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Abstract

Abstract

Northern Securities Company v. United States is a very important case in American
constitutional history. The final decision in that case marked the first successful use of the
Sherman Antitrust Act. This is of great significance to the social and economic
development of the United States.

Theodore Roosevelt lived at a time of great social transformation in the United States.
At the turn of the century, American society was increasingly polarized. Thanks to the
development of economy and transportation, the United States basically completed the
initial construction of industrialization, urbanization and modernization. However, due to
the disorderly expansion of capital and the monopoly of large enterprises in all aspects of
society, the bottom working people in the United States have suffered from
unemployment and poverty and other problems. Faced with many social problems, many
social progressives have called for reform. Theodore Roosevelt, the voice of the American
bourgeoisie, was not indifferent. Northern Securities v. United States Government was
Theodore Roosevelt's first step in shaping modern America.

The cause of this case is due to the rapid development of the American railway
industry in the late 19th century and the early 20th century. In order to expand their own
interests and gain a wider market, the major shareholders of the Great Northern and
Northern Pacific Railroad sold their shares to the Northern Securities Company, which
gave the company control and ownership of the two major railway systems in the United
States. Minnesota, a stronghold of American progressives, sued Northern Securities first
and lost. But Roosevelt was determined to find an antitrust breakthrough in Northern
Securities. Then the federal government took Northern Securities Company to the Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals, and the company was finally sanctioned. However, following
the government s tacit attitude toward monopoly, Northern Securities Company decided
to appeal the ruling to the Supreme Court, but lost.

The final decision of this case revitalized the authority of the federal government
over commercial activities, also rekindled the vitality of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act
which had been dormant for 14 years. And then the antitrust industry in the United States
officially started. In addition to curbing the tide of trust monopolies, the case gave
Theodore Roosevelt more power as president than ever before. It also laid the foundation

for the expansion of the power of successive presidents.

Key words: American Railroad; North Securities Company; Anti-trust; Theodore
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