H E

N6 1 FE ALY P E AT RN < SRS B B R I 3,
7 I B 28 A 2 [ )2 AR SR I 30 o AR SC DA — I LB e 2 ) [
HIAAR I TS B, 25 5B e i B 2R D S AN R FIR DL, AP AR 9T 7
] 245 S X 18 DR A% 378 1 2 Ji5 ] AR 0 17 P S L X 1) |32 =, BT AR PO A (XA
RS R, EESHEH R AR E BN it AT UL, 2R IR S
EAE BN )2 AR, SUR AN E B R PR, BB HONEER
LR, KRR R B E X B BES L RIRT 5 2 LR R IR R, A
iy [ 2R st XA R B s e R A A T ERIMIBUA L 25 Atk 4t
FLZ Iz, X T BT B A B R 0 A X A3 B AR, R e
AR GUIR YT 20 HAS L AL, S A i 1R B U1 Ja e i 1R 2R 1 it XA
[ B R S T T o

ARSI IESCER o 30> 5, AR Er i, 55— 58 e ik % 1 i (5 51
it 1 SR AE, JFE R R A SR B A M N R, 5T HEE A
HHEAE DR e P “ e ™ B BR R o B B BB U AR AR R 1 D A% 4
M e 2 P Grin 2 BB FUN AL (R e SR A e e S B S
KA BAERR A H=0R 7B A “ =MLyl ARPrEc,
FEAUATTHDN % G Geih B RaR R B, SCRIIaN 52 3% B S H L5, (£
ES itV U 4 DA PO B E 2 B2 U E: T s R RS RSP e
FULSRS AR R, AN R, S5 a90inE it i S B0k, RSB 3
HIALHE 5 H oS B AT AR 2 1A SRk o 5 T R0 BB 3 Ak A SO E HUb i #E
AN AT BER R I B 280 [ ont He B B A% 1 3y [ X005 3 i 1 52

ARSI BAE D By e 2R P i (AN R AL RN DO /L, X BL S By i 30t 2k
BBIEBRIAE BN NER, &G40 1 2 4 AP B EMBUEEFHE. 4L
RHEFNRBCHEZ IR, o Ah “fim” 2] 53R X FARN
WAE SR A o DUYIHE B AATTSE i 1 2 & AL iR A2 5 2 B o Bl Ak 2 S04k

RKuti]: B E, REH, SRR KA



Abstract

The 1st to 4th centuries AD was the period of the most frequent cultural
exchanges and the most flourishing religious activities in the history of ancient Rome,
and it was also the period when Christianity was born and became widely spread. This
paper examines the spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire during this period,
and examines the differences in the spread of Christianity in the eastern and western
parts of the empire, from its rapid spread in the eastern part of the empire at the
beginning to its widespread spread from the east to the west afterwards; at the same
time, it analyzes the differences in the spread of Christianity in the eastern and
western regions through the ruling class's initial suppression of Christianity as a
heresy to its top-down support as it spread widely in the empire. At the same time,
through the process of the ruling class’ initial suppression of Christianity as a heresy
to the later process of top-down support and declaration of Christianity as a legitimate
religion as it spread widely within the empire, we explore the backward and forward
changes in the ruling class' attitudes toward Christianity and its deep-seated reasons,
arguing that the great political, economic, and cultural traditions and other differences
between the eastern and western regions of the Roman Empire formed during the long
historical development, which led to the different spread of Christianity in the eastern
and western regions of the empire and It also changed the evolution of the ruling class’
attitude toward it and influenced the different directions of Christianity in the eastern
and western parts of the empire after the late imperial period.

The main text of this paper is divided into five chapters, with a chronological
axis. The first chapter firstly Outlines the social background and characteristics of the
early Roman Empire, and explains the internal relationship between Judaism and
Christianity, leading to the reason why Christianity has been called “heretical” sect
since its birth. The second chapter, from the spread of Christianity from east to west,
analyzes the attitude of Imperators to the early Christianity in the 2 century AD, and
expounds the changes in the internal relations between Christianity and Judaism

during this period. The third chapter discusses how Christianity faced the complicated
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religious attitude of Imperators in different phase of the “Crisis of the Third Century”,
and how it developed rapidly in the western part of the Empire and formed a
challenge to Roman polytheism by perfecting its own organizational structure. The
fourth chapter analyzes the reasons for the change of Imperators’ attitude towards the
spread of Christianity, taking this as a clue and combining with the rulers’ religious
policies to explain the relationship between the spread of Christianity and the change
of religious status. The fifth chapter provides an overview of the process and reasons
for the legalization of Christianity and its state religion, and explores the impact of
Christianity becoming a state religion on itself and on both sides of the Roman
Empire.

This paper takes the different spread of Christianity in the eastern and western
parts of the Roman Empire as the starting point, and the changing attitudes of
Imperators toward the spread of Christianity as a clue to analyze the transformation of
Christianity from “heresy” to “legitimacy” in combination with the political and
economic factors, social background and religious and cultural development of the
Roman Empire in the 1st to 4th century AD. In order to help people understand more
comprehensively the process of the spread of Christianity and the social culture of the

Roman Empire.

Key Word: Roman Empire; Christianity; Religious communication; Religious status
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oG, Ml “ooE” SN NEFMEATREA, TERNEY, RUEE
B D NG AR —— 2 D A . R K4 « B il 2 JE 4 (Nero)
Mgeit it i, RO B « 5554k £8 (Julio-Claudian dynasty) , %31
PO EF O TGRSR, ALTEBURA IS B IR TR 7% 23t
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TR 2 k2 SO AR RO RE I, TN TN B, R £,

TEAEE A IR AAT

=\ TLIHFANMET EIRFNIZE

oS e h B E—3, FHEZCRE, SORP B2MA, M
M B ARSI ENRA E 2 B St T RZ RGP 2 A K
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MR R BBGRgE R b fasE, SR Y B NRBUE BT EIENARDL, 1Sk
T 2 ER R DIAIE S SERT S A BAR R T« 2 SR BRI T
XS T T H 3 B S R P ) [T AR R 1 AR, AT TIA X 2 g B2 A0 B A7 A
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© ERE: (FREMBPEAWEMFL) , HEFEBX, LETEASF, 2017 £,

C [BIEMKR: (FeE¥), T#mtE, HEHEHRE, 2006 £k, % 464 7.

CIHEFLIWET: (et , BHEEE, LiE, LEZBHE, 2007 FH, 72 7.

® paul Harvey: The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1962, p.181.
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Ko

FE AR AR STia I Y], fp £ 5FRREE %' 1 i 6] 5l 00k 1) 2 S 8 B A b g
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5. “RRATATLLZE IR HESR Gens Augusta (BRI shisfERTF 2 404
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P FEPNIVEZRE R o N Wi T ESE, SERET, 7 hidE
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[ZIM BHARRK: (FT), 2%, L& BIHRAE, 2014 F57, £ 152 W,
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8], A3 E RAGEEH A T W EME NS, £ BIRE, R
PR — AN, I “Lararium” (MM RE) , BRE FESEMR—
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@ Michael Ivanovithch Rostovizeff: The Social and Economic History of the Roman Empire, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1963, p.89.

ClEIHELES - B (FEE - MASPEHEEH) , (TREEEHLE) (F19%5), &
T AREMAE, 1963 £, % 327-336 H.
© Roy Adkins, Lesley Adkins: Handbook to life in Ancient Rome, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, p.244.
C Y. (FFIREAR) , BEFMAX, LEFEAZ, 2009 £,
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® 2. (FREREFHSHEMEL) (L&), LR LRAFEKRAM, 2013 £, % 232-233 W,
C[HEFLIMT.RE: Gbrl), dx: BEHAHW, 1981 £, % 133 7.
[(AEIPIT: (FITHE) F=%, . AREMRA, 1976 SR, % 174 7.
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ClElRR -G, [BIHEEER - B (BRBEBEEHLE) (1R, I+% (b)),
2016 i, % 424 T,
© [HEDIKA LY - HMERTEHE: (FLEIE), $EHF, WL T AFEHRAE, 2017 £)K,
%107 M.
(FZEIAERRE: (BFE+ & /), KOIW., 773, HFEFF, 4 BEHHEE, 2009
FIR, %86 M.
® Cassius Dio, Roman History, Volume VI, Books 51-55, translated by Earnest Cary, Herbert B.Foster, Boston:
Harvard University Press, 1917, p.54.
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oK B 2R 5 T S A 8 Ao S R AN S BRI 46 v o R R A X 1 P A%k AR T
% iy [ N SRR (N R O LI R » B2, IR A X MR i e
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® Barbara Levick, The Senatus Consultum from Larinum, Journal of Roman Studies, 1983.
®RHE#%: (FEA), ##&, big: HEARSBMKE, 2000 £K, % 18-19 W,
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Hos S5 5K 2 M 52 DABR SR B PR B A A Dy B B A A [ X — D%,
WR4E (CEL) MR PR, HRGK AR T AR (A aRIE, ZE 0 RIF) ) SR s .
KY) 30 Gof, (ELBFZHTHGEELQM, AL GG SR E I .
L) 00 29 4, HEERAEBREGIHUA 9P D a B, LB NI T R FE 4 T
WAE T3 b BRERESEIG ISR 3 REWE, IR T &M “#ul” , 240 K

® Titus Flavius Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, Books 14-15, translated by Ralph Marcus, Allen Wikgren, Series:
Loeb Classical Library, 1998, p.509.
© ME: (REHER) (EM), b ZBHE, 1979 FM], £22 W,
[(EZZ]#ERR: (REE) (ETH , . HEHOHE, 1981 Fi), F15%F 14 7,
C[HEEDIRTELE: (How), [#] BREFE. BAEME, L7 £5F 324 - HFao =B E, 2009
FIR, % 34-35 W
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