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Abstract

Metaphors have always played a role in language which cannot be ignored in
human beings’ lives. In traditional views of metaphor, metaphors are regarded as
rhetorical means. Cognitive linguists consider metaphor in essence, as the use of one
object to understand and experience another object. Metaphor on the one hand
manifests the cognitive world of mankind. On the other hand, it also influences one’s
thinking. Lakoff&Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphorical Theory has opened a new era
for metaphor study. Ever since Conceptual Metaphorical Theory, metaphor has been
seen as pervasive in our thought, action and language, and an important cognitive
instrument, by which human beings categorize and conceptualize the world.

Animals are one of the closest companions to human beings. Mankind sometimes
view animal as a friend or as an enemy or as a source of food supply. Animal and
mankind co-exist together and their activities intertwined, influencing each other.
Mankind found in animal certain characteristics and images which are similar, leading
to an analysis of their similarities to make sense of one’s experience and relationship
with one’s surrounding. There are many phrases and expressions on animal metaphors
in different languages. Animal metaphors, which frequently appear in communication,
play a vital role in enriching the language. Animal metaphors are a basic way for
people to cognize and understand the world, and it deserves more attention. Animal
metaphor refers to metaphorical expression hidden in language. Generally, it can be
understood by the people living in the same community. However, the different
geography, culture, and thinking pattern present a certain difficulty in translation of
animal metaphors. In order to understand animal metaphors of different languages
better, it is necessary to investigate Chinese and English animal metaphors.

On the basis of Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory, this paper
aims to study the similarities and differences between Chinese and English animal
metaphors, and sexism reflected from them by analyzing animal images. At the same
time this paper hopes to make a certain contribution to high-quality cross-cultural

communication.
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