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1. Where will the speakers go first?
A. To a department store. B. To a swimming pool. C. To a beach.
2. How far will the man have to walk to get to the nearest bank?
A. Two blocks. B. Three. blocks. C. Five blocks.
3. Who has found a job in San Francisco?
A.Sam. B. May's husband. C. May.
4. Why is the back door left open?
A. Tim and the dog are outside.
B. The man is going to look for Tim.
C. The woman tells the man to leave it open.
5. What is the man probably doing?

A. Heis cooking. B. He is eating eggs. C. He is cleaning the kitchen.
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6. How does the woman help the children with disabilities?

A. She teaches them to speak.

B. She helps them go back to school.

C. She sings songs and plays with them.

7. How long does it take the woman to get to the hospital?

A. About 15 minutes. B. About 30 minutes. C. About an hour.

Wres 7 Bobiel, &S 8 2 10 &

8. How many people were expected to go to the restaurant at first?

A.33. B.34. C.35.

9. What program will the people do first?

A. Have dinner.  B. Play basketball. C. Have the celebration with Justin.

10. What will the man do this evening?

A. Buy a book for Justin.

B. Inform Wendy of the way to the restaurant.

C. Talk to the restaurant manager about the cost.
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11. What relation is the woman to Mr. Brown?

A. His secretary. B. His boss. C. His wife.

12. What does the man want Mr. Brown to do?

A. Call him back later. B. Put off their meeting. C. Send him an email.

13. What can we learn from the conversation?

A. Mr. Brown will have a meeting on Wednesday.

B. The man is not available on Wednesday next week.
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C. The message is about an invitation to the man's house.
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14. How did the woman perform at the job interview?

A. She managed to satisfy the interviewers.

B. She answered the questions honestly.

C. She had a good sense of humor.

15. What question did the woman think was difficult to answer?

A. Her communication with others. B. Her weakest subject. C. Her best quality.
16. What does the man say about the woman?

A. She is reliable.  B. She is easy to get along with. C. She will certainly get the job.
17. How does the woman feel about her interview?

A Satisfied. B. Confident. C. Worried.
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18. What is the speaker mainly talking about?

A. The importance of a good memory in one's life.

B. The ways of improving memory.

C. The importance of food.

19. What problem can lack of water cause?

A. People will feel more tired.

B. People will have difficulty in thinking.

C. People will have difficulty in concentrating.

20. Why is sleep important to memory?

A. It can control the senses.

B. It can make people think a lot.

C. It helps the brain review and store information.

EERS EEM GEHE, W4 504

B Gt15/ME: BB 2.545, W 37.54)

FISET L, MEBEATAT A. By C. D IUAMETR % H B AL .
A

H
w
pa)
~
\|

/|

RN
O
b=



Four Top Family Camping Trips

Camp Clearwater: White Lake, North Carolina

Camp Clearwater in White Lake, North Carolina, features its own 1, 100-acre lake complete
with 1, 300 feet of shorefront. On-site facilities here include a mini-golf area, sports fields and a
park that allows pets. Further, the family campground hosts various activities, including games,
cornhole tournaments and golf cart parades. Overnight campsites run from $40 to $60 per night.
A Tiny House Resort: Cairo, New York

Those cager to try tiny living in a natural setting should check out this tiny location in the
heart of the Catskills Mountains region. There are on-site facilities including a pool, a dog park,
kayaks, massage services and even goat yoga. You can spend your time walking on the waterfront
trails or relaxing on a boat. Rates start at $295 per night for tiny homes that sleep two, but some
tiny homes with more space for additional guests or amenities (fF]15Jifi) cost more.
Meeman-Shelby Forest: Memphis, Tennessee

The Meeman-Shelby Forest State Park features 12, 539 acres of outdoor space along the
Mississippi River. This area is known for its magnificent trees as well as the many endangered and
protected plants that call it home. You can camp here in a two-bedroom cabin (/NAKJZ) or on
one of the 49 campsites. Cabin rentals start around $110 per night, and you can rent a camping
spot for as little as $25 per night.
Flamingo Adventures at the Everglades: Florida Keys

Families within close driving distance to the Florida Everglades have plenty of outdoor
options to consider, including houseboat and eco-tent rentals through Flamingo Adventures.
Houseboat rentals sleep four adults and two kids maximum and prices start at $350 per night. Eco-
tents, which sit on platforms and feature bed linens, electricity, sitting areas and plenty of storage,

start at $50 per night.

1. What activities are available at Camp Clearwater?
A. Swimming and kayaks. B. Mini-golf and goat yoga.
C. Sports and golf cart parades. D. Games and massage services.

2. For a project on rare plants, which camping trip would be the most suitable?
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A. A Tiny House Resort: Cairo, New York.
B. Meeman-Shelby Forest: Memphis, Tennessee.

C. Camp Clearwater: White Lake, North Carolina.

D Flamingo Adventures at the Everglades: Florida Keys.

3. How much does a two-night stay in a houseboat at Flamingo Adventures, Florida Keys, cost for
a family of two adults and one kid?
A. $300. B. $350. C. $700. D. $800.

B

Nanjing Yunjin brocade is traditional Chinese silk art with a history of about 1,600 years. Its
complex weaving techniques, various colors and patterns, and its particular choices of materials
make it valuable and ancient people said, “An inch of brocade, an inch of gold.” Today, the
traditional characteristics and unique skills of yunjin remain to be an award-winning art treasure.
Its techniques are passed down from generation to generation by artisans.

Zhou Shuangxi, a national-level inheritor of yunjin weaving techniques, is one of them. Back
in 1973, he graduated from a mining school and was selected to become a student at the
NanjingYunjin Research Institute along with five other students, just because he was “in good
shape”. There were only several masters in their 70s and not even a loom (Z4fi#l.) to use. “The
old masters finally remembered a loom was stored somewhere. When I opened the door, I saw
what seemed like a pile of wood,” Zhou recalled.

“Weaving was difficult, but different from mining. Mining requires heavy physical labor, but
working with the soft and thin silk requires studying and practicing in front of a loom for decades
until you master the technique. My hands became quite awkward due to mining, so I used to put
my hands in warm water whenever I could. In this way, they could become softer and weave the
silk more easily,” he said.

Out of the six or so students, Zhou is the only one who has insisted on the trade to this day.
Having devoted the past five decades to yunjin production despite all the sweat and struggles, he

has developed his techniques to the point where he can weave the antique dragon robes in all their
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small details. He also made various artworks that not only show China's intangible cultural
heritage but also serve as Zhou Shuangxi's artistic creations.
“I am lucky to be in such a good era and I have the honor of being a representative inheritor,”

Zhou said.

4. What was Zhou's original impression of yunjin weaving techniques as a student?

A. They faced an uncertain future. B. They were popular among the public.
C. They required much physical strength. D. They were closely related to his
schooling.

5. Why did Zhou put his hands in warm water?

A. To relieve the pain of mining. B. To make them much handier.
C. To gain an attractive appearance. D. To rest his hands and draw
inspiration.

6. What kind of person is Zhou probably according to the text?

A. Determined and creative. B. Awkward and hesitant.

C. Encouraging and honest. D. Adventurous and sociable.
7. What's the text mainly about?

A. The ups and downs of yunjin.

B. People's appreciation of a traditional art treasure.

C Artisans' struggle to pass down traditional techniques.

D. A national-level inheritor of yunjin weaving techniques.

C
Those of us who shop online may scan customer reviews to get a better sense of products we
can't judge for ourselves at a physical store. We may check out online testimonials before booking
a haircut or visiting a new restaurant. But what happens if some of those reviews can't be trusted?

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) recently announced that it was proposing new
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measures to crack down on fake reviews and other practices used to mislead consumers. The
commission published a proposed rule that would prohibit companies from writing or selling fake
reviews, buying positive reviews, suppressing negative reviews and more.

“Our proposed rule on fake reviews shows that we're using all available means to attack
deceptive advertising in the digital age,” Samuel Levine, director of the FTC's Bureau of
Consumer Protection, said in a statement.

Research shows people overwhelmingly consult online reviews, but humans are also bad at
telling which consumer reviews hold water and which are nonsense.

That's potentially worrisome given that nearly one in every three reviews is fake according

to one estimate.
In arguing for the proposal, the FTC cited enforcement actions it had taken against
companies that manipulated reviews of their products.

In 2022, for example, the commission forced the online retailer Fashion Nova to pay $4.2
million to settle allegations (54%) that it blocked negative reviews from being posted on its
website — the first FTC action involving a company's effort to hide negative reviews. For its part,
Fashion Nova said in a statement to The New York Times that the FTC's allegations were
“inaccurate” and that it only settled the charges to avoid “the distraction and legal fees”.

Comments on the proposed rule have to be received within 60 days of its publication in the

Federal Register, after which the FTC will decide whether to issue a revised final version.

8. What is the main purpose of the FTC's proposed rule?

A. To improve the quality of products and services.

B. To protect the interests of physical stores.

C. To ban negative reviews from online platforms.

D. To ensure true reviews are presented to customers.

9. What does the underlined phrase “hold water” in Paragraph 4 most probably mean?

A. Be credible. B. Be prejudiced. C. Be official. D. Be

misleading.
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10. Why was Fashion Nova forced to pay $ 4.2 million in a settlement in 20227
A. To delete negative reviews of its products.

B. To post customer reviews on its website.

C. To resolve allegations of deceptive advertising.

D. To prevent it from facing further criticism and legal fees.

11 What can be inferred about the proposed rule?

A. It is well-received. B. It is still under review.

C. It has proven to be effective. D. It has encountered opposition.

D

Ever since 1911, when scientist Michael Cressé Potter noticed that brewer's yeast ({74
B}) could generate electricity, scientists have been trying to use the power of tiny microbial (fi
W) fuel cells. But the efficiency of the tiny “bioreactors” has been too low for practical use.
Besides, it turns out that most microbes (f#(/E4)) can be surprisingly picky in what substances
they digest to create electricity.

Now, a team of researchers from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne has
engineered one of the most common species of bacteria, Escherichia coli (E. coli) , to generate
electricity from brewery wastewater. “Though there are microbes that naturally produce
electricity, they can only do so in the presence of specific chemicals,” explains engineer Ardemis
Boghossian. “E. coli, which can grow on a wide range of sources, doesn't have such restrictions.”

While engineering E. coli, researchers changed its DNA to include instructions for protein
complexes found in Shewanella oneidensis (S. oneidensis) , one of the best-known bacterial
electricity generators. By integrating all components of S. oneidensis' electricity-generating
pathway into E. coli, researchers increased E. coli's ability to generate electricity.

Then the team tested their E. coli system on a sample of wastewater collected from a local
brewery. “Our bioengineered electric bacteria were able to grow quickly by feeding off this
waste,” says Boghossian, “whereas S. oneidensis, used for comparison, wasn't able to digest the

wastewater. This makes the engineered E. coli far more suitable for treating industrial wastewater,
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even if its electricity-generating potential is still less than S. oneidensis'.”

E. coli's appetite for different substances means the engineered bacteria could possibly also
be adapted to other waste streams. In any case, the researchers will need to examine whether their
E. coli can handle large amounts of industrial waste. If so, it could bring about some considerable
energy savings. “Instead of putting energy into the system to process organic waste, we are

producing electricity while processing organic waste at the same time,” says Boghossian.

12. What does the author want to express in Paragraph 1?

A. The necessity of developing tiny bioreactors.

B. The historical background of improving microbes.

C. The potential applications of tiny microbial fuel cells.

D. The limitations of using microbes as electricity generators.

13. What's the advantage of E. coli over other microbes?

A. It can produce electricity naturally. B. It can adapt to diverse environments.
C. It hardly reacts with other chemicals. D. It is efficient in generating
electricity.

14. What's Boghossian's attitude to E. coli's waste processing performance in the study?

A. Satisfied. B. Unclear. C. Concerned. D.
Disappointed.

15. What will researchers most probably focus on in the future?

A. Finding ways to make E. coli widely available.

B. Exploring alternative methods for processing organic waste.

C. Testing E. coli's ability to process huge industrial waste volumes.

D. Investigating the impact of industrial wastewater on E. coli's growth.
B GESADE; BB 2.5, W 12.540)

B9 /H 19

~/ 7~ ~



RIEFE XA, WS RES R H IR T B AR B AEER. EHPEW
A% ARG -

Air travel might feel like no big deal for some people. 16 So, what should you do if

you find yourself experiencing anxiety during a flight?

‘Investigate the root cause of your fear.
__ 17 Infact, the fear of flying is often caused by fear of other things, like being in an

enclosed space or something bad happening in the air. Once you figure out what causes your
anxiety about flying, you can focus on overcoming that specific fear.

‘Focus on a breathing exercise.

Clinical psychologist Kevin Chapman recommended taking slow breaths in through your

nose and then breathing out through your mouth. Place your hand on your stomach to feel the
breath going in and out. 18 This will help relieve your stress and anxiety by calming your
nervous system.

19

Before you travel, try thinking about what might bring you comfort if you start to feel a sense
of panic during the flight. Finding an engaging activity will take your attention away from the
anxiety. Try a crossword puzzle, read a novel, watch a movie or get through a pile of paperwork.

If you find yourself getting anxious before a scheduled flight or experiencing panic once on
board, you may be dealing with a fear of flying. 20 They can guide you in adopting

effective strategies to manage this fear. Don't feel embarrassed to talk about these feelings, as

they're actually quite common.

A. Create a list of calming statements.

B. Rely on a relaxing outlet or distraction.

C. However, for others, it can cause a lot of anxiety.

D. Try to count it out and repeat the cycle multiple times.

E. More often than not, it's not the flying itself you're actually afraid of.
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F. You can talk to your doctor or a mental health professional for advice.

G. When this happens, overcome your fear of flying with the exciting prospect of going

somewhere fun.
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The other day, while I was grocery shopping, an older man suddenly put his hand on my

shoulder, making me jump. My first instinct was to get 21 and ask him not to touch me.
Then I noticed the man was crying, looking upsetand 22 .

Suddenly, he asked, “Do you know where my 23 is? I've been looking for her.” I told
him I didn't know and suggested seeking help at the store's front. His 24 grew, “She was

right here.” I offered to walk with him to the customer service counter to makea (n) 25
for him. He agreed.

There, the woman asked for aname. He 26 me, expecting an answer. 27 |1

explained he was a stranger and I had no further information. By then, it became 28  tome
that this man was suffering from Alzheimer's. Having experienced this with my grandfather, I

recognized the 29  all too well.
I asked if he had a phone, and he wasn't sure. With his 30 , I checked his pockets

and found a small phone. Browsing through his 31 | I spotted one labeled “Daughter
Krissy” and dialed it.

His daughter answered quickly, and I explained the situation. She 32  me to keep
him from wandering off until she arrived, and I promised to do so. For 20-something minutes, I
stayed with the weeping man, providing supportand 33 .Finally, a young woman rushed

in, his daughter Krissy. “Thank you,” she said. “I had to leave for just an hour, and this
HZN /9 IR



34 I'm so sorry.” She explained that he sometimes runs off and looks for his wife,

who passed away 13 years ago.

Helping him up, she expressed her gratitude again, and as they left, I heard him inquire about

his wife again. My heart 35 , but I was so happy to see him with his family again.

21. A. curious B. ashamed C. angry D. nervous
22. A. touched B. disappointed C. shocked D.
confused

23. A. wife B. daughter C. friend D. sister
24. A. anger B. desperation C. confidence D.
determination

25. A. instruction B. appointment C. reservation D.
announcement

26. A. argued with B. turned to C. listened to D. waved
at

27. A. Helplessly B. Excitedly C. Hopefully D.
Reluctantly

28. A. natural B. normal C. clear D.
important

29. A. signs B. gestures C. expressions D. feelings
30. A. guarantee B. permission C. insistence D.
explanation

31. A. contacts B. photos C. messages D. apps
32. A. required B. commanded C. ordered D.

requested
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33. A. advice B. reassurance C. tolerance D.

guidance

34. A. changed B. remained C. happened D.
worsened

35. A. beat B. pounded C. stopped D. hurt
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High-speedrail 36 (develop) rapidly in China since the mid-2000s. China's high-
speed rail accounts 37 two-thirds of the world's total high-speed railway networks. China's

rail 38  (ambitious) just keep growing. The latest addition to the country's railway network
is a high-speed train line, connecting the cities of Zhangzhou, Xiamen and Fuzhou, all three of

~ 39  arein Fujian Province.

The first train on this line started operating on September 28, 2023, 40  (depart) from
Fuzhou, the province's capital. Travel time between Fuzhou and Xiamen, 41  popular tourist
destination, will be under an hour. The new railway currently has 84 bridges, 29 tunnels, 42

a section of the track that goes over the sea, making itthe 43  (country) first over-water
bullet train. Official state news agency Xinhua notes that ground transportation in Fujian Province
hasbeen 44  (challenge) due to it mountainous terrain (#1JE) . 45 (make) the

operation of this new line is a significant milestone for the province. China's continuous
investments in its railway network will contribute to the country's overall economic growth and

development.
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Dear David,

I hope you’re doing well.

Yours sincerely,
Li Hua
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Jenny always admired powerful and attractive marathon runners and dreamed that one day she
could also run a marathon.

To make it, one day, she began to seriously prepare. At first, she only set the small goal of
running one kilometer each morning. However, she still found it tiring and soon gave up running.
As days went on, her weight gradually increased. Upset about her health, she finally decided to lose
weight by doing exercise. She began running again.

As usual, in the following days, her big problem with exercising was always how to stay
motivated. She tried to find guidance from running experts and books. And everything she read
indicated that she’d better pair up with a running partner. She followed the advice, but human
exercise companions always let her down. Her last exercise companion quit with excuses like, “It’s
my turn to do the dishes” at six o’clock in the morning! She hated to admit it, but she had made

similar excuses to others and disappointed them in similar ways.
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Then Brucie appeared in Jenny’s life, a birthday gift from her husband, John. John couldn’t
work out with Jenny because he had a bad back. So that job was left to Brucie, a yellow dog. Brucie
was quite energetic, which made him destined(7¥ %€ ) to be a running partner.

In the beginning, Brucie and Jenny ran only fifty paces at a time, each set mixed with one
hundred paces of walking. “I don’t look foolish starting this way,” thought Jenny, “because Brucie’s
bones are too young to make him run much harder.” She was right, and Brucie’s early limitations
gave her time to start slowly without feeling awkward.

After about nine months, though, Brucie was old enough to run several miles a day and Jenny
was fit enough to keep up. From spring to autumn, they logged the miles together every day.
However, as winter approached and the weather got colder, maintaining a daily running routine
required lots of dedication and determination. And Jenny started to think the dog would be like her
previous human partners and that she couldn’t count on the little dog for help with motivation.
E
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What happened later proved that Jenny was wrong.

One spring morning, Jenny started her first marathon, accompanied by Brucie.
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1. Where will the speakers go first?
A. To a department store. B. To a swimming pool. C. To a beach.
2. How far will the man have to walk to get to the nearest bank?
A. Two blocks. B. Three. blocks. C. Five blocks.
3. Who has found a job in San Francisco?
A.Sam. B. May's husband. C. May.
4. Why is the back door left open?
A. Tim and the dog are outside.
B. The man is going to look for Tim.
C. The woman tells the man to leave it open.
5. What is the man probably doing?

A. Heis cooking. B. He is eating eggs. C. He is cleaning the kitchen.
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6. How does the woman help the children with disabilities?

A. She teaches them to speak.

B. She helps them go back to school.

C. She sings songs and plays with them.

7. How long does it take the woman to get to the hospital?

A. About 15 minutes. B. About 30 minutes. C. About an hour.
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8. How many people were expected to go to the restaurant at first?

A.33. B.34. C.35.

9. What program will the people do first?

A. Have dinner.  B. Play basketball. C. Have the celebration with Justin.

10. What will the man do this evening?

A. Buy a book for Justin.

B. Inform Wendy of the way to the restaurant.

C. Talk to the restaurant manager about the cost.

Wreh 8 Betdkl, E&ER 11 2 13 &

11. What relation is the woman to Mr. Brown?

A. His secretary. B. His boss. C. His wife.

12. What does the man want Mr. Brown to do?

A. Call him back later. B. Put off their meeting. C. Send him an email.

13. What can we learn from the conversation?

A. Mr. Brown will have a meeting on Wednesday.

B. The man is not available on Wednesday next week.
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