
INDUSTRIES & MARKETS

Theater and Broadway in the 
U.S.



Table of Contents

1

01 Overview

03Live performance theater industry's market size in the U.S. 2013-2023

04Businesses in the live performance theater industry in the U.S. 2013-2023

05Employment in the live performance theater industry in the U.S. 2013-2023

06Live performance theater industry's wages in the U.S. 2013-2024

07Quarterly household spending on theater, opera, and concerts in the U.S. 2013-2022

08Event ticket bookings by event in the U.S. 2023

02 Broadway shows

10Number of seats at Broadway theaters in New York 2024, by venue

11Number of new shows performed on Broadway in New York 2006-2023

12Number of playing weeks of Broadway shows in New York 2006-2023, by category

13Attendance at Broadway shows in New York 2006-2023, by category

14Weekly attendance at Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024

15Weekly capacity at Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024

16Average admission at Broadway shows in New York 2007-2023, by category

17Average admission at Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024, by week

18Gross revenue of Broadway shows in New York 2006-2023

19Weekly gross revenue of Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024

03 Broadway online

21Most visited performing arts websites worldwide July 2024

22Most popular Broadway shows on Facebook 2023, by number of likes

23Most popular Broadway shows on Instagram 2023, by number of followers

24Most popular Broadway shows on TikTok 2023, by number of followers

04 Not-for-profit theaters

26Finances of not-for-profit professional theaters in the U.S. 2009-2022

27Not-for-profit theaters' average total ticket income in the U.S. 2017-2022

28Not-for-profit theaters earned income via single ticket sales in the U.S. 2018-2022

29Not-for-profit theaters' distribution of expenses in the U.S. 2018-2022

30Not-for-profit theaters' aggregate attendance in the U.S. 2018-2022

31Not-for-profit theaters' aggregate number of performances in the U.S. 2018-2022

32Workforce of not-for-profit theaters in the U.S. 2009-2022



Overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: The market size of the live performance theater industry in the United States grew in 2023 over the previous year. Despite the annual increase, this industry's revenue in the U.S. remained below the figures recorded before the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, amounting to roughly 8.7 billion U.S. dollars in 2023. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): IBISWorld 
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Market size of the live performance theater industry in the United States 
from 2013 to 2023 (in million U.S. dollars)
Live performance theater industry's market size in the U.S. 2013-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1176192/live-performance-theater-industry-market-size-us


Description: The number of businesses in the live performance theater industry in the United States increased by roughly three percent in 2023 over the previous year. Overall, there were approximately 3,800 companies in this industry in 2023. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): IBISWorld 
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Number of businesses in the live performance theater industry in the 
United States from 2013 to 2023
Businesses in the live performance theater industry in the U.S. 2013-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1178892/number-of-live-performance-theater-industry-businesses-us


Description: Employment in the live performance theater industry in the United States increased in 2023 compared to the previous year. Overall, there were over 96 thousand employees in this market in 2023. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): IBISWorld 
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Number of employees in the live performance theater industry in the 
United States from 2013 to 2023
Employment in the live performance theater industry in the U.S. 2013-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1181778/number-of-live-performance-theater-industry-employees-us


Description: The total wages in the live performance theater industry in the United States rose by approximately four percent in 2023 over the previous year. Despite the annual increase, they stayed below the salary levels reported before the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, amounting to roughly 2.35 billion U.S. dollars in 2023. This figure was forecast to exceed 2.4 billion U.S. dollars in 2024. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2014 to 2023
Source(s): IBISWorld 
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Total wages in the live performance theater industry in the United States 
from 2014 to 2023, with a forecast for 2024 (in million U.S. dollars)
Live performance theater industry's wages in the U.S. 2013-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1183376/us-live-performance-theater-industry-wages


Description: The average quarterly expenditure on plays, theater, opera, and concerts per consumer unit in the United States rebounded in 2022, following a sharp drop with the onset of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. In 2022, the average quarterly spending 
per household on such cultural activities amounted to nearly 79 U.S. dollars, the highest figure reported over the period considered. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2013 to 2022
Source(s): Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Average quarterly expenditure on plays, theater, opera, and concerts per 
consumer unit in the United States from 2013 to 2022 (in U.S. dollars)
Quarterly household spending on theater, opera, and concerts in the U.S. 2013-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/468191/us-consumer-spending-on-plays-theater-opera-and-concerts


Description: 16 percent of U.S. respondents answer our survey on "Event ticket bookings by event" with "Music events / concerts / festivals". The survey was conducted in 2023, among 10,046 consumers. Read more
Note(s): United States; January to December 2023; 10046 respondents; 18-64 years
Source(s):  Consumer Insights 
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Event ticket bookings by event in the U.S. as of December 2023
Event ticket bookings by event in the U.S. 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/997193/event-ticket-bookings-by-event-in-the-us


Broadway shows
CHAPTER 02



Description: Out of 41 theater venues in New York hosting Broadway shows, 32 had a seating capacity of over one thousand as of February 2024. Overall, the Gershwin Theatre, located in Midtown Manhattan, had the largest audience capacity, with 1,933 seats. By 
contrast, the Hayes Theater, named after renowned actress Helen Hayes, was the smallest venue to host Broadway shows, with 597 seats. Read more
Note(s): United States (New York); February 2024
Source(s): Internet Broadway Database 
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Number of seats at Broadway theaters in New York, United States as of 
February 2024, by venue
Number of seats at Broadway theaters in New York 2024, by venue

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1286797/number-of-seats-broadway-theaters-new-york


Description: In the 2022/2023 season, Broadway theaters in New York presented 40 new performances. Overall, plays accounted for the highest number of new productions, with 24 new shows. Meanwhile, theaters presented 15 new musicals and one new special 
during that season. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2006 to 2023
Source(s): The Broadway League 
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Number of new shows performed on Broadway in New York, United 
States from 2006 to 2023
Number of new shows performed on Broadway in New York 2006-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/192897/new-shows-performed-on-broadway-new-york-since-2006


Description: The number of playing weeks at Broadway shows in New York increased significantly in 2022/2023 over the previous season, following a sharp drop with the onset of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. That said, despite bouncing back to 1,474, the 
number of playing weeks remained below pre-pandemic levels. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2006 to 2023
Source(s): The Broadway League 
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Number of playing weeks of Broadway shows in New York, United States 
from 2006 to 2023, by category
Number of playing weeks of Broadway shows in New York 2006-2023, by category

http://www.statista.com/statistics/198296/number-of-playing-weeks-of-broadway-shows-since-2006


Description: Total attendance at Broadway shows in New York bounced back in the 2022/2023 season, after shrinking with the onset of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. While the 2021/2022 season only included 42 weeks due to the impact of the health crisis, 
the 2022/2023 season returned to the 52-week program. Overall, total attendance reached 12.3 million in 2022/2023, nearly doubling from the previous year but remaining below pre-pandemic levels. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2006 to 2023
Source(s): The Broadway League 
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Total attendance at Broadway shows in New York, United States from 
2006 to 2023, by category (in 1,000s)
Attendance at Broadway shows in New York 2006-2023, by category

http://www.statista.com/statistics/197638/attendance-at-broadway-shows-since-2006


Description: In the first five weeks of 2024, attendance at Broadway shows in New York declined slightly compared to the same period of the previous year. That said, in the calendar week 5 (ending on February 4, 2024), attendance increased compared to the same 
week in 2023, reaching approximately 213 thousand. Read more
Note(s): United States (New York); CW 1, 2022 to CW 5, 2024
Source(s): The Broadway League 
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Weekly attendance at Broadway shows in New York, United States from 
2022 to 2024 (in 1,000s)
Weekly attendance at Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1286598/weekly-attendance-broadway-shows-new-york


Description: In the first five weeks of 2024, the capacity at Broadway shows in New York was slightly lower than in the same period of the previous year. For instance, the occupancy rate in the calendar week 5 (ending on February 4, 2024) was 93 percent, whereas it 
reached just over 94 percent in the same week in 2023. Read more
Note(s): United States (New York); CW 1, 2022 to CW 5, 2024
Source(s): Broadway World; The Broadway League 
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Weekly capacity at Broadway shows in New York, United States from 2022 
to 2024
Weekly capacity at Broadway shows in New York 2022-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1286624/weekly-capacity-broadway-shows-new-york


Description: The average admission paid to attend a Broadway musical in New York has experienced an increasing trend over the last 15 years, peaking in the 2022/2023 season. That year, the average ticket price for a musical was roughly 135 U.S. dollars, rising by 
nearly three U.S. dollars from the previous year. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2007 to 2023
Source(s): The Broadway League 
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Average paid admission at Broadway shows in New York, United States 
from 2007 to 2023, by category (in U.S. dollars)
Average admission at Broadway shows in New York 2007-2023, by category

http://www.statista.com/statistics/198306/average-paid-admission-at-broadway-shows-since-2006
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