea; MOHW (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1414744/south-korea-main-drug-used
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1414744/south-korea-main-drug-used

CHAPTER 02

Alcohol




greq;Jency of alcohol consumption in South Korea from 2014 to 2021 (in
ays

Alcohol consumption frequency South Korea 2014-2021

Monthly average number of days with alcohol

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

-
Description: This statistic displays the results of a survey about the frequency of alcohol consumption in South Korea from 2014 to 2021. In 2021, people in South Korea consumed alcohol on average on 8.5 days per month, the frequency increasing from the previous Stat I sta r
years. Read more J

Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2021; 2,000 respondents; 19-59 years; respondents who consume alcohol at least once a month and drank Korean traditional alcoholic beverages over the past 6 months
Source(s): Korea Agro-Fisheries & Food Trade Corp.; MAFRA (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/941350/south-korea-alcohol-consumption-frequency

Share of adults drinking alcohol in South Korea in 2021, by age group

Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2021, by age group

Share of respondents

0% 1 9% 29% 39% 49% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
19-29 years . . . . . . . . 8;8.6%
40-49 years . . . . . . . 758.9%

70 years and over 37%

Description: In 2021, around 88.6 percent of surveyed South Koreans aged between 19 and 29 years old stated that they were drinking alcohol. In total, around 72.4 percent of surveyed South Korean aged 19 and above stated that they were drinking alcohol. Read

more
Note(s): South Korea; 2021; 5,861 respondents (2,630 male respondents and 3,231 female respondents); 19 years and older; people who had at least one drink within the previous year
Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)
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http://www.statista.com/statistics/1126236/south-korea-adults-drinking-alcohol-by-age-group
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1126236/south-korea-adults-drinking-alcohol-by-age-group

Share of adults drinking alcohol in South Korea in 2021, by gender

Alcohol consumption among adults in South Korea 2021, by gender

81.3%

Share of respondents

Male Female

Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2021, around 81 percent of male respondents stated that they had had at least one alcoholic drink that year. Among female respondents, a lower share reported drinking alcohol. Overall, about 72.4
percent of South Koreans aged 19 and older reported drinking alcohol that year, down from 74 percent in the previous year. Read more

Note(s): South Korea; 2021; 5,636 respondents; 19 years and older; people who had at least one drink in the year

Source(s): Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency; KOSIS
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http://www.statista.com/statistics/1126232/south-korea-adults-drinking-alcohol-by-gender

gggqe of alcohol types frequently consumed in South Korea from 2014 to

Types of alcohol frequently consumed South Korea 2014-2021

M Beer HMSoju [ Traditional alcohol MImported wine M Liquor* [ Imported spirits B Sake M Others

Share of respondents

L]
13 I Description: This statistic displays the results of a survey about the types of alcohol frequently consumed in South Korea from 2014 to 2021. In 2021, approximately 42.2 percent of people in South Korea consumed beer. Read more I r
Note(s): South Korea; July 20 to 30, 2021; 2,000 respondents; 19-59 years; respondents who consume alcohol at least once a month and drank Korean traditional alcoholic beverages over the past 6 months; * Liquor was newly added in the choices [...] Read more J

Source(s): Korea Agro-Fisheries & Food Trade Corp.; MAFRA (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/943570/south-korea-frequently-consumed-types-of-alcohol
http://www.statista.com/statistics/943570/south-korea-frequently-consumed-types-of-alcohol

Iil(i)gzq—risk drinking among alcohol drinkers in South Korea from 2010 to

Heavy drinking among alcohol drinkers in South Korea 2010-2021

Share of respondents

11.5%
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
14I Description: In 2021, around 12.4 percent of alcohol drinkers were heavy drinkers. The same survey found that around 72.4 percent of surveyed South Korean aged 19 and above stated that they were drinking alcohol. Read more sta t i sta r
Note(s): South Korea; 2009 to 2021; 5,860 respondents (2,629 male respondents and 3,231 female respondents); 19 years and older; among respondents who had at least one drink within the previous year J

Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1126244/south-korea-high-risk-drinking

Ratedof binge drinking in a month in South Korea from 2008 to 2021, by
gender

Monthly binge drinking rate South Korea 2008-2021, by gender
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15 I Description: According to a survey on drinking behavior among South Koreans in 2021, roughly 47 percent of male respondents answered that they were binge drinking at least once a month. The same was true for around 24.1 percent of female respondents. Read Sta t i sta 5

more
Note(s): South Korea; 2008 to 2021; 19 years and older
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea); Statistics Korea


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1228931/south-korea-monthly-binge-drinking-rate-by-gender
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1228931/south-korea-monthly-binge-drinking-rate-by-gender
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Number of smokers in South Korea from 2013 to 2028 (in millions)

Number of smokers in South Korea 2013-2028

10 -

Number of smokers in millions

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Description: The number of smokers in South Korea was forecast to continuously decrease between 2024 and 2028 by in total 0.6 million. After the fifteenth consecutive decreasing year, the number of smokers is estimated to reach 8.88 million individuals and
therefore a new minimum in 2028. Read more

Note(s): South Korea; 2013 to 2028; all values are estimates

Source(s):
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http://www.statista.com/statistics/1167747/smoker-population-forecast-in-south-korea

Avgr(')azg1e number of cigarettes smoked per day in South Korea from 2010
to

Mean number of cigarettes smoked daily South Korea 2010-2021

Number of cigarettes

12.0
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
18I Description: In 2021, adult smokers in South Korea smoked an average of around 13 cigarettes per day. That year, around 18 percent of South Korean adults were regular smokers. Read more i r
Note(s): South Korea; 2010 to 2021; 881 respondents (728 male respondents and 153 female respondents); 19 years and older; current smokers J

Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1048517/south-korea-number-of-cigarettes-smoked-per-day

Average number of cigarettes smoked per day in South Korea in 2021, by
age group

Mean number of cigarettes smoked daily South Korea 2021, by age group

Number of cigarettes

0 2 AIL § g 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.6 1,8
19-29 years 10.1
30-39 years : : : : :
40-49 years : : : : i : : o
50-59 years _ e
Over 70 years _: : : : : 1 1.9
Notetsy S Kores: 2021 551 espondents 735 e espondents and 153 femate respondentsy 19601 and oldets cren smakers. 1o orean edlts were regularsmokers Bead mase statista Pz

Source(s): KOSIS; MOHW (South Korea)


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1048540/south-korea-number-of-cigarettes-smoked-per-day-by-age-group
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