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dWikipedia:

An embedded system is a special-
purpose computer system designed to
perform one or a few dedicated functions,
often with real-time computing constraints.
It is usually embedded as part of a complete
device including hardware and mechanical
parts.
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* Commercial :
Vxworks, WinCE, QNX,...
* Free:
Linux, uCLinux, uC/OS-II/III, FreeRTOS, eCos
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