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Overview of European 
Parliament Elections

CHAPTER 01



Description: Since the first European Parliament elections in 1979, 17 groups have been represented in the parliament, as well as over 200 independent MEPs. By far the two most successful parties in the history of the parliament have been the European People's 
Party (EPP) and the Socialists & Democrats (S&Ds), being the only two party groups to have won a European election. Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; 1979 to 2019
Source(s): European Parliament 
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Seats won in European Parliament Elections from 1979 to 2019, by party 
grouping
European Parliament Elections: seats gained by parties in elections 1979-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1381483/european-parliament-elections-seats-won-party-group


Description: The 2019 European Parliament elections were won by the center-right European People's Party (EPP), which won 182 of the 751 available seats. Seats in the European Parliament are divided among member states according to their relative share of the 
population of the European Union, meaning that the most populous state, Germany, got 96 seats in 2019, while the least populous, Malta, got six. Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; 2019
Source(s): European Parliamentary Research Service 
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Total number of seats won in the European Parliament Elections in 2019, 
by country and party grouping
Seats won in the European Parliament Election 2019 by country and party group

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1425487/seats-won-european-parliament-country-party


Description: In 2019, over 50 percent of EU citizens voted in the European parliamentary elections, the highest voter turnout since 1994, when it was 56 percent. The highest turnout occurred in the first set of European parliamentary elections, held in 1979, in which 
61.99 percent of eligible Europeans voted. Voter turnout declined in every election subsequent election however, reaching a low of 42.61 percent in 2014. Read more
Note(s): EU; 1979 to 2019
Source(s): European Parliament 
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Voter turnout in the European Parliament Elections in the European Union 
(EU) from 1979 to 2019
EU Parliament: voter turnout in the European elections 1979-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/300427/eu-parlament-turnout-for-the-european-elections


Description: In 2019, 41 percent of the elected members of parliament (MPs) were women, an increase of four percent compared to the previous electoral period at 37 percent of MPs. Overall the share of female MPs has more than doubled during this time. Read 
more
Note(s): EU; 1979 to 2019
Source(s): European Parliament 
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Gender distribution in the European Parliament from 1979 to 2019
Gender distribution in the European Parliament 1979-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/300456/eu-parlament-turnout-for-the-european-elections
http://www.statista.com/statistics/300456/eu-parlament-turnout-for-the-european-elections


2024 European Parliament 
Election

CHAPTER 02



Description: The next election for the European Parliament will take place in June 2024. The European Parliament has seen a significant restructuring since the United Kingdom left the EU in 2020 - which reduced the number of MEPs from 751 to 705 - and in 2024 the 
parliament will see an additional 15 seats divided among the member states. At each European Parliament election, seats are distributed to member states based on their relative shares of the EU's population, with a maximum of 96 seats per [...] Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; 2024
Source(s): European Parliamentary Research Service 
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Total number of seats in the European Parliament assigned to each EU 
member state in the 2024 elections, by country
Numbers of seats to be won in the European Parliament elections 2024 by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1425495/number-seats-european-parliament-country


Description: The next European Parliament elections will take place in June 2024, with parties on the right of the political spectrum expected to be the biggest winners in terms of seats won, while parties of the center are projected to lose seats in the elections. Some 
of the seats lost in this election by the main centrist parties (EPP, S&amp;D, Renew Europe) can be accounted for by changes to the structure of the parliament, as the United Kingdom had not yet left the EU at the time of the last elections in [...] Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; 2023
Source(s): Europe Elects 
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Total projected seats won by political parties in the European Parliament 
elections in 2024 and seats won by the parties in 2019, by party group
Projected number of seats won by parties in the European Parliament Elections 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1425475/seats-won-european-parliament-projection


Description: As of October 2023, The center-right European People's Party (EPP) are set to win the next European Parliament election, which takes place in June 2024. The EPP have recovered from a period in late-2021 and early-2022 when they were neck-in-neck with 
their closest rivals, the center-left Socialists &amp; Democrats (S&amp;D) group, with the center-right now having a roughly 4 percentage point lead. Among the other groupings in the European Parliament, no group has managed to achieve [...] Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; May 2019 to October 2023
Source(s): Europe Elects 

Month

Vo
tin

g 
in

te
nt

io
n

2019 Electi
on

2019-07

2019-09

2019-11

2020-01

2020-03

2020-05

2020-07

2020-09

2020-11

2021-01

2021-03

2021-05

2021-07

2021-09

2021-11

2022-01

2022-03

2022-05

2022-07

2022-09

2022-11

2023-01

2023-03

2023-05

2023-07

2023-09
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

EPP (center-right) S&D (center-left) Unaffiliated & Non-inscrits (various)

ECR (right) Identity and Democracy (far-right) Reform Europe (center)

Greens/EFA (center-left/left) GUE/NGL (left/far-left)

10

Monthly voting intention for the next European Parliament election from 
2019 to 2023, by party
Opinion polling for the next European Parliament Election 2019-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1422248/european-parliament-next-election-polling


Description: With the next European Parliament elections occurring in June 2024, the policy priorities and preferences of EU citizens have increasingly come into focus in the run up to the election campaign. As the electorate for these elections is large and diverse - 
consisting of around 400 million voters from 27 EU member states - there is no single issue which is set to dominate the campaign in 2024. The issues which EU citizens were most likely to point to as their first priority in 2023 were the fight [...] Read more
Note(s): Europe, EU; March 2nd to March 26th 2023; 26376 respondents; 14 years and older
Source(s): European Commission 
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Public opinion in the European Union on which issues should be the 
priority in the coming years for the European Parliament in 2023
EU citizens' opinion on what the European Parliament's priority should be 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1424457/public-opinion-eu-citizens-european-parliament-priorities


2019 European Parliament 
Election

CHAPTER 03



Description: This statistic illustrates the number of MEPs allocated to each member state in the European Parliament for the 2019-2024 term. Germany has the highest number of MEPs at 96 MEPs, followed by France and Italy which have 79 and 76 respectively. 
Luxembourg, Malta and Cyprus have six MEPs each, the fewest of any member states. If the UK participates in this European Elections, the number of seats will remain 751, from where 73 seats will belong to the UK while the seat distribution for [...] Read more
Note(s): EU; March-May 2019
Source(s): Financial Times 
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Number of the MEPs in the European Parliament in 2019, by member 
state
Number of the MEPs in the European Parliament in 2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/974861/number-of-members-of-parliament-in-the-ep


Description: The European Parliamentary Elections of May 2019 saw nationalist and populist parties gain ground on traditional center-right and left parties, gaining a majority of the vote-share in Hungary, Italy and Poland, where populist parties have also found the 
most success in national elections. Populist parties also gained the most seats in France and the United Kingdom, with the latter witnessing a newly-formed 'Brexit Party' take 29 of the UK's 73 seats in the European Parliament. Elsewhere, the [...] Read more
Note(s): EU; May 23-26, 2019
Source(s): European Parliament 
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Share of votes for populist and nationalist parties in the European 
Parliamentary Elections of 2019, by country
Share of votes for populist parties in the European Elections 2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1027735/populist-vote-share-in-eu-elections


Description: This statistic presents the number of MEPs elected by France in the European Elections of May 2019, by European Political Party grouping. In France the Europe of Nations and Freedom political group won 22 seats in the European Parliament with the 
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) winning 21 seats. Read more
Note(s): France; 2019
Source(s): European Parliament 
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Number of MEPs from France elected to the European Parliament in 2019, 
by European political party grouping
Number of MEPs from France elected to the European parliament in 2019, by party

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1010992/france-european-election-results
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