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University of Southern California (USC) Online Pre-College Program
Application requirements

Admission decisions are made on a rolling basis. Applicants who submit a completed application can expect
an admission decision within 5-7 business days.

* Include basic contact information from you and your parent(s) or guardian.

* Tell us why you want to take the course and a little about yourself through a short-answer essay.

* Share a piece of writing, video or social media content that tells something about yourself. (optional)
* Submit the $35 application fee.

* Students must be at least 14 years old or older.

Program start date and application deadlines

Courses Application Tuition due in full
Program dates Tuition
offered deadline Tuition
Oct. 17-Nov. 18.
Management Oct. 4. 2023 Oct. 10. 2023 $1.990
2023
Media & Nov. 19-Dec. 20,
Nov. 6, 2023 Nov. 12. 2023 $1.990
Society 2023
Cancellation and refunds

Application fees and enrollment deposits are non-refundable. All course cancellation requests must be made in

writing to precollegeonline@use.edu. Any tuition paid to the university will be refunded, not including fees and

deposits, if requested by the application deadline for the related course.

The university will not refund tuition for students who are removed from the program due to breaking our

rules such as the Letter of Understanding for Online Participation and our Student Code of Conduct.
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1. Which of the following is not a must for applicants?
A. Making a ten-minute video. B. Submitting a short-answer essay.
C. Reaching 14 years old. D. Paying 35 dollars for registration.
2. When is the last day of submitting your application if you’re into Media & Society?
A. October 17. B. October 4. C. October 10. D. November 6.
3. Which of the fees below can be refunded?
A. The application fees upon submission.
B. Tuition return request submitted by mail.
C. The enrollment deposits for Media & Society.
D. Tuition refund requested before application due date.
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It is halfway through October. The sun arrives early and I stare out my window, feeling shame for invading the

privacy of the homeless woman who has settled across the street. I am not sure when she first appeared, maybe a

month ago. Each morning I watch as she gets out from the narrow space between the two large buildings across
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from mine.

She wears the same dirty, badly torn dress every day. I can see she fights to pull herself up into a standing
position. She fails on the first two or three tries, but determination always wins out. She remains leaning against the
wall for several long minutes, appearing to gather the necessary strength needed to pick up her possessions — all
packed into five plastic bags. With tears in my eyes, I watch as she places her feet pointing outward to avoid
falling.Her steps are measured and cautious as she slowly makes her way to the corner and disappears.

When I first noticed this woman, I went across the street and offered her 20 dollars, but she turned her back to
me and pretended not to see me. The expression on her face was one of shame, causing me to feel guilty for
invading her privacy. The next night I bought a hotdog and a Coke, and left them in the spot when she was not
there. Feeling like a spy, I watched as she ate the hotdog like a starving cat that had not eaten for days.

I too often find myself complaining about life, but when I look out my window and see the old woman, I feel
the need to apologize for my foolish pride in not realizing how fortunate I really am.

There are many poor people in my town. I have become familiar with many of their faces, and then suddenly
they disappear. I know that one day the old woman will be gone and I will have no idea where she is. I fear that day.
4. What is the main idea of paragraph 2?

A. Life is tough for the homeless woman.

B. Poverty causes the woman’s poor health.

C. The woman doesn’t care about her appearance.

D. Possessions mean much to the woman.

5. Why did the woman refuse the author’s 20 dollars?

A The money didn’t help much. B. She didn’t like the author.

C. Accepting money was guilty. D. She felt her dignity was hurt.
6. What lesson does the author learn from the homeless woman?

A. Complaints can sometimes make life worse.

B. He should appreciate his present life more.

C. More is to be done to make life meaningful.

D. We should all apologize for ignoring the poor.

7. Which of the following words best describes the author of the text?

A. Optimistic. B. Sympathetic. C. Determined. D. Easy-going.
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The Age of Information is mushrooming, perhaps even bulging. If you tried to download all the data available
today, you’d need more than 180 million years. But you are wrong to assume all this information would stimulate a
boost of innovation to match the output of data.

Innovations, big or small, start with a new idea which occurs as a moment of insight — the result of a novel
connection in our brains made between existing and new information. Studies show insights involve quiet signals
deep in the brain. Anything that helps us notice quiet signals, such as taking breaks between meetings, or avoiding
distractions like social media, can increase the chance of insights. However, it’s becoming more challenging to find
those quiet signals with the increasing use of technology.

Besides, we also want to increase the quality of them — to be able to sort through big new ideas and find the
ones that have real value. Launched in 2015, the Eureka Scale (J& 22K & 38) allows us to assess the strength of our
insight experiences on a five-point scale, which is marked by intense emotions, motivation, memory advantage,
aftershocks, and following ideas. The Scale combines these five variables into a single value and allows us to
define the importance of a new idea. The level-5 insight, involving the richest emotion, motivation, and lasting
impact, holds the greatest significance.

The Eureka Scale has broad applications for measuring and improving individual and organizational
performance, and can be used to measure the impact of different work environments and learning approaches on
participants’ growth.

In order for organizations to benefit from an age of insight, it’s not enough to try to access more data or
increase the number of insights we generate. Instead, it’s about making space for the biggest ideas to emerge from
all the information. Using the shared language of the Eureka Scale as a way to measure how important ideas are
will enable better decision-making toward practical and competitive outcomes. And if we’re to enter a new age of
insight, we must design our environments to allow for the best insight possible to surface.

8. What does the underlined word “bulging” in Paragraph 1 probably mean?

A. Stabilizing. B. Exploding. C. Shifting. D. Collapsing.
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9. According to the passage, how can the possibility of insights be increased?
A. By engaging in ongoing social media interactions.

B. By relying on technology to receive regular notices.

C. By stepping away from computers between meetings.

D By participating in additional training and coaching sessions.

10. What can be inferred from the passage?
A. The Eureka Scale controls the influence of our insights.
B. Possessing minimal emotional responses is a level-5 insight.
C. Both the quantity and quality of insights are essential to innovation.
D. A breakthrough has been made in innovation due to a wealth of information.
11. What is the author’s attitude towards the current environment for innovations?
A. Uncertain. B. Optimistic.
C. Unconcerned. D. Dissatisfied.
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