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Abstract

Abstract

The principle of common but differentiated responsibility is one of the important
principles in international environmental law, and it has a broad application prospect
in the field of international carbon emission management: on the one hand, in the face
of the increasingly serious climate problem, all countries should properly control their
own carbon emissions and assume "common responsibility" for global climate change
due to the mobility of the atmosphere and other reasons. On the other hand, when
identifying the "differentiated responsibilities" of different countries, the allocation of
responsibilities, the way to fulfill them, and the timing of their implementation should
take into account the situation of different countries, especially the impact of each
country on "global warming". "In particular, it is necessary to consider the historical
responsibility of each country for the impact of global warming and its ability to solve
environmental problems at this stage. Since the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities first emerged in the Declaration on the Human
Environment, the principle has been increasingly applied in international carbon
emission governance and has continued to be so until now.

Although the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities has been
relatively widely applied in the field of international carbon emission governance, the
overall effect of its application is not satisfactory: developed countries have
difficulties in assuming obligations in financial assistance and technology transfer as
required by the principle; most developed countries have difficulties in implementing
emission reduction targets as required by the principle; some developed countries also
try to one-sidedly emphasize in the application of the principle Some developed
countries have also tried to put one-sided emphasis on "shared responsibility" in the
application of the principle in order to avoid the "differentiated responsibility" which
is a heavy burden for them. Besides developed countries, there are also many
obstacles to the implementation of this principle in developing countries: some
developing countries have exaggerated and one-sided interpretations of the concept
and definition of "differentiated responsibilities"; there are large differences in the
attitude of developing countries toward this principle; some developing countries lack
the enthusiasm to participate in international carbon emission governance. Some
developing countries lack the enthusiasm to participate in relevant international
legislation. In addition to the different application dilemmas in developed and

developing countries, the principle also faces the problems of difficulty in playing a
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role in carbon emission reduction in maritime transport and ignoring the
non-economic damage caused by carbon emissions. The main reasons for the above
dilemmas may be: at the theoretical level, the character of the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities is easily disputed, and the implementation standards
of the obligations determined by the principle are vague; at the practical level, there
are difficulties in the execution of the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities, the setting of emission reduction targets deviates from the actual
emission reduction actions, and the legal documents involved in the principle lack
institutional guarantees for compliance.

The difficulties in the implementation of the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities are fundamentally a reflection of the game of political
power among countries. As the global climate problem worsens and the consequences
of global warming become more and more serious, international carbon emission
management is urgent, so the international community should actively seek solutions
to the problem: at the theoretical level, the international community should clarify the
status and legal attributes of the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities, reinforcing a sound interpretation of the principles, and clarify and
improve the standards that the principle should set; at the practical level, the
international community should actively explore a fair and reasonable carbon
emission reduction allocation scheme, adopt some incentive measures to alleviate the
divergent positions of the participating parties, and strengthen the institutional
guarantee of compliance monitoring. Only then can the principle of common but
differentiated responsibility come into play in the new era and steadily advance the

international carbon emission governance process.

Key Words: The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, international

carbon emission governance, application dilemma
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