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HPV - human papilloma virus

HPV has a circular, double stranded DNA,
protected by capsid proteins. Discovery of HPV DNA in cancer cells
Mare than 100 HPV-types are known. 1 4
HPV16 and 18 cause 70% of all cervix 2 3 Proba for
cancers. HPV DNA
++ - + \
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— Capsid . 2
[ protein g
‘ o
Harald zur Hausen found
HPV DNA in patient DNA (+).
* " Infection p_
J * e byHPV
\ : . ~80% heal HPV DNA integrated
within two years into tumour cell DNA
Infection by HPV

HPV infects epithelial cells in
the cervical mucosa. HPV DNA
integrates into the cellular
genome when causing cancer.

cells

© The Nobel Committee for Physiology or Medicine 2008  lllustration: Annika Réhl
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