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understand functions of different types of paragraphs.understand functions of different types of paragraphs.

After learning this Unit, you will be able to: 



Module 1

Types of Paragraph



 Module 1   Types of Paragraph 

      According to their positions and functions in the 

article, paragraphs can be classified into three 

types:   

  the opening paragraph 

  the body paragraph 

  the concluding paragraph
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1. Opening Paragraph

     The opening paragraph is the first paragraph 
of an essay, which is often used to introduce 
the topic, also called the introductory 
paragraph. It tells the reader what subject the 
whole essay is about, and what the author’s 
attitude is toward the subject. 
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In general, a well-written opening paragraph 

always has four purposes: 

Ø  It states the topic of the essay.

Ø  It gives background information on the topic. 

Ø  It should arouse the reader’s curiosity about or 

interest in the topic. 

Ø  It often indicates the focus, purpose, or direction 

of the essay.



     An opening paragraph often consists of two 
parts—a few general statements about the topic 
to catch the reader’s attention and a thesis 
statement to state the main idea of the essay. A 
thesis statement for an essay is just like a topic 
sentence for a paragraph. It is a complete, 
declarative and affirmative sentence which may 
be the first or the only sentence of the paragraph 
or may follow general statements at the end of 
the opening paragraph. 
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Two parts of an opening paragraph:

  General statements 

    introduce the topic of the essay

    give a general background of the topic

  Thesis statement     

    states the main idea

    limits the topic

    gives the topic a focus or controls the content to 

be discussed in the body                                       

    indicates the methods of organization
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General statement of topic 

           Specific thesis 

（1）Patterns of Opening Paragraph

     The most common way of an 

opening paragraph begins with 

a few general statements. The 

writer introduces the general 

topic first and then narrows 

down that topic to a specific 

thesis ending the paragraph 

from wide to narrow. That is 

from general statement to topic 

sentence(导言－主题型).
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          Specific thesis

    Transitional statement

     Another pattern directly states 

the thesis which goes straight to the 

point to put forward the main idea of 

the article. At the same time, the 

following general statements 

present further explanation to the 

topic. That is from topic sentence to 

transitional statement(主题—承启型
)
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   The following two samples start with a thesis 

statement, backed by specific information, which brings 

the reader immediately to the main idea of the article, 

and helps him predicate what is to be discussed in the 

following paragraphs.
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     (2) Ways of creating an opening paragraph

     The opening paragraph probably is the most important part of an essay. Done 

well, it enables to lead the reader smoothly into the body writing. Done improperly, 
it will confuse readers. The way of writing opening paragraph depends on the 
purpose of the writer. The following are some usual ways of a good opening. 
   Begin with a directly stated thesis
   This method is to begin a paragraph with a thesis statement; it’s the easy way 
to write the opening paragraph.
   Begin with an Anecdote
   A short anecdote or story gives focus to the discussion of an essay and involves 
the reader at once. The story can come from personal experience or from history. 
    Begin with a well-phrase quotation
    A famous statement, a popular slogan or a common saying by an expert or a 
famous person can lead credibility and interest to our essay and may help the 
reader to see our topic in specific terms. Using quotation may sum up your point 
of view more effectively than your own words could.
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     Begin with a question

    Beginning essay with a question is also an effective way to encourage interest. 
You can answer the question in the opening paragraph or take it up in the body 
paragraph. Sometimes the question is only rhetorical; it will not have to give 
specific answer.
    Begin with background information
    Many times we need to begin an essay with background material. The 
background statement helps to recount the topic. 
    Begin with statistics
    Statistics is commonly used in the opening paragraph. The properly cited 
statistics will lead credibility to our discussion. 
    Begin with a definition
    If you are introducing a new and important term that may be unfamiliar to your 
readers, a definition is a good way to begin a paragraph.
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(6) A rhetorical question

  If an essay is ended with a question, it is unnecessary to be 

answered. It just leaves room for the reader to think over.  　　
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2. Concluding Paragraph

    

     The concluding paragraph is the last paragraph of an essay, which not 
only emphasizes its main idea in a summary restatement, but also echoes 
the opening paragraph. Be sure not introduce new ideas in such a 
paragraph. A well-written concluding paragraph should serve the following 
functions: 
• It should restate the thesis but not word for word;
• It should draw the essay to a close;
• It should leave a strong final impression of the main idea to the reader. 
     Just as the opening paragraph begins the essay discussion, so the 
concluding paragraph wraps up the discussion, bringing the development 
to a logical end. To achieve successful conclusion, we usually use some
strategies to ending a paragraph. 
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(1) A restatement of the thesis

　　If you chose this type of conclusion, you can make the reader 

know your major points one final time. It is a good way to 
reemphasize the main idea of the essay. However, be sure not 
merely repeat your thesis. You should change the words so that 
your conclusion is not too similar to your introduction. 
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(2) A summary 

　A summary serves the double purpose of bringing the essay to a 

conclusion and of reminding the reader once more of the main 
points discussed. It is a good way to end the essay and can be 
especially helpful to summarize the main point in long, complex 
essays.　　
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(3) A quotation 

　Ending the essay with a quotation of famous words will 

make the deepest impression on the reader. 　　
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(4) A recommendation 

　An essay ended with a suggestion can supply some action 

you feel to be taken. If your purpose is to persuade the 
reader of something, you may choose this type of 
conclusion. 　　
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(5) A predication or a warning  

　Both a predication and a warning may restate points 

already made in the essay, which should be closely related 
to the content of the essay, giving a reasonable explanation 
of what may happen or what should be done. 　
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(6) A rhetorical question

  If an essay is ended with a question, it is unnecessary to be 

answered. It just leaves room for the reader to think over.  　　
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1． Development by time

      As the name indicates, in developing a paragraph by 

means of time order the writer describes things 

chronologically: earlier things are mentioned before later 

things, the first thing first and the last thing last. This 

method, also called chronological sequence, is mainly used 

to tell stories and incidents, to describe historical events, to 

explain scientific processes or procedures and to give 

directions or instructions. There are two types of 

chronological order paragraphs. One is arranging details and 

information according to time order; the other is narrating 

events in natural order that occur. 
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2. Development by space 

      When we describe a place, whether it is a room or a 

city, we normally describe it according to certain spatial 

order. We may choose to focus the description either from 

left to right, from top to bottom, or from the nearest to 

the farthest. A proper decision can help us to describe the 

place in good order and not to confuse our readers. For 

this we should find out the space relationships between 

them and arrange our description accordingly, that is, 

where we stand or where we start our description.
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3. Development by Process

      When we tell people how to do things in correct order, we 

often follow a chronological sequence by giving a step-by-step 

description. This method is called development by process. As 

the steps must occur one after another, the exact order in 

which they are carried out is most important, that is, when 

you organize a paragraph by process, be sure that you know 

exactly the right sequence of the things to be done, and state 

every step in a clear way. It is a very useful way to avoid 

mistakes, when reading such paragraphs, the reader is 

actually following the writer through the whole process. 
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