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Kids are kids, no matter where they live. On fine spring days, you find them outside
looking for games to play. It's the nature of being young.

1. the game of marbles (3 £f) for example. From villages in deepest Africa to
towns along the China Sea, youngsters have been playing a version of this traditional game
for 2. years.

There are many reasons 3. make the game of marbles so popular. It's easy to
play and requires no equipment. Both the rich and the poor have 4. equal chance of
winning. 5. you have at least one marble, you can get into a game.

Perhaps most important of all, the rules are flexible. It means 6. the rules can
be changed by the players. That's why there are no written rules for marbles. You and your
friends 7. get a game going and, as long as you all agree, those are the rules for the
game in your neighbourhood.

However, the goal is always the same. Players put their marbles on the ground. They try

to win their opponents' marbles by hitting the marbles or by knocking them out of a circle. __

8. the end of a game, one player goes home with a bag full of marbles. 9. go
home with bags that are far 10. than when they arrived.
The first marbles were small round stones. Later, clay marbles 11. . Even

later, marbles started being made from glass. The prettiest glass marbles are always the most
valuable. Marble players often trade marbles, trying to get the most colourful and beautiful
ones for 12. .

Today, there is an International Marble Championship. 13. as any youngster
knows, the best game of marbles 14. in the schoolyard. The days are warm, the
marbles roll 15. , and friends gather around to see who will have the best luck that
day.

1. A. Take B. To take C. Taking D. Took



2. A. two thousands B. thousand of

C. thousands of D. two thousand of
3. A. which B. why C. how D. what
4. A. a B. an C. the D. /
5. A. While B. Unless C. If D. Since
6. A. what B. why C. which D. that
7. A. should B. can C. must D. need
8. A. In B. On C. By D. At
9. A. Another B. The other C. Other D. The others
10. A. light B. more light C. lighter D. lightest
11. A. are appeared B. have appeared

C. were appeared D. appeared
12. A. them B. they C. themselves D. their
13. A. But B. And C. Or D. So
14. A. are played B. play C. hasplayed D. isplayed
15. A. more easily B. easy

C. easily D. most easily
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There was a businessman who was deep in debt (fii 55) and could see no way out. He sat
on a park bench, head in his hands.

Suddenly, an old man stood before him. "I can see that something is 16. you,"
he said. After listening to the businessman's story, the old man wrote out a 17. , and
put it in his hand, saying, "Take it and pay me back here exactly one year from today." Then
he turned and disappeared as quickly as he had come.

The businessman saw in his hand a check for $500, 000, signed by John D. Rockefeller,
one of the richest men in the world!

"I can 18. my debts in a second!" he realized. But 19. , the

businessman decided to put the check in his safe. Just knowing it was there might give him

the 20. to save his business, he thought.



He went back and worked hard to make his business 21. . Within several
months, he was out of debt and making money once again.

Exactly one year later, he returned to the park with the check. At the agreed-upon time,
he saw the old man come with a nurse. The nurse spoke to the businessman and said that the
old man was 22. ill and was always telling people that he was John D. Rockefeller.

The businessman was 23. to hear this. All year long he'd been buying and

selling, believing that he had half a million dollars behind him. Suddenly, he

24. that it wasn't the money, real or imagined, that had turned his life around. It was his
newfound self-confidence that had helped him 25. anything he went after.
16. A. surprising B. beating C. troubling D. attacking
17. A. note B. ticket C. bill D. check
18. A. take off B. cleanup C. cutdown D. pay off
19. A. doubtfully B. instead C. unluckily D. meanwhile
20. A. excuse B. chance C. power D. imagination
21. A. successful B. unusual C. personal D. independent
22. A. finally B. mentally C. possibly D. physically
23. A. shocked B. worried C. sad D. moved
24. A. believed B. heard C. realized D. noticed
25. A. achieve B. capture C. complete D. follow
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There was a young prince who had a pet lion. The lion was his friend, but unfortunately,
the lion was never let out of his cage. This made the lion feel sad because he thought that if he
was considered a friend, then why was he not allowed out of the cage?

Next to the lion's cage was a hyena. He hated the lion. One day, the hyena said to the



lion, "if you are the friend of the prince, why does he keep you in a cage?"

The prince was about to answer, when the hyena cut him off and said, "The reason, Lion,
is because of your big teeth." The prince laughed at this and said, "No, it's not because of his
teeth!"

"Then it's because of your claws. They could kill the prince with one swipe!" the hyena
said to the lion. The prince laughed again, "No, it's not because of his claws. I trust the lion
will not hurt me. The reason he's in the cage is because I'm afraid that if I were to let him out,
he'd see how wonderful it is to be free, and he would leave me. I couldn't stand that."

The hyena said, "Oh, but you're wrong, young prince! We love our cages. We'd never
leave. Open my cage and I'll show you." The innocent young prince opened the cage and the
hyena immediately jumped on the prince to eat him.

Suddenly, the lion jumped out of his cage and grabbed the hyena in his powerful claws.
The hyena escaped and ran off, never to be seen again.

The young prince was surprised and asked, "Lion, how did you get out?" The lion
replied, "My prince, my cage was never locked. I have always stayed here because we are
friends."

From that day on, the lion's cage door was taken off.

26. Why didn't the prince let the lion out of his cage?
He didn't really like the lion.
He was afraid of being attacked by the lion.

He was worried that the lion might run off.
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The lion always tried to escape from his cage.
27. What did we know about the hyena?

He jumped on the prince and ate him.

He broke the cage and escaped.

He was killed by the lion.
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He ran away at last.
28. What lesson did the prince probably learn that day?
A. A friendship without trust is not a real friendship.

B. A life without a friend is one without the sun.



C. Keep a certain distance between friends.
D. A friend is easier lost than found.

29. What is the best title of this passage?

A. Lion—the Best Pet B. A Silly Prince
C. The Lion and the Prince D. A Dangerous Hyena
sl

Learning to play a musical instrument can be a bit tricky. For one thing, you have to have
an instrument first in order to learn it. It can be a bit expensive. Besides, what if you find out
that you don't really like the instrument after you start learning it?

Meng Qi, a 35-year-old Beijinger, is an electronic musician. He wasn't satisfied with the
instruments that he saw on the market. His interest in musical experiments led him to design
and build his own electronic instruments.

His most well-known instrument is perhaps the Wing Pinger. It uses melody and noise to
create special sounds that can't be made with regular instruments.

"I build for myself first, mostly for experimenting with an instrumental idea. Then when
I get bored with the instrument, I might sell it," he said. He added that his creations are not
just musical instruments, but also represent his way of life and his idea of beauty.

Meng starts building his instruments on a computer. He uses Arduino, a software for
electronic prototyping (J 8 11"), to design his creations. They look very different from
regular musical instruments. They're made out of electronic parts that are connected
together—kind of like how a computer is built.

"First it can be a prototype in software, testing out ideas, as well as getting to know the
range of the sound. Then it can be testing of the technical stuff, like the circuits to use. After
that there will be selection of electronic parts till everything feels right. Then production can
begin," he said.

However, it takes more than technical knowledge to design an electronic instrument.
Meng's experience as a musician allows him to create instruments that are still playable and
musical.

"Playing a lot of instruments can help you both understand and feel the process of

playing music," he said.



30. What does the underlined word tricky in the first paragraph probably mean?

A.

C.

too expensive to afford

too heavy to carry with D.

31. Why does Meng build his own instruments?
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Because regular instruments are too expensive.

Because he wants to make something he could sell.

Because he wants to do experiments with his musical ideas.

Because he wants to learn how to play a musical instrument.

32. What are the last two paragraphs mainly about?

A.
B.
C.
D.

33. Which is the correct order of the following according to the passage?

Technical knowledge is necessary in his designing.

Being a musician is helpful to his inventions.
It is important to play a musical instrument.

How difficult it is to make a musical instrument.

a. Test the circuits in software.

b. Use Arduino to design a prototype.
c. Select the proper electronic parts.

d. The musical instrument is made.

e. Get to know the range of the sound.
A. b-c-d-a-e B. b-e-a-c-d
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B. difficult to deal with

impossible to learn

D. d-c-a-b-e
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Season tickets for 2022/23 (August to May) are on sale now!

As a season ticket member at Pittodrie, you will enjoy access to home cinch Premiership



matches along with the following benefits:
-40 Priority Points.
-Large savings on match-by-match pricing.
‘Reserved seats for home cup matches.
-Special discounts and offers with our By Official Appointment (BOA) partners.
-10 percent discount on official AFC supporter bus tickets to away matches.
-10 percent discount for the AFC Club Shop: valid (5 2}) season ticket must be
presented to enjoy the discount.
Season tickets are available at the following prices:
Adult £346. 00~ £456. 00
Over 65 £284. 00~ £ 336. 00
Over 75 £189. 00~£277. 00
Youth 18-21 £189. 00~£277. 00
Under 18 £85. 00~£216. 00
Under 12 £38. 00~£149. 00
‘Prices change according to different seating areas.
34. How long is the season ticket valid?
A. About six months. B. About ten months.
C. About three months. D. About a year.
35. What benefit can the ticket holder get?
A. 40 free tickets to home cup matches.
B. Free AFC supporter bus tickets to away matches.
C. A discount for the AFC Club Shop with valid tickets.
D. A discount on next season's ticket.
36. Why are the ticket prices for each age group NOT a fixed number?
A. Because the price depends on the seating area.
B. Because the higher price includes two seats.
C. Because the higher price includes a club gift.
D. Because the price depends on when the ticket is bought.
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