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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, with the economic globalization, people in different regions and countries are
increasingly connected with each other. In recent years, scholars in the field of cross-cultural
communication keep emerging, and they try to find out the source of the contradictions, so as to
better promote cross-cultural communication.

Based on Hofstede’s cultural value dimension of individualism and collectivism, power
distance, uncertainty avoidance, masculinity and femininity, this paper makes a comparative
analysis of the cultural differences between China and the United States in the films Pushing
Hands and the Wedding Banquet. This study concludes that Chinese and Americans have
different cultural values, including educational experience, family structure, social relationships
and sense of status. China is a collectivist country, and Chinese people are more likely to regard
stability as the primary task, which belongs to a culture of high uncertainty avoidance. The
gender division of labor in China is very different. Men are more focused on economic and
political life. Women are more focused on family and children. In terms of power distance,
Chinese people are also more receptive to power asymmetry, such as patriarchal culture. On the
contrary, the United States believes in individualism. The United States is a country with low
uncertainty avoidance. Americans value freedom and adventure and are more open to new things.
In the United States, gender role differences are also less pronounced, and they demand equality
in power distance. When faced with the contradiction caused by cultural differences,
communication and understanding are the key to solve the problem. People should respect other
cultures and learn from each other.

Keywords: Chinese and western cultures; differences; cultural dimensions; differences of

family value orientation
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