
INDUSTRIES & MARKETS

Women's National Basketball 
Association



Table of Contents

1

01 Overview

03Most popular women’s sports in the U.S. 2024

04Most popular women's sports leagues in the U.S. 2023

05Revenue of the WNBA 2022-2023

06Share of WNBA players 2023, by ethnicity

07Head coaches in the WNBA 2004-2023, by gender

08Share of WNBA team presidents 2012-2023, by gender

09Female employees in the WNBA 2009-2023

10WNBA Instagram followers as of 2024, by team

02 Fan interest

12Public interest in WNBA in the U.S. 2023, by gender

13Public interest in WNBA in the U.S. 2023, by age

14WNBA regular season TV viewers 2023

15WNBA Finals TV viewership 2023

16WNBA Draft TV viewers in the U.S. 2024

03 Attendance

18WNBA average regular season attendance 1997-2023

19Regular season attendance WNBA games 2023

20Highest WNBA attendances 2023

21Attendance at the WNBA All-Star Game 1999-2023

22Average ticket price WNBA games 2021

04 Player salaries

24NBA & WNBA annual salaries in 2023/24

25NBA & WNBA annual salaries as share of league revenue in 2024

26Highest paid players in the WNBA 2024

27Average player salary in the WNBA by team 2023

28Minimum player salary in the WNBA 2020-2027

29Maximum player salary in the WNBA 2020-2027

30Rookie salary in the WNBA 2020-2027, by pick position

05 League records

32WNBA Finals wins by team 2023

33WNBA all-time scoring list 1997-2023

34Women's National Basketball Association all-time assists leaders 1997-2023

35WNBA career steals leaders 1997-2023

36Women's National Basketball Association all-time rebound leaders 2023

37WNBA career games leaders 1997-2023



Overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: As of January 2024, the Olympic events were the most popular women's sports in the United States, with 35 percent of people watching it, respectively. Tennis and professional basketball followed, both drawing 22 percent of viewers, respectively. Read 
more
Note(s): United States; January 2024; 854 respondents; streaming and traditional TV
Source(s): LG Ads Solutions 
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Most watched women’s live sports in the United States as of January 2024
Most popular women’s sports in the U.S. 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1418843/most-watched-women-sport-us
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1418843/most-watched-women-sport-us


Description: A survey conducted in February 2023 identified the most popular women's professional sports leagues and competitions in the United States. During the survey, 12 percent of respondents indicated that they watched or followed the Women's National 
Basketball Association, while one fifth were fans of the FIFA Women's World Cup. Read more
Note(s): United States; January 30 to February 2, 2023; 1,534 respondents; 18 years and older
Source(s): SHU 
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Most popular women's professional sports leagues and competitions in 
the United States as of February 2023
Most popular women's sports leagues in the U.S. 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1277017/most-popular-womens-pro-sports-north-america


Description: In 2023, the professional women's basketball league in the United States - the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) - generated an estimated 200 million U.S. dollars in revenue. This was an increase of over 200 percent from the previous year. 
Read more
Note(s): United States; 2022 and 2023
Source(s): Business Insider; NBCUniversal 
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Estimated revenue of the Women's National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) in the United States in 2022 and 2023 (in million U.S. dollars)
Revenue of the WNBA 2022-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1461333/wnba-revenue


Description: In 2023, over 60 percent of players in the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) were black or African American. Meanwhile, just 1.4 percent of players in the league identified as Asian. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2023
Source(s): TIDES; WNBA 
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Share of players in the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) 
in 2023, by ethnicity
Share of WNBA players 2023, by ethnicity

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1375205/wnba-players-ethnicity


Description: During the 2023 season of the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA), three-quarters of head coaches were women, which was the highest share of female head coaches in the league since 2006. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2004 to 2023
Source(s): TIDES 
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Share of head coaches in the Women's National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) from 2004 to 2023, by gender
Head coaches in the WNBA 2004-2023, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1375207/wnba-head-coaches-gender


Description: In 2023, three quarters of the team presidents of franchises in the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) were female. This marked a significant increase from the 13.3 percent of female team presidents in the league in 2012. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2012 to 2023
Source(s): NBA; TIDES 
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Share of team CEO/presidents in the WNBA from 2012 to 2023, by gender
Share of WNBA team presidents 2012-2023, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1375210/nba-presidents-gender


Description: Established in 1996 and owned by the NBA, the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) is a professional women's basketball league in the United States. The regular season takes place in summer from May to August and the play-offs in 
September. In 2023, nearly percent of employees in the WNBA's League Office were female, compared to 100 percent in 2009. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2009 to 2023
Source(s): TIDES 
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Share of women employed in the Women's National Basketball 
Association (WNBA) League Office from 2009 to 2023
Female employees in the WNBA 2009-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1168348/wnba-women-employees


Description: As of April 2024, the Los Angeles Sparks had the largest Instagram following among teams in the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA), with 352 thousand followers. Meanwhile, the Las Vegas Aces ranked second with 346 thousand followers. 
Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; as of April, 2024
Source(s): Instagram 
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Number of Instagram followers of WNBA teams as of April 2024, by team 
(in 1,000s)
WNBA Instagram followers as of 2024, by team

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1120623/instagram-followers-wnba-by-team


Fan interest
CHAPTER 02



Description: The WNBA is an American professional women's basketball league established in 1996 and owned by the NBA. The regular season takes place in summer from May to August and the play-offs in September. In a survey conducted in March 2023 in the 
United States, 11 percent of male respondents were avid fans of the WNBA. Read more
Note(s): United States; March 4 to 5, 2023; 2,205 respondents; 18 years and older
Source(s): Morning Consult 
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Level of interest in WNBA in the United States as of March 2023, by gender
Public interest in WNBA in the U.S. 2023, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1108312/women-national-basketball-association-interest-gender


Description: The WNBA is an American professional women's basketball league established in 1996 and owned by the NBA. The regular season takes place in summer from May to August and the play-offs in September. In a survey conducted in March 2023 in the 
United States, 27 percent of respondents aged 35 to 44 were casual fans of the WNBA. Read more
Note(s): United States; May 3 to 5, 2023; 2,205 respondents; 18 years and older
Source(s): Morning Consult 
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Level of interest in WNBA in the United States as of March 2023, by age
Public interest in WNBA in the U.S. 2023, by age

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1108314/women-national-basketball-association-interest-age


Description: The 2023 Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) regular season games were watched by an average of 505 thousand viewers across ESPN Networks and CBS. This was a significant increase from the previous year and made the 2023 season the 
league’s highest-viewed regular season in recent years. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2016 to 2023
Source(s): ESPN.com; Nielsen; SportsPro 
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Average TV viewership of the WNBA regular season from 2016 to 2023 (in 
1,000s)
WNBA regular season TV viewers 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1236723/wnba-regular-season-viewers


Description: The 2023 Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) Finals were contested between the Las Vegas Aces and the New York Liberty. The Aces' 3-1 victory in the best-of-five championship was watched by an average of 728 thousand viewers on ESPN 
and ABC. This was an increase of 36.33 percent from the previous year, when the Aces won their first WNBA championship title. With their second title now secured, the Aces still have some way to go to surpass the Minnesota Lynx, Houston [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 1997 to 2023
Source(s): ESPN.com; Nielsen; Showbuzz Daily; Sports Media Watch 
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Number of TV viewers of the WNBA Finals from 1997 to 2023 (in 1,000s)
WNBA Finals TV viewership 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1236700/wnba-finals-viewers


Description: First held in 1997, the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) Draft is an annual pre-season event through which teams in the league select new recruits from a pool of college and professional women's basketball players. The 2024 WNBA Draft 
was shown on ESPN's main network for the fifth time in a row and attracted a record high viewership of 2.45 million viewers. The main attraction for that year's Draft was college basketball superstar Caitlin Clark, who as the No.1 overall pick [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 2011 to 2024
Source(s): Nielsen; Sportico 
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Number of viewers of the WNBA Draft in the United States from 2011 to 
2024 (in 1,000s)
WNBA Draft TV viewers in the U.S. 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1236711/wnba-draft-viewers


Attendance
CHAPTER 03



Description: During the 2023 regular season, average attendance at Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) games rose to 6,615. This not only marked a continued recovery from the dip in attendance experienced during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, but exceeded the pre-pandemic figure of 6,528 recorded in 2019. Similarly, average TV viewership of the WNBA has also grown, and at an even quicker rate than live attendance, having reached around 505 thousand per game in 2023, [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 1997 to 2023
Source(s): Website (acrossthetimeline.com) 
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Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA) average regular season 
attendance from 1997 to 2023
WNBA average regular season attendance 1997-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1236737/wnba-average-attendance
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