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Abstract

After receiving years of English education, most learners are still out of their
studying subjects. Even for English majors, who have nearly four years of specialized
English training, their levels are still stagnant after reaching a certain level. The
phenomenon is called language fossilization. As a concept, it was first proposed by
Selinker in 1972, which both provides the theoretical basis for the study of second
language acquisition for other scholars, and play an important guiding role in our
study on fossilization of English writing. Realizing that the fossilization is common in
second language acquisition and particularly prominent in writing for English majors,
we decided to analyze the phenomenon and try to propose some solutions to help
them overcome the obstacle in writing.

The author reviewed the literature on fossilization at home and abroad, and
sampled a total of 120 essays from sophomore and senior English majors at Northeast
Dianli University based on knowing the relevant information about interlanguage
theory, fossilization theory and causes of fossilization. Through analyzing and
summarizing the types of errors occurred in the composition of English majors with
error analysis, we found the frequency and distribution of the errors. Besides, we
conducted a questionnaire survey on 62 English majors to find the reasons of the
errors, then put forward solutions to them.

We hope that the research can help more students recognize fossilization to avoid
it or reduce its frequency English writing. At the same time, we prefer to enlighten

teachers in methods of English teaching.

Key words: interlanguage fossilization English writing error analysis English
majors
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