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Abstract

Character documentary films focus on individuals as their subjects, employing
documentary filmmaking that focuses on individuals as its subject matter seeks to
objectively record the states of their lives and their true emotions, serving as an artistic
expression that reflects the real social contexts in which these individuals live. This
form of art is imbued with profound cultural significance and humanistic values. My
graduation project, The Light Gatherers of the Years,is a documentary centered on
"Child-Loss Parents." It tells the story of Mr. Wang Zhishun, a Child-Loss Parent who,
after the death of his son in the line of duty, chose to abandon urban life and has since
spent over twenty years alone in the countryside guarding his son's grave. Through a
combination of narrative strategies and audio-visual language, the work authentically
presents the daily life and inner world of Child-Loss Parents. The work is not only a
display of the paternal love of the elderly Wang Zhishun, but also a vivid record of his
resilience in the face of profound sorrow in life. Moreover, it profoundly showcases his
fatherly love. Through this work, viewers can glimpse the efforts of Child-Loss Parents
to seek and maintain life's meaning and dignity amidst sorrow, along with the brilliance
of humanity and the deep emotional bonds behind these efforts.

This paper explores "The Image Shaping Strategy of 'Child-Loss Parents' in
Documentary Films" as its research subject, using my graduation project The Light
Gatherers of the Years and other related documentaries for elaboration. The strategies
for shaping the image of Child-Loss Parents in documentaries are divided into five
parts for research and analysis. Initially, the article provides background and reasons
for the chosen topic, alongside a review of related literature on the "Image Shaping in
Documentaries" and "Child-Loss Parents." The second part elaborates on the relevant
concepts of "Documentaries" and "Child-Loss Parents." The third and fourth parts, in
conjunction with my work The Light Gatherers of the Years,analyze the image shaping
strategies from the perspectives of narrative strategies and audio-visual language.
Lastly, the article discusses the creative value and reflections on shaping the image of

"Child-Loss Parents."

II



Keywords: The Light Gatherers of the Years;character documentary film;
Child-Loss parents;image-building
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