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Overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: The number of international tourist arrivals in the Americas rose sharply in 2022 compared to the first two years of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic but remained below pre-pandemic levels. In 2022, the United States was the most visited country in 
the Americas by international travelers, with nearly 51 million inbound tourist arrivals. Mexico and Canada followed in the ranking that year, with around 38 million and 13 million international tourist arrivals, respectively. Read more
Note(s): North America, Central and South America, LAC; 2019 to 2022; countries are ranked based on the highest number of international tourist arrivals in 2022
Source(s): UNWTO 

2019 2020 2021 2022

United States 79.4 19.2 22.3 50.87

Mexico 45 24.3 31.9 38.33

Canada 22.1 3 3.1 12.82

Dominican Republic 6.4 2.4 5 6.99

Colombia 4.2 1.3 2.2 4.51

Argentina 7.4 2.1 0.3 3.89

Brazil 6.4 2.1 0.7 3.63

Jamaica 2.7 0.88 1.5 2.48

Uruguay 3.06 0.92 0.23 2.43

Costa Rica 3.1 1 1.3 2.35

Chile 4.5 1.1 2.03

Peru 4.37 0.9 0.44 2.01

El Salvador 1.8 0.5 1.2 1.89

Cuba 4.3 1.1 0.36 1.61
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Countries with the highest number of international tourist arrivals in the 
Americas from 2019 to 2022 (in millions)
Countries in the Americas with the highest inbound tourist arrivals 2019-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/261734/countries-in-america-ranked-by-international-tourist-arrivals


Description: Brazil and Mexico were the largest tourism employment markets in Latin America in 2022, each with around seven million jobs that year. In relation to total employment, nonetheless, Panama was the Latin American employment market most dependent 
on tourism. Read more
Note(s): LAC; 2022; including direct and indirect jobs
Source(s): Various sources; WTTC 
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Number of jobs related to travel and tourism in Latin America in 2022, by 
country (in millions)
Number of tourism jobs in Latin American countries 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1110886/total-number-of-tourism-jobs-tourism-latin-america-by-country


Description: In 2022, Mexico was the Latin American country with the largest number of sites designated by UNESCO as World Heritage properties, with a total of 35. Brazil followed that year, with 23 sites of granted this recognition. Read more
Note(s): LAC; 2022; including cultural, natural, and mixed sites
Source(s): UNESCO 
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Number of World Heritage properties in Latin America and the Caribbean 
in 2022, by country
Number of Latin American and Caribbean World Heritage Sites 2022, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1062348/world-heritage-site-unesco-latin-america-by-country


Description: In 2021, Japan, the United States, and Spain recorded the highest score in the Travel & Tourism Development Index (TTDI), with 5.2 points out of seven. That year, France and Germany followed behind, with a TTDI score of 5.1. The Travel & Tourism 
Development Index analyzes a range of factors and policies supporting the development of the travel and tourism sector in a sustainable and resilient way. It covers 117 countries and is made up of five sub-indexes, addressing a series of relevant [...] Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2021
Source(s): World Economic Forum 
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Leading countries and territories in the Travel & Tourism Development 
Index (TTDI) in 2021
Leading countries in the Travel & Tourism Development Index 2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/186639/best-ranked-countries-in-the-travel-and-tourism-competetiveness-index


Description: In 2021, the United States was the country in the Americas with the highest score in the Travel & Tourism Development Index (TTDI), with 5.2 points out of seven. That year, Canada ranked second, recording a TTDI score of 4.9. The Travel & Tourism 
Development Index analyzes a range of factors and policies supporting the development of the travel and tourism sector in a sustainable and resilient way. It covers 117 countries and is made up of five sub-indexes, addressing a series of relevant [...] Read more
Note(s): North America, Central and South America, LAC; 2021
Source(s): World Economic Forum 
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Leading countries in the Americas in the Travel & Tourism Development 
Index (TTDI) in 2021
Leading countries in the Americas in the Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/186663/ttci-scores-of-countries-from-the-americas


Key economic figures
CHAPTER 02



Description: The share of the tourism sector in the Mexican gross domestic product increased to more than seven percent in 2021 after dropping in the previus year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In total, this sector contributed nearly 1.8 trillion Mexican pesos to 
the country's GDP in that year. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; *Preliminary figures. Read more
Source(s): DataTur; INEGI 
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Tourism sector as a percentage of gross domestic product in Mexico from 
2010 to 2021
Share of tourism contribution to GDP in Mexico 2010-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/977929/mexico-tourism-share-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/977929/mexico-tourism-share-gdp


Description: The contribution of the tourism sector to the gross domestic product (GDP) in Mexico bounced back in 2021 after having suffered a slump due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In total, tourism-related economic activities resulted in a GDP of approximately 1.8 
trillion Mexican pesos in that year. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; current values; *Preliminary. Values were rounded. Read more
Source(s): INEGI 
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Contribution of the tourism sector to the gross domestic product in 
Mexico from 2010 to 2021 (in billion Mexican pesos)
Tourism GDP in Mexico 2010-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1230174/mexico-tourism-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1230174/mexico-tourism-gdp


Description: In Mexico, the accommodation industry accounted for approximately 600 billion Mexican pesos of the tourism contribution to the gross domestic product (GDP) in 2021. Restaurants, bars and nightclubs were the second contributor to the tourist GDP in 
the North American country, with a total around 255 billion Mexican pesos. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; 2021; current values; preliminary figures
Source(s): INEGI 
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Contribution of the tourism sector to the gross domestic product in 
Mexico in 2021, by economic activity (in billion Mexican pesos)
Tourism GDP in Mexico 2021, by activity

http://www.statista.com/statistics/819529/tourism-gross-domestic-product-mexico-service


Description: The foreign direct investment in tourism (FDI) in Mexico reached a value of 4.2 billion U.S. dollars in 2022, the highest tourism investment in the Latin American country since 2010 and more than 95 percent in 2021. Read more
Note(s): Mexico
Source(s): DataTur; Gobierno Federal de México; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico) 
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Foreign direct investment in the tourism sector in Mexico from 2010 to 
2022 (in million U.S. dollars)
Tourism FDI in Mexico 2010-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1005963/mexico-foreign-direct-investment-tourism


Description: Between 2010 and 2019, the number of tourism establishments in Mexico grew by more than 90 percent to more than 118 thousand. This figure remained stagnant in 2020. In the past decade, the highest annual increases in the amount of businesses 
operating in this Mexican sector were recorded in 2014 and 2015, with 22.3 and 26.2 percent, respectively. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; including only establishments in accommodation, foodservice, and reservation services
Source(s): INEGI; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico); UNWTO 
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Number of establishments in the tourism sector in Mexico from 2010 to 
2020 (in 1,000s)
Tourism establishments in Mexico 2010-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1015258/mexico-number-tourism-establishments


Description: Throughout 2021 and 2022, the quarterly number of employees in the Mexican tourism sector showed a steady growth, reaching nearly 4.6 million workers. This trend continued in the first semester of 2023. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; including self-employment; excluding indirect employment*; *Figures are not comparable due to the fact that, as of the first quarter of 2020, the expansion factors respond to the new population estimate of the 2020 Population [...] Read more
Source(s): DataTur; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico) 
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Number of employees in the tourism sector in Mexico from 1st quarter 
2018 to 2nd quarter 2023 (in millions)
Quarterly tourism workforce in Mexico 2018-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/977876/mexico-tourism-employment
http://www.statista.com/statistics/977876/mexico-tourism-employment


Tourism volume and 
expenditures

CHAPTER 03



Description: In 2022, Mexico welcomed more than 38 million international tourists, increasing its tourism volume by 20 percent versus a year earlier, though not completely recovering from the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Mexico, as one of the few exceptions 
worldwide, did not adopt strict restrictions to the entry of foreign visitors during the health crisis. However, the global air travel halt and the fear of contagion severely impacted the country`s inbound tourism in both years, which up [...] Read more
Note(s): Mexico; including only overnight visitors; *Preliminary figure. Numbers were rounded. Read more
Source(s): Banco de México; DataTur; INEGI; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico) 
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Number of international tourists in Mexico from 2016 to 2022 (in millions)
Inbound tourism volume in Mexico 2016-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/789709/mexico-number-of-tourist-arrivals
http://www.statista.com/statistics/789709/mexico-number-of-tourist-arrivals


Description: The expenditure of international tourists in Mexico surpassed in 2022 the levels recorded prior to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. In total, the inbound tourism expenditure in the North American country amounted to 26.4 billion U.S. dollars. Read 
more
Note(s): Mexico; only expenditure of overnight visitors; *Preliminary. Figures were rounded. Read more
Source(s): Banco de México; DataTur; INEGI; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico) 
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Expenditure of international tourists in Mexico from 2016 to 2022 (in 
billion U.S. dollars)
Inbound tourism spending in Mexico 2016-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/814622/mexico-tourism-revenue
http://www.statista.com/statistics/814622/mexico-tourism-revenue
http://www.statista.com/statistics/814622/mexico-tourism-revenue


Description: In 2022, a foreign tourists in Mexico spent on average around 424 U.S. dollars during their trips, the highest since at least 2016. The previous year, inbound tourists expenditure in the North American country was 18 percent less, reached close to 360 U.S. 
dollars. Read more
Note(s): Mexico; including same-day and overnight visitors
Source(s): Banco de México; DataTur; INEGI; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico) 
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Average expenditure per trip of international visitors in Mexico from 2016 
to 2022 (in U.S. dollars)
Per capita spending of inbound tourists in Mexico 2016-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/977725/mexico-international-tourists-expenditure


Description: The number of domestic tourists staying at hotels in Mexico plunged by roughly 54 percent in 2020, after climbing steadily over the past decade. In the last year of the 2010s, more than 62 million Mexican domestic tourists stayed at hotel establishments. 
Read more
Note(s): Mexico; including only overnight tourists in 70 tourist centers across the country
Source(s): INEGI; Ministry of Tourism (Mexico); UNWTO 
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Number of domestic tourists in hotels in Mexico from 2010 to 2020 (in 
millions)
Number of domestic hotel guests in Mexico 2010-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/696655/number-of-domestic-tourists-in-mexico
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