
新编实用英语写作

北京出版集团公司
北   京   出   版  社

主编：蒋 磊 李 
慧



Unit 2

    Paragraph Structure



Module 2

Module 1

Module 3

Module 4

Module 6 Concluding SentenceConcluding Sentence

Topic Sentence Topic Sentence Supporting SentenceSupporting Sentence

Simulating Operations

Basic Structure of 

a Paragraph

Module 5

Learning MoreLearning More



 

        know functions of concluding sentence.        know functions of concluding sentence.
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After learning this Unit, you will be able to: 



    A paragraph is a complete unit of thought in which 

a group of related sentences work together to put 

across a single idea. Therefore only a group of correct 

sentences put together is not a paragraph. That is to 

say, a paragraph is a complete unit of thought in which 

a group of related sentences work together to develop 

a single topic. 
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Module 1  Basic Structure of a Paragraph

     In fact, a well-written paragraph is a mini essay normally 

consisting of three main parts: a topic sentence, supporting 

sentences and a concluding sentence. Usually the topic 

sentence states the main idea of the paragraph and provides an 

indication of how the paragraph will be developed. All the other 

sentences, called supporting sentences, are closely related to 

this topic sentence. They serve to develop or explain the topic 

sentence. The concluding sentence is usually the last sentence 

of the paragraph that rounds off the idea and links it to the next 

paragraph.  



Module 1  Basic Structure of a Paragraph

Three main parts of  a well-written paragraph 
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   Module 2     Module 2  Topic Sentence

  
     A good topic sentence includes a stated topic and a controlling idea. The 

stated topic first introduces the subject of the paragraph. The other part of the 

topic sentence, called controlling idea, states the subject and limits the topic to 

a specific aspect that can be discussed completely in a paragraph. The rest 

sentences in the paragraph should be related to and develop the controlling 

idea, so the controlling idea is the main part of the topic sentence. 

 



  

1. Requirements of the topic sentences writing

       Since a topic sentence controls each paragraph. It is very important and 

helpful for beginners to write a topic sentence because it gives them the 

guidance they need in writing. All well-written topic sentences share four 

characteristics:

      It must be a complete sentence, usually an indicative sentence, not a phrase, 

which can express a complete thought.

       It is not too general and not too specific. 

       It cannot deal with too much information. 

      The controlling idea of the topic sentence should be some key words expressing 

the main idea. It can be a single word, a phrase or a clause.                                                                
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2. The placement of the topic sentence

     There is no fix position for the topic sentence. Topic sentences are easily 

identified and popular when they appear as the first sentence in the 

paragraph, but experienced writers sometimes place it in the middle, or at 

the end of the paragraph, even imply it in the paragraph.

      Topic sentence at the beginning

      A topic sentence often appears at the beginning of a paragraph. Such a 

paragraph pattern has obvious advantages because it is easier for both a reader 

and a writer. It not only helps writers to prevent random ideas from appearing in 

the paragraph, but also makes the reader more easily know what the paragraph 

intends to discuss and examine the supporting details that follow. It is the most 

useful way for a student to begin practicing English writing. 
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      The topic sentence in the middle of the paragraph

 

     Topic sentence sometimes appears in the middle of paragraphs following 

introductory descriptive details. All these details are clearly related to the topic 

sentence, which can draw a conclusion from preceding material and suggests 

that more will follow. The middle position is especially appropriate when two 

things are compared.
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      The topic sentence at the end of the paragraph

       Placing a topic sentence at the end of the paragraph, the writer can build up 

a feeling of suspense which tastes the readers into continuing to the end to find 

out the main point. Usually the author first states some details; then explains his 

point and finally summarizes with a topic sentence. 
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      No topic sentences in the paragraph 

       Some paragraphs contain only an implied topic sentence, but no stated 

sentence at all. A topic sentence is normally unnecessary because each 

sentence in the paragraph contributes to the central idea. 
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      Double topic sentences

       When topic sentence appears both at the beginning and the end of the 

paragraph, the double topic sentences put an emphasis on the central idea of 

the paragraph, but also help the readers have good understanding. In this case 

the double topic sentences have the same aim to hold the supporting sentences 

in the paragraph. 
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      As discussed earlier, in any well-written paragraph supporting sentences 

should help explain or support the central idea expressed in the topic sentence. 

They should also be presented in a systematic way so as to logically develop 

the idea. Any sentences, phrases, or words that do not support the topic should 

be cut out because they weaken the unity of the paragraph. Normally there are 

more than two supporting sentences. To write a good paragraph, we should 

pay special attention to requirements of supporting sentences writing. 

  1. Supporting sentences should develop or illustrate the topic adequately.

　  Supporting sentences are also called developing sentences. They should be 

closely relevant to the topic sentence. They serve to back up, clarify, explain the 

main idea with factual details, examples or statistics which may come from 

magazines, journals, newspapers, books even our experience. Any details that fail 

to support the topic is not suitable in the paragraph because they weaken the unity 

of the paragraph. 
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