Unit 5-unit8

Unit5

Active reading (1)

4 Number the different parts of the passage in the order in which they occur.

1 Refer to recent research to dispel the myth about male gossip.

2 Reveal that men change topic of conversation when women are present.

3 Focus on the difference of content between male and female gossip.

4 Suggest that the myth about male gossip is really a problem of terminology.

5 Present a detailed, technical account of how women gossip.

6 Conclude that the vital difference between male and female gossip lies in the positive response

of the audience.

Dealing with unfamiliar words

5 Match the words in the box with their definitions.

1 in a way that is impossible to doubt and easy to see (decidedly)

2 the reason that you do something (motive)

3 main, or most important (principal)

4 with qualities thought to be typical of men (masculine)

5 to criticize something, or to suggest it is not good enough for you (sniff)

6 lively or active (animated)

6 Complete the paragraph with the correct form of the words in Activity 5.

When Simona Ventura became the host of the Italian TV soccer programme, a lot of people (1)
sniffed at the decision. What could a woman do in such a (2) decidedly male-dominated world?
They argued. But the (3) motive behind the choice of Simona as the new presenter soon became
apparent. Rather than change to fit the programme -there is nothing (4) masculine about her -she
created a new, more modern show, the (5) principal aim of which is to entertain the whole family.
The old style, lengthy and rather technical analyses of football matches, has been replaced by a
lively TV programme, which is (6) animated by guest celebrities, dancers and singers, as well as
extracts from the day‘s top matches.

7 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the following words. You may need

to make other changes.

1 Cultural and intellectual programmes tend to be broadcast very late in the evening. (Highbrow)
2 At the beginning I was very shy, but I soon got to know everyone and made friends. (initially)
3 The course I enjoyed most when I was studying linguistics was the one on the relationship
between

words and meanings. (semantics)

4 To find out more about English as a world language, we need reliable people who are able to
give information. (informants)

5 She sent me a bunch of roses when I got the job, and I did the same when she got promoted.
(reciprocated)

6 For some men there is still a feeling of embarrassment and unease about taking orders from a



female superior. (stigma)

7 After the goal was disallowed, most of the words I could hear were swear words. (expletives)

8 You can‘t speak like that to someone you don‘t know. It‘s a matter of rules of social behaviour.
(etiquette)

9 Only after a very careful and time-consuming editing will this book be ready for publication.

( an exhaustive)

8 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.
abbabb

Active reading (2)

3 Choose the best summary of the passage.

3 Women constantly have to make choices about dress and appearance, and even the way they
sign their names, which lead people to make judgments about them; men do not have to make the

same choices.

4 Choose the best answer to the questions.
Ccbdbc

Dealing with unfamiliar words

5 Match the words in the box with their definitions.

1 the place where you work (workplace)

2 to mean something (denote)

3 to make something or someone become gradually less effective, confident, or successful
(undermine)

4 to think that something is true because it is likely, although you cannot be certain (presume)
5 a regular and important part or feature of something (staple)

6 involving or consisting of many people, things, or parts (multiple

7 expressing what you mean using clear and effective language (eloquent)

8 used to describe a word that refers to one person or thing (singular)

9 behaving in a very unfriendly or threatening way towards someone (hostile)

10 to say or write words that someone else has said or written (quote)

11 to give someone responsibility for an important job or activity (entrust)

6 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Activity 5.

1 Melanie got to her feet and made a eloquent defence of the rights of women in the workplace.

2 There are a number of words in English, such as people, which although technically in the
singular

form, in actual fact denote a plural meaning.

3 The dark suit is a staple of the businessman‘s wardrobe, and I presume it will remain so for a
long time.

4 The hostile reception he got at the meeting is likely to undermine all the work that has been done
recently to improve relations between staff and management.

5 Jason suffered multiple injuries in the accident, and we didn‘t want to entrust an inexperienced



surgeon with the operation.

6 I think that most world leaders in the next century will be women, but don‘t quote me on that.

7 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the following words. You may need

to make

other changes.

1 Don‘t forget to put on a bit of lipstick and mascara before you go out. (make-up)

2 The candidate displayed a lack of seriousness which we felt was not appropriate to the position
he was applying for. (frivolousness)

3 I need to check my free dates in March before I can confirm whether I shall be able to attend the
conference. (availability)

4 He has an attractive smile which people find hard to resist. (alluring)

5 This list of participants needs to be put into alphabetical order. (alphabetized

6 The first person officially suggested as general secretary had to withdraw due to ill health.
(nominee)

7 After the first remarks offering congratulations the atmosphere at the prize-giving ceremony
turned sour. (congratulatory)

8 The speaker made a comment which I found unfriendly and which meant the opposite of what
he really meant. (sarcastic)

8 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.

1 Is a linguistic problem concerned with (a) words, or (b) figures?

2 If you are disqualified from an event, do the organizers (a) allow you, or (b) refuse to allow you
to take part?

3 Is rub likely to mean (a) a problem, or (b) a solution?

4 If you have got myriad job offers, are you likely to be (a) concerned, or (b) optimistic about your
future?

5 If you let on about something to someone, do you (a) tell them about it, or (b) keep it a secret?
6 If you duck something which has been thrown at you, does it (a) hit, or (b) miss you?

7 If someone speaks to you in an uppity way, is their manner (a) superior, or (b) humble and

polite?

Language in use

say + something / nothing / a lot etc about

1 Rewrite the sentences using say + something / nothing / a lot etc about .

1 The boots she wears give a lot of information about her.

The boots she wears say a lot about her.

2 The way he talks about other people gives an indication of his personality.
The way he talks about other people says something about his personality.

3 The way she behaves doesn‘t give any indication of her previous career.
The way she behaves says nothing about her previous career.

4 This statement is very revealing about the organization‘s attitude to women.
This statement says a lot about the organization‘s attitude to women.

5 This type of task gives some idea about the structure of the final examination.

This type of task says something about the structure of the final examination.



on + gerund

2 Rewrite the sentences using on + gerund.

1 When they checked the figures again, they realized there had been a mistake.
On checking the figures again, they realized there had been a mistake.

2 When she was asked, she said she would like to be known by her first name.
On being asked, she said she would like to be known by her first name.

3 When we investigated more completely, we made an important discovery.
On investigating more completely, we made an important discovery.

4 When they heard the news, most people reacted with offers to help.

On hearing the news, most people reacted with offers to help.

5 When people are accused of a crime they haven‘t committed, most of them don‘t know how to
react.

On being accused of a crime they haven‘t committed, most people don‘t know how to react.
anything but

3 Rewrite the sentences using anything but .

1 The organizer of the conference was the opposite of helpful.

The organizer of the conference was anything but helpful.

2 The instructions you left were certainly not easy to follow.

The instructions you left were anything but easy to follow.

3 I felt extremely unsafe wearing those four-inch-high heels.

I felt anything but safe wearing those four-inch-high heels.

4 The weather last week was quite the opposite of warm and sunny.

The weather last week was anything but warm and sunny.

5 I think that attitudes towards women in the company where I work are a long way from being
progressive.

I think that attitudes towards women in the company where I work are anything but progressive.
other than

4 Rewrite the sentences using other than .

1 The only thing we do when the three of us meet is gossip.

When the three of us meet we do nothing other than gossip.

2 Men have no real alternative unless it is to wear a suit.

Men have no real alternative other than to wear a suit.

3 The only thing I wish to add is to say how much I have enjoyed the whole day.

I have nothing to add other than to say how much I have enjoyed the whole day.

4 They told her she didn‘t have to do anything except sit quietly and look pretty.

They told her she had nothing to do other than to sit quietly and look pretty.

5 The only reason I have for being here is the free lunch.

I have no reason to be here other than the free lunch.

Collocations
5 Match the adjectives in Column A with the nouns in Column B.
A B

bright colours



conservative tastes
correct tone
popular belief
heavy make-up
highbrow subject

face value

6 Complete the sentences with the collocations in Activity 5.
1 Both of us have rather conservative tastes, so we‘re unlikely to buy modern furniture.
2 I‘m afraid these bonds are worth a lot less than their face value.
3 It‘s not easy to find the correct tone in which to speak to new customers.
4 1 like wearing bright colours; I think they reflect my outgoing personality.
5 Yesterday ‘s lecture was on such a highbrow subject that I couldn‘t get interested.
6 Why do they put such heavy make-up on people in television studios?
7 The popular belief that men don‘t cry is nonsense.
7 Translate the paragraphs into Chinese.
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8 Translate the paragraphs into English.
Our presumptions about what ideal husbands or wives are like reveal a lot about our gender
expectations as well as our responses to them. If most girls want their fiancés to be tough, capable
and reliable, there 1s no more option left for young men other than to be trained as tough, capable
and reliable if they want to win girls‘ heart. If they act to the contrary, they will most probably
bemoan their bachelor‘s status for the rest of their lives. Following the same unwritten rule, if
most boys expect their fiancées to be caring, patient and faithful more than anything else, girls are
prone to let on that they will become faithful wives and loving mothers even if they are not the
type.
Looking into such gender expectations, we may find that they are based on both physiological and
social factors. It goes without saying that women are physically prepared to bear children, whereas
men are utterly unfit for the job. Therefore, a family is better-off when its male members devote

their time to providing food and other necessities for it.

Translation of the passages



Active reading (1)
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Unit6

Active reading (1)

Reading and understanding

3 Number the events in the order they happened.

5 The allied forces declared victory in World War II.

3 Churchill was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty.
4 Churchill became Prime Minister.

Churchill fought in the Boer War.

oy

Churchill lost the general election.

\)

Churchill elected to the British Parliament.

6 Match the words in the box with their definitions.
1 willing to accept someone else " s beliefs or way of life without criticizing them (tolerant)
2 a system of government in which people vote in elections to choose the people who will govern

them (democracy)

3 willing to support, work for or be a friend to someone, even in difficult times (loyal)

4 being famous and admired for a special skill or achievement (renowned)

5 the things that you will do or the type of person that you will become in the future (destiny)
6 a peaceful and private place where you can go in order to rest (retreat)

7 to frighten or hurt someone who is smaller and weaker than you (bully)

7 Complete the paragraph with the correct form of the words in Activity 6.

Churchill believed that he was (1) destined  to lead his country. He fought as a soldier in World

War I and led the country to victory in World War II. It seems ironic that a leader of such (2)

renown as Churchill could not count on the (3) loyalty  of voters in 1945. However, in a (4)
democratic country, electors cannot be (5) bullied , and he had to (6) tolerate  political defeat

after military victory, and went once more to his country (7) retreat , Chartwell.

8 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the words and expressions in the box.

1 His achievements were so great that they can never be bettered. (surpassed)

2 The situation can only get worse; it will never improve. (degenerate)

3 Although he was a rich man, his clothes were of poor quality and in bad condition. (shabby)
4 He exchanged his position as a general for that of an ordinary soldier. (swapped)

5 At the beginning of World War II the King turned to Churchill to lead the country. (onset)

6 Churchill drank a lot of alcohol. (liquor)



7 Churchill wanted to do something to show he was sorry for his mistake at the battle of Gallipoli.

(make amends)

9 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.

1 If a government is a monstrous tyranny, isit  (a) terrible and oppressive , or (b) democratic
and tolerant?

2 If something is lamentable, is it (a) surprising, or (b) disappointing ~ ?

3Ifyou pack someone off do you (a) protect them, or (b) send them away?

4 If someone talks with a stammer, do they talk (a) in a confident way, or (b) with difficulty?
5 Does double up as mean (a) to do two jobs at the same time , or (b) to do a job more than once?

6 Isa dispatch (a) a report that you send , or (b) something you experience?

7 Is sanity (a) a mental illness, or b) the ability to think and speak reasonably?

8 If you suffer a bout of flu, does the flu last (a) a short time , or (b) a long time?

9 Does unswervinglydescribe someone whose feelings (a) often change, especially if circumstances

change, or  (b) are constant, even if circumstances are difficult ?

10 If you brandish something, do you (a) hide it in a pocket, or (b) wave it in the air ?
11 Does infuriating describe someone who (a) makes you angry , or (b) is very easy to get on with?

12 Is eccentricity (a) strange and unusual behaviour, or (b) normal behaviour?

Active reading (2)

2 Work 1n pairs. Choose the best answer to the questions.

1 What is a historical fact?

(b) Something significant that happened in the past.

2 What does a historian do?

(a) Establish accurately what happened in the past.

The historian and his facts

3 Answer the questions.

1 What is the relationship between archaeology and history?

2 Why does the writer say it is not true that “facts speak for themselves 79

3 How and why are historians selective?



4 What is the difference between a fact about the past and a fact of history?

4 Check ( [J) the true statements.

1 Historians only need to record facts accurately.

2 Historians need to know how to determine the origins of historical facts.
3 Historians select the facts they need to support their interpretation.

4 Historians  decided that Caesar ’ s crossing of the Rubicon was a significant  historical

event.

5 People continue to believe in the existence of facts without a historian ’ s interpretation,

even though such a belief is ridiculous.

6 The event at Stalybridge Wakes in 1850 is a well-established historical fact.

5 Match the words in the box with their definitions.

1 a written or spoken comment about something that you have seen, heard or felt
2 wood used for building houses or making furniture

3 secondary, not principal or main

4 a small piece of a larger object that has broken, often into a lot of pieces

5 very detailed and complicated

6 the process of choosing one person or thing from a group

7 not important and not worth worrying about

8 a serious disagreement

9 to make a formal suggestion

6 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Activity 5.

1 His proved popular and the meeting accepted it unanimously.

21t ’ sthe of the decoration that makes the building special.

3 The evidence was very and 1t was difficult to get a complete picture.

4 The historian the important facts and arranges them to fit his theory.

5 Restoration is an science which helps art historians find out the age of a painting

and the artist.

6 The of his arguments meant that they weren "t important or worth taking seriously.
7 These ancient buildings were constructed of wood from the nearby forest.

8 They the truth of the theories for a long time.

9 They that there was more than one interpretation of the facts.

7 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.
1 Does decipher mean to (a) read a text easily, or
?
2Isan inscription
(b) something recorded or spoken?
3Isa motto , or (b) an extended argument?

4 1s orientation likely to mean (a) a way of doing something, or

5Isa fallacy likely to be , or (b) something that " s obviously true?

6 If you eradicate something, do you (a) establish it, or ?

7 Is a seconder someone who(a) comes second in a race, or

, or



, does it , or (b) disappear?
9 If someone does something gallantly, do they do it (a) daringly and successfully, or
?

Language in use

thanks to

1 Rewrite the sentences using

1 Because of Churchill " s leadership and example, we showed courage and determination.
Thanks to Churchill ~’ s leadership and example, we showed courage and determination.

2 Because of their loyalty to king and country, young Winston was brought up to serve the UK.
Thanks to their loyalty to king and country, young Winston was brought up to serve the UK.

3 At school he was bullied because of his lisp, stammer and ill-health.

At school he was bullied thanks to his lisp, stammer and ill-health.

4 Because of his dispatches from the Boer War, he returned to England as a hero.

Thanks to his dispatches from the Boer War, he returned to England as a hero.

5 Because of school holidays playing in Blenheim Palace, he had always wanted to be a general.
Thanks to school holidays playing in Blenheim Palace, he had always wanted to be a general.
6 He lost his job as First Lord of the Admiralty because of the disaster at Gallipoli.

He lost his job as First Lord of the Admiralty thanks to the disaster at Gallipoli.

7 Because of his wife Clementine, he managed to control his depression.

Thanks to his wife Clementine, he managed to control his depression.

8 Because of his prediction about Germany, King George VI invited him to form a government.

Thanks to his prediction about Germany, King George VI invited him to form a government.

unpacking complex sentences

2 Look at the sentences from the passage The historian and his facts and answer the questions.

1 To praise a historian for his accuracy is like praising an architect for using well-seasoned timber or

properly mixed concrete in his building.

(a) What is the main verb?

The main verb is is.

(b) What is like praising an architect?

To praise a historian.

(c) What kind of historian and architect are compared?

Good, efficient historians and architects are compared.

2 It 1s precisely for matters of this kind that the historian is entitled to rely on what have been called the
archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics, chronology, and so forth.

(a) What is the main verb?

The main verb is is (the first one).

(b) What are examples of the auxiliary sciences of history?

archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics, chronology.

(c) Why is the historian entitled to rely on them?

Because they are scientific fields with reliable results.

3 In spite of C. P. Scott’s motto, every journalist knows today that the most effective way to influence

opinion is by the selection and arrangement of the appropriate facts.



The main verb is knows.
(b) What do journalists want to know?

The most effective way to influence opinion.

(c) How do they do this?

By the selection and arrangement of the appropriate facts.

(d) Does C. P. Scott s motto support this way of doing things?

No, C. P. Scott, a famous newspaper editor, said “Comment is free, but facts are sacred.

motto doesn t support this way of doing things..

4

much a fact about the past as the fact that Caesar crossed the Rubicon.

(a) What is the first fact? How many alternative first facts does it have?

The first fact is about how you arrived. There are two alternatives: You arrived on a bicycle
or in a car.

(b) What is the main verb?

The main verb is is.

(c) What is as much a fact about the past as Caesar crossing the Rubicon?
How you arrived.

5 It may be that in the course of the next few years we shall see this fact appearing first in footnotes, then
in the text, of articles and books about 19th-

a well-established historical fact.

(a) What ’ s the main verb?

The main verb is may be.

(b) When will this fact first appear?

In the course of next few years.

(c) Where will it first appear?

It will first appear in footnotes of articles and books about 19-century England.
(d) Where will it appear next?

The text of articles and books about 19-century England.

(e) What will happen next?

It will be regarded as a well-established historical fact.

(f) When will it happen?

In20 or 30 years ’ time.

collocations

3 Read the explanations of the words. Answer the questions.

1 swap This word usually means to replace one thing with another.

(a) So what happens when a student in China swaps places with a student in the US?

The Chinese student goes to America and the American student comes to China.

(b) If two families each has a house, what happens when they agree to do a house swap?

Family A goes to live in Family B " s house and vice versa.

»

The

(c) Whathappens if you take an item of clothing back to a shop and swap it for another size or colour?

Youhand back the first one and the shop gives you another one of different size / colour without

any further payment.



loyal Whenyou re to someone, you  re willing to work for someone or be their friend even
in difficult circumstances.
(a) What kind of person is a loyal customer?
One who always uses the ~ products or services of a particular  business, eg  the customer only buys
drinks / coffee in Starbucks.
(b) Why do shops offer customers a loyalty card?
To encourage customers to keep on coming back.
(c) If you have mixed loyaltiestowards two people or organizations, do you want to be loyal to both
or neither?
Both.
3 dispute A dispute is a serious disagreement, especially one between groups of people that lasts
for a long time.
(a) What kind of facts are beyond dispute ?
The facts no one argues against.
(b) If something is in dispute, do people agree or disagree about it?
People disagree about it.
(c) If something is open to dispute, do people agree or disagree about it?
People disagree about it - 1t is a matter of opinion.
4 observation This word refers to the process of watching someone or something carefully, in order
to find out about it. An observation is a comment about something you have seen, heard or felt.
(a) If someone makes an interesting observation about someone or something, what do they do?
They make an interesting comment about it which attracts the listener.
(b) If you enter hospital under observation, what are the doctors trying to do?
The doctors are watching you to see how your problem develops.
(c) What would a soldier do from an observation post?
To keep watch on what is happening nearby.
5 petty This word usually means small, unimportant or minor.
(a) What kind of crime is a petty crime?
Such crimes as shoplifting sweets, not paying your bus fare etc.
(b) Do you think petty cash is a large or small amount of money?
Petty cash 1s a small amount of money, eg cash kept in an office for paying any small charges
such as extra postage.
(c)Isa  petty officerin the navy likely to be of high or low rank?
A petty officer in the navy is likely to be of low rank.

4 Translate the paragraph into Chinese.
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5 Translate the paragraphs into English.
To make the campus safer, the university authorities recently released a new regulation that
forbids any vendors from entering the campus, and the president called on the students to cooperate
with the university on this matter. But the students opposition was strong, and hundreds of
them expressed their anger on the university BBS. They said that to keep vendors off campus is
like deserting the students on an island, as the university was far away from the downtown and
the shops on the campus did not provide enough commodities. Some claimed that it was precisely
for matters of this kind that university should listen to students " opinions and needs. Some
students thought the university had got it wrong in believing that this regulation will ensure
safety on campus.
Shocked by the students ’ reaction, the president tried to makeamends for his mistake by announcing
that the university will look into this new regulation again. He told students that they were
entitled to live a convenient and comfortable life, but safety is just as muchan important concern
as that. Heproposed to build a big supermarket within the campus and some convenient stores near

dormitory buildings, which would certainly make students " life much easier.

Translation of the passages

Active reading (1)
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Active reading (1)

Reading and understanding



4 Choose the best answer to the questions.

1 Why does the narrator never see his neighbour face on?

(b) Because the neighbour is a long way away.

(d) Because the morning sun shines on the narrator instead of the neighbour.

2 What was the main effect of the arrival of the young woman in the groundsman‘s home?

(b) The children grew older and taller in the home.

(c) The groundsman didn‘t have to work so much in the manor house gardens.
(d) The home became very noisy.

3 Why do you think the couple was holding each other and weeping?

(a) Because the couple was growing older.

(b) Because the children had grown up and disappeared.

(c) Because the daughter had got married.

4 How does the narrator feel generally about the years passing?
(a) He regrets the people, the new buildings and the traffic.
(b) He thinks the neighbouring houses are ugly.

(d) He wishes people would spend more time at home.
5 How do we know the narrator is getting old?
(a) No one is looking after the narrator properly.

(b) The narrator has lots of golden memories.

(d) The neighbourhood isn‘t what it used to be.
6 What do you think is going to happen to the house?
(a) Another family will come and live there.

(b) The traffic around it will get worse.

(d) The workmen are going to use it as a workplace.

Dealing with unfamiliar words

5 Match the words in the box with their definitions.

1 a small house built on land belonging to a large house

2 to provide furniture

3 feeling rough and hard

4 to put a piece of equipment somewhere and make it ready for use
5 to build something by putting parts together

6 a group of workers who do physical work

7 a machine or piece of equipment that does a particular thing



8 a machine or a piece of equipment you have in your home

6 Complete the paragraph with the correct form of the words in Activity 5.

When the (1) of workmen arrived, the (2) was in a poor state of repair. They began by
(3) electricity and then (4) the various pieces of a modern kitchen with all the
best

(5) such as a washing machine and refrigerator. The walls were rather (6) after
years of

neglect, so they used a(n) (7) to make them smooth again. Finally, they (8) it
with tables,

chairs, sofas and beds, until the house was as comfortable as it used to be.
7 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the words in the box.

1 The two buildings looked exactly the same from the outside, but were very different inside.

2 When spring arrives the garden is full of flowers on the trees.

3 The postman used to bring the mail in a large group of things tied together, but these days, we
only get

the occasional letter.

4 She felt suddenly unconscious for a short time when she heard the dreadful news.

5 At the place where two or more roads meet, there are often queues of traffic.

6 I sometimes feel unhappy and angry at the noise and traffic, but most of the time I ignore them.

7 When you leave apples on the ground, they are gradually destroyed by a natural process, and
can‘t be

collected and stored.

8 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.

1 Is a clearing likely to be (a) an area of woodland, or

o
2 If something gleams, is it likely to be , or (b) dull light?

3 Is ariot of colours likely to be (a) just one or two, or ?

4 1f a child gurgles happily, is this likely to be , or (b) a high-pitched sound?

5 Is a metallic sound likely to be made by , or (b) wooden?

6 If a dog howls, does it make , or (b) a weak, high sound?

7 Is a creak likely to be a sound made by (a) something new, or ?

8 If a gate has fallen off its hinges, is it likely to (a) open and shut normally, or ?

Reading and interpreting
9 Look at the sentences from the passage and answer the questions.
1 ... I do know that strangely, although we’re identical, we’re the exact opposite of each other ...

Why are the house and its neighbour identical yet the exact opposite of each other?



2 Soon there were children to look after too ...

In what way does the house look after the children?

3 I thought they looked rather coarse against my handsome stone.

Does the house like the new brick houses being built? Why / Why not?

4 But we were all warm and clean, and although it was different, it wasn’t unpleasant.

What does the house feel about progress?

5 My floorboards creak, and ghosts make strange noises throughout the night.

If the house were a human, what would creaking floorboards and ghosts suggest?
6 Round the bend comes a large crane with a kind of ball and chain. I do hope it will go away.

What do you think the crane is coming to do? Do you think it will go away?

Active reading (2)

Reading and understanding

3 Answer the questions.

1 Why does the writer suggest that the first photos of Earth from space came as a shock?
2 What does the passage suggest are the advantages of progress?

3 What are the disadvantages of progress?

4 In what ways are we similar to other people around the world?

5 In what ways are we different?

6 What does our home encourage us to do?

7 Why is watching television ironic?

8 How have the roles of women changed?

9 Why will it require wisdom and care to ensure people remain safe and satisfied in their homes?



10 Why might planet Earth become unrecognizable?

Dealing with unfamiliar words

4 Match the words in the box with their definitions.

1 to develop and make more modern

2 to suffer something difficult or unpleasant patiently over a long period of time
3 smooth-moving and attractive-looking

4 a strong feeling of dislike

5 to stop happening or continuing

6 to take control of

7 intended, not done by chance or by accident

5 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Activity 4.

1 Many animals, like the antelope and the swan, move with such that we humans can only
admire

them.

2 In the 17th century, the Founding Fathers escaped from England because their religion was

by the
English, but their allowed them to escape to North America and create the US.
3 nations have more social and fewer economic problems than developing
countries.
4 The US government chose the name the —Department of Homeland Securityl in
order to

stress the importance of home.
5 The of space is one of the greatest achievements of the 20th century.
6 There is an need to remind ourselves that the Earth‘s resources are finite.
6 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the words in the box.
In comparison with small buildings, local communities, towns and cities, the Earth is (1)
extremely
large, but we call all of these our home, where we enjoy our (2) basic human right of clean water,
adequate
food and personal security. Yet this right creates (3) extreme pressure on the Earth‘s resources,
and we
may feel that the human spirit contains an unusual self-destructive (4) characteristic. Its as if we
humans
work at the (5) main offices of planet Earth, building it and making it stronger and stronger, but
with the
ability to bring it down and destroy it. (6) In the end, it‘s our personal duty to leave the Earth as (7)
whole
and undamaged as we found it when we arrived.

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7)
7 Answer the questions about the words and expressions.

1 If buffalos roam, do they move (a) in a deliberate way, or



?
2 Is an emotive word likely to be one which causes , or (b) weak feelings?

3 If you hunker down, are you likely to (a) go out and look for trouble, or

?

4 Is domain likely to be (a) an obligation of a particular person or a group, or

?
5 Is a place that is habitable somewhere you can , or (b) travel to?
6 If something is immoral, is it likely to be (a) right, or ?
7 If something takes an inordinate amount of time, does it take , or (b) little time?

Language in use
Inversion
1 Rewrite the sentences using inversion.

1 The sound of children playing came from around the house.

2 More houses stood on top of the hill.

3 Horseless carriages passed in front of the house.

4 Two middle-aged women lived here.

5 A lorry stops at the front of the house.

6 A large crane comes round the bend.

Granted, ...

2 Rewrite the sentences using Granted , ...

1 I admit that we recognized Earth from maps and drawings, but it was the first time we had seen

photos
of it.

2 I admit 1t was familiar, but it was still unusual.
3 I admit we could raise standards of living, but we also know that the growth of population is out

of

control.

4 1 admit we have learnt to like the same things, but we also recognize our individual natures.



5 I admit that women‘s roles have changed, but men‘s roles have not.

binomials

3 Complete the sentences with suitable binomials from the box.

1 There are lots of good things to eat. You can

2 His secretary looked very and the whole meeting was very formal.
3 When I write a story, I write the ending first, and then work backwards. I write

4 When I go on holiday, I don‘t want to do much. I just need some

5 Don‘t worry, we‘ll find your wallet

6 This is the best I can do for this activity.

Match the binomials with their meaning.

1d2t3742526b718c9h10

collocations

4 Complete the sentences with suitable expressions from the collocation box. Sometimes
more than one

collocation 1s possible.

1 The results led him to his that the climate was not changing.

2 The is a vague term used to refer to all the governments of the world.
3 She is great / as a designer of stylish home furnishings.

4 The government is facing to provide cheap housing for the growing
population.

5 The minister has set up a working party to the problem of homelessness.

6 If you have a spare room, you could a student and make a little extra money.

5 Translate the paragraphs into Chinese.

In so many ways, we now share our home -and our homes -with so many others. From Australia
to

Zambia, we wear baseball caps and watch Hollywood movies. Markets in Morocco sell radios
made in

Singapore, and we all watch television and enjoy the same type of programmes. Are people
obliged to do

this, or do they simply want to?

Yet at heart, while we have learnt -or have been taught? —to like and aspire towards the same
things, we

recognize a streak of individualism in ourselves, a consciousness of difference, of our own
uniqueness.

And when life on Earth gets overwhelming, people retreat into themselves, into their homes.
The word home is an emotive one. It‘s a deliberate choice to call the organization to protect the
US from

terrorism the Department of Homeland Security. Home doesn‘t mean just bricks and mortar,
translated into

house or housing in so many languages. Home is where we hunker down, take off our shoes and
switch off

from the outside world. It‘s an inward-looking place, where we should feel safe. Our homes also
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