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%W+ E (Wild China)

The last hidden world
China

At 20k R AL R T p T

For centuries, travellers to China have told tales of magical landscapes

AR IR i A P A and surprising creatures

H S tHE B 2 R SO Chinese civilization is the world's oldest

T 30145 d % 126 £ and today it's largest

MEAACHI N with well over a billion people
AR I A R It's home to more than 50 distinct ethnic groups
DYSE-Sa =g =3 M S PAth| and a wide range of traditional life styles

fE4i 41577 often inclose partnership with nature

FATTVHRRNIE [ T 2 A= PR

We that China faces immense social and environmental
problems
HIX B e S N & B SE I but there is great beauty here too
Hh A 5 T 5 T China is home to the world's highest mountains,
MICHL 5 FA DB vast deserts ranging from from searing hot
I R A R i FR) S 74 1 i to mind numbing cold
AR IR 28 TERR R AR AR steaming forests
Fe b (1) & FhES M A2 harboring rare creatures
RER T TR 1 55 grassy plains beneath vast horizons

AR & 5 i A it i e
BUE BATER — AT L
RARZ X HR I+t

and rich tropical seas
Now, for the first time ever
we can explore the whole of this great country

Pl BT 2 A A meet some of the surprising and exotic creatures that live here
1 o [ 3y A 3 b and consider the relationship of the people and wildlife of China

N5 B A i 2 to the remarkable landscaping which they live
T AR fo B Y This is wild China

I LASEIR 25 FA11 2 9 2 AEE S MK TH B9 4H E

For our troubled but drop-dead beautiful motherland
FATH H E PR R iR 4G T w75 B ML Ay

Our exploration of China begins in the warm subtropical south
ESAINE it /NG R P o o

On the Li River fishermen and birds perch on bamboo rafts

EANHE DR TFEZA a partnership that goes back more than a thousand years
XFEHE AP This scenery is known throughout the world

I 2 v ] 7K A K e ) 3 a recurring motif in Chinese paintings

AR N 7K T8 [ JH: 1 and a major tourist attraction

H ] e R A o [ The south of China is a vast area

JUAREZ R ) e 3 eight times larger than the UK

XE LR E R

It's a landscape of hills  but also of water



X2 A 250 RAEFER It rains here for up to 250 days a year
S HR K and standing water is everywhere
LR R In a floodplain of the Yangtse River
BEMARITHTIRERT

black-tailed godwits probe the mud in search of worms
AR R BB LS YR IX R IAEE T A R

But it isn't just wildlife that thrive in this environment
TR PG AR 8 A ) 5000 B 255 R B 7 e Bt 1 e B AR ) A

the swampy ground provides ideal conditions for the remarkable member of the grass family
X fEAK rice
5 47 %5 2220 8000 4 IAG K Pl 52
The Chinese have been cultivating rice for at least 8 thousand

years
(RN G e 215 ubi It has transformed the landscape
X m BRI RIT S AR N BRI

Late winter in southern Yunnan is a busy time for local farmers
PRI D9 b AT 2 g BR SR M ) 38 R BRI vt 2 g

as they prepare the age-old paddy field ready for the coming spring
JGRHE 3 LA 2000M 2 34 These hill slopes of Yuanyang county
E RGO ARG ERS I MEINZN plunge nearly 2000m to the floor of the Red River Valley
BT BT R G el TR P i A ER
each contains literally thousands of stack terraces carved out by hand using basic digging

tools
25T B FH 2 b ol 8 N SR IR

Yunnan's rice terraces are among the oldest human structures in

China
AR TR B A FH 1) 3 still ploughed as they always have been
BT B AR I8 —FF by domesticated water buffaloes

U5 = EMA K IR KA R 2 T BHE R EAT
whose ancestors originated in these very valleys
X NI T4 R i b A b e it 2 A P HE 55

This man-made landscape is one of the most amazing engineering feats of preindustrial China

AFIX B A~ It seems as if every square inch of land
HMAT b7 ARBE IR has been pressed into cultivation
E=PLR=A1d 7 As evening approaches

i 2 A R an age-old ritual unfolds

PLAE & S B I 215 It's the mating season

MEAR B SEAT T 7 W51 S 1 S 7 e
and male paddy frogs are competing for the attention of females
BRI AR REN RN G K RE R H DO

But it dosen't always pay to draw too much attention to youself

HENREE R R The Chinese Pond Heron is a crapulous predator
SRR E I R H Even in the middle of a ploughed paddy field
o s 5 I LR I H nature is red in beak and claw

BNFXE EER B This may look like a slaughter

{HAE B — ok A e feig — R ik but as each heron can swallow only one frog at a time



SIS R ) 22 BOIRAS LLIR AR IR 3RAS 1 B A v i B AL
the vast majority will escape to croak another
day
JURABIXRE 2 MK AR Y
Terrace paddies like those of YunYang county are found across much of southern
China
Fofs FE R B [ R This whole vast landscape is dominated by rice cultivation
HRNAE R INEI DM & 7 1 L FE R /K A A AL
In heated Guizhou province the Miao minority have developed a remarkable rice
culture
B R NACA 2 2 S AE BE R AR e 1L BE
With every inch of fertile land given over to rice
cultivation
FIFAREE 5 e 0 L R A K R
the Miao build their wooden houses on the steepest and least productive hillsides
FI A 25 PR AE v LR AN S B A R Ak In Chinese rural life everything has a use
A= LA AEREEE R BH R I R4 AR RRE
dried in the sun manure from the cowsheds would be used as cooking fuel
HARI 7 RN I DICK AN B S 9 E 1 il

It's midday and the Song family are tucking into a lunch of rice and vegetables

AR KB T T R Z R Oblivious to the domestic chitchat
T BEHEEHE granddad Guyong Song has serious maters on his mind
HF2 R RARAE K G T Spring is a start of the rice growing season

ERHIRKFBRE T RERFT AR AT
the success of the crop will determin how well the family will eat next year
AT T 326 36 B 1) I LBEAT AR A 28 S0 EE 2 so planting at the right time is critical
B HL A 32 B B P T 24 SE ) KA I The ideal date depends on what the weather will do this

year
T 3K 6 A 7K HE At ) never easy to predict
B2 5 LA AEE MO /NS T But there is some surprising help at hand

RGKJT 5 o G b )52 — PRI A& I AE v VA SR ) < it

On the cielling of the Song's living room a pair of red-rumpedswallow newly arrive

from their winter migration
AT IEAE N T — 4 FE I B R T Ak is busy fixing up last year's nest
FEFE BV T AR R RAL SO Lol
In China animals are valued does much for their symbolic meaning as for many good they may
do

BN B 15 OAGHE 2 S A AN B AN 3
Miao people believe that swallow pairs remain faithful for life

ERLEABATT R A AE A A so their presence is a favor and a blessing
SEAR ARG 5 SRS R B RAE bringing happiness to a marriage and good luck to a home
WRZH N1 REGEE =8 T 7 LABEEE WO BRR H

Like most Miao dwellings, the Song's living room windows look out over the paddy fields
MRER — B & 15 e AR 5 i oT
From early spring, one of these windows is always left open to let the swallows come and go
freely



2 RIGEREE 1 VAR S DI (8]

Each year granddad Gu knows the exact day the swallows return
HRN B X L 1 L RIS B B ZE K

Miao people believe the birds arrival predicts the timing of a season ahead
SRIMAAE AT Tl iR This year, they were late
PRl vy 2 22 A A I 22— BOA A B Ad AR B 2 HEIR

so Gu and the other community elders have agreed that rice planting should be delayed

accordingly

HH RN T AR T R % A As the Miao prepare their fields for planting

HeTA BRI AR B B B )Y 2 the swallows collect mud to repair their nests

B BT R RS FHOE B L R and chase after insects across the newly ploughed paddies
4 2k 7 )URM#ER Finally, after weeks of preparation

TXAN T E P B ZIR G T the ordained time for planting has arrived

TG B AU R EIEMRIEES  but first the seedlings must be uproot from the nursery beds
FLACHRFEAE 21 = A 1Ly 3 and bundled up ready to be transported to their new paddy
pillfee T ) 7 N higher up the hillside

RED 2 254 A s IR
All the Song's neighbors have turned out to help with the
transplanting
X — B RAMATT ) AR M T7 20 It's how the community has always worked
B — B ZIRIm R N B AR AT ki
when the time comes, the Songs will return the favor
2R AT AT A FE 38 [R) fsf While the farmers are busy in the fields
KA TR AT B R BT R R AT
the swallows fly back and forth with material for their nest
UNEVAL= PN Many hands make light work
Fa R A BEAS T FE H RS2 T — A2 /NI planting the new paddy takes a little more than an
hour

HTAETER AP A5 DR R Job done, the villagers can relax
2 /DA IR I 2 A at least until tomorrow

SR X LEHUIR N D15 B HAK 7% K TR

But for the nesting swallows, the work of raising a family

A WK 46 has only just begun

B Fh 4 HH Hb B In the newly planted fields

HEAEIHEY little egrets hunt for foods

G FH R 1 R A st ) 2R The rice paddy harbor tadpoles fish and insects

1M 8 T4 DU & 4 5 and egrets have chicks to feed

H KRR XL T 1996 4F This colony in Chongqing province is established in 1996

2RI ) L2 AR B G BT 7 B NPT AR

when a few dozen birds build nests in the bamboo grove behind YanGuang village
L N K A N iz Believing they were assigned of luck
AT IR A /N 0o DRAPIX 6 1 B A AT (1 A S

local people initially protected the egrets and the colony grove
(YRR N E X (NN e '
But their attitude change when the head of the village fell ill

MBI NS B BB They blame the birds and were all set to destroy their nests



AT AE B S 8 5758 T3 B 5K when the local government stepped in to protect them
OB T e IR R K P IEHI% T Bendy bamboo may not be the safest nesting place
B 2 DX BN FARATIA 2 O B & &

but at least these youngsters won't end up at someone's

dinner

X NFRAKNI M B SEBE B0 #3558 These chicks have just had a meal delivered by their mom
XA R /N o S A — KPR quite a challenge for litter beaks

T AT TR B b2 52 LR ) Providing their colonies are protected

18 B B X B 5 0 /D HE 5 SR R 7K R A e 3R 2 R 1 28
wading birds like egrets are among the few wild creatures which benefit directly from
intensive rice cultivation
IKFEA KT ERERK Growing rice needs lots of water
HEMERAAEZ WA T ALt i kK B fE L
but even in the rainy south, there are landscapes where water is surprisingly scarce
AT VL E A PR [E A kB4 K This vast area of southwest China
) F [ P R ) R the size of France and Spain combined
ER] DA 50 A ABA A5 Hh 2 R A LR 2 TR Y R B
is famous for its clusters of conical hills

FEARRHER WL KM [ 44 T like giant upturned egg carton seperated by dry empty valleys
X A2 W TR i 5 This is the karst
AT IRATHOSA™ IR o R F v ] B b RS R AL

a limestone terrain which has become the defining image of southern China
I ST L3I DA SR AR RS AT

Karst landscapes are often studded with rocky outcrops
XA 2tk B RS AERRE () /N b E 8 forcing local farmers to cultivate tiny fields
AR EEA TR ERZ —

The people who live here are among the poorest in China

TERERT I = A In neighboring Yunnan province

AT E A4 IR limestone rocks have taken over entirely
X2 24 A Ak This is the famous Stone Forest
AR AR F 8724 the product of countless years of erosion

R T JCE MRE 5 g producing a maze of deep gullets and sharp-edged pinnacles

AR — AP I A2 BEAE R 7K 70 ot
Limestone has a strange property that is dissolves in rain water
FERTFRNBRIGH T KRR B R B Oy

Over many thousands of years, water has corrode its way deep into the heart of the bedrock itself

X —HIREMRA T 3 4 BT This natural wonder has a famous tourist spot
RAFERVI R E 21X 200 A receiving close to 2 million visitors each year
Hh L NRE ) o A TR PR B The Chinese are fond of curiously shaped rocks
F LA P A T BT A% N5 and many have been given fanciful names
HEN R EIXAN P AT 4T No prices for guessing what this one is called

B EAWE X w i iheg 5 — W,

But there is more to this lands cape than meets the eye
FEH R H v e s 3 China has literally thousands of mysterious caverns
e B 5 TG A8 AR 7T concealed beneath the visible landscape of the karst



XL B S K Z A Nt N BT AT Much of this hidden world has never been seen by human
eyes
T ILAEARAL T4 A5 JE I AE THE N BR iy And it's only just now being explored
FFRAA P LT — AR, For a growing band of intrepid young Chinese explorers
TR R F14 BRI RIR R X
caves represent the ultimate adventure

RE NI Whn— 37 7 Bt 25 R

Exploring a cave is like taking the journey through
time
HARERUKNT WAL JC 1R B AR ik i

a journey which endless raindrops would have followed over countless centuries

KA T Fed by countless drips and trickles
SRR VIS the subterranean river carves ever deeper into the rock

A IR T R TR 7 BT 3 70 31 BT 3 R
The cave river's course is channeled by the beds of limestone

AT IR TR AL AT 7K ) 22 PR B 3 Ak 7K G

A weakness in the rock can not allow the river to increase its gradient
flowrate
D AR Ry 5 A 24 )Pk providing a real challenge for the cave explorers
KU TE T KA 5 45 1B TR iR

The downward rushes halted when the water table is reached
X B Gz geim s PR ) # H — 2% R RS IE

Here the slow flowing river carves tunnels with a more rounded profile

X At A2 R R R This tranquil world is home to specialized cave fishes
bt 7776 H 46 like the eye-less Golden Barb

b E B HBER DRSO 2 H) China may have unique kinds of cave evolved fishes
TR AL than anywhere else on Earth

TEHL R 7K A 28 Above the water table

328 7 I R i PR 7K R TR A TR LA

ancient caverns abandoned by the river slowly fill up with stalactites and

stalagmites
B VR KR St alactites form as trickling water deposites tiny quantities of rock
FET 318 T K AT over hundreds or thousands of years

B A KK T A PRI B 5
Stalagmites grow up where lime laid and drips hit the cave

floor
&4 9 IR AR T4 ) o [ 3 7 O v B R B LA — 6

So far, only a fraction of China's caves have been thoroughly
prospected
AR AR AN i o AT e 300 s 5 M

and caves are constantly discovering new subterranean marvels

VR AL S5 RPTT AT Rk

many of which are subsequently developed into commercial show
caves

PR FH WA T 7O (LA BBz B8 1 Ja G Finally escaping the darkness



FERE 8 H AR 43

the cave river and its human explorers emerge in a valley far from where their journey began

Xy Ekh b7 or now the adventure is over

NS REVACLIN Rivers which issue from caves

DN SR M X R T A A R are the key to survival in the karst country

TN HE LA This vertical gorge in Guizhou province

BN T 2 Hh B AR B A AR A is a focal point for the region's wildlife

XREMA ERERIR KR — This is one of the world's rarest primates
SPIEIup/S Francois's langur

1EH E AT R AFE T P FE R In China, they survive in just two southern provinces
BINS) Guizhou and Guangxi

2 P T U O 1) A5 K B 3 Hb Y always in ragged limestone terrains
IEWR 25— A4 24k &4 Like most monkeys, they're social creatures
I HABAT SR T 7 FE R HE I (8] 18 G B 35 45 and spend a great deal of time grooming each
other
AR ATTAIABCE . ot KRN BERREEE
Langurs are essentially vegetarian with a diet of buds, fruits, and tender young
leaves
MR EEEZEONBREE Babies are born with ginger fur
X6 it A AR BT R BT 4R AR R
which gradually turns black from the tail end

A 5 5 PR A AR T Young infants have a vise-like grip

HEARATT G AR 1S5 & b DALRIEF- %2 used for cling on to mom for dare life
LERERERNRIiURRIS As they get older

AT A IE R, FEHF UG IR E 23 they get bolder and take more risks

X P % B A R Those have survive spend a lot of time travelling

REZLFE B AE TR A Yet experienced adults know exactly where to find seasonal
food
B 57 2%V R AN [F] DXl ok B 2 5 0 4 2= B ) in different parts of their range

TE G M 5 UF P b o In such steep terrain
TR MR L 55 1 ek B 2 TR 1 T travel involves a high level of climbing skill

R TT 2B B F A B e T K

These monkeys are spectacularly good rock climbers from the time they learnt to

walk

A R In langur society

B R females rule the roost

I H AR ZE GG AE R S and take the lead when the family is on the move
U B — ] One section of cliff

GBI KA & S woops is a trickle of mineral-rich water
AT & A2 AN AT HiAE 175 2% which the monkeys seem to find irresistible

WA BRBATRT B AR R X G 6 S =5 R 1 B
These days there are few predators in the Mayanghe Reserve which might pose a risk
to baby monkey
SRTAE I 2 B8 tHA but in past centuries, this area of south China
TE R RN E S T Bl R RAR

was home to leopards, pythons, and even tigers



N T AERSREAT # BRI A7 To survive dangerous night prowlers
AT T A4 1B the langurs went underground
FHAATT ) v e ) 2 T 775 € 2130 7L J7 SR JEE4P v

using their rock climbing skills to seek shelter in inaccessible caverns

BRI T- BB A R idsk R Filmed in near darkness using a night vision camera
M —x € E T the troop clambers along familiar ledges

e B % B b ' ) ) B ) A7 % worn smooth by generations before them
MEHIEAKZE During cold winter weather

(NP7 = 152 PN the monkeys venture deeper underground

AR R R IR R ) 4 T where the air stays comparatively warm

i 3 ) 24 1 At last, journeys end,

e R JEE 3 PIT A4S S a4 AT R 2 JE 5K

a coated niche beyond the reach of even the most enterprising predator

FAE R B FAETR O S8 But it's not just monkeys that find shelter in caves
XA AT TN These children are off to school

e ER AR R EA R — B In rural China, that may mean a long trek each morning
2F B — PN TR AR ¥ R passing through a cave or two on the way

SR IR £ TR 24P by But not all pupils have to walk to school

e Y (e These children are boarders

TR BIIR 2R B As the day pupils near journey's end

{E15 AR AE MR the boarders are still making breakfast

RLGE N BB S 1 AT — A R B

In the school yard, someone seems to have switched the lights

off

{HIX B SRR IE R34 But this is no ordinary play ground

DA R IE R A2 and no ordinary school

RN 72 e Its house

T 7R i B = T 2 inside a cave

RARPETTPE RS 1 7K A natural vault of rock keeps out the rain
NHERET R so there is no need for a roof on the classroom
HRIE AR S AN BER Zhongdong cave school is made up of 6 classes

3£ 200 44 FAH K with a total of 200 children

AR Frep e i XA EE X As well as a school, the cave houses 18 families

& 18 U NZANMAT T4 & 1 56 4 together with their livestock

X BV At A ME— R 7R R4 T This could be the only cave dwelling cows on Earth
&P aidsAsalinglE] With school work over, it's play time at last

e E T IR T8 In southern China, caves aren't just used for shelter
AT T BN =4 1N 7 o JEL they can be a source of revenue for the community
AR N R 2232 2R 7 e People have been visiting this cave for generations
Tl 7R 78 55 1 i S 3 The cave floor is covered in guano

A A 73 B S TRt RE AL AR T T )
so plentiful that 10 minutes' work can fill these farmer's
baskets
X —FhEE SR SRR This used as a valuable source of fertilizer
55 FERIE Sk BE W BT 7K _F A% ) 5



A clue to the source of the guano can be heard above the noise of the

river

i 5 R A L IR T A TR The sound originates high up in the roof of the cave
UNBY GE 30 WG The entrance is full of swifts

AT R AL A B They are very sociable birds

£ 200000 2 (137 53 FE B 1R X

more than 200,000 of them share this cave in southern Guizhou province
Hh ] i K ) R A B The biggest swift colony in China
a4 [ R 5 e 20 Bk S5 OERAE @ SR Y SR T

These days, Chinese house swifts  mostly nest in the roofs of

buildings

B SRAE 5 2w i HH R 2 i but rock crevasses like these were their original home
XA 584 A TR AR 2 KA long before houses were invented

B T A S TR 7 Though the swifts depend on the cave for shelter

A AT R0 2 E £E H V& T IH B they never stray further than the limits of daylight
R T IR B TCVEAE BT BTG S Y as their eyes can't see in dark

SRR 7R Ak However, deep inside the cavern

s HE & N R are the creatures are better equipped

Behl A v ) R for subterranean life

— T i D1 D R A colony of bats is just waking up

Hib AT T3z R P AR R E 2T L
using ultrasonic squeaks to orientate themselves in the darkness

TR A2 A48 P ] Night is the time to go hunting
Rickett 5 EF-15 2 MV f g e —

Rickett's mouse-eared bat is the only bat in Asia which specializes in catching
fishes
AL A 7K T 50 75 o V08 P S S 38 2 8 ) i o

tracking them down from the sound reflection of ripples on the water surface

X AR MU AN AR B3O i A B

This extraordinary behavior was only discovered in the last couple of years

WAL B IRMC % oRERZH A and has never been filmed before
T SR AE JR G rh B A f 2 A AN AT L If catching fish in the dark is impressive

RGN EEDEE N AR B R A oK Ve U BRI a7 3755

imagine eating a slippery minnow with no hands while hanging upside down

PR PRI 22 AR IR e 1 L 3 Dawn, over the karst hills of Guilin
XL Ly Hb R U 57 75 VA D) 1 These remarkable hills owe their peculiar shapes
LIRSS RV R 7K 5T to the mildly acid waters of the Li River

CHFRIR R 2 TR AR H

whose meandering course over eons of time has corrode away their basis
e A ] TE B B R R until only the rocky course remained
UL B B i 2 — Li is one of the cleanest rivers in China
e B AT TN 2R 3R A0 228 e 52 R 3 R

a favorite spot for fishermen with their trained cormorants

XA\ 15 N A s The men, all called Huang, come from the same village
AR B R — AN now in their seventies and eighties

Tl A T A S DA £ T2 A they've been fishermen all their lives



TERE TS 2 i Before they release the birds

ATE SR F EIMARI R —2EZR  they tie a noose, loosely around the neck

PABT IR S JLRA B B it it 7B to stop them swallowing any fish they may catch
FEBEAE DS SRR, B2 DUl MR S LA A K

Chancing and dancing, the Huangs encourage their birds to take the plunge

TEKT Under water

P HE R AE A RE R K the cormorant's hunting instinct kicks in
A4 B KR B B R S 5 turning them into fish seeking missiles
— R NGy AR S AR SO Working together,

—FL R OGR R

a good cormorant team can catch a couple of dozen decent-sized fish in a morning
55 )IAIN Zrid R e A ) LIRl 204% T

The birds return to the raft with their fish because they've been trained to do so
M AR —Z From the time it first hatched
FSEEATHOT a8 2500 B AD

each of these cormorants has been reared to a life of obedience to its master

X 5 % m AU R The birds are, in effect, slaves
HRENTFHFA R B But they are not stupid

I U S 5 BE s 1T AT e A T SR 1 2
It's said the cormorants can key the tally of the fish they

catch
Z/bREIELS at least up to seven
FRAFEANIANFRETH BRI RN — f H CR TS ECRE T

So unless they get a reward now and then,they simply withdraw their
labor
W R YRR F A% H 2 The fishermen of course keep the best fish for
themselves
PSR 2 RE =232 T 1) SR The cormorants get the leftover tiddlies
R ) U4 T RE= e A 1

With its collar removed, the bird can at last swallow its prize

RIS T 15 RNEAN$T 5 Best of all,when it isn't meant to have...
N4 A 3 A R 71 55 4 These days,competition for modern fishing techniques

EWREMIFEN OGN G M X R T B T

means the Huangs can't make a living from traditional cormorant fishing alone

XL T 1300 ZERIES And this 1300-year old tradition
4y e R UL 2 1R 2 T is now practiced mostly to entertain tourists
{HAE DM 2 B I R But on Caohai lake in nearby Guizhou Province

—Fh S5 A E N IEEZEZ) T an even more unusual fishing industry is alive and well
Beh BE IE 7R KON a4 M A% . Geng Zhongsheng is on his way to set out his net for the
night

LR REM R SR LR E IR B

Geng's net is a strange tubular contraption with a closed off end

M RKEFEXA More than a hundred fishermen make their living from the lake
KB A H e W N A Its mineral-rich waters are highly productive

FHAE AT T R 2 1 Y and there are nets everywhere



S RIA 2 B L BRSO AR 155

The next morning, Geng returns with his son to collect his catch

BEZ MG At first sight, it looks disappointing

/N AR AN AN 1 L7 Tiny fishes, lots of shrimps, and some wriggling bugs
R Z IR £ RIFAIBAHIT Geng doesn't seem too down hearted

K ORFREAEIE The larger fish are kept alive

X ME—E L N ORI 1) 77 the only way they'll stay fresh in the heat

L NIZIR R — s B B Tk R

Surprisingly, some of the bugs are also singled out for special

treatment
BT I WE PR %) They are the young stage of dragonflies
DA ERFIREE A B P B predators that feed on worms and tadpoles

X L S I E OISR B = R 5
Nowhere else in the world are dragonfly nymphs harvested like this

25 e BT R SR AE 2 Ti_E ST+
Back home, Geng spreads his catch on the roof to dry

FEPE, (HILRERS R PE AN SR 27

It's being in China, nothing edible would be wasted

TERE L 1) e 77 A XA — P 152 There is a saying in the far south
SR R ME R AN "We will eat anything with legs, except a table;
K BE B C LA S and anything with wings, except a plane."

JUANBESkJE X EEIT 1R B dUsE s ety B i b b S
Within a few hours, the dried insects are ready to be backed up and taken to market
H g A e e S 3 S B A A Its the dragonfly nymphs that fetch the best price
SEIBH) S FEREEE SRR B e HmE e
Fortunately, Caohai's dragonflies are abundant and fast breeding
JIT A BRORT oAt ) PG AN 2 6 e AT T ) H:

so Geng and his fellow fishermen have so far had little impact on their

numbers

(EEZCE I SIS E S v Ey/E IS e e 3V | EZIE ) But not all wildlife is so resilient

X b B A ) 19 This buddhist temple near Shanghai

A — B ARG i has an extraordinary story attached to it
2007 4 5 H In May 2007

— SOHE B v [ B A 4 A 3K P < e 1 AR 3
A Wild China camera team filmed this peculiar Swinhoe's turtle
AR T R FE AR in the temple's fishpond
P 5 Jek AR ) P i 3 X AR B R 309 1) 40 05 - < Je
According to the monks, this turtle had been given to the temple during the Ming

dynasty
B245EFH 400 RET LT over 400 years ago
BRI HER 2 3 It was thought to be the oldest animal on Earth

B AR 2 Db BN AL D960 05 £ 152

Soft shell turtles are considerd a god-made delicacy by many Chinese
TERE LS B and when it was filmed
EEAPEMNAR = AR fB2— this was one of just three Swinhoe's Turtles left alive in
China



At P[] AT ] The rest of its kind

ElEvL PRGN having been rounded up and eaten
RN O AERE R LR 5 Sadly, just a few weeks after filming
X A SR T this ancient creature died

b B FEAth [RI SRIAE ARG AE A [F) s W) el PR 37

The remaining individuals of its species are currently kept in seperate
Z00S
PR FE DA AR PO KL T

and Swinhoe's Turtle is now reckoned extinct in the

wild

H b A E 25 Bkt In fact, most of the 25 types of fresh water turtles in China
ZHH ARG are now vanishingly rare

FEAEP bR 4 [ ME— 845 The answer to extinction

A N LA R is protection

X A BT E R 7 AW KR B AR R IX M 25

And there is now a growing network of nature reserves through southern
China
For 5k ZF IR R VA R B v 4

Of these, the Tianzi Mountain Reserve at Zangjiajie is perhaps the most
visited by Chinese nature lovers
PR B E Ty S A 52 v ] | R 52 B2 O 7 R

who come to marvel at the gravity-defying landscape of soaring sand stone pinnacles

g M K S Y LW ) 7 VR AL PR VR A Winding between Zhangjiajie's peaks
JEARAE — M b E R A PR AEY)

crystal clear mountain streams are home to what is perhaps China's strangest creature

XA R s This bizarre animal

a8 T e ) — is a type of newt

EHEEpN the Chinese Giant Salamander

TERE B In China, it is known as the baby fish

X ARYR B A O SRR ) L SR BE H) P

because when distressed, it makes a sound like a crying infant

AR 1~1.5 2K It grows up to a meter and a half long
AL E O S E s RIS 3 making it the world's largest amphibian
TEERFATETT — HORE ] LIS 2+ %

Under natural conditions, a Giant Salamander may live decades

{HE AR 22 Hopt o [ 3h A — But like so many Chinese animals
BRI ER it is considered delicious to eat

RGN E KR AR ENY) Despite being classed as protected species
KEGATy IR 24 E B AR KL giant salamanders are still illegally sold for food
IS AR T and the baby fish is now rare

12 H IR AWl K 48 | and endangered in the wild

SEIE R AR IR K SRR — Ly Fortunately in a few areas like Zhangjiajie,

KEAEBUR B kg PRI T3 LLEAF

Giang Salamanders still survive under strict official protection
KR AR ZRdbiEAN The rivers of Zhangjiajie flow northeast into the Yangtse floodplain
DAtk 2 2 SO TP IR known as the land of fish and rice



FEZRAE — A N & On an island in a lake in Anhui province
— N BRI E) a dragon is stirring
X HL R B K B TRAT s it 2 K el

This is the ancestral home of China's largest and rarest reptile

— AR U R AR A ) A creature of mystery and legend

T AEE 2 i Dragon eggs are greatly prized

XL £ TR LR AU R these babies need to hatch out quick

BRRA NEEHTHES It would seem someone is on their trail

X — R B CAT KA T K i For a helpless baby reptile

S NE B ESHZWMEE S imprisoned in a leathery membrane inside a choky shell
TES AL I R a process of hatching

RS UL EIE( R is a titanic struggle

IS [ £ AN Wi i And time is running out

/NS 10 T EEHFE 2 /NI A B I 454 H B 5
It's taken 2 hours for the little dragon to get its head out of this egg

WAERPIR 47 It needs to gather its strength now
AT B e a1 — et %) a final massive push
AR HH Free at last

Y v 2h 5 T ASRE Y [H) S SRR TE &

the baby Chinese alligators instinctively head upwards toward the surface of the nest

A4 R 5 anda - side world

HIGE V7 A A TR But the visitors are not what they seem

RIS A ) LT 50 AE Sheshuzhen and her son live nearby

ith L2 BRI Y Mo 1 7 #5 20 £ 4F T She has been caring for her local alligators for over 20
years

T DL 243X 6 i PR AL R s it A — AN I =
so she had fair idea when the eggs will likely to hatch

[l 25 b T — A FH Lk Back home, she's built a pond,

DARE 254 £ 2 (R 7K Y surrounded by netting to keep out predators
FERE T REIZNA H Wi AR where her charges will spend the next 6 months
HRMBATKAS 2% H 57 until they are big enough to fend for themselves
2 20 A H For the past twenty years

FER G N ORI I 150 R EF A3 185 0eE K 4
small scale conservation projects like this are all that have kept China's 150 wild
alligators from extinction

SUAE 1) 7 5 AN VA ) IR RS Just south of the alligator country

ERUIRR R 2 D R HH — W AN 5] 1 1 dawn breaks over a very different landscape
B LR 1800 KK The 1800 meter high granite peaks

AR kap vl of the Huangshan

NN Z 1 or yellow mountain

X E N S To the Chinese

PR RAEAS B ARZEZN L i 71 5 AN R

Huangshan's pines are peak mines,the strength, and resilience of
nature
Horp— e g OIS T % Some of these trees are thought to be over a thousand years old
TEIXTE B milg Bellow the granite peaks



B UF Uk 23 B AR AR Bk 5 2 N T UF 1) JE steep forest in the valleys shelter surprising
inhabitants
B LR A Huangshan macaques
SF i v ] P 8 P e e R K Ik R 70 3

rare descendents of the Tibetan macaques of western
China
H AR B A TS AR IR BUR OR AP B 1L 25

are unique to these mountain valleys where they enjoy strict official

protection

TEMMEL TR B2 s After a morning spent in the treetops

TWEHEFERE 2 1 LA B Ak the troop is heading for the shade of the valley
TX A BT B G 2 ) A £ B2 a chance for the grownups escape the heat
MR ERERRT I EER and maybe pickup a lanch snack from the stream
IS UEZ (8 R o As in most monkey societies

VIR B SV @y R i D Sl social contact involves a lot of grooming

TR SV i N REEY B | S Grooming is all very well for grownups

{HR AR BN S 2 SIS RS T But young macaques have energy to burn

B AP X Like so much monkey business

AECATIAN I A 52 VR e what starts off is a bit of playful rough-and-tumble
b I o R B 4 soon begin to get out of hand

Rk ERMEZE TV The alpha male has seen it all before

i AR — R IR AS WO AN AT he's not in the least bothered

SR AN N R B 54 — V)
but someone or something is watching  with a less than friendly
interest
Wi R A LT 2 V)RS 5 # The Chinese Moccasin is ambush predator with a deadly bite
IX e H [ i K e AR ) R B e 2 —
This is one of China's largest and most feared venomous snakes
ERETIICE S XM G NRIRIr 8 TE
But the mondkeys have lived alongside these dangerous serpent for thousands of years
B 24 I HR IR B s BN AT DA 3 e oA ) I P SRR L
They use this, specific alarm call, to warn each other whenever a snake is spotted
— HEARIE B R 2R SRR TR T R

Once its cover is blown, the bite proposes no threat to the monkeys

AT 155 7% 22122 R A now safe in the treetops

— VTP And life soon returens to normal

BRI A E R By later summer, the rice fields of southern China
e HEER I < R have turn to gold

A2 F U 2=y The time has come to bring in the harvest

WA AR N H S8 1 E R

Nowadays, modern high yield strains are grown throughout much of the rice lands

A R ) g 57 Boosted by chemical fertilizers

I+ A ICEINLIEAT RS ) and reaped by combine harvesters

X RS KK AE R X This is the great rice bowl of China
Gt KRR BRI 2 — producing a quarter of the world's rice

P28 25 P R T Insects, stirred up by the noisy machines,



BRSO TR R IR
B AL
K00 i A P 20 38 e

XAV EAIE S B IREA BR AT R 5 I R T

are snapped up by gangs of red-rumped swallows
including this year's youngsters
who have fledged several weeks ago

This could be their last feast before they head for the winter

HUBMAR L 5 38 ELAE LA I PR P 4 AR AT

Mechanized farming works best in the flat bottom valleys of the

lowland

TEFGH WriLAE HE4n LR 1) b iy
AT REIX — bty 22 1 i B 1 AR 3 7 2
WMAERTER T M

e WA B BT R P N

A

T A IR S8 IR /N 7%

T AR A IE A YA 3R

RIS KRBT EARZEH LR EM
RS A R

7 LA M = B AR I 46

2 ) H bt i 0 T2 0

(EUN GNP N5

X R RO AE K I F AR A i 2 R
flualr BT ER T M E R LA

To the south, in the terraced hills in Zhejiang province

an older and simpler lifestyle persists

It's 7 in the morning

and Longxian's most successful business man
is off to work

In the golden terraces surrounding the village

the ears of rice are plump and right for harvesting
But today, rice isn't upon the most in Mr Yang's mind

He has bigger fish to fry

Further at valley, the harvest has already began

Yang's fields are ripe too
but they haven't been drained yet

That's because for him, rice is not the main crop

The baskets he's carried up the hillside give a clue to Yang's business

TEAB T LG

e 75 BRI K H R
Tk JEC B 5 7K AL %
MK A

4> i

I LE TR AT I A Rt L 5 4

But before he starts work

he needs to let some water out of the system
As the water level drops
the mystery is revealed
golden carp

Longxian villages discoverd the benefits of transferring wild caught carp into their paddy

fields long ago
RGeS L HZFEZA
LR FH EL KA T B

Py IR T BH LE 7 <5 A0 g

X —ph A A A TR T 2

[l Rl =5 1 PR AR

o 5K

b 7o i R R B A A IR A

The tradition has been going on here for at least 700 years

As the water level in the paddy drops
bamboo gate stop the fish's escaping
The beauty of this farming method

is that it delivers two crops from the same field at the same time

fish and rice
Smart ecology like this

R Ak 4 H 78y v E AR Bl 7= 5 1 is what enables China to be largely self-sufficient in food

EEa=PE L <§

[l B4 £ A

e ZbuPNE TSNV

DA UGS T A 14

TR B BERAT 2 SR 0 5%

W IR TE

X B 2 K 5T

even today

Back in the village

Yang has his own smoke house

where he preserves his fish ready for market
Longxian carp have unusually soft scales
and a very delicate flavor

perhaps as a result of the local water



LU R 20 ) 22 5 41 Meanwhile, outside the smoke house

o RFE PRI FAKN 1 5 ZE KB there is something fishy going on

N1 RALF To mark the harvest

MERZET T — s the village is staging a party

N (] Children from Longxian school

N7 I e e T 5UH have spent weeks preparing for their big moment

AT BT RATR %Y Everyone from the community is here to support them

IKFE MR AG A 51 56 6 To ik The rice growing cycle is complete

+—H By November

W E 677 H g% northern China is becoming distinctly chilly

T B 7 80 AE R i T P but the south is still relatively warm and welcoming

ﬁﬁ%}iﬁ_‘%ﬁ FHA) R 1 /ﬁﬂﬁ Accross the vast expanse of Poyang lake
REA the birds are gathering

%J?%&%M T ¥ AL PE A A I A 2

Tundra swans are long-distance migrant from northern Siberia
X E NS MRS & LR E RS

To the Chinese, they symbolize the essence of natural beauty
HREBAT AR PR X e 100 bk

The Poyang Lake Nature Reserve offers winter refuge to more than a quarter of a million birds

25 11 2.2 SRR R RN S for than 100 species

B A E R O B AU IR R H AR B8 creating one of southern China's finest wildlife
experiences

B3¢ i RIS ) 2 8 T L 3 K The last birds to arrive at Poyang

R HE B 0 22 I ) % 7 are those which have made the longest journey to get here
AR B FEAA R A6 AR i 5 All the way from the arctic coast of Siberia
A A ) S 7 A B Rl The Siberian Crane, known in China, the White Crane
BARNERS L RAE is seen as a symbol of good luck

BRI I KL (1 5 JLAT

Each year, almost the entire world population of these critically endangered birds

HOER T AERR BRI TE make a 9000km round trip
M 9000 A BT IR IRAT to spend the winter at Poyang
AT —FF Like the white cranes

o [ B AR 22 AR A ) S AS TR NSRRI R
many of southern China's unique animals face pressure from exploitation and
competition with people

ety K A EE 5 B2 U6 ) over space and resources
SR T AX 8 A iy g B 1) BT A Bh ) But if China is leaving proof of anything
UER 1 rp [ I EAE R HAT B it is that wildlife is surprisingly resilient
10 T 5 4 )4 it Given the right help
B 2 i 2 A 1 ’EE%& EARAF RO even the rarest creatures can return from the brink
HERA R =& If we show the will
jt AR = IdR 2 ik nature  will find the way.
FEMiHE (Wild China) 28 —% 4% H47 Shangri-La
(2 icgii Pl Beneath billowing clouds,
7 v [ VH R RE ) s in China's far southwestern Yunnan

province,



A — AR S AR AL AT R R T lies a place of mystery and legend.
X)L H TS e Az B R AR DA K 7 T BT
Of mighty rivers and some of the oldest jungles in the
world.
gl T LR AR IR B 1A M SR B
Here, hidden wvalleys nurture strange and unique
creatures,
A2 E T 2 R0 R A and colourful tribal cultures.
R PRAE 28 2 Ay b e X 27 L
Jungles are rarely found this far north of the
tropics.
e A A f15 AAE LD G
So, why do they thrive here?
DR AT A v U USSP 1R L L N2 OE & e 2 L 0 BRI
And how has this rugged landscape come to harbour the greatest natural wealth in all China?
7E A [ 78 R 0 ) — ™ izs 1) 4 7 B In the remote southwest corner of China,
BIPRE 2847 — 1 PR A a celebration is about to take place.
PRI AT — 5 i B 1 SR K
Dai people collect water for the most important festival of their
year.
RN E SR K The Dai call themselves the people of the water.
= R A U SRARATTHI N T 2 R AT A B A

Yunnan's river valleys have been their home for over 2,000 years.

VAT 7K AT 2 SF Je By bringing the river water to the temple,
WU IR N St e A S —— they honour the two things holiest to them -
il BOMAAT TR 2K Buddhism and their home.

BIRNBERIRE 1RSI LA IR B £t
The Dai give thanks for the rivers and fertile lands which have nurtured their
culture.
R A B RN AT B3 XKL S O
Though to some it might seem just an excuse for the biggest water fight of all
time.
B /NI R LKA BRI N AR i 1R R AR B
Dai lives are changing as towns get bigger and modernize
VROKHINF =2 A FT i FnE) 25 4 g5 H
but the Water Splashing Festival is still celebrated by
all.
T 2R T BRI N AR TS 5 ST O i b
The rivers which lie at the heart of Dai life and culture
RVE T PO Iz 1 L ik 2 R flow from the distant mountains of Tibet,
KA RIA 1 o8 AR BT AT IR A b B 2= B T
southward through central Yunnan in great parallel gorges.
PR IR NIAE S5 AT AE 55 DA K 3 B 333 1) v b [X
The Dai now live in the borders of tropical Vietnam and Laos,
AATTHI AL i PR T e 28 B R BIX ) LY

but their legends tell of how their ancestors came here



MNTFELA T S 3z B AL 7 L X g m
by following the rivers from mountain lands in the cold far north.
SR 1 176 1) 2 L R L Pk 2 350 1D AR g Lying at the far eastern end of the Himalayas,
P L Bk A B T VEE R 5 5 PR AZ
the Hengduan mountains form Yunnan's northern border with
Tibet.
R DU RIS R AT L k2 B R R S e TR Y —

Kawakarpo, crown of the Hengduan range, is a site of holy

pilgrimage.

SR Wb AR NARCE: T S 2 A R E IR Yet, its formidable peak remains unconquered.
=’ A RE I T HL R O Yunnan's mountains are remote, rugged and
inaccessible.

X AT AR AR = T Y
Here the air is thin and temperatures can drop below minus 40
degrees.
X B RHIR A — T B
This is home to an animal that's found nowhere else on Earth.
SRR Jit S R < 22 RIS T P B S A < 22 O 5K [
The Yunnan snub-nosed monkey.
RAEEWRDE G HRRL LT 4 B eI
It's found only in these few isolated mountain forests.
FEUNG AR B HBIX X DL 00 e RAC R I ERiE
No other primate lives at such high altitudes.
X HOE B 5K but these are true specialists.
XL R AR R L R AT R A — Sl R AL
These ancient mountain dwellers have inspired legends.
L EREE R A ST EATAE B SR
Local Lisu people consider them their ancestors,
FAEA A <k ErE” calling them "the wild men of the mountains".
FER T Z B R X L T X AN RE e i3t &
During heavy snowfalls, even these specialists cannot feed.
XV 4 22 RN SOR B T — AN aT B 7 It seems a strange place for a monkey.
R —H R T 200 BRI B SR ')
Between snows, the monkeys waste no time in their search for food.
fEmRERAB X JA DB R 5ot 4t H
At this altitude, there are few fruits or tender leaves to eat.
(Sl v i - TN B 57 G- o s S W NGB0 % i o i R IR /SN
90% of their diet is made up of the fine dry wisps of a curious organism.
Hp—PRAR Hih—FRuEDK Half fungus, half plant - it's lichen.
ST AATTIE H R AR 2 ) 2 AR R AR
How have monkeys, normally associated with lowland jungle,
S A A R R R 1 L B BT A2 B come to live such a remote mountain existence?
EAFARIX LA B ThbE e — 8 H 2 A
This is not the only remarkable animal found within these isolated high peaks.
— R /N RE A A Chinese red panda.



XATTBRSE S ke ¥ E A IR R E TR T
Solitary and quiet, it spends much of its time in the tree tops.
P B B 44 Despite its name,
i/ NRES S OR BRI EoR ORI AR T o Y S0
the red panda is only a very distant relative of the giant panda.
EAEME EERGE RE  (VNRERA I AE PSP AR KIS IR FireFox BR 2 X I H
P A HIE BER Bt RERHE 2 45k — B R 10 A B i 225 B R e i WO 5 32K e
RESRG R R BOZ IR/ NEER]) It's actually more closely related to a skunk.
(B AN AR RE A A A L R B R IE b ——AT 1
But it does share the giant panda's taste for bamboo.
H ] G T 0 ) /0 AR DA G I T AR A E ST 25 A
Southwest China's red pandas are known for their very strong facial markings
X LCRFAER AT 5 e AR B SR X I KR X 73 ok
which distinguish them from red pandas found anywhere else in the Himalayas.
nEER— A BT AR 1 mnm i Lk
Like the monkeys, they were isolated in these high forests
WAALE ECRH)E s s e e e fhii
when the mountains quite literally rose beneath them
VAR R 5T 7 Py S R R 1 IX—
in the greatest mountain-building event in recent geological history.
FERT 25 3000 J34EE] Over the last 30 million years,
B JEE IR Kl e 485 1] 45 s BRI Kl
the Indian subcontinent has been pushing northwards into Eurasia.
Bl JE 5 PE K A8 Ak On the border between India and Tibet
EUR S A ST 2 i1 i DAL 8000 Kbz
the rocks have been raised eight kilometres above sea level,
AL A R KRR Lk ——F SR L
creating the world's highest mountain range, the Himalayas.
Ko 2R SR But to the east,
B AARERE TR ALE R AR BRI LA

the rocks have buckled into a series of steep north-south ridges,

[F I THE T 2w ) i 7y cutting down through the heart of Yunnan,
TE R T P AT IR LU ik the parallel mountains of the Hengduan
Shan.

KL RAIR BT B AL = 7

These natural barriers serve to isolate Yunnan's plants and animals

& H BEER B 4 Th K Sh AR ) in each adjacent valley.

E- TSI SPNIN P While the huge temperature range between the snowy peaks
Fr i i 2 8 (R AR )R 2% and the warmer slopes below

453X LA fr % W G PR AL provides a vast array of conditions for life to
thrive.

HZH Through spring,

L RN TNEP S o O i wb: SRS R n A AN = 8

the Hengduan slopes stage one of China's greatest natural spectacles.



EAL B AR AR tHE 5L 5 22 AR A LA S P

The forests here are among the most diverse botanical areas in the

world.
X B IS 18000 FhEY) Over 18,000 plant species grow here,
Hrh 2y 3000 MAEYZIX ) LA 1 of which 3,000 are found nowhere else.

EHR AT X IR R AT SRR

Until little more than a century ago, this place was unknown outside

China.
SRR FSX AR ET B ) 2R 7 th i 5 But then news reached the West
WAL E EZRET7 of a mysterious, hidden world of the orient.

Bl AR L B9 N K% By

Hidden among the mountains, a lost Shangri-la

paradise.
LI P TT B A AT 2 Western high society, in the grip of a gardening
craze,
T B ARAT R [ B A Y was eager for exotic species from faraway places.
X TR R R I K This gave rise to a new breed of celebrity
adventurers,
TERMHEDHERF HREE A intrepid botanist-explorers known as "the Plant
Hunters".
ZFBON T AT EM (Holy Grail /2 Jesus 758 Ja IR 2 A FH &R P8R A mT Y
[T ) Yunnan became their Holy Grail.

Horb i F1 44 W E & Joseph Rock F AR Indiana Jones (HEFZ "RRKRT7 AR ANE" HH)o
i’&] The most famous was Joseph Rock, a real life Indiana
Jones.

B il sR T AR S BEAT N R — RS

Remarkable film footage captured his entourage on a series of expeditions,

R\ 2 B I HL R AR S Iz A1E as they pushed into the deepest corners of Yunnan.
fi B T T4 B AR In glorious colour he recorded the plant life he found
FEH HAD TR B B B RO b on special photographic glass plates.

T IR BT BT B AR AR [ P T Sending thousands of specimens back to the West,
YR NI e 2s 752 the Plant Hunters changed the gardens of the world forever.
Rock ()RR B H AR 155 /1 Rock's success was born of a massive effort.

N T BB A B For, to find his Shangri-la,

fln 0Bk TG S 3 4 L ik not only had he to traverse endless mountain
ranges,

fEMR T 5 R ey but some of the deepest gorges in the world.
VL2 44 B R B i The Nujiang is called The Angry River.
MRAE = H A B SR R AL iR L This 300-kilometre stretch of raging rapids

BN T DR BT AR A i B R SR B i is as much a barrier to life as are the mountains above.
(GRZEENE WAVES CRASH

MY N AESE — A 203X B 47 ¥ A\ But the plant hunters weren't the first people to travel
here.

Rtz b Along the Nujiang,



7 2 BRI 3N ORI

less than 30 rope crossings allow locals passage across the

torrents.

/NS AR L T FE Tiny hamlets cling to the slopes.
SRAEHENHT This morning, it's market day,

—RE AT L2 1 DY ab 4 drawing people from up and down the valley.
At PIG OINKS

Ly SRR g Y GOAT BLEATS

2t N A IX M ] B 1 2 2 BT Hanging from simple rope slings,

O HH 1 Py sk people have been using the crossings for many hundreds of
years.

FE G0 7 BE U 1) L 2 o In such narrow, precipitous gorges

X ] S 1 A2 38 7 2R AF 0N A it's by far the easiest way to get around.

EIR I e A FT 5 Ue X [ 1 B% K THXE % Once across, the steep sides mean it's still a
hike.

HOAEE T AT IE 75 BN SR T B PP Many trek for hours by foot before they get to the market.
HEI A AN CL B RORREE SR AR R R A 2

The immense valley is home to over a dozen ethnic

groups.

RN T Some, like the Nu people, are found only here.
ANEBRFE B RATTAE ST A The markets bring the mountain tribes together.
N T Ak EEA AR To continue his expeditions,

Rock 5l (AR BA 20 ¥ i8R0 2 B ) it
Rock had to get his entire entourage across the giant Yunnan
rivers.
b 5 1) 1 P RRAPA e 2 A ] 10 405 ST 4 R R 56 S 3
He commissioned especially thick ropes made from forest
rattan
FLEK T T EA 2 and filmed the entire event.
AT T BE 40 AN AK 15 KR T IF UG
With yak butter to smooth the ride, 40 men and 15 mules made the

journey.

(EBIE | 253 € 950k S U Not all made it across.

TE A VL] 43 38 176 1Y) b On the far side of the great Nujiang gorge,
TS NATE T AR KB the Plant Hunters made a remarkable discovery.
S I B iy Far from the tropics,

AT AU EN T — Fr BV s 1) 8 s AR

they seemed to be entering a steamy, vibrant tropical jungle,

X A2 = 22 o L AR AR the forest of Gaoligongshan.
X H A S5 AN The flora here is unlike anywhere else in the world.

FAL L Aty e LA A ) ER AR IE
Next to subtropical species, alpine plants grow in giant form.
il 30 Z KRS IE A 15 5 &) E R K

Crowning the canopy, rhododendrons, up to 30 metres high.



VU T TR) BT SR 0 LR e il — 5 40
In April and May, their flowers turn the forests ruby red,
W 5| e I 2k attracting bird species found only here.
AP FE HK O IR BT AR BN T BRI R
Constant moisture in the air means that the branches are laden with flowering
epiphytes,
XL A3 TP BN RS RS Odr DA RS TR 2%
fiercely guarded by tiny sunbirds, unique to these valleys.
WA A E A Tl DR — B AR AE Ay L X
Nectar feeders, these are the humming birds of the Old World tropics.
e 2R T LU B AR AR T R B 2 M s ) oK [
The forests of Gaoligongshan are home to some of China's rarest wildlife.
TX e — FUME I 21 18 A This is a female Temminck's Tragopan.
A A5 — S AU H RHETEE SR She has a colourful male admirer.
B A B2 T AR SR B D A [ W P SR 2
He's hoping to woo her with his peculiar peekaboo display
Btk KA AR AR S O OB AT but she's not about to be rushed.
EZEHERNE N BREEIFH RO (skin wattle PIFE 1 S 58 508 B2k BRI B R 42))
His colourful skin wattle reflects more light than feathers do.
XoF BHE 1A SR i i AL A R R SR AT To her, this is like a neon sign.
AT | Seeing his chance, the male makes his move.
B2 0T LU AR AR R A OR RS TR ) A i Constant moisture in the Gaoligongshan forests
X E R E IX A AN 77 7K 2R means that throughout the year there are always fruits on the
trees.
IR B BRI 5] % SRR R A
Such abundance of food encourages a high diversity of fruit eaters
AXAFT i i X AR RIR AT more commonly found in the tropics.
KRB R A R AV AE R A6 W Ak
The black giant squirrel is found only in undisturbed
rainforest.
AT — KRB R TR B St 5 AR B KRR Bl 2 —
At close to a metre in length, it's one of the world's largest
squirrels.
FHRT 2 A AE IR e AR TS B Py 2K TH %
The mystery is that these forests are growing well outside the
tropics.
BRN LU AR B SR A AL T 1

By rights, none of this jungle, or its animals, should be

here.

By SREY 3 These are bear macaques.

AR ATT 8 AR E AR G I #T  AAK H They're found only in tropical and sub-tropical
jungle.

Z T AREMEAEIX Fr U7 BT oK B 32 5Kl AE R
With a tiny home range of just a few square kilometres,
SEM R F R IR they depend on the abundant fruit



RS RIRE IR B 25 AT A2 DA S AT R AR
that only true rainforests can provide all year

round.
XT BRI AR5 N & To the European plant hunters,
A6 75 R R AR B2 A L) S D I R T

these northern rainforests must have seemed a fantastic and mysterious lost
world.
SR BABA IR BV B AT 1 M3 356 0N ) o A

Yet, when they came here, they would have found beautifully constructed ancient stone pathways

FEICITG ARMAR R AT LAEAT on which the forest could be explored.

g M ) PE RN L Winding westwards into the hills,

— JEE P i X ) 2 TE these were once some of the most important highways in
Asia,

PO R R4 S 1B (B O TE e 22 9 2 1% the southwestern tea and silk road.

R EE T AR IR R D BT X TERE TG Built thousands of years ago,
[P R h SO S ES i D puR: s UL QU E E A T TS DS &2y

the southwestern tea and silk road gave access to the world beyond China's

borders,

WX Al 2 o 5t A % carrying tradesmen and travellers from as far away as
Rome.

XSk ik b BRI AR IR AR K Wars were fought over access to this tiny path,
A HH N ) ] P — TR e 22 T the only sure route in or out of China,

DA 2B EARAIE 4> A g 18 o FH that was guaranteed to be clear of snow all year
round.

Mo AT A T AR T AR R =A%

So, what causes Gaoligongshan's strange and remarkable

climate?

T H Ja ) BERCR In late May, gusts of wind arrive,

Wk T IF E 2 o IS E 2 AL bringing with them the key to Gaoligongshan's mystery.
HIE &K The winds are hot and saturated with water.
EATE AR H TR R They come all the way from the Indian Ocean.

52 75 B AR M R ) R Channelled by Yunnan's unique geography,

oy 22 Xl ok 7 e 4 I W & they bring with them the moisture of the tropical
monsoon.

TE RT3 4 H I BRI 4 The giant river valleys, created millions of years
ago,

wnE B R B = — & act like immense funnels.

X LI 2R IRIE AR K The gorges are so deep and narrow,

I FEASMAERIVEIL  that the moist warm air is driven right up into the north of Yunnan.
SRNJE LA PR RN FR P AE IR The result is rain, in torrents!

A PUAS F )47 22 TR R A A L)
Four months of daily rainstorms sustain luxuriant
vegetation.
75 XU K i The arrival of the monsoon
M T AR i i R Y S R

awakens one of the forest's most extraordinary moisture-loving inhabitants.



REFIRYFZ L AL K I BONAR LI Eh ) 2 —

The crocodile newt is one of the most unusual of the many amphibian species found

here.
MR BT RAS ST As the rains arrive, they emerge to mate.

P Bk N FEE B B N AR R

The newts are said to leave an odour trail that potential mates can
follow.
FREZRYEAT 4 T e Lk

The crocodile newt gets its name from the bumps along its

back.
XA AT R IR These are its defence.
— BRI N B B i3k If grabbed by a potential predator,

hE T R R 2 57 S S a8 R

the tips of its ribs squeeze a deadly poison from the

bumps.

TR | 3 o — PRk A The deluge wakes another forest inhabitant.
BAREN K A RS AU LE This one is particularly astounding in its vigour!
BoREEBAK K It can grow up to a metre a day,

el LR fECR DY fast overtaking the other plants around it.
KAE R KB E R The taller it grows, the faster its growth rate,

HHAES R RE TEANZ &

so that in a matter of days it towers above the undergrowth,

I HARpEE 3 Kbt K and continues reaching for the sky.
XTHEERPEME TRIEARM Not bad for what is essentially a grass.
BT T It's bamboo.

IRf AL 8 24 Given the chance,

it ST

bamboo will create immense forests, dominating entire areas.

VAR IR R 5 S AN o ] (1) 174 P Bamboo forests occur across southwest China,
— BRI R B2 RIEESREE B I B R all the way to Shanghai.

BV S s B R AT But probably the highest diversity of bamboos in the world
HIERAEKAE = LS 2 is found on the hills and valleys of Yunnan.

JUEHNRERE T RIE )

Though incredibly strong, bamboos have hollow
stems,
NVl AR AR A B3 1 RIRTEX MRS B

a perfect shelter for any creatures which can find a way

n.

X I — A This entrance hole was made by a beetle
HE AT AR EDM T IEAK but it's being used by a very different animal.
7 71 s A bamboo bat.

Bttt BN ALY AR ZEA L —FER

The size of a bumblebee, it's one of the tiniest mammals in the world.
BARIEH N B 20k 25 AT b The entire colony, up to 25 bats,
PEAE L — A0 0 223 [A)5E BB /N 715

fits into a single section of bamboo stem, smaller than a tea cup.



X fi] B2 B It's quite a squeeze!
T/T TN R T RS % Half the colony are babies.
JRERE RS AR AR B AHRAF AT 48— oK 1

Though barely a week old, they are already almost as big as their mumes.
MR IX T I BN A SEAE R R 2 Feeding such a fast-growing brood is hard work.
Wi R 21T T R AR R G T B i A L S B )

The mums leave to hunt just after dusk each

night.
INFAKATHE B T RE XK Back in the roost, the young are left on their own.
SRIET b ) PR LS B At AT ZE Ty B

Special pads on their wings help them to grip on the bamboo walls

A PNE 2K (73 most of the time.
NPT UEATTAE T8 T R 7 i) R e e I P 2 T S s
The young bats use the extra space to prepare for a life on the
wing
9 H JE AT B & by preening and stretching.
SR HES B EVD T BB RO B S e Mk 1 H bR

Packed in like sardines, they would make an easy target for a

snake.

{EL 2 s K0 3 AT USSR R B AL But the snake has no chance of getting in.

N 1) 58 B2 LE A 2B A 22 The entrance is thinner than the width of a pencil.
‘_i'l W 4 4 [ e s When the mothers return,

FRPRAERIN D DIEAREEEATS A R B -~ o E
they can push through the narow entrance only because of their unusually flattened skulls.
[FIREIE A 75 B 1A Re P itk 25 But it's still a squeeze.
F— R R EAT 7 BR R 5 48 A 5 T e A

Bamboos are exploited in a very different way by another forest dweller.

e (KT 55 2 B IR AMAE Fresh bamboo shoots are an important forest crop.
W JETGAT — > 58 Ja M L e 22 Ai Lao Xiang is of the Hani tribe,
AT T4 @XX#&QV‘U Wit LB R 2 from the mountain village of Mengsong.

AR HI T SR 2 AR i — T SRR S
Roasted, the tender shoots he gathers will make a tasty dish.

We JE A B AR SR AEAT T AR &S S A AT EABEAS [ B0 FH 3

The Hani have many uses for the different bamboos they grow and find in the forest around.

RN ¥ R FZPICL 2 T 7] DL R 28 8% Though flexible enough to be woven,
1 HAT T 5 EE AN i I ik aik bamboo has a higher tensile strength than steel.
AT T E S K Succulent when young,
FRE BT - B ST DU i B in maturity it's tough and durable, ideal for making a table
AT KR B 2] DL B —32EF  and strong enough for a pipe to last a lifetime.
Hh ] 7 e N B The people of southwest China
B AR Z MR XA & 5 1 )2 R

have found an extraordinary number of ways to exploit this most versatile of plants.

AT A 5 5 iR U THEY SPEAK IN NATIVE LANGUAGE
3R LRI B — Jmy 0 S DR 2 Part of bamboo's phenomenal success



KON 2 1A DL 2 T LA IR R sh P ae s & A

is that it's so tough that few animals can tackle it.

B 7T TR SEIEAETE B Bt Yet, bamboo does come under attack.
— HAr i A bamboo rat.
Nz =2 RN T Feeding almost exclusively on bamboo,

B 2E TR T RIIE 2
they live their entire lives in tunnels beneath the forest.
/NI TARE S b hriE

The thinner species of bamboo are easy to attack and pull below.

At AT A G £ R MR She has a fantastic sense of smell

RER% 175 I R i (1) A= K and can sniff out the fresh growth through the soil.
VI IR — B AR HL R ZE A Bamboo spreads along underground stems.
AEH G R T Sl £ 21587 5 X 74 By following these, new shoots are found.

— BRI Once a shoot is detected,

TR T 2 JE R AT R 6 10 2 i iR B3 B she snips it free and drags it down into her burrow.
X MEET RN A E — e This female has a family.

NPT A JA LA R At just a few weeks old,

IR B A BRSNS BB AT T the youngsters can already tackle the hardest bamboo stems
BT W v B L and are eager to try.

Ty~ WA 1) 44 75 2 T 0L ) S Bamboo's tough reputation is such,

DR E TRy BT R 50
that another bamboo specialist was known by the Chinese as, "The Iron Eating
Animal".
R REJ DL HphRR i B 3 T ) 44 T The giant panda is famous for its exclusive diet.
KEERAOALE LB JIEERT AV T o E B PE R
Giant pandas are thought to have originated in southwest China, millions of years ago,
KA AL DAL =~ R 4a 10k but they are no longer found in Yunnan.
AER, BRMip)as RIFImE] 7 KRB K aEY L
Recently, their specialised diet has had dire consequences.
17 76 Mk LATSTIN ) A= i 340 Bamboo has a bizarre life cycle,
AW WHHEZ, ARAEAFEIAT T4 2 —0)AE
flowering infrequently, sometimes only once every hundred years or so.
— BAT T HIEZR R, w2 R 2 ] R AT T
But when flowering does occur, it's on a massive scale,
AT AP R A8 il S84 ) 4 i and it's followed by the death of all of the plants.
A, BT ARHER] BefE 2 T T Sometimes an entire bamboo forest may die.
FEHRA Z RTINS b REAAEAE RSB B 54— F XK 2
In undisturbed habitat, pandas simply move to another area
REZFEAEF MBS S P T I ZEALE %) where a different bamboo species grows.
NEHEE QIR 1 R A7 X I Sk
But as human activity has fragmented their forest home,
K R P THI I B4 25 A7 M 85 H 2 38
pandas find it increasingly hard to find large enough areas in which to survive.
5P A2 KRB IAE A S T b [ AR A AR AR L
Wild pandas are now found only in the forests of Central China,
26 B AR far to the east.



FE A 2 T e P AT /N R A AR L

But in the hidden pockets of lowland jungle in Yunnan's tropical south,

JEAEAE T E e AR B A B 2 — live one of China's best-kept wildlife secrets.
PRI M DEEP BELLOW
THHEF R The wild Asian elephant.

EPHEF R — G AT BLE B b E 6757 AL OB 40
Elephants once roamed across China as far north as Beijing.
B R EAMUAFIE T = B BRI LL 25 2 v
But it's only in the hidden valleys of Yunnan that they have survived.
KRR B IR Elephants are the architects of the forest.
B KRR R E R Bamboos and grasses are their favourite food
N7, — LA i@ P P SR VDR i DL S it T B 1
but saplings, tree leaves and twisted lianas are all taken, with little care.
HEATEE AR As they move through the forest,
RETEREH T /NP AR 23 4 S Rbk b il i s R 1 FRDG
the elephants open up clearings, bringing light to the forest floor.
R EATIN SR A 25 R R 52 This has a major impact on their home.
A HIRRMRIE IR LA IR 22 I A i 2
The richest forests are now known to be those which from time to time experience
change.
FLV R T AR B R 21k AHE LB
The Jinou people are incredibly knowledgeable about their forests
AT R BE I A X ) LR 2R 2 U
and claim to have uses for most of the plants that they find
there.
JIT A PRI P 0 e o e e N i 44 They have names for them all,
ALz LR N AZ A AR E 2 IR e 24 A
those good for eating and some which even have strong medicinal
qualities.
WRAERX LT B BRI T — N5 KRG A
By working here, the Jinou play a similar role to the
elephants,
TERFM Fhe=ila] Ak 1RO S 2R
opening up the forest, bringing space, light and

diversity.

A KRG I SR B AEY) A IR R 5 AR 34 Green, fast growing species are encouraged.
X)L B B AR I Insects are in high abundance here,

PR Sy B st A together with the animals that feed on them.

BV R N BRI 0 T AR ENR A AT RE R 2R 2 SM Y

Knowledge of the forest enables the Jinou to find not just
plants,
FE ST L AR but other tasty forest food too.
MARHBEEAE X LR W EATBATE 2 R A&

Forest crabs are common here, feeding on the abundant leaf
litter.



Wi 2% | — B RRAT D HISEH This will be a tasty addition to the evening
meal.

MA = EA LS Flowing through Yunnan's southern valleys,
RAILI /K & 1 A 78 59 P s e the once angry rivers are now swollen,
SN B KA L R their waters slow and warm.

TX G B 8 () IR b VAT 25 2 AR T N K These fertile lowland valleys are the home of the
Dai.

IKZ The "People of the Water"

LA 7K O A T 1T live along streams which originate in the surrounding
hills.

F—NEKEEE T Each family keeps a kitchen garden

iR R 1L 2454 modelled on the multi-layered structure of the surrounding
forests,
BRI NN R AR P R which the Dai hold sacred.
ERAFEREYIREY B & St &
The gardens are made more productive by inter-planting different
Crops.
e R [A] BH PR E ) A B A A A 1 2 BE <
Tall, sun-loving species give shelter to plants which thrive in the
shade.
TERAKRE, REHAT LT K As companions, the plants grow better.
SRR+ A RLEAS R S ) B A A AR
Yunnan's forests are home to more than a dozen wild banana
species
2 B N I S b B A R R K A R AT and banana crops grow well in most Dai
gardens.
BB S LB RS WAL — R RGeS /NS
The huge banana flowers are rich in nectar for only two hours a
day,
K2 CAMR 51 i AR AR o ) B BTSRRI KB Rt AN H % e

but it's enough to attract a range of forest insects, including

hornets.

FHEATRI R R SR With their razor sharp mandibles,

1R 25 7y il e % K 42 248 % they find it easy to rob the flowers of their
nectar.

B K E W2 N 'Y But hornets are predators too.

BAT & e R R IR )i They hunt other insects and carry them back to their
nest.

—/NERAR Y H bR An ideal target,

{H X Wi I 3F G 2% 1 4 4 but this grasshopper is no easy meal.
WHFE N2 AT — AR There may be a price to pay.

BN Po 5 Xue Ming FIl 38 N HIABE

The Dai men, Po and Xue Ming, take advantage of a hunter's instincts.
PR p e B A o — AR R o B S A hornet sting is agony.
PRAE R B b 1) o REL S/ E e i & 1 But for now it's distracted, intent on cutting away



W — B2 8 /)N 9 W i A DA A [9] 6 5L a piece of grasshopper small enough to carry back
home.



s Success!
2 B LA IR e i) R AT The white feather hardly slows the hornet,

SR, FEEE and, more importantly,
H & BB NI N ST it can be seen.
EPNEIE R Re e Now the hunter is the hunted.
HHE Po 5 Xue Ming BEEER I So long as Po and Xue Ming can keep up!
B B fE, HE KT Back at the nest, the other hornets
ANERRR R immediately begin to cut the feather free.
HEANCOK BHENMVE AR But it's too late. The nest's location has been
betrayed.

AMBIY) 5 ZH N 2 8] 5% 5
The relationship between the forest animals and the people who live
here
T 5t 5 AT R0 F IS was never one of harmony.
RIS FAb R RAE A AR S EA AR IE
Yet the fact that the Dai and other ethnic groups considered these forests to be
sacred,
It H RERE AARATTI A= A7 1R 08 TR P has ensured their survival
BIEAR 2 Arpid sl H AR ORI X RT3 A ) M ER 4 ke R
and now many have been given extra protection as nature
reserves.
B0 557 BT IR T [HHk Ingenuity and hard work pays off at last.
B NAR 5 & X Fh 2 Hg 1 % 1 The fattened larvae are considered a delicacy by the
Dai.
REXEHMRIIR T FHREA  Although these forests have experienced a great deal of change,
EEAMRIFR — Lz i H) S ANHELVEFER SRR EN

they are still host to some ancient and incredible

relationships.

EANZINT A Almost 60 centimetres high,

IX VT JBE A ERAE e this is the immense flower of the Elephant yam.
2 NFR 2R IR 2 AR Locals call it the "Witch of the Forest".

P Bl AR R AR L AR R TS ) B

As the stars rise, the witch begins to cast her
spell.
ARMAH IR N T AE) LA AR THR 1

The forest temperature drops, but the flower starts to heat

up.
UGN LT R T eI A heat sensitive camera reveals the flower's temperature
T A NHELLEAS T 1 IR rising by an incredible ten degrees Celsius.

FEIRANNGE,  JE AT 23 ) SR HAE A AR AR

At the same time, a noxious stench of rotting flesh fills the forest

air.

BEEL R ER N RAMEEZER As the flower's heat increases, a cloud of odour rises
up.

M 5] A T DU Ak SR The foul perfume carries far and wide.

IR AT RS It doesn't go unnoticed.



PR EEST Carrion beetles arrive on the scene.
F R 313X ) [ 53-3 — 1 S TR 5

The beetles come in search of a feast of warm decaying flesh,

(P = but they've been tricked.
T VR TR AR R A R g 4] Slippery sides ensure they tumble
i 7 Eer g straight into the centre of the monster flower.

XL 23 [A) R = DALE R e ) % There's not enough room to spread their wings
B — O BIAEEE I € 1Y d oAb Al and the waxy walls ensure that there's no escape.
A2 L% B Y B A Te) AN AR AT X1 B 15 2R
But there's nothing sinister in the flower's agenda.

H UK 2 FE ARSI IE O S BONTERIBIF The beetles will be its unwitting helpers.
KO R e Dawn arrives,
TERWE T ERIEE — K

but the flower remains unchanged, holding its captives through the
day.
O H BRG] DR MOPK 22 R B OB TS I 1

As the second night falls, the witch stirs again.

—), ERBRENEOeh In a matter of minutes, the flower's precious golden pollen
MBS Fh AL T I T BA squeezes from the stamens and begins to fall,

Il 2R G v AE AR A SR B R B showering onto the captive beetles below.

WAE, INAEA TR Now, at last, the prisoners are free to go.

A4 1) o b A A3 A R AR R The flower's wall changes texture, becoming rough
FRAL 7 AR ) B R A to provide the ideal escape ladder.

THREAEH 75 17 5 Loaded with their pollen parcels, they can now climb to freedom,
T3 L R AR 2 AR RLKE S T8 just as other forest witches are beginning to open.

TP HIRIE 51175 H dF S

Seduced by the irresistible perfume, the beetles are sure to pay a
visit,
TRUE T B 15 LUiAT so ensuring pollination,
WL ORAE 1 IX AR A HE O Ok B AR 45 A% 3 A

and another generation of incredibly big, smelly

flowers.
RIGFIL AR S AEM BN =5 e ATt

As dawn arrives, forest birds claim their territories in the

canopy.

By BIRDSONG

XU — A S AR BARE AR TT But there's one call which stands out among the rest
FRARAZ W SR 1R 2R KM virtuoso of the forest symphony.

BT 7 R STRANGE CALL RINGS OUT

e RKE R It's a gibbon.

AR A Y 5 45 S AN UNDULATING CALL CONTINUES

E 2 T R B Az 1) L ik 2 Living on a remote mountain range in south central Yunnan

JEAEE T ENZ R B KE R

is one of the few remaining wild gibbon populations in China.



JoiE Ll B R K R The black-crested gibbons of Wuliangshan.
A 135 B0 R BRI L L pRk 2 They are confined to these forest mountains,
Atk szt 1 SCREWS BORA SR A TR AOGI

so remote and steep that few hunters ever come
here.
AT AL AR UL T L BB S R A Y 5 AR AN [

The Wuliangshan gibbons are unsual for their social

structure.

REBAE R TG — DN IR Most gibbons live in small family groups

FH A2 B %) X7 A AdATT B4 5 AR B 26 R consisting of a mating pair and their
offspring.

{HIR IR S K i o B B AR But these gibbons exist in troops.

— RHEEKE R S R B = R

One male can have two or sometimes three females

T EL I L 1 HR RE PR iR AR 1 and all of these can have young.

A XL N AR R R A T AR R 2 Often even the juveniles stay in the
community.

&) P i e BABY SQUEAKS

Ps— X HANKE RN A 7K Rarely glimpsed, this baby may be only a day old.
IFF 22 B 72U R e A AR K
If it survives infancy, then it has a promising
future
HEHL - H R BEIL R ARG 50 a0t Ak s 4 o
in these few valleys with its close-knit
family.
T A 1) U 75 S GIBBON CALLS RING OUT
KRR G2 ok 1 B R AR AN R
Gibbon song once inspired the ancient poets of
China,
EATHE SRS [BZ AR 521 LIRS 22 1A) W55 <P 72 78 s A B R T o
their glorious calls echoing far across the
hills.
Al R IAE = AR AR 1) T But now, new, strangely quiet forests have come to
Yunnan.
X LER AEfg e — i LT 2 B I EY)
These trees are here to produce an important and valuable
crop.
0 R R R T ET AR When the tree bark is scored, it yields copious sticky sap,
WAAEF S RE W LLIX M X SORG A A so bitter and tacky that nothing can feed on it.

TR AT B A T 6 Mk s ) R AR It's the tree's natural defence against attack.
BRER AR It's collected daily,
— i S — gt bowl by bowl.

TRARRE AR o — bl B S A
It will be boiled and processed into one of the most important materials

i BI RS Sy WP to a fast developing nation - rubber.



o [ RO AR SR PR AL T AR AE A AR SO 5K
The expansion of the rubber forests began in the '5S0s when China,
5 [ {2 g s e S (R0 I ) [ s24T AT & B AR I A i
under a world rubber embargo,
Hh DX R RIS R SR L ATE 45 EH A2 had to become self-sufficient in this vital product.
AR T HOGHE ) 1 AR A ME— RES PRI A 3L Ty

Beijing turned to the only place where rubber could

grow,
BT Hey H X (1) 2= e e the tropical south of Yunnan.
ERRGE AT AT G T With efficiency and speed,

— LB A] i R K AR MG BOT IR B SR R

some of the world's richest forests were torn up and

burned.

B AR ()72 B BRI Ak Replaced with mile upon mile of rubber plantation.
PRI AR 11 i) 09, e i ) 22 But there was a problem for the rubber growers.
G 2 MU R SRR While Yunnan's unique natural forests

REMSAE A A 2 L &R A L35 B R

can survive on the valley slopes which stretch to the north...
A& — 377U R RE VAR L RE T KX I 55 AR PR

.Just one severe frost will kill off these delicate rubber
trees.
2 T R Ve FER SE T ORIR SRR

So Yunnan's terrain puts a limit on how far the plantations can

spread,

BEAS 1 IRy B AR A0 7 2 halting at least their northwards advance.

7 T ) AR BT THT I ) R 7 IE 3234 K. The jungles of Yunnan are increasingly under pressure.
TR\ BER B HORN BEEPS

TR 2 S NS AT AE B AT R AR ] New roads criss-cross the tiny remnant forests,

LA AL Rk Al BB e il S0 R R B0t ) 7 5K

the infrastructure needed for trade, industry and, increasingly,

tourism.

X A2 PSR AS [R] R HHE A A2 I 2 Ak It's a meeting of two very different worlds.
R ELEPHANT TRUMPETS

KRG REAE B A7 75 16 B A A That elephants still exist in China is remarkable
FREFIEE KM K7 considering the immense pressures
AT b B2 N D BT A SR 1 s 7 in the world's most highly populated country.
27250 KB A KGR IR JE ARt The 250 or so wild elephants which still live here
52 B R are now strictly protected.

R AE A 7N GUE A AE 5 Y R And each year young are born to the small
herds.

AR 5 r) DR R AT A AT Ab 2 = If elephants were to survive anywhere in
China,

M EAE = it could only have been here, in Yunnan.

L Jok 51 5 2 XU A T AR AS B R VR
The same mountains which guide the monsoon rains
north



XA AEFF Joseph Rock FRFE 783 1 ¥R A

and which made Joseph Rock's journeys so

treacherous,

WARY T 2= P B ARARANIX LI B A 5h ) also guarded Yunnan's forests and its wildlife.
RML A ELEPHANTS GRUNT AND TRUMPET

LB ] BELLAKIHYS H &% For the moment, the mountains are still carpeted in a rich green,
fEl B o 1 A KSR TN 5 ' 18 deceptive in its simplicity.

B ZEEEEL T TEERZRNERNE
Below the canopy lies perhaps China's richest natural

treasure.
FEEIC T SRR 1) Delicate and unique,

NZEMELAE 2 1) B SR E TR A BRAE X a complex world of intricate relationships
LMW F o between animals, plants and people, beneath the clouds.
SR E (Wild China) 5% =4 PEjK Tibet
P BK e i 140 o At T AR 24 o o [ A0 1 DY 2 — The Tibetan plateau is a quarter of China.
FLrb iR K Ja) 0 10 B Az e I A Much of it is extremely remote and inhospitable.

A RIS D15 1S B A bk

Its southern border runs through the world's highest mountain range,

A AE R B SRR L the formidable Himalayas.
Hh BT A e i A2 XU R FE VA S Its central part is a windswept and freezing
FLHTAR 5 74 WA RA wilderness the size of Western Europe.

A DL EAS XA FAT Pt ) 4 77 7 98 02 B AR S i 5K el
But this challenging place is home to incredible wildlife.
X R AE Y L rh [ e AT T e 2
There are more large creatures here than anywhere else in
China.
PO S N 23 EX AN KK T+ 244K

Tibet has been a province of China for more than 50

years,

A5 1000 2 1A 7 58 1) 5 A% 4 2L yet it has a unique character,

MR TH PR 357 25 T e ) XU shaped by over 1,000 years of Tibetan Buddhism.
XA NFIHURE 2R =2 This obscure and archaic-looking religion
A TN EHEFFHP ST has produced one of the most enlightened cultures on Earth.
X B AT HATR Here,people have a long tradition of co-existing peacefully
SR AL R IE A AL S with the creatures and landscape around them,

fie HE 70 e 55 5 98 BA 51 fr 9 a relationship which has helped to protect their fragile
environment.
FEIZANT H 3R TR R IR BOR EE 2 A B 3

In this programme we will discover why this harsh land with its ancient

XFEATR L ER R Ut 24 1 E 2L culture is vitally important for much of our planet.
IES It's the beginning of winter,

o e F T R e R 2 high up on the Tibetan plateau.
RIRERERIZE T 40 5L K5 The temperature will soon drop to minus 40 Celsius.
7E X B A iy A )R I — 1 2 Sk ——3R 47 Out here,life is reduced to a single imperative -
survival.

X R —— R BRI S For the argali,the world's largest sheep,



X R E FHRLEEMN it means searching for a few tufts of grass.
LT3 21 BE AR — S [ 3 7 Descending from the hilltops to lower altitudes,
BN T2 m Bl EsfE— e the argali band together for safety.
WRIAITE fEIX R B LB 'Y Hopefully, down here,they'll be able to find enough
food
DAHS B e 130 ik 4 to last them through the rest of the winter.
R R 2ttt i 37 555 Although this winter landscape looks barren and forbidden,
PR 28 ) 1L K0 5 3 A b 2R 2 1 N I A4

Tibet's remote grasslands support a surprising variety of creatures.
JERFE R IZ A5 A LS B AT BRI

Though at this time of year, they can be hard to track

down.

AHECZ N a5k R 20 EE S By comparison, Tibet's capital,Lhasa,is a hive of activity.
PLEG" AR 2 H 253 1) SR AR M Lhasa is a focus for large numbers of pilgrims
A AT R AE T N D e A 2R who congregate at the city's temples each
day.

PR AL SR I 250 AT Tibet is home to over 2.5 million people,

Forb R R T =2 R U AS most of whom are deeply religious.

SR P el ) B AE 00 RS B A i 57 WEZE DL S %

Though Tibetan Buddhist worship centres on elaborate temples,statues and
images,
A ATT A AV 00 D gk ) B A A 585 D) A GAAE — i

its beliefs are intimately linked with the wild landscapes of Tibet.

R R AR T The starting point for that relationship is the mountain range
o WA AE P 5, P 8020 AT L ik that runs along Tibet's southern border.

B Sy h LKA BRI T 3000 Tk Over 3,000 kilometres long,

A E B OE RO R the Himalayas are China's real Great Wall.

A EEA LR R T 7000 K Hb - =ANEERGET T 8000 K
With hundreds of peaks over 7,000 metres and 13 peaks

A= L ER b v A L g higher than 8,000 metres,they are the highest mountains on
Earth.

PRI IX A 3 5 5 FAN LA oK) The Tibetan region contains over 35,000 glaciers
B U 10 -7 TR L that cover over 100,000 square kilometres.

R T BR Z M 2 A0 B B R UK X They comprise the largest area of ice outside the polar
regions,
Fn R UK X R AR N3 2 — and nearly a sixth of the world's total.
UK R A b XK =3 35 K ) 9 Sk These glaciers are the source of most of the water in the
region.
T R A2 UK YA And the Tibetan plateau is studded with glacial
lakes.
Ak V& AE V8 FER 2 78 P R 4500 K AL 1R 3 55 2 ) At over 4,500 metres up,Lake
Manasarovar
STt b g AR R 7K in the far west of Tibet,is the highest freshwater lake in the world.
MEARIN Y FEV BRI 51 T 1R 2 BT & )L

In late spring,the chilly lake waters are a magnet for breeding
birds.



KRR A RPER TR R 2

The crested grebe woos his mate with offerings of weed for her

nest.
B 2% SO EATE P M T #ERS Finally the honeymoon suite is ready for
action.

bR XEEAHA R R Y The grebes are joined by the highest flying birds in the
world.

BE Sk Y 75 = 5 R HE ) RS i A& Having spent the winter south of the
Himalayas,

RERREEE R G bar-headed geese make the hazardous mountain crossing each
spring

B R A S AT A B to breed on the plateau's lakes.

NP ENHE— AR The geese nest together for safety.

(RGN 22 1R/ B[R] I 0 A0l R R 3 B AR SR — MR IR 14 1) 7t

But so many chicks hatching at the same time means that it can be tricky finding your parents.

Fie2—HE 7TKE Fortunately,once down at the water's edge,
SLREE R 2 2 W 1Y) there's enough food for all of them.

A& =LK Fed by the mountain glaciers,

L R S A A = EaA ol gt the Tibetan plateau even has its own inland
sea.

I This is Qinghai Lake,

SRR NGO il China's largest.

S B FERZAK RS T AR

Millions of years of evaporation have concentrated the minerals in
the lake,
KA T turning the water salty.
WA E A YR S| T R T A Rich in fish,its waters attract thousands of
cormorants.
V8 58RI E AN AN A2 B AR B P ) K But it's not just wildlife that values Tibet's lakes and
seas.

FLE) B 7K A A5 N 2R 1 A2 i 15 DA RE 2 Their life-giving waters are also important to
people.

VU Bk ) o B ik S G AR i) A Y
Tibetan religion is a unique mix of Buddhism and much

older
W AR IR A48 Shamanic beliefs that were once widespread throughout the region.
AR A E A A T AR TS ARSI R R AR

This hybrid religion forms the basis of an extraordinary relationship with
nature.
TEGE 2 X - Hu B 7 7 )8 77 In Shamanic belief,the land is imbued with magical
properties
fli 2 REMS T B SR A AT SE IR which aid communication with the spirit world.
FEIX LA e R oA 2 b 1 0 S ) 2 R R (1% G AR

Here animal skulls are decorated,and rocks are carved with sacred mantras,

MBS S AR i )& groups of syllables that are considered to have spiritual
power.



MNATTHRAE 1 120X 28 S Rp o B 8 7 AR B 5
The reciting of the mantras is believed to create a magical sound
1E 55 A 8] ) that reverberates through the universe.
KHHE 73 AR T & ARK K FMITEM  The landscape is decorated with multi-coloured
flags which
EZANER AR = represent the five elements - fire,wood,earth,water and iron.
20 BN R SO LA S e R
The flags are printed with prayers to purify the air and pacify the gods,
T A HEIX LT 117 1) R and the wind blows the prayers to heaven.
EIVE #5304 W PIT B AR AR AT 22 1 it LT 22 0%
The poles on which the prayer flags are mounted are regularly replenished with fresh
flags.
AR IRIR R 57 L 33 AT TAT A
The old flags are treasured. Those nearest the top of the
pole
LW GALERAE AR P A2 8 4 5 ] BE AR Jal 2

are the most auspicious,so competition for these can get

fierce!

A T (4] < T The golden dome,which is mounted right at the top of the prayer pole,
FE A AR 2 b e 26 1Y is the most sacred object of all.

/b —HEREFE TR G R, Or it will be,once it's retrieved.

EEANGRTE €W rNiilak- 4o s e 8

The old Shamanic beliefs of Tibet ascribed magical powers to the landscape.

{HIX B 1 58 2 AT DU IR ) But there's a far more tangible source of power here
HMBEERA —T KRR which owes nothing at all to magic.

ACA T e R R R IR TR R Strewn across the plateau are boiling thermal springs,
X RAEX A H 3 P s the evidence of mighty natural forces

B B R ) EAFAE IR which have been at work over millions of
years.

FE I R A BRI S e A Deep below the surface,the vast continental plates
B[R AR e B AR of Asia and India are crashing into each other.

R VR EL R S K2 S BRI 2 VKW The turmoil below erupts in clouds of
sulphurous steam.
HVR R V) SR K5 B A dr W 2 SR IFAS K T RE
It seems unlikely that scalding mineral springs should support life.
B0 SEA AN T8 B AR 2 T AT D
But one unlikely creature thrives here precisely because of
them.
TP SR e A2 PR TR The hot spring snake is unique to Tibet
MATHE B AE i JF RS P A7 35 T R 5 ]
and is believed to have survived the inhospitable conditions up
FEHT T B E R SR H on the plateau principally thanks to this natural central heating.
IX Y4 I R AE IR SR B IR i I X
These cold-blooded snakes hang out in streams and rivers which are fed
IR T EAN TS LSS
by the hot springs,where they enjoy a surprisingly productive lifestyle.



T BRI B K T O SRRy AR KT AR A )L B

Slipping into the warm water,they wait patiently,bobbing their heads on the look-out for
fish.
1T 5 RCE S K AN 5 58 2

Thanks to its unlikely relationship with the volcanic forces which built the Himalayas,

TSR A A 15 LU AR AR the hot spring snake is able to survive.

R 4500 KT at altitudes up to 4,500 metres,

XA e AN TR B E RFENAERL  making it the highest-living snake in the world.
AN ANER BEAR He 2 18] () 218 18 5 The slow-motion crash between Asia and India
CEFL 7 3 THFEZ A has been going on for 30 million years.

B S AL KA I AN KR AR g ol 1 4

The Himalayas are the crumple-zone created by these two colliding landmasses,

BRI LA R E a bewildering maze of mountains and valleys,
2 % Ao AR5 ) B AL S ) K home to elusive wild creatures.

TERXANZH KRS T In this rugged and unforgiving terrain,

BT A S PR A AT ORI IR littered with fractured rock and ice cold rivers,

WA R AR AT BE S EEET /G &L the slightest miscalculation may have fatal consequences.
T[RRI AR S = A RL Y The snow leopard is the world's highest-living big
cat.

HIX R — M/ N B RENY) B BRI 7

But there's another,smaller predator that ranges even

higher,

JUP A A 2 5 almost to the roof of the world.

T4 N HEZI 4K 8848 K & At a mind-numbing 8,848 metres high,

BRRE BRI Bk iR BRI /72— Everest is one of the most hostile places for life on
Earth.

A ANEREIERE 26T dEdr Hundreds of people have died trying to conquer it.
BB FATE — RS BUE L BRI DY 7y 2 =) 2 I
But when climbers first reached the ice fields three quarters of the way
BHMAEY R CAEIX T T 7 41, up the mountain,something had already beaten them to
it.
XA Il ATk A It R A A v R K AT IR
This jumping spider is the highest permanent resident on the
planet.
TERAZ BHEGUE (R K )1 2 Totally at home amongst the glaciers of Everest,
EAERHEDYAL RS X RATHIEY) Ler s R R
it scours the slopes for wind-borne prey such as springtails.
Hh R N X BN T DX A RS B N TR FE” Chinese call this fierce little hunter the "fly

tiger".
Bk E tH % MR A 40 AT Jumping spiders are found all over the world.
AT )\ G IR B H A — RHR R Their eight eyes include an oversized central pair,

B Em s — DA F W /E H AR which act like powerful binoculars to spot potential
victims.

A AT FH K A AR V7% 26— FF They use hydraulic pressure to work their legs like pistons,
Al ARk 2 30 5 TARAT A 1 = B catapulting up to 30 times their own body length.
X AE L b AT 28 B BEAR 7 The ideal way to get around in rocky terrain.



{(ERE R (AR FITE ey = S (X (RN oy RN 20 i o 3 S
But like all mountaineers,they always secure a safety line first.
—N R R IR WA TS A springtail grazes on detritus,
X IXAN AR AT BIEAT BRERVE IR AN BE
unaware that it's being stalked by such an acrobatic predator.

i DG AT A8 Bk 2 B O3S & X N “Qomolangma( i 2 BH ¥3 ) The Tibetans call Everest
"Qomolangma",
BEONCRHZ B meaning "mother of the world".
XRAEE AR LB #E T AE LR AR

It's a mark of their affection for the mountain,however brutal it may
appear.
M — B2 R -F R A 78 /G Venture further from the mountains and out onto the
open plateau,

EIXBIE N EIFAR S and life doesn't appear to get any easier.
AE R S 2 High winds scour the landscape

Al R T DU #AofE IR 2K N and temperaturescan drop from baking to freezing in
moments.

1% B JE b By b This is the Chang Tang or Northern Grassland.
s B N BERR Ot RS = F It's so remote that it's been called the Third Pole.
X BRI 5000 K It's about 5,000 metres above sea level,

I T AT & R O 1) 5 B way above the point at which altitude sickness starts to
affect humans.

FEEAEET K5 BN #BE A {5 1 i < At this height,most people are gasping for
breath.

DS XA BE L K2 But lack of oxygen hasn't cramped this creature's
style.

KA A B GEOR FE C A 2] T A F=M R IE I Chiru,or Tibetan antelope,have arrived for the
winter rut.

TEIXFEFERE RS 2 BRI 00 08 5 BB 5 S ) OE 1 16

In the energy-sapping thin air,the males must try to control groups of

females

DIAE A T4E 3 SR Hl 2 R . by constantly rounding them up and corralling
them.

{E R TR 3 AT DL But the chiru have an advantage.

Al AT B 21 i 3R A8 S FRATT R P A Their red blood cell count is twice as high as
ours,

B AE f skt s A6 5 0 2 U AATT ) sufficient to supply their muscles with oxygen
AR TpeSE= R even at this extreme altitude.

SR MBI HUEX A — KEEFEFFAR S Nevertheless,it's hard work keeping his harem in
check,

T 2 IS A P A v 2 T AR and the male's life is about to get even harder.

73— e T B R X EA Another male is gearing up to steal his females.
FrRAREAG CHEE A2 B R e8] —FEEA At

With their rapier-like horns,the males won't risk fighting unless they really have to.

BN E NG AR LE KEFEAS AT B 1E But if neither backs down,conflict is inevitable.
A I AFEAR Some of these fights end in death.



EHEMEHCPTIIHE MEVEE — 5B 5 . While the males fence,the females look on.
2 5552 4 1 R ICE AR 25 55 A e 5 iR B3 )

Injured and weakened by the battle,the loser will be an easy target

BB E TSP H bR for the predators and scavengers that patrol the wilderness.
TEIX BAEFAB VA R Out here there's little room for mistakes.

M M T Z TR ) R With a clear view of the endless plateau below,
FEAAZBOIATA — A AL vultures are quick to spot any opportunity.
—3LAEEEA RG] T — R B IR A dead yak has drawn a crowd.

T IR B AL AN Vultures aren't famous for their table manners.

EAEX A TR BLRAR PR D) B P el S A 2 % 22 F KT AR )
The vultures do well here,as the vast Tibetan wilderness is home to many large
creatures.
JE AT AE VU5 e 5 oz 7 v O BT AR B B BCE EE = T RE )ik 200 K
Living in herds of up to 200 in the remoter corners of the Tibetan
plateau,
AbAT TR o R g R 3 e Ly R iy - B )
wild yaks travel large distances,grazing on the alpine
tundra.
WEEE L DAy SB4R 701X ol K ~F%¢  Strong and secure over mountain passes and rivers,
BATT X ANER B P52 i 3% oy — 4k The yak is in its element at altitude
ATt AT T B AR 3000 K BA R B a2 45 259
so much so that it gets sick if it goes below 3,000

metres.

YEAEBE 2 oK fRE I 800 T3¢ Standing two metres tall at the shoulder and weighing more
A H 5 58 K I8 R 5 2 than 800 kilos,the wild yak is both formidable and
aggressive.

EERBEBRCE XA BRI NI NFmAN T REAEIX BLAR A

But without this fearsome creature it's unlikely that humans would have survived up here.

— HINAR Bk N T4y Once domesticated,the yak is an amazing animal,
B RS iz H providing the Tibetans with transport,
YA AR Z B EIEA 7T MR FE(E  and manure for fuel.

FARZ I AR E DL 2 T It's held in such high regard

AT B ) B R i o 26 1 22 0 75 A that its fur is even used to decorate the sacred prayer
flag poles,

AR T A P VR AR o ) B and yak butter is used as an offering to the gods.

VAHEZEHEMKRES 7# L E®R  The yak has even led the Tibetans to buried

treasure.

B Z0] LA LA NG5 b In summer,people can be seen scouring the
grassland,

A BT DU A R bent over in deep concentration.
XM I A R 77 0T This is the world's weirdest harvest.

IR AT SE B T SRR g o S LASEAR G - 24 HRUR ) Y
Tibetans first investigated this strange root-like organism,
AR IADIR A A known locally as "yartsa gunbu",



JRRSAE TE R S RINIER E ek hin
when their yaks appeared to have more energy after grazing on

it.
KT8 B 75 I RR 14 0 4% 5 B 4% 75k Rumours of its amazing properties gradually
spread.
B UAR XAREREOEHN T T BT

and today the yartsa gunbu is a passport into a shady,underground
world.
AW —R— N vl LA¥Z 48 40 At It's possible to dig up 40 of them in a day,
173X LEW AN T2 7] BE o5 RS H YA —

the proceeds from which may provide half the collector's annual income.
£ M B RS Y o4 ET4F

Yartsa gunbu has been used as a traditional remedy for thousands of

years,

EAR T IEH A W AHF though only by the very wealthy.

B RAZ e Ak i AN 22 2 It has been bartered for tea and silk,

AT LA [ i o A B DY £ B AR and is worth more than four times its weight in
silver.

XI5y A2 Wk i) B A4S 128 5 b A0S SR AR TE It DR AR

So lucrative is this trade,that sites and information are jealously

guarded.

FE BT B B T b A U R P At the nearby market,the yartsa gunbu are
cleaned,

XAFAF B AR H SRR T ok and their true nature becomes clear.

A BN PR AR L B R The yartsa gunbu translates as "summer grass,winter
worm".

AHE—FER The winter worm is a caterpillar.

BLUER AR It eats roots of grasses

9 H CAZ B B A - in preparation for its transformation into a moth.
{HA 6 2 L) A IS AL AR sk But some winter worms never make it as moths.
MAER ZF— AR EY) Instead,a strange growth erupts from their body,
EA BN AEK K E B 2 appearing above ground in summer.

X E This is the "summer grass",

— ROV R R R A ERAETRAN T BREN
a fungus called Cordyceps,whose spores have infected the caterpillar,
I B B AR EAN TR TE using its body as their host.
BACEH SR I0IE B & A & R B AT LA
Modern scientific tests have shown that substances contained
FAR LR FERE A PR FE Y% in Cordyceps lower blood pressure and make it easier to breathe.

JEZSUREEE D S €7 SEY L= PN A/ So in recent years,harvesting this natural treasure
TN BRI 8 I A4 has grown into a huge and profitable business.

Yarsa gunbu AMYAER ) H 52 A =) B g
Yartsa gunbu sells for big money in the top department stores of Lhasa, and there is a
growing market outside of Tibet.
SRR H B H ST Although Tibet is modernising fast,
B BRSSO TH AR VR it retains a deeply spiritual culture.
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Even today, Tibetan valleys resound to distinctive and extraordinary calls to prayer.
PEIEL )5 A BV e R E iR [P k48 The Tibetan horn may be the world's most unwieldy
instrument,

(EPSEgiUR=RER i but its sound is unique.

BRER WA RELE — RS IR ZE Every morning,the nuns assemble for practice.
FHUGZ ARG (A R PR R FI AL K The air is chilly,but they soon warm up.

WRIWRRAL T A 2H St 22 1 — SR 8 Monks and nuns comprise a substantial portion of society,
AT E F5 ST Largely self-contained and isolated.

AT CHANTING

B8 B FOUR AL 2 HE S S AL RS 30
Deep within the monastery is the spiritual engine that drives much of Tibetan culture.
il BUAEARAE A= A e [a] Buddhists believe in an endless cycle of rebirth
FEATTARAE NI AE B E R A RERZISKAE in which the actions of this life will impact on the
next.
B H Fm gl A2 85 Bk —FherE i B i B 5
The goal of Buddhism is to escape from this earthly cycle of
pain
ok 4 WA A g HME N R and suffering by achieving a state of freedom called
enlightenment.
X B A N EORE e L 2 U e o
The enlightened guides,or spiritual teachers,are called
lamas.
B AR [ I8 SR BRI AR The possibility of escaping the cycle of life and death
XA A T— 0 )35
and the promise of enlightenment encourages people to perform activities that benefit all
beings.
M.ETA.LLIC TINK.LING M.ETA.LLIC TINK.LING
T HE A R BT DA 1A A B AL AN
This belief assigns as much importance to the environment and its creatures as it does to
humans,

NEH 2K since every living creature is believed to have a
soul.

— T 2R 78 VU i ) b 7 In the remote lands of Tibet, for over 1,000 years
XA N B AR B R T this concept has been translated into practical benefits for
wildlife,

SESEAEAE H I Ak and it starts literally on their doorstep.

ity e PR 3 AR — S A S P Buddhist monasteries have sacred sites,

A B R ZJL = 1) areas where taboos are placed on the hunting and killing of
animals.
—EEZNY AR YN AR WRIVRA TR AT LU T RREA

Some creatures have become so tame that the nuns are able to hand-feed them,
b7 P e S A like these Tibetan-eared pheasants.
FH T BRIRRAR HER T IS LeM A 1) S A TRT LV B ZE VR 1 4 R

Thanks to hand-outs from the nuns,these rare birds can survive the worst of the winter.



TR B TP S8 B SRR = i AAT] In this extreme place, people with few resources
BE I HE & F R EZ WA RS> ZEEY are prepared to share them with their needy
fellow-creatures.
P A2 — A B 28 SRR IR 4 1 1+ The Tibetan example is a model for conservation.
XF BT ARSI B S ST RSEAR R 1 R AL

This respect for wildlife extends beyond the monasteries and into the wider community.
PO A 2E 1 —Fh 34 /& FA 21 One of Tibet's most sacred creatures is the black-necked crane.

BFEEAMES R FEATER In summer they live and breed out on the plateau,
HRAELREANTREALHE, but in winter they congregate on farmland.

H T | 70% 1) 8 S H AR X 5L 70% of the world's population can be found here.
RGBT A R Fh A The species was only recently identified by scientists,
HEREFB AN NN ENCEAJLESE T but it has been known to Tibetans for hundreds of
years.

FE 17 TH 20 78 il ) 1A A5 R Wk 55 28] In the 17th century,Tibet's supreme lama wrote,

“RAHE B BALES T RR B BUE A AT @ Aab 2k

"Crane,lend me your wings,I go no farther than Lithang

county.

PR B W "And thence,return again. "

V8 8N A A At AE T 5 A ) % 1 Tibetans believed he was predicting the site of his own
reincarnation

TEIE I AT DA 2 fth 1) 4k AR 2 and in due course his successor was found,
SN R Ak AR — 8 e AE B AR sure enough,living in Lithang county.

RIfi7E 4K B SAS V& 76 B3 (R FH B Even today,black-necked cranes are treated with
reverence and
AR R R 2= B YO B AT Bk

are welcomed by farmers as they land in the fields around the villages.
BT IEAE S AT AR O v 2% B 28 R AR Here they perform their elaborate sky pointing
rituals.

FEH R KA R G After the dignified business of parading,
FBATT T 4548 580 R iR 32 they begin to forage for leftover barley.
FH R R 35 Bl e + helped by the pigs which break up the soil.

A ERATR SR R AR LA 2 ) S A A2 B A TR FH B

The farmers are happy to have these sacred birds on their fields.

FERS V& B o3 0 AR R 4l Within the village,religion is an integral part of
life.

— s N ERE % LT #%3C Each prayer wheel is inscribed with mantras.
e i 2 B AN W SCA [RIFE AR Spinning them has much the same effect as reciting the
prayers.

AR BE 2 AT B A28 NATT T SRR3R 2 22 BRI 1 i R e
Perhaps the Buddha would have enjoyed the thought that his teachings could provide so much
fun!
HZAERT B AR 1) 85 R AR SEBRAT 3

Buddhist respect for nature may find expression in practical ways
too.
KRG =N T This bird has a broken wing
RIGTEMNRPETREE T and has been nursed back to health by the villagers.



X 2RI AR Al AT AR (S S A B o AR R

Such kind acts are common where people believe that helping other
beings,
B eE NERSE R/ R [ animals or people in this life may bring rewards in the next.
XA B R4 AR R ) SCAAE PR A 3R 0T K

The culture of veneration and protection extends right across Tibet,

MR I Ao ffe 95 B A2 SRS 1) 1 4
helping to preserve a unique yet fragile ecosystem.
T e R THUNDER RUM.BLE
FEFL G AR 2 ZR G0 AT — TN A ) A I A e SR b ) A S B 1) i
Out on the plateau there's a small creature that's at the root of much of the grasslands' delicate
ecology.
JREERARNE B P G B G i [F) 26

Despite summer snowstorms,the pika,a relative of rabbits and hares,

TTHERFE AT HUZ B F i A7 R is perpetually eating and gathering grass,
w4528 N and digging burrows for its family.

SR AL AT M2 IR A 2 kN 145 The pika's constant excavations aerate the soil,
Y KA A which helps the plants to grow.

FE R T ) B ORI € B S A 1 R B ARt 1 .
In the short summer,the landscape is carpeted with hardy grasses and decorated with
endemic flowers.

FEIXFERIG AL T In such a frugal environment,

ARG SR a8 T IR B ) 8 8 the pika's farming helps to kickstart the food chain.
SR A PRR AT FH 2 SR los Kb T But the pika itself is a very tasty morsel.

B ILAE HHCR S sk Re g 4EFY Its presence has enabled an uneasy relationship to develop
mE BRI RN BB between two of the plateau's most opportunistic
predators...

R RE ..the fox and the bear.

V0 B A B 2K R ) — Al 5% The Tibetan brown bear,a close relative of the grizzly,
T BT B A AN TR B2 L ok tries to dig the pikas out of their burrows.

B ASA FE AR A M2 75 IRy e B4 ) B ke
Even hard-frozen soil presents little obstacle to a determined
bear.
B8N 1 % AN BT 2 AN sk AT fRT BT BE ) B AL The wily Tibetan fox is quick to spot any
opportunity.
S E AR R R4 ] LR True to form,the crafty fox claims the prize.
T Sh e LA 3R 0 LA S R IR R % 4t
A combination of inaccessibility,and ancient traditions which forbid
hunting,
XA A RIEAE AR means that in some parts of the plateau,
FE e SR — Lk 7 B AR S AR X A AT 4
wild animals have remained relatively undisturbed,even today.
{HIRAE ALY ZEn] LLBIA 77 But in those areas which are within reach of motor vehicles,
AR LEAL: Gt [ DR LW T 4T 1 these historical safeguards have been undermined.
X PR AR AL MG 2 =F 1 5 B33 T RE This change is illustrated in the fortunes of the

chiru.



— LR EH AR FEA R BT A century ago,millions migrated across the
plateau.

AN RYERR A VD BB Unfortunately for the chiru,its fur,known as "shahtoosh",
“CERZ EIEA B RSN A RS HE or "king of wools",is highly prized.
I LHELCR it B IR AR In recent decades,poachers have been able to venture
A TR BTk deep into the wilderness,killing thousands of chiru.
{HRAFHLIEAEIZ A I % However,the situation is improving.

AL C AL R R R Anti-poaching laws are now actively enforced so every
summer,
BEFEUFS o T DURER 22 b 35 2 2 SEAT (1 b 7
female chiru can head to the birthing grounds in relative safety.
R L B AR RO R A 5 2 B R R S Bl
Out on the plateau,new-born chiru are vulnerable to predators,
v AR 2 o A AT TS R OR3P E4TT  so the mothers must try to hide and protect them.
Tk = BT A8 3] B i K ) gl A T R I PR A
The most recent problem faced by the chiru is the new Tibet-Qinghai
IEGFFHW 7 ef& ¥ MBS railway,which cuts right through their traditional migration
routes.
T IR R WEE 2000 2 3 L gead fh 5 b f s ) b e
Running nearly 2,000 kilometres through some of the highest

BRSO 2s terrain on Earth,the railway is an astonishing technical feat.
PR B B AL Sh W 8 38 i i It's too early to see its effect on the wildlife,

HEILREMM DAL 7 &EEHM kil but the engineers have made efforts to incorporate
underpasses

B A DDA 2 b o e R B where wildlife can cross the line in safety.

H T EUAC A0 a5 H AR 52 As the modern world increasingly impacts on Tibet,

VG 588 4] 4% 48 SCAk T T i 52 its traditions could be in danger of being eroded.
{H 1E 2 FH 13X A 4 77 1) i R But thanks to the sheer scale of this remote region,

XRAFEZITIR B S VIRAFE RPN B H AR
there are still many wild places that have so far remained largely intact.
/DA BR B M IALE DU I 328 Y 2R B T
The least explored area of all is found in Tibet's far south east.
e e ¢ A 1) e AT Y Here the Yarlung River, Tibet's longest,
FES SRAELL KR T IR BT has carved through the Himalayas,
A5 MBI BE WK B 23 XA 2= 7] DA R 2 i

allowing monsoon clouds from India to pass through.

IX 5L 2 VO e e A ) A 9 This is Tibet's most secret corner.
R A% 1 A AT VK e 25 According to legend,the Yarlung gorge
FE+ )\ w i & 1 was rendered magically invisible in the eighth century

WA RS FLAT e o e AR AR B AR N A REE 2
and can only be seen by those who have attained sufficient spiritual knowledge and
wisdom.
XA ) 47 B8 e 3T R B A PR K )RR A At two days' walk from the nearest road,
L) 20 28 90 FAA B A K
this hidden region wasn't explored by outsiders until the 1990s.
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