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Module 1 Types of Paragraph

According to their positions and functions in the
article, paragraphs can be classified into three
types:

A the opening paragraph
< the body paragraph

7 the concluding paragraph

More to learn
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1. Opening Paragraph %,

The opening paragraph is the first paragraph
of an essay, which-is often used to introduce
the topic, also “called the introductory
paragraph. It tells the reader what subject the
whole essay is about, and what the author’s
attitude is toward the subject.
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In general, a well-written opening paragraph

always has four purposes:

> |t states the topic of the essay. \

» It gives background information on the topic.
» It should. arouse the reader’s curiosity about or l
interest in the toplic.

» |t often indicates the focus, purpose, or direction

of the essay.
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An opening paragraph often consists of two
parts—a few general statements about the topic
to catch the reader’s attention and a thesis
statement to state the main idea of the essay. A
thesis statement for an essay is just like a topic
sentence for a paragraph. It is a complete,
declarative and affirmative sentence which may
be the first or the only sentence of the paragraph
or may follow general statements at the end of
the opening paragraph.
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Two-parts of an opening paragraph:
General statements
< introduce the topic of the essay \
& give a general background of the topic
Thesis statement
< states the mainidea
< limits the topic
A gives the topic a focus or controls the content to
be discussed in the body
< indicates the methods of organization
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(1) Patterns of Opening Paragraph @

The most common way of an

General statement of topic _ : _
opening paragraph begins with

a few general statements. The
writer introduces the general
topic first and then narrows
down that topic to a specific
Specific-thesis thesis ending the paragraph
from wide to narrow. That .is
from general statement to topic
sentence(~3 5 — ).
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(1) Patterns of Opening Paragraph

\:/, Sample 1

Every year men and women crowd into cities in
search of employment, a decent living, and the
excitement and stimulation of wrban life. ({ General
statement 1) According to a research ,the population in
Shanghai alone has increased 26% in the last three
vears. ( General statement 2 ) With rise in urban
population, many big cities have met problems of

their own. ( Topic sentence )

The sample of opening paragraph ends
with the thesis slalement , and has a
clear .'-;uhli:-!c't_ It tells us: With rise in
urban population, many big cities
have met problems of their own,

which follows a g:—em—er:ﬂ slalement Lo

|Jr{n'i[|:-! |Juc'kgruum| information.

i
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(1) Patterns of Opening Paragraph @

Another pattern directly states

Specific thesis the thesis which goes straight to the
point to put forward the main idea of

the article. At the same time, the

following general statements

present further explanation to the

topic. That is from topic sentence to
Transitional statement transitional statement(3= di— g 7Y

)

More to learn
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(1) Patterns of Opening Paragraph

\}, Sample 2

Like all other senior Hlll[li-!lllH, I have an impurlunl
decizion to make upon graduation; that is, what job 1
am g{}ing o take up as my life career. (ﬂ:—em—erd slale-
ment 1) For a student majoring in English in a famous
university, | have a wide range of choice to make.
( General statement 2) However, considering the voca-
tional * .l-:.l:1|1|:-!m-!.l-:.5," the two enviable vacalions and
particularly the sense of achievement and success to be
experienced in the teaching career, I have finally de-
cided to be an English teacher after my gradua-

tion. ( Topic sentence )

The sample of opening paragraph ends
with the thesis statement, and has a
clear .l-3u|:lli:-ec'l. It focuses on “the choice
of a job before graduation™ iz precise
and definite. From this opening para-
graph, the reader can infer the main
|Jﬂinl.l-1 o be t|:—w:—e|ﬂ|1i—e{| in the IHHI}'

varagraphs.
pardagrij
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The following two samples start with a thesis
statement, backed by specific information, which brings
the reader immediately to the main idea of the article,
and helps him predicate what is to be discussed in the

.

following paragraphs.
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\*/; Sample 3

Television has become one of the most influential forms of communication today.
( Topic sentence ) It affects the lives of everyone from the children to the adults. ( Transitional

statement 1 ) The influence of this |H}\+'{-erf|1| medium ranges wi{]{-eh' from most beneficial to {-!xlr{-enu-ﬂ}'

harmful. ( Transitional statement 2 )

v Sample 4

Now people become increasingly aware of the importance of acquiring a mastery of a
foreign language. ( Topic sentence ) To them, the knowledge of a foreign language , English,
often means a good opportunity for one’s career, even a passport to a prosperous future.

( Transitional statement 1) Many of them equate suecess in life with the ability of speaking a foreign

language. ( Transitional statement 2 )
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(2) Ways of creating an opening paragraph
The opening paragraph probably is the most important part of an essay. Done
well, it enables to lead the reader smoothly into the body writing. Done improperly,
it will confuse readers. The way of writing opening paragraph depends on the
purpose of the writer. The following are some usual ways of a good opening.
Begin with a directly stated thesis
This method is to begin a paragraph with a thesis statement; it's the easy way
to write the opening paragraph.
Begin with an Anecdote
A short anecdote or story gives focus to the discussion of an essay and involves
the reader at once. The story can come from personal experience or from history.
Begin with a well-phrase quotation
A famous statement, a popular slogan or a common saying by an expert or a
famous person can lead credibility and interest to our essay and may help the
reader to see our topic in specific terms. Using quotation may sum up your point
of view more effectively than your own words could.
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Begin with a question

Beginning essay with a question is also an effective way to encourage interest.
You can answer the question in the opening paragraph or take it up in the body
paragraph. Sometimes the question is only rhetorical; it will not have to give
specific answer.

Begin with background information

Many times we need to begin an essay with background material. The
background statement helps to recount the topic.

Begin with statistics

Statistics is commonly used in the opening paragraph. The properly cited
statistics will lead credibility to our discussion.

Begin with a definition

If you are introducing a new and important term that may be unfamiliar to your
readers, a definition is a good way to begin a paragraph.
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\f/. Sample 5

While it attracts everyone, happiness means differently to dif- | * Begin with a directly
ferent persons. For c‘hihlr:—en, IILl']']illi—!.‘-:-.‘-:- often sugresls :—!uting some- | slated thesis” method is
Lhing or |J|u:r'ing with Loys. For a slamp c‘u":—ec'tur, slamps |Jring more | used in the .‘-Z-Llll!l']li-!.

a discovery or an in-

delight than a simple meal. And for a scientiat,

vention rather than unything elae gIves him greatest sati slaction.
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\), Sample 6

One cold afternoon in 1937 a football game was taking
|J|:1c':-!- The |J|:1:,':—!n-:. were students at Harvard l.Trli!;i-en-:.il}', near
Boston, in the United States of America. American football is
a rough game in which it is easy to get hurt. The players are
ue-;uull:,‘ strong , solid young mern. But on this occasion one
|J|:1:,':-er was lall and thin. He wasn’t rc—eull:,' h:—e:u':,' :—enuugh for
foothall. But he was keen to suceceed in 5|]il:—! of that. He
loved outdoor rames and |J|u:,':-e{| most of them well. Whatever
he did with all his heart. He was John Fil;r.gz—erultl K:—enm—ed}'_
Twenl:,'—lhrﬁe yedr later he would become Present of the

United States.

“ B:—egin with an anecdote ™

method is used in the 5:1m|1|:-!.
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] \:/ Sample 7

By the middle of 1941, Hitler had occupied fourteen
European countries. All the manpower and resources of these
countries, from France to Poland, from Norway to Greece,
were at his disposal. It seemed to him that the time had come

for his greatest venture—the invasion of the Soviet Union.

“E:—egin with |1uc'|\;gmunt| infor-
mation” method is used in the

.‘-Z-I.lll!l.l]li-!.

v Sample 8

Job Problems for College Students

Title; This essay consists of

thr = |1:1rugru|:l|| 3.

The job market for college graduates is getting tighter and
tight:—er. A recent survey shows that about 30% c‘u“:—ege
students can’t find a suitable job after their graduation from
college. And the number seems to be increasing. Why do

college students find it increasingly difficult to get jobs?

nl]ﬂ[ll ng |Jurugr:1|1||

Purugruph 1 includes a few
gﬂm—!r:ﬂ statements and a thesis

stalement.

L
A
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(6) A rhetorical question

If an essay is ended with a question, it is unnecessary to be
answered. It just leaves room for the reader to think over.

\:/ sample 15

H["r[" Wwe Cdi sSee Yery E'][—'i.i.r]]r' [IIL‘IL IOy il I]ll]r' I b [Iii.i.l[l[]-l][l ril]g.‘-:, |1:-':;1uti|'u1 IZ'][.I'LII["."Z Li.l!l[l

other material L||ing.l-: . but never time and love. So is there an_}'h'l.l-l:l_}' who will still believe maoney

is all-powerful”
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There are several reasons for this strange phenomenon. One
important reason is that nowadays college students pursue too
high a goal. They are not satidfied with a merely ™ good” job.
They care about various factors, such as the working conditions,
the salary, the working place (in the city or in the countryside ) ,
el ﬂlﬂrﬁftjrc-!, :1|lhuugh there are many vacant juh:-; wuiling for
the c‘u"t—*gt—e Hlll{IHlIIH,IlIE:r' are unwi"ing Lo accepl them. Another
reason is that the academic subjects of the college students fail to
meel the needs of a certain job. What they have learned in col-
lege falls far behind the practical working requirements. So they

can onl ¥ let the juh-:. pass |:|:,' rt—!gri—!ll'u":,'_

Body paragraph
Paragraph 2 develops the thesis
stated in the opening  para-

gruph_

The above mentioned uruh‘&c—es tell us that the causes are vari-
ous. But if t'u"t—*gi—! students don’t take |:H-!n-1mu1| inlerests 1nto
consideration too much and if lll[—!:r' ['II.L-II%[—! their Hm|1|u:r'mﬁnl 0=

cept, they can still have chance to find a job.

Clﬂ-ﬁ-illg |Jurugru|1h
Purugruph 3 is the conclusion
ZIving a recommendation to end

the essay.




/4
Module 1 Types of Paragraph A

I V Sample 9

My Choice on Graduation Title : This essay conssts of five

aragraphs.
paragraj

U|Jun gru{luuliun from :'u“ﬂgﬁ, all the gru{luult—fh‘- will ﬂpening |Jurugru|:l||
face a quz-er-:-liun; to enter the wurking world or 10 slay for Purugruph 1 includes a few g:—em—erul
further .l-;lud:r' in c‘u"egﬂ'f‘ Some students will no doubt | statements and a thesis statement.
choose 1o leave t'ullﬂgt—! and find a jul] 01 gru{luuliun_ |
|:|E|ur|g to the second kind and decide to continue my
study. ( Thess statement ) In recent years, there is,
ill{][-![-!{l, a lemlﬁnc'y that more and more :'ullﬂgﬁ gru{luulﬂs
choose Lo pursue a Master's {lﬂgrﬁﬂ_ Tﬂl}' do [ choose to
slay on the usr-:.ﬁnl|1|:r'—|ine Ly .H'-llltl:r' for two or three yedrs
more? Is it that I simply want to make mysell more
knuwh—et]gt—euhh—e or is it that I have so enormous amount of
interest in a particular field of science that I don’t want to

gi‘r'i-! Ill:l‘l'al N{J-. TI‘IH Purpase u-f my I:I.['Elllil'i e Llll(]-llli—!r {IHETEH 3

like that of other thousands, is totally practical.
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First, there is a recognition that an candidate with a | Body paragraph 1

masler's {lﬂgrﬁ:—! will have an cormpetilive u{h‘unlug:—! over Purugruph 2, 3 and 4 are the |1[H:I:r'
those with unl}' a bachelor's d[—fgri—!i—!. I:Tupi:' sentence ) |Jurugru|1h'-:. of the essay, each
Five YEears ago when :'u"ﬁg:—! |m-|1u|uliu-n accounted for unl}' {Im':-eh}ping a subdivision of the
30 percent of the |1:-eu-|1|z-e of the same age, il was easy for a lu-|:|i:'_

['{J-"i-!g[-! gru{]uulﬁ lo gel a gu-ut] juh in any field. But now
lllings are [|uil:—f {]iffﬂrﬁnl; the number has |1Hu|u-f{| 65
percent and u|1|1ru-u:'hfe{] a 5ur|1||1'-:.. Cmmﬁqlmnlly many

['Ullll]i.llli['f.‘é sel a [Illl['ll ||ig||i-er 5-:.l:1n{]..'1r{| fu-r new recruils

than ever.

Second, the higher education you have, the higher | Body paragraph 2
salary you will receive. ( Topic sentence ) This is inevitable
because ours is a society where one’s income is still
determined |1}' the knuwh—et]g:—e YOU pOssess. Just look at
some big companies which compete each other to recruit
skilled personnel. Tempting salaries and “fringe benefits”
are often offered by those executive-search firms to highly

IEII\LI"!I"{] PErSOMNs. lli-tn.':illl ITore ['ri—!{lﬂllliiil.‘i your ['IILllI('HH dre

eEver |J|gg:—fr.
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Third, more knowledge means more opportunities. | Body paragraph 3
( Topic sentence ) The day of holding only one lifetime
career may be almost over. All too often, change throws
hundreds in a particular field out of work. More years of
academic studies will help equip you with more knowledge
and skills. Then if conditions change, you can slip with
comparative ease from one field into another, avoiding the

|]L‘I.ill {J'r \"r'i:lllillg L Loy ﬁlI{] :r'uurr-;:-e" oul {J'r o | .i”h-

With the growing number of college graduates being | Concluding paragraph
turned out each year, the situation in the job market is | Paragraph 5 is the conclusion of
getting tighter and tighter. Obwiously public awareness of | the essay which gives a summary

the situation has created a surge interest in r:—eutling for a | of the main points discussed in the

5
maslers {li—!grc-!:-!. essdy .
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2. Concluding Paragraph %

The concluding paragraph is the last paragraph of an essay, which not
only emphasizes its main idea in a summary restatement, but also echoes
the opening paragraph. Be sure not introduce new ideas in such a
paragraph. A well-written concluding paragraph should serve the following
functions:

e It should restate the thesis but not word for word;
e It should draw the essay to a close;

e It should leave a strong final impression of the main idea to the reader.
Just as the opening paragraph begins the essay discussion, so the
concluding paragraph wraps up the discussion, bringing the development
to a logical end. To achieve successful conclusion, we usually use some

strategies to ending a paragraph.




“.Module 1 Types of Paragraph
%

%__
U
X
(1) A restatement of the thesis %

If you chose this type of conclusion, you can make the reader
know your major points one final time. It is a good way to
reemphasize the main idea of the essay. However, be sure not
merely repeat your thesis. You should change the words so that
your conclusion is not too similar to your introduction.

\:f Sample 10 &—D

.-"'ulluitt:-'l”]r' , science has ereated atomic bombs and |]I'I.H.|llli'i-'l.| |]£—'I".'I:1.‘-22i1|'£-' |Ju]]utiuu. But it has
transformed the lives of millions of people. It has multiplied man’s energy, hopes, ambitions and

unt|m‘r-:t:;1nt|iug- It has elevated and will continue to elevate man intz-']]:-'x'tu:i]]}' and r-:|1i|'it11:i]]]r'-
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(2) A summary %,

A summary serves the double purpose of bringing the essay to a
conclusion and of reminding the reader once more of the main
points discussed. It is a good way to end the essay and can be
especially helpful to summarize the main point in long, complex
essays.

\:f Sample 11 f;:\/

The significance for college students of doing a part-time job means more than money and
experience: It will broaden their out-look and exert a profound influence on their personality and

life. ( summary )
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(3) A quotation

Ending the essay with a quotation of famous words will
make the deepest impression on the reader.

v Sample 12 5:;

Later risers may find it very hard to get into the habit of early rising. They ought to make
special effort to do so. As the English proverb says, "Early to bed and early to rise makes a man

||i-':i]t||],', w:-':i]thj,' and wise. "
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(4) A recommendation %,

An essay ended with a suggestion can supply some action
you feel to be taken. If your purpose is to persuade the

reader of something, you may choose this type of
_coRnclusion.

v Sample 13 C;ZD

So I am sure | the best way Lo solve the |1|'u|1]:-'|u is the combination of the two solutions. In
other words, we ]a]r' down more roads in the areas where roads are not :-'nuuf__{h and Oopen up more
bus lines in I.Ii-'l!.‘-:i-']]r'—|ZII.J-|ZILI]L-1[|Z-'I.I areas. If we can make guuﬂ use of the ath‘antag:-'r-: of both, it s

c‘unﬁdent]y i-'.‘i']i-'li'ti-'l.l that the |1|'u|1]:-'m of ||:-':i1r']r' traffic will be solved.
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(5) A predication or a warning %

Both a predication and a warning may restate points
already made in the essay, which should be closely related
to the content of the essay, giving a reasonable explanation
of what may happen or what should be done.

v Sample 14 53?& |

[ am sure Chinese will become one of most important ]uuguug:-'r-: in the world in the 217 century.

.-"'I..‘-Z EIIiI!L—l "l"r]]] pen furtlwr Ly [II[—' I.H.lt.‘-iilli-' 'lu"r'l.il']l.l.l tll[—' ]I:ll!l:i__i"l.li:l:'-__{i" 15 sure Lo IIIlZ-' .‘-Zl]l'i-'l:ll.l \‘r'lil']LI—l‘r'illi-'-
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(6) A rhetorical question

If an essay is ended with a question, it is unnecessary to be
answered. It just leaves room for the reader to think over.

\:/ sample 15

HHTH Wwe Cdi sSee Yery E']Hi.i.r]]r' [IIL‘IL IOy il I]ll]r' I b [Iii.i.l[l[]-l][l ril]g.‘-:, I]Hi.i.llr.irll] IZ'][.I'LIIH."Z Li.l!l[l

other material L||ing.l-: . but never time and love. So is there an_';lfmﬂ_'; who will still believe maoney

is all-powerful”
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1. Development by time

As the name indicates, in developing a paragraph by
means of time order the writer describes things
chronologically: earlier .things are mentioned before later
things, the first thing first and the last thing last. This
method, also called chronological sequence, is mainly used
to tell stories and incidents, to describe historical events, to
explain scientific ‘processes or procedures and to give
directions or rinstructions. There  are two types of
chronological order paragraphs. One is arranging details and
information according.to time order; the other is narrating
events in natural order that occur.
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BT \*/ Sample 1

My family spent two fun-filled days at Disney World last year.
When the gates opened on our First day, we boarded the monorail and
rode around the park. Getting off the car, we headed for Space Moun-
tain. After waiting in line almost an hour, we boarded the famous roller
coaster that took us for a thrilling ride through Disney’s univerze. Then
while resting and drinking Cokes, we decided to visit Main Street.
There we found a good spot to stop and enjoy a colorful parade of floats
portraying the history of the United States. An hour passed quickly as
float after float rolled by, depicting such scenes as Daniel Boone killing
a bear. A short time later, we decided we wanted lunch and began to
|Ju|»'.:-e around the restaurants. At last we settled on the Cafe Orleans
where we had either a late lunch or an early dinner. Afterward, we
gpent the remainder of the {]u}' |Jruw.*-:.ing in the 511:—5:'i:1|l:r' .'-:.||U|J.l-:. of the
Magic Kingdom. Early the next morning we once again climbed
aboard the monorail and headed for another day of fun. We got off at
the first stop and immediately headed for the Country Bear Jamboree.
After waiting in a long line, we thoroughly enjoyed the singing and
playing of the animated bears. When the show was over, we decided to
.‘-3|]HII{I the rest of our short visit touring the |Jurk and wult'hing the
many shows. ."‘l.|l||uug|| We were very tired at mil:lnighl, We ugrc—e:—e{] that

our twu-day vacation al Dir-;m—e:r' World was one of the best we had ever

I'IL‘I.{].

The 5uru|1|:—f tells the
wrilers  expenences
by using of a person-
al anecdote o illus-
trate the point. It's a
very eflective way Lo
arouse your readers’
interest and impress

them {IHH|]|}'.
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2. Development by space

When we describe a place, whether it is a room or a
city, we normally describe it according to certain spatial
order. We may choose to focus the description either from
left to right, from top to:bottom, or from the nearest to
the farthest. A proper decision can help us to describe the
place in good order and not to confuse our readers. For
this we should find out the space relationships between
them and arrange our description accordingly, that is,
where we stand or where we start our description.

'l":_-::l'\'-
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\,/; Sample 2

The hut 15 about sixty feet long and forty feet wide. It is di-
vided into two sections , the kitchen and the bedroom. In the kitch-
en, you'll see the sink on one side with a few dishes and pots lying
in it. ‘On the other side, there is a small old table with three chairs
around it. A light iz hanging down from the kitchen ceiling. A few
|]ii'lllri—!h‘- are hung on the walls. In the bedroom zection , there are
two beds with green covers on them. One |Ji:'lun-! in the bedroom
shows a big house on a farm, the house where the family once lived

I]Hr{}ri-! ll'li-!:r' were {Il'i Veinn frum ll'l[-!ir IL‘llI{I_

The following sample is
developed in spatial or-
der. The writer uses lan-
guage Lo creale word |]ii'—
tures, which give the
reader details perceived
lhruugh the order of de-
Seriplion and EXPression

ul' S[raCe.
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3. Development by Process %

When we tell people how to do things in correct order, we
often follow a chronological sequence by giving a step-by-step
description. This method is called development by process. As
the steps must occur one after another, the exact order in
which they are carried out is most important, that.is, when
you organize a paragraph by process, be sure that you know
exactly the right sequence of the things to be done, and state
every step in a clear way. ?t |s’a.very useful way. to -avoid
mistakes, when reading slc pa¥agraphs, the reader is
actually following the writer t e whole process.
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\/ Sample 3

Some IJHJ-p!:-! like 10 {:{mk, but EVeryone likes to eal l-:{mkiug
¢an be fun and it can be easy, loo. If you want o make !-L{mwllliug
that is 1|ui{'k, easy, and delicious , follow this recipe for 5|}ir|u{:|| pe.
ﬁl‘&'t, heat 2 e, Add 6 IHIJIHHIHHJ-II.‘-} of flour and continue to beat
until the mixture is smooth. Then, add a 10-ounce package of fro-
zen spinach. The spinach should be chopped. Stir the mixture.
Next, add 1.5 cups of cheese, and 1.5 teaspoon of salt. Mix well.
After that, degrease the bottom and sides of a backing dish. Then,
pour the mixture into the dish. Finally cover the dish and put it in
the oven. Bake the spinach pie for 1 hour at 350C. The pie will
serve 4 people. After you take the pie out of the oven, you will need
to let it cool for a few minutes. Then, serve it with a fresh green sal-

ad, warm bread, and red wine. Fresh (ruit might be nice for dessert.

The sample gives the
step-by-step  instructions
Ly ]lt—!ip the reader camy
out  the process how to
follow the recipe for spin-

ach pie.
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