UNIT 1
Section A, Reading and Thinking
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Part 1 Reading comprehension
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Activity 1 What does the text mainly tell us? A

A.The development of Western painting.

B.The different styles of Western art.

C.The changes in Western painting styles.

D.The exploration of the value of art.




Activity 2 Read the text again and match the characteristics with the

period they belong to.

1.The Middle Ages Reality and humanity were remarkable features.
2.The Renaissanc B.Artists’ preference for Cubism and abstract paintings.
3.Impressionis C.The widespread appearance of religious themes in
paintings.

4.Modern Art D.Conveying the light and movement as well as

subjects’ inner warmth and humanity.
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Activity 3 Read the text carefully and choose the best answer.
1.What was the main theme of paintings in the Middle Ages? C
A.Things related to nature.

B.Famous people at the time.

C.Things related to religion.

D.Animals people liked.

2.Who was considered as a master of shadow and light? B
A.Masaccio. B.Rembrandt.

C.Michelangelo. D.Leonardo da Vinci.




3.What did many Impressionists focus on in their paintings? C
A.Important historical events.

B.Stories from mythology.

C.Nature or daily life.

D.Kings and nobles.

4. How does the author develop the text after the opening paragraph? B
A.By raising debates.

B.By providing facts.

C.By offering analyses.

D.By making comparisons.



Activity 4 BENE AR
1.Which artist do you admire most?Why?
The answer 1s open.

2.What painting style does your favorite artist have?

The answer 1s open.




Activity 5 1HIEER FEHEE
1.Read the passage carefully and find the sentence(s) describing Renoir’s

painting styles.

(1)Unlike the cold,black-and-white photographs of that time period,Renoir’s
paintings are full of light,shadow,colour and life.
(2)He sought to show not just the outer image of his subjects,but their inner

warmth and humanity as well.



2.Read the passage carefully and find the sentence(s) describing Picasso.

Painters such as Picasso(1881—1973) tried to analyse the shapes which

existed 1n the natural world but in a new way,with Cubism.
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Activity 6 RMIBRIEST

Let’s take a look at the brief history of Western painting over the centuries.

During the Middle Ages 1.___when artists were not interested in painting

realistic scenes,the aim of Western art was 2._ to teach  (teach) people about
Christianity.

During the Renaissance,new ideas and values 3. _gradually (gradual)

replaced old ones from the Middle Ages.The artists began to concentrate less on

4._religious (religion) themes and adopt a more humanistic attitude 5.to/towards

life.One important breakthrough during this period was the use of perspective,and

another innovation was the use of o1l paints.Because of them,some of the best oil

6. paintings  (painting) look like photographs. -




In the mid-19th century, Western art developed slowly until the invention

of photography.Painters had to find 7. a new way of looking at

their art.From this,Impressionism 8.__emerged  (emerge) in France.While

many Impressionists painted scenes of nature or daily life,others focused on
people.
After Impressionism,subsequent artists began to ask what to do next.

Painters tried to analyse the shapes 9.__existing (exist) in the natural

world but in a new way.Meanwhile,some turned to abstract art. What they

attempted to do was no longer show 10.___ reality (real),but 1nstead to ask

the question, “What 1s art?”



Activity 7 KM¥ERI T HT

1.Their works were often primitive and two-dimensional,and the main

characters were often made much larger than everyone else to show their
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While painters as early as Da Vinci had used oil,this technique reached its

height with Rembrandt (1606-1669),who gained a reputation as a master of

shadow and light. L L
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9. fond adj. S




1.Christianity #. R

2.primitive adj. RIEIKAR B R 4m B 38 o Y
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3.two-dimensional adj. _-Z4EIT

4.dimension n. S e

5.mythology n. PRI RS LT B ARV
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