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Though new term had begun for weeks, the new girl Molly still remained ___1___ around her classmates.
Now she was sitting at the picnic table alone. She seemed unsure of what to do or say, yet I could see her eyes
longing for __ 2

Brianna, the class clown, was standing near the playground making the other students laugh, as usual.
“Brianna, Molly looks awfully __ 3 . Would you invite her to join us?” I said.

Brianna sighed. I could tell that she was ___ 4 to do what I was asking of her, but I also knew she was so
sweet and kind. I had specifically ___ 5 her for this task. She looked at her friends, then at Molly.

Knowing this choice was ___6___ her, I reached into my pocket and pulled out a D-buck, our class
currency(5¢ ). Ineeded to ___7___ her cooperation.

“Here, ’'ll __8 _ you for your time.”

She offered an insincere smile, grasped the green paper, and headed off.

I watched closely as the girls talked. When they finally walked back together, I sighed with ___ 9

A minute later, Brianna came back and handed me the D-buck.

“I shouldn’t keep this.” Her eyes fell to her feet, 10 radiating from her quiet voice. “I don’t want
Molly to think I only went to get her so I could earn a D-buck. She’s my friend.”

Then Brianna skipped back to amuse her classmates again, and who laughed for the first time that week?

Molly.

1. A. satisfied B. surprised C. awkward D. ashamed

2. A. trust B. acceptance C. understanding D. respect

3. A. angry B. puzzled C. serious D. lonely

4. A. unwilling B. eager C. determined D. disappointed
5. A. studied B. selected C. supported D. examined



6. A. comforting B. warming C. paining D. protecting

7. A. consider B. permit C. check D. ensure

8. A. help B. pay C. prepare D. forgive

9. A. relief B. concern C. sorrow D. regret

10. A. excitement B. courage C. guilt D. impatience
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Space exploration began in 1957, when the first artificial satellite was launched by the Soviet Union. Yuri

Gagarin 11 (become) the first person to orbit(3£%%) the earth in 1961. In 1969, Neil Armstrong was the

first person to walk 12 the moon. Since then, space exploration has advanced very 13 (rapid). It
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has produced, much 14 (amaze) technology that brings changes to the world.
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14 amazing
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Leaf-cutter ants are interesting. 15 (look) for leaves, the larger ants usually go out in groups. They

bite of bits of leaves and carry them back. Watching these ants march in single file, carrying leaves, is quite a sight.
These ants can carry a leaf that 16 (weigh) 20 times more than they do. The leaves 17 (collect)
by the ants are not for eating. They are brought back so fungus(E %) can grow on them. The fungus is the food for
the ants.

[ %] 15. To look

16. weighs 17. collected
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Storyboards are a set of drawings to tell a story and a powerful way to visually present information. The

original storyboards, ____ 18 were used in movie-making, showed stories broken up into pieces. Each piece of
the story ___ 19 (draw) out on a card and stuck to a board in order. People were then able to talk about and
revise the story by checking one part at a time. Thatis ___ 20 I know about storyboards.

[ %1 18. which
19. was drawn
20. what
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Dear Jim O’Connor,

My name is Annie Le and I am writing to you on behalf of the Native Health Community Garden, a group of
people working on starting a community garden in the Mesa Neighborhood.

While searching for potential garden locations, we came across your house located at West Southern Avenue.
We are asking about the possibility of using your land as the site of our garden.

In general, a community garden is a space where plants are grown and taken care of by a group of people in
the community. Community gardens improve the quality of life, offer more chances to talk to each other and
beautify neighborhoods while providing green food and therefore reducing the household cost of food.

To ensure the smooth running of the project, elected volunteers would be in charge. You would have access to
all these volunteers and they would like to answer any questions you may have.

I have included some general information about community gardens and what they can bring to a community.
We would love to speak with you in person or over the phone to discuss what hosting community garden on your
land would involve. Issues may include discussing an agreement rental charges, garden rules, and water access. All
the costs for the project will be covered by us. We would also like to present to you our vision of this space.

We would very much like to have your support. Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to
contact me. Thank you again.

Respectfully,
Annie Le
21. Why did Annie Le write to Jim O’Connor.
A. To rent his land.
B. To offer him a job.
C. To invite him to join her group.
D. To inform him of the community garden.

22. According to the passage, what will the garden bring to the community?



A. More green projects. B. Less water pollution.
C. More communication. D. Higher cost of living
23. Annie Le would like to further discuss
A. service cost B. cooperation details
C. gardening skills D. community development
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Local barber (¥ % ifi) goes above and beyond for a little boy
“That day started all wrong,” LaQuista Erinna said. “And we forgot his headphones. We were running late,

traffic was horrible, so I knew it was going to be difficult that day.”

74100



When Erinna and her son finally arrived at their appointment, it seemed like there was no way 6-year-old
Jackson, a boy with autism (H 1), would be getting his hair cut.

“He just immediately got anxious,” Erinna explained. “Usually I have to do some coaching to get him in the
chair. He will put on his headphones, and we power through.”

Erinna said Jackson is a typical little boy who loves to play and loves art. But some tasks can be sensory
overload, and haircuts are one of them.

The stress was so intense for mom and son that almost two years went by before Jackson got another haircut.
But this time, he was in the hands of Ree, the barber, and things were getting easier.

Ree noticed his Super Mario Bros shirt and told him that he needed to save Mario by making sure no hair got
on him. She cut his hair while he moved and ran around the shop. She talked to him throughout the entire process,
encouraging him and reminding him about protecting Mario to keep him engaged.

“It just touched me so much,” Erinna said: “She nurtured that relationship. She gained his trust.”

“I feel good I can go above and beyond for a child,” Ree said. “I know children want to be free.They want to
express themselves so I try to find a different strategy to make them feel comfortable”

Jackson’s smile told the rest of the story.

Erinna was very moved by her son’s haircut. She shared a video online which has gotten millions of views.

Given the huge response, Erinna also set up a special GoFundMe to support Ree to make sure she’s able to
continue to work and replace any lost income from the impact of the pandemic (it 17 77%).
24. What usually helped to calm Jackson during haircuts?

A. His mother’s trust. B. His art books.

C. His barber’s encouragement. D. His headphones

25. How did Ree succeed in cutting Jackson’s hair?

A. By inspiring him to be brave

B. By cooperating with his mother.

C. By turning the haircut into a game.

D. By telling stories about Super Mario.

26. To express thanks to Ree, Erinna

A. raised money to support her

B. advertised her hair cutting skills

C. got haircuts at her shop regularly



D. posted photos of Jackson’s haircut online

27. Which of the following words can best describe Ree?

A. Kind and honest. B. Caring and generous.
C. Patient and creative. D. Confident and friendly.
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