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1. dragon n.

. lunar adj.

.lantern n.

. monster n.

.accent n.

. wedding  n.

. teenager n.

2
3
4
5
6. firecracker n.
7
8
9

. stocking n.

10. overseas adv.

11. lamp n.

12. sledge n.

13. dissuade vt

14. brochure n.

15. edge n.
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1. ve. Wi g, B L

2. ve. WRBg: Al (D iRk
3. vi. [, [

4. vt Tlfe, YOl ATHHRE

6. n. %71 71K

7. vt G- dHAE HH, %R

8. adj. "IEH

9. n. Mty i /J

10. adj. RIRH

11. vt. [EETE (BRE)  n —%; A5
12. vi. & vt. T BT

13. n. BUE, oA b ek
14. n. B3, X5 3fE

15. adv. FEREH,; ANt
BN iR
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l.origin n Pk #CIEH; KEEHE; HE
adj. JRSGW), R, BRAIN RO BB a BRAE JRAERS
adv. H); HEh; Shali
n JREIME; Q%)
vo PR RAE RT
2. appropriate adj. EA; 1AM
adji. NEHE; AEER
adv. FiEHh, &4
3. represent vt. fUE
n. A& REA
adi. REH); HAR) n R REA
4. fortunate adj. Fiz[l; HEEN
adj. BN AEBH n AEAN
adv. Fizhh; F7
n. REME: B;
5.memory n. itiZ, [EZ
( ) vt E:s B
adj. MERH): HAALEM
adj. &M WA n LS, SR
6. describe v. fiiR; EE; AL
n. HR, #E
7.select vt Phik, ik
no R Pk Ak Bk NEHE
adj. IEHER: PRI EFRIER); AEEER
8. humble adj. (AR L) Hhfy, HER; @R, KHEH
adv. K HL
9.access n. MHIIAH: FAGHHL2=
adj. ZTER): HAEIH
10. live v. AA7s &K adj. W50 AAEGK adv. B B
adj. W&, WEEK
adj. FIEIIN: EBE); BREUW)
adj. &% e mEE S, AR
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1. scare sb / sth away

2. light up

3. get married

4. be up to
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5. on this occasion

6. e () S 4F
7. Fifeeeees M=
8. it
9. R7
10. move in
Q1))
—. BPANERIES
1. I didn’t mean (eat) anything but the ice cream looked so good that I couldn’t help
trying it.
2. The ancient temple, which (build) by skilled craftsmen centuries ago, was

unexpectedly discovered by a group of archaeologists during their routine excavation in the
remote jungle last week.

3. I parked my car outside the farm and walked past a milking house had apparently not
been used in many years.

4. We are supposed to combine the building with (surround) architecture together
to form an effective system.

5. She told us that she (concentrate) on study and try her best to catch up with

the other classmates.

6. There was once a town in the heart of America all life seemed to enjoy peaceful
co-existence with its surroundings.

7. He had tried to coax (M) the dog to him but, (frighten), it had run off.

8. To improve her essay, Emma made effort to read more scholarly articles and
incorporate diverse perspectives into her discussion.

9. Long-lasting friendships share the characteristic that both sides (equal) contact and
share with one another.

10. (interrupt) are one of the worst things to deal with while you’re trying to get

work done.
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Bike Rentals (F1%%) in Los Angeles

If you’re looking for the best way to get around Los Angeles and enjoy the warm, sunny
weather, Bikes and Hikes LA has the perfect solution! We have a variety of bike rentals and all
the necessary safety equipment you need. All of our bikes are sanitized (7§ & ) before and after
each ride, and we’ll also send you a link to a digital map if you like.

Bike Delivery & Pickup

With a collection of over 200 bikes, we can offer delivery and pickup anywhere in the Los
Angeles metro area (£ <3 [X). We offer a bike rental delivery service to satisfy various needs of
our customers. We can drop the bike off at your home, at a hotel, or for your ride and pick it up
when you’re done either at the same location or a different location. The delivery fee (115 %%) is
$15 each time.

Getting Around Los Angeles & Recommendations

We’ll help you plan the best routes for your trip to Los Angeles. Road cyclists can head up to
the hills and check out Mulholland Drive to break a sweat. Mountain bikers can explore Franklin
Canyon Park and the Nike Missile Silo. For casual riders and e-bikers, consider a trip to Griffith
Park and the Hollywood Sign. And, don’t forget the classic route along Santa Monica and Venice
Beach, where you can enjoy wonderful scenery along the coast at your own pace.

Types of Bikes and Prices

Prices What’s Included

City Bikes $25 /24 hours / bike A professional-quality helmet, a reflective safety
vest, and a bike lock

Electric Bikes $45 /24 hours / bike A professional-quality helmet, a reflective safety
vest, a portable battery charger and a bike lock

Gravel Road $65 /24 hours / bike A professional-quality helmet, a reflective safety

Bikes vest, and a bike lock

Mountain Bikes | $35 /24 hours / bike A professional-quality helmet, a reflective safety

vest, and a bike lock

1. What can we know about the bike rentals offered by Bikes and Hikes LA?
A. Their digital maps are not provided. B. They lack necessary safety equipment.
C. Their delivery service is free of charge. D. They offer safe and convenient service.
2. Which bike route is recommended for a relaxing seaside trip?
A. Mulholland Drive. B. The Hollywood Sign.
C. Santa Monica and Venice Beach. D. Franklin Canyon Park.

3. How much will you pay for 2 mountain bikes for 2 days with the delivery service?
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A. $115. B. $155. C. $180. D. $260.
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The warmth of the family gathering has always been a beacon (4] %) in my life, a constant
source of strength and happiness. Those moments, full of love and laughter, have shaped who I am
today and continue to influence my outlook on life. The power of togetherness is a lesson I
learned early on, and it’s a principle I carry with me every day.

When we were growing up, our family had a valuable tradition that filled our lives with
joy and anticipation. Every Saturday evening, we would set off to visit our extended family,
and the excitement was obvious. The pleasant smell of freshly baked goods would waft
through the air, signaling our approach to Aunt Lucille’s warm and welcoming home. As the
famous biscuits attracted us, my sister and I, unable to contain our excitement, would
repeatedly ask, “Are we there yet?”

At home, we were accustomed to sandwiches, but Aunt Lucille’s biscuits were a different
kind of glee. After eating every last biscuit, we came to the backyard where the night sky unfolded
above us. There, we gathered around, drinking sweet tea, as the melodic sound of guitars by Henri
and Beau created a symphony that resonated with the love and unity of our family. These evenings
were more than just a break from the routine; they were a celebration of our bond.

As the years went by, these gatherings became a place where we could escape the worries of
the world and simply be with one another. The stories shared, the laughter, and the quiet moments
of connection have left an indelible mark on my heart. They have taught me the importance of
cherishing the time we have with our loved ones, for these are the moments that truly matter in
life, The impact of these family times is great and I will always cherish it and try my best to pass it

on to future generations.

4. What is mentioned about the family gathering in paragraph 1?
A. Its process. B. Its contents.
C. Its reasons. D. Its significance.

5. How did the author feel when going to Aunt Lucille’s home?

A. Nervous. B. Excited.
C. Angry. D. Hungry.
6. What does the underlined word “glee” in paragraph 3 mean?
A. Pleasure. B. Training.
C. Health. D. Method.

7. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?
A. The Joy of Saturday Evenings. B. The Influence of Childhood Life.
C. The Origin of Family Traditions. D. The Bright Light of Family Gatherings.
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Mr. James walked into the classroom and announced that he had invited Alex Haley, a
famous writer, to class. “I need a volunteer to meet him in the school halland __ 1 him here,”
he said.

To my surprise, my right hand shotup _ 2 it had amind of itsown.I __ 3  volunteered
for this kind of job, because I was uncomfortable with meeting new people. Despite my attempts to
put my hand down quickly, [ was _ 4 . As I pulled open the glass door of the hall, 1 _ 5  why I
volunteered for this job without thinking. This man was what I wanted to be and I could learn
from him. My anxiety grew until I saw Haley. After _ 6  him politely, we chatted delightedly
on the way to the class. [ was impressed by how __ 7  this man was. My fear then was replaced
by _ 8 and purpose.

“I"d like to become a writer, but I’'m afraid I’m not an inborn writer. How did you discover
your __ 9  for writing?” I said. “No, I didn’t. Writing is a craft (£72). I learned to write through
_ 10 . Ifyou want to become a writer, write every day,” he said.

My unexpected _ 11  with Alex Haley made me believe that writing is a skill that needs
tobe _ 12  through continuous effort. Following his advice, I wrote every day without
_ 13 whether I’m a native writer. Within two years, I published three stories in the local

magazines. If [ hadn’t met this __14  man, I would not have received his wise __ 15  and the

rewards ([7[4R) that followed.

1. A. welcome B. guide C. question D. join

2. A.even if B. in case C.asif D. what if

3. A. actually B. usually C. hardly D. obviously

4. A. chosen B. trained C. pleased D. refused

5. A. pretended B. realized C. explained D. remembered
6. A. refusing B. focusing C. confusing D. greeting

7. A. friendly B. popular C. powerful D. unique

8. A. worry B. effort C. curiosity D. doubt

9. A. plan B. talent C. aim D. dream

10. A. strength B. wisdom C. practice D. goal

11. A. company B. debate C. struggle D. communication
12. A. developed B. designed C. controlled D. copied

13. A. arguing about  B. worrying about C. deciding on D. relating to
14. A. curious B. creative C. inspiring D. polite

15. A. request B. praise C. attention D. advice
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Dolphins seem to make open-mouthed facial expressions most often when they see a
playmate, suggesting such expressions may be similar to human smiles.

While we often consider these as a smile, there has been little research on facial
communication in dolphins.

To find out more, Elisabetta Palagi at the University of Pisa, Italy, and her partners studied
the behaviour of 22 captive (# 5K ) bottlenose dolphins at two animal parks.

In 80 hours of footage (Ji Bt), the team observed a total of 1288 open-mouthed expressions
during social play periods. More than 90 percent of these events happened during play between
dolphins, with the rest happening during interactions (H.2)J) between the dolphins and people.

The animals were more likely to show the open-mouthed expression when their faces were
within the playmates’ field of view — 89 percent were shown in this context. When the playmate
saw the “smile”, they appeared to smile back 33 percent of the time.

“It is not easy to say if an open-mouthed expression in dolphins expresses a kind of feeling or
is used to simply communicate with others, or both,” says Palagi.

She says the study can’t make sure whether it is similar to smiling in humans. “We do not
expect to find out dolphins’ communication strategies during play with a single piece of research.
However, we hope to open a new line of research in which the visual factor is also considered.”

Luciana Moller at Flinders University in Adelaide, Australia, says open-mouthed behaviour
in dolphins happens in various situations, including aggressive (kI f¥]) and social interactions.
This means it is a very special signal that has different meanings, so can’t necessarily be explained
as a smile.

She points out that making sounds might have been a reason why the dolphins opened their
mouths, but the study didn’t look at any acoustic (7 i [fJ) recordings.

Another disadvantage is that it looked at a small number of dolphin groups in the captive
situation, so their behaviour may not show that in the wild.

“Free-living dolphins have much larger space to interact while playing, and many times are
found in waters with low visibility (7] JLJ¥),” says Moller. “In these conditions, visual signals

may not be as useful as acoustic signals.”

1. What can we know about the open-mouthed expression in dolphins?
A. It is similar to other animals’ smiles.
B. There has been much research on it.
C. Dolphins show it to people most often.

D. It is unsure why dolphins show such expression.
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2. What can we know from the research?

A. Dolphins’ open-mouthed expression shows a kind of feeling.

B. Dolphins’ open-mouthed behavior only happens when they play.

C. Open-mouthed behaviour in dolphins can’t be regarded just as a smile.

D. Depending on it to find out dolphins’ communication skills is highly accepted.
3. What is Moller’s attitude to the study?

A. Hopeful. B. Doubtful. C. Worried. D. Disappointed.
4. What’s the purpose of the passage?

A. To encourage people to interact with dolphins.

B. To find out the living environment of dolphins.

C. To introduce a new research on dolphins’ open-mouth expression.

D. To show the similarity between dolphins’ open-mouth expression and human smiles.

D
Many of us are not happy with our physical appearance. We want to change ourselves, to be
more like a perfect image shown on magazine covers, TVs, movies ... Indeed, there is a

multibillion-dollar industry built around people’s desire to look “better”.

I think we all have an idea that our society’s preference for body image is not completely
healthy, and it isn’t. There is plenty of research showing that poor body image is connected with
depression (1) and eating disorders, especially among women.

Research also has shown that exercise can improve a person’s own body image, regardless of
any actual change in their body. One study showed that just 30 minutes of physical activity had a
clear positive effect on women’s body image. But why is this?

A small study in the magazine Psychology of Sport and Exercise tested different possibilities.
They chose 75 college-age women who were dissatisfied with their physical appearance, as
measured by several previous questionnaires (1 %5 2). The questionnaires measured how these
women felt about their appearance, weight, fat levels, fitness, confidence in their ability to
exercise, energy levels and stress. They were also asked how much they enjoyed exercise. Then,
half of the women exercised actively for 30 minutes on an exercise bike, while the other half sat in
a room and read magazines. Then they all repeated the questionnaires, right away and again 20
minutes later.

The women who exercised felt thinner and stronger immediately, and still felt that way 20
minutes after exercising. The authors suggest that these positive changes may last longer than 20
minutes, and thus may help to explain why people who exercise regularly have better self-images
regardless of any actual change in their appearance. They call for further research examining
different types of exercise and increasing the post-exercise (1& 3] J5 1) study time.

Though this is a small study, it does support previous findings. I think it’s safe to say that
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exercise is clearly connected with improvements in body image, and there is little
disadvantage. I already recommend regular exercise to my patients who suffer from depression,
and for those who also suffer from poor self-image, this recommendation could be even more

important.

5. What does the underlined phrase “a multibillion-dollar industry” probably refer to?
A. The fashion industry.
B. The health and fitness industry.
C. The beauty and body care industry.
D. The TV and movie making industry.
6. What can we know from the passage?
A. A good body image can prevent depression.
B. Exercise has a mental effect on body image.
C. Young women were satisfied with their physical image.
D. Women are more likely to have a good body image than men.
7. From the process of the study in paragraph 4, we can know that
A. the questionnaire covers various subjects
B. women were asked about types of exercises
C. the questionnaire needs to be done for just one time
D. the positive changes from exercise last only for 20 minutes
8. What can be inferred about the writer?
A. He may be a professional psychologist.
B. He disagrees with the research findings.
C. He cares more about his physical appearance.

D. He advises researchers to carry out further research.

+Likh

In a modern time when everyone is so busy with their routine and problems, we almost forget
to notice others. __ 1  So it is worthy of sparing some moments to notice them and pass a
compliment (Fx#).

A compliment is a high dose (7] ) of positive words which helps make people feel good.
Whether you are going through a street, a park, a market or other places, you can pass words full
of praise and encouragement to even strangers because these positive words are what they want to
hear. _ 2 Also, they will feel good enough to get the attention of those around them.

If you appreciate people for their hard work, they will gather the courage to do their job more
skillfully. For example, a person may want to do something for his life but couldn’t do so because

of a lack of encouragement and positive support. 3 And the creativity of people greatly
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increases through your positive comments.
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_ 4 When you tell strangers about themselves, praising them through your compliments,
the ego ( H F) will gradually disappear and healthy interactions will appear. If you fail to
communicate with people or do not pass a compliment because of the ego, your relationship will
stay distant.

When you start to praise and give positive words to people, you also get them back.
Everyone wants to be praised and seen by others. If you break your ego first and appreciate people

and tell them about their personalities, people also would like to do the same in return. __ 5

A. Then they will feel happy for your little act.

B. Everyone has their problems in today’s world.

C. You will develop a positive attitude towards life.

D. Compliments help make people close to each other.

E. People who are living around us may not always be there.
F. Through this, you will receive recognition of yourself, too.

G. With compliments, however, he will be encouraged to do what he wants to do.
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Art Festival in Our School
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Once upon a time, there lived a young boy named Jack who harbored a deep passion for
playing the piano, a passion that lit his soul and filled his days with melodies. His dream was to
become a famous pianist, hoping to charm audiences with his enchanting tunes. Every night, as he
lay in bed, he imagined himself standing on grand stages, receiving thunderous applause and the
admiration of countless music lovers.

However, life had other plans for him. When Jack was interviewed for a well-known music
school, his heart sank as he received a rejection letter, stating that his skills were not up to the
school’s high standards, a cruel blow that left him feeling uncertain about his future. Disappointed
but not discouraged, Jack decided to turn his setback into a stepping stone. Every day after school,
he would rush to a small, dimly lit room in his basement, where an old piano stood as a silent
witness to his unwavering determination. The room was humble, with barely enough space for
him and the piano, but it was there that he poured his heart and soul into his craft. Hours turned
into days, and days into months, with Jack’s fingers bleeding from the constant practice. Despite
the pain and exhaustion, he continued to press on, driven by his dream and the belief that one day
he would prove them all wrong. Seeking guidance, Jack turned to a retired pianist in the
neighborhood who had once been a renowned performer. The retired pianist, impressed by Jack’s

dedication and passion, took him under his wing and provided him with invaluable insights and
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