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Abstract

Aside from the mutually benefitting Africa-China relations, there has been growing
suspicion about the engagement of China in Africa and the “negative” impacts on the
continent. Although some scholars have argued that this view is propagated by Western
propaganda in view of the GPC, some studies suggest that China primarily explores
natural resources, applies deep-pocket diplomacy and debt to exploit weaker countries
particularly in Africa. These concerns reflect the global perception of the use of ‘debt
trap diplomacy’ by China to “confiscate the national vital assets of weaker countries
such that there are worries about the possibility of seizures of national assets in different
African countries like Kenya, Zambia, and Uganda. Although claim appear fictitious,
lack of clarity about China’s agreement with these countries deepens such anxiety.

Nigeria-China relations have spanned for decades in the aspects of business,
development cooperation, infrastructure, economic, trade and diplomacy. However,
there have been concerns about trade imbalance as China export account is about 80
percent, Nigeria recorded a trade deficit of 1.1 USD billion in 2021. Dept of Nigeria to
China is estimated $3.59 billion; the loan draws great anxiety from Nigerians about
China taking over Nigeria’s national assets when Nigeria defaults. It therefore becomes
critical for an assessment of the perception of the Nigerians in understanding their views
and thinking as it affects this relationship.

In view of the evolving Africa-China relations and the GPC, it is critical to
understand China and how it is perceived in Africa beyond the media. Therefore, this
study conducted a survey on the perception of Africans on Africa-China relations due to
the growing mixed perception about China and the dynamics of its relations with Africa
which is largely formed through western media that dominates African media space and
creates a negative image of Chinese activities in Africa.

Nigeria was adopted as a case study due to its strong social, economic, and
political influence across Africa. Moreover, Nigeria — China relations is one of the
largest bilateral relations in Africa thus, the study is significant as it attempts to use the
Nigerian case to inform future studies on Africa-China relations.

Study also reviewed relevant literatures to further demonstrate the perception of

China relations with Africa the researcher examined direction of Sino- African relations
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with negotiable perceptions ranging from negative to positive views on Africa- China
relations which has grown exponentially in the past decade but facing great apathy.

The review established that China developed different and to Africa in commercial
spheres and accelerate growing of China trade and investment in Africa, have come
great anxiety and fear among citizens of Africa, academics and policy makers interest
and agenda of China as to neo-colonial system similar to West like to emerged. Study
established that a palpable fear is growing in many parts of Africa due to prevailing
perception that China is trying to colonized Africa through the back door.

The researcher adopts a mix method in methodology using primary data to answer
the question of perception among Nigerians as well as the used of secondary sources of
data. The research is able to established the true perception of Nigerians towards China
Africa relations as respondent were allowed to freely expressed their views from an
informed point.

The analyses of data and the findings of the study shows that China enjoys a
positive image among Nigerians as most people viewed China’s rising as a win-win
game to both Africa and China. One factor that seems to have contributed to this
perception of China in among the people is non interest of China in the internal affairs
of their allies hence enjoys the positive outcome compared to how many citizens
perceived the west as one who is meddlesome in the domestic affairs of Africa with a
selfish agenda. The findings further proves that many Nigerians are okay with the nature
and goal of China in Africa as their views were to the affirmative of the existing
relationship with a negligible percentage descending. However, the fear of the few
respondents and the greater majority were critically analyzed and discussed.

Conclusively, chapter five gives a concluding background to the entire study as
well as proffer recommendations for both academic and policy makers as the case may
be. In summary, the researcher draws a conclusion from the study as relates to
perception of Africans on China — Africa relation has been positive and in certain parts
of Africa particularly among the elite’s class while the common citizens expressed fear
and doubt about the nature and goal of China in Africa as many citizens perceiving the
relation as a form of colonization by China using different subtle means to capture
Africa. Africa economy is great beneficiary to Sino Africa relations as revealed in the
study in areas such as railway construction, ports and airport building, road construction,

education as well as health care services as China has invested huge resources in
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helping build and provide these services to Africa for many years of the existing
relationship with Africa providing China with mostly raw materials such as oil among

others. Therefore, the Sino-African relations are mutually beneficial.

Key words:

Africa, China-Sino, Nigerian, Relation, perception.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

In transnational relations environment, collective images held by actors affect their
collective prospects about the other's gesture and guide the interpretation of the other's
conduct. It's argued that the effect of these images is moderated by the degree of
sensitivity of the other which is the extent to which it's perceived as an actual entity.
Perceptions are told by immediate enterprises and confirmed prospects. Person will
perceive stimulus. Scholars argue that perception play critical transnational affair part as
it has capacity of change political course and foreign policy (Haksar, 2007).! In the
surge of great power competition of People Republic of China, United States (US) and

Russia, perception remains a tool for promoting GPC for stropping foreign policy.

Africa and China enjoy longstanding relations for over five decades. In the last
decade, China has strengthened its relations with Africa and surfaced as Africa’s major
trading companion, bilateral lender, and one of the largest foreign investors (Reilly, J.
2015). There is an estimate of over 1,000 Chinese companies across nearly 53 African
countries, over USD 113 billion worth of Chinese import to Africa and about 78 imports
from Africa (French, 2014). In 2006, Nigeria and China worked together on an
infrastructure project and concessional oil program in 2011, Nigeria, as China's fourth
trading partner in Africa, signed a 2.4-billion-dollar currency exchange agreement in
April 2018, valid for three years. In 2019, trade between China and Nigeria reached
19.27 billion dollars (Mumuni, 2017).2

Away from the mutually serving Africa- China relations, there has been growing
notion about role of China in Africa has negative impacts to continent. Although some
scholars argue that this view is propagated by western propaganda in view of the GPC
(Maru, 2019, Pippa & Yu 2019)3. While some studies suggest that China primarily

explores natural coffers, applies deep fund tactfulness and debt to exploit weaker

! Haksar,2007

2 Mumuni,S. M. (2017) China non-intervention policy Africa: principles versus
pragmatism.

African journal of political Science and International Relations,11(9),258-273.
3 Maru,2019 pippa & Yu,2019
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countries. These enterprises reflect the global perception of the use of debt trap
tactfulness by China to expropriate the public vital means of weaker countries
(Brautigam & Rithmire, 2021)!. Also, there are worries about the possibility of seizures
of public means in different African countries similar as Kenya, Zambia and Uganda.
Although these claims appear fictitious, the lack of clarity about China’s agreement
with these countries deepens similar fears (Brautigam & Rithmire, 2021, Lumumba-

Kasongo, 2011).

Nigeria- China relations have traversed for decades in the aspects of business,
development cooperation, structure, economy, trade and diplomacy (Utomi, 2007;
Ayoola, 2013)2. still, there have been enterprises about trade imbalance as China export
account about 80 percent and Nigeria recorded a trade deficiency ofl.1 USD billion in
2021(Vanguard, 2021)°. Nigeria debt to China estimated $3.59 billion, the loan draws
great anxiety from Nigerians about China taking over Nigeria’s public means when
Nigeria defaults (Chiejina, 2021)* However, writers questioned purpose of relationship
of China and Africa. Alden (2006) said that, Nigeria — China relationship aims to
exploit untapped raw materials in Africa, observed in the main event of China
prioritizes cooperation and mutual support in energy, new markets, and investment
issues. In view of the evolving Africa — China relations and the GPC, it is critical to
understand China and its perception in Africa beyond the media. Therefore, it is based
on this background that the experimenter sought to conduct a check on the perception of

Africans on Africa- China relations using Nigeria elites as a case study.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Mixed perception about China, and the dynamics of its relations with Africa has
been largely formed through media reports. Orlander (2016)° and Maru (2019)° argue
that Western media dominates Africa and in view of the GPC, it creates a negative

image of Chinese activities in Africa. Regardless of this claim, it is important to

! Lumumba-Kasongo, Tukumbi. "China-Africa relations: A neo-imperialism or a neo-
colonialism? A reflection." African and Asian studies 10, no. 2-3 (2011): 234-266.

2 Utomi, P. "Nigeria-China in common market." This Day (2007).

3 Vanguard,2021

4 Chiejina, 2021

3 Orlander 2016

¢ Maru 2019
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construct the perceptions of Africans through evidence-based research. This implies
collecting data from influential individuals that shape Africa — China relation
understanding state and non — state actors on the subject matter. Investment from China
is heavily linked with perceptions on China to Africa countries. Despite the investment
of billion dollars in Belt and Road Initiative particularly growing economy, regardless
of a major capital investment, construction contract in country, and its weak associated

with nation's general opinion of China.

Many Nigerians viewed China rising economy positive for development of Nigeria,
while some holds the perception that the buoyant Chinese economy and its presence in
Nigeria is not best interest of country. In view of the above problems, study is set to
investigate Africans perception on Africa-China relations. Study will adopt Nigeria case
study due to its strong social, economic, and political influence across West Africa and
Africa. Moreover, Nigeria-China relations is one of the largest bilateral relations in
Africa. Thus, the study is significant as it attempts to use the Nigerian case to inform

future studies on Africa-China relations.

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Study investigates Africans' perceptions of China-Africa relations; the

Nigerian Elites perspective Specifically, study sees on;

1. To identify perceptions of Africans in Africa-China relations;
2. To identify challenges to the Africa-China relations;

3. To proffer solutions to the challenges of Africa-China relations.

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Study provides significant information for governments, Nigerian diplomats,
stakeholders in business and trade, major Nigerian and Chinese research think tanks,
future researchers and the society at large. It is hoped that the findings will help the
government to design policies and diplomatic relationship which may enhance the
overall wellbeing and mutual economic development of both governments and help

policies planners to modify existing agreement where necessary.
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