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Part 2: Reading
Item type

Multiple-choice, choose single answer
Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers
Re-order paragraphs

Reading: Fill in the blanks

Reading & Writing: Fill in the blanks

Time allowed

32 - 41 minutes
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What is the main idea/main aim/point ... ? (main idea or
gist; look for topic sentence(s))
According to the text, which of the following ...?
(supporting information; read for specific details, look for
key words in the options and find similar words in the text)
Why does the writer ...? (writer’'s purpose; look for reasons
or words indicating reasons)
What is the writer’s point of view/opinion on ... ? (writer’s
opinion; look at the conclusion or concluding sentence)



In many ways Britten's most ambitious effort is the War Requiem of 1961, a
flawed but still impressive work for chorus, soloists, and orchestra. It
weaves fogether the traditional Latin Mass for the Dead with antiwar poems
by Wilfrid Owen, a young officer killed in World War |. The point of War
Requiem is how the words of the liturgical text are reinterpreted and often
rendered hollow by the realities of death in war. In this work we see Britten's
prodigal inconsistencies on display. For all its problems, the War Requiem
will probably survive as one of our time's most impassioned indictments of
war and its heroic myth.
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Read the text and answer the multiple-choice question by
selecting the correct response. Only one response is
correct.

Which of the following most accurately summarizes the
opinion of the author in the text?

He finds the weaving together of the Latin Mass and

O antiwar poems to be quite effective.

0 He Is critical of Britten's inconsistencies as observed in
the War Requiem.

He admires the War Requiem of Britten but finds it far
from perfect.

O He questions whether Britten's work will endure.
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Whio Ara AboriginesT
Aborigines are Australia’s indigenous people. Recant govaemment statistics counted approximataly 400,000 aboriginal people, or
about 29 of Australia’s total population.

Australian Aborigines migrated from somewhare in Asia at least 30,000 years ago. Though they comprise 500-600 distinct groups,
aboriginal people possess somea unifying links. Among thess are strong spiritual belisfs that te them to the land; a ribal culture of
storybelling and art; and, like other indigenous populations, a difficult colonial history.

The Dreamtime: Aboriginal spirtuality entails a close relationship betwean humans and the land. Aborigines call the beginning of

the world the "Dreaming” of "Dreamtime”. In the "Dreamtime”, aboriginal "Ancastors” rose from below the earth to form various parts
of nature including animal species, bodies of water, and the sky. Unlike other religions, however, aboriginal belief does not place the
hurman species apart from or on a highar level than nature. Aborigines beliewe some of the Ancaestors metamorphosed into nature (as
in rock formations or rivers), whera they remain spiritually aliva.

Storytelling, Art, and the Didgeridoo: The oral tradiion of storytalling informs aboriginals’ vibrant cultural life. Songs illustrate the
Dreamtime and other tales of the land, while dances and diagrams drawn in the sand accompany oral tales. In the Northern Territory,
aboriginal art includes sculpture, bark and rock paintings, and baskets and beadwork. Rock carvings and paintings can be found in
such places as Amham Land, Ubirr, and Moudangie. Many aborigines earn a liwing through selling native arteorks.

Aboriginal music is often recognizable for its most famous instrument, the didgeridoo. A wind instrument typicaly made from bamboo,
it extends about five fest and produces a low, vibrating hum. Aborigines use didgeridoos in formal ceremonies at such events as
sunsets, croumcisions, and funerals.

Which of the following statamants about Australian Aborigines can be supportad from this text?

It is estmated that the population of Australian Aborigines peaked at about 400,000 some 30,000 years before white setlameant.

Despita being recognisad internationalh the Aboriginal musical instrument the didgeridoo, rarely plays a significant rolke in
Aboriginal culural ceremonies.

Today Aborigines comprise approximately 2% of the Australian population.
Aboriginal culture is based on a belief that people. animals, and the land are intagrally linked.

Ogdg adano

Unlike many other indigenous cultures, Australian Aborigines developed equitable relationships with colonial powers.
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