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Every year, around 20,000 American teenagers age out of foster care (%7 7¢) at 18, and have to start their lives
by themselves.

Ella first became aware of foster care when her parents were considering adopting a child. Although the

1 didn’t work out, Ella often found herself thinking about that child. “I’m really close with my family, and
just couldn’t imagine being ___ 2 on my own at 18,” she says.

Later, Ella visited Children Services, with a list of questions, trying to ___ 3 what aging out looked like.
One question was “What’s not being ___ 4 for these young people?”. Near the top of the list was furniture. “The
idea of moving into an apartment and not having a bed to sleep on pulled at my heartstrings,” says Ella.

Ella contacted her parents’ friends, asking if they had spare furniture to 5___. And a local furniture store
offered free space and delivery truck. Then she formed Chair-ity, a nonprofit providing furniture for young adults
who have ___ 6 foster care.

Watching those in need receive a bed, a table — whatever — was transformational. Ella remembers Hannah, a
former foster care girl who couldn’t afford any furniture. When Hannah 7 to Chair-ity, Ella asked what she
needed. “Everything,” she replied. When she found her once 8 apartment stood a full kitchen set, a bed, and
a table, she said, “It really relieved my pressure.”

“To think what hadn’t been thought about in years could bring so much happiness to somebody was

9___,” Ella says.
Today, Chair-ity has given furniture to nearly 200 young adults. As word has got out, Ella has received

donations from more and more people. She’s convinced these contributions give those young people

10 and confidence.
1. A. plan B. job C. way D. task
2 A. occasionally B. completely C. frequently D. slightly
3. A. explain B. understand C. expect D. recall



4. A. met B. built C. meant D. kept

5. A. arrange B. sell C. fix D. donate

6. A. left B. found C. improved D. thanked

7. A. looked up B. reached out C. held on D. gave in

8. A. quiet B. cold C. small D. empty

9. A. promising B. puzzling C. amazing D. pressing
10. A. purpose B. freedom C. hope D. guidance
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A few weeks ago, I accidentally dropped a plate and it broke into a billion pieces! I’d had it for about 40 years.
This morning, we had a parcel 11 (deliver) to my son. He opened it and 12 (proud) handed a new
plate to me, which he had bought with his own savings, saying that he knew 13 upset I was and wanted to
surprise me!
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On 15 May, 2021, China became the second country 14 (land) a spacecraft on Mars. The rover,
Zhurong, 15 (carry) to Mars on board the Tianwen 1 spacecraft, which was launched in July 2020. Equipped
with cameras and a radar, Zhurong’s task was to search for signs of life. It 16 (work) on Mars surface for
over ten months and is in good shape.
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COP26, known as “Conferences of the Parties”, was the latest in a series of ___17 ___ (meeting) bringing
together governments to protect the environment. Its main goal was to take measures 18 climate change—

long—term changes in world weather patterns that are linked to human activities including farming, industry and
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transport. Gases such as carbon dioxide, 19 are produced by these activities, trap heat in Earth’s
atmosphere and cause temperatures to rise, ___ 20 (lead) to extreme floods, heatwaves and storms.
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The Great Wall Marathon is designed to be more than just a race. We want you to be able to run in amazing

places, surrounded by friendly people, and exposed to new cultural experiences. It’s not just about the race — it’s

about enjoying time together with family, friends, and other running minded spirits.



Itinerary

17 May 2023 Welcome to Jizhou, Tianjin

18 May 2023 Route Inspection Day

19 May 2023 Relaxation in Jizhou with tour option

20 May 2023 Race Day

21 May 2023 Explore Beijing & Evening Celebration Party

22 May 2023 Farewell China

»¢On Route Inspection Day, the Race Officials will provide you with a Race Briefing, which will cover
everything from a weather forecast to a brief presentation of the start/finish procedures. All runners are expected to
walk the 3.5 km section of the wall that is part of the marathon, half-marathon and 8.5 km Fun Run course. Race
Officials and Medical Staff will be present to answer any questions you may have.

Rules & Regulations

Full marathon runners must be at least 18 years old on Race Day. Half-marathon runners must be at least 16
years old. Fun Run participants must be at least 12 years old. Fun Run participants under the age of 12 are also
welcome, so long as they are accompanied by a runner aged 16 or above.

The cut-off time for all distance events is 8 hours. All runners with a net finishing time slower than 8 hours
will receive a FNT (Finished No Time) on the result list.

If you decide to change distances during the race i.e. if a half-marathon runner decides to follow the

marathon route, he or she will receive a certificate but not an official time. The race result will read FNT. The same
applies to a marathon runner who changes distances during the race. All runners who change distances before Race
Day will be registered accordingly and receive an official time.
Visa Information

6 — 8 weeks prior to the race you will receive the service voucher which you can use for acquiring a visa.

For more details, please visit us online at www.greatwallmarathon.com.
21. What will participants do on Route Inspection Day?

A. Enjoy the Fun Run. B. Join in a 3.5 km walk.
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C. Get medical insurance. D. Attend a training course.

22. According to the rules, full marathon participants

A. will receive a FNT on the result list B. can change distances on Race Day.
C. should be at least 12 years old D. will be awarded medals

23. What is the purpose of the passage?

A. To advertise a sport event. B. To promote a cultural tour.

C. To introduce a marathon camp. D. To publicize a place of interest.
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Rene Compean was no stranger to Angeles National Forest. He’d hiked the park numerous times. But when
hiking along a new path, the 45-year-old was lost.

As the day faded into darkness, his concern turned to fear. With only a little water in his backpack and 10%
battery remaining on his cellphone, Compean was unprepared for anything more than the two-hour trip he’d
planned.

Compean climbed to a spot where he found one bar of signal. “SOS. My phone is going to die. I’'m lost,” he
texted a friend, attaching a photo showing where he was. The shot showed his legs hanging over a rock face. All
Compean could do then was wait. The temperature was dropping fast. Dressed only in shorts, and a sweatshirt, the
hiker was chilled to the bone. He hugged himself into a tight ball. And after spotting two mountain lions, he spent
the night on high alert.

Sixty miles away, Ben Kuo was working at home when he read a posting from the police, showing an image
of a man’s legs. The search-and-rescue teams had spent the previous night unsuccessfully looking for Compean, so
they released the photo, hoping someone might recognize the location.

“I’ve always loved looking for where photos are taken,” Kuo says. He frequently tries to identify where movie
scenes or commercials were filmed. He’s often successful. When he saw the image, he automatically pulled up a
satellite map on his laptop. “There’s an amazing amount of information you can get from satellites,” he says. The
first thing he noticed in Compean’s photo was plenty of greenery. After comparing it to the satellite map, Kuo
realized something: “He’s got to be on the south side because there’re not any green valleys on the north side.”

That finding led him to an area that looked like the territory in the image. The final step was cross- referencing
the original photo with 3-D images of the area. The locations matched!

After spending 27 hours in the wilderness, Compean was found.

Compean’s story probably would have ended differently had it not been for the man with strong satellite skills
and a sharp eye for detail.

24. What caused Compean to get lost on the hike?

A. The thick forest. B. The unfamiliar route.

C. The coming of nightfall. D. Low battery on the phone.
25. Kuo was able to offer help because of

A. his photo reading ability B. his sense of responsibility
C. his professional experience D. his familiarity with the area
26. What can we learn from this story?

A. One good turn deserves another.
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