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Abstract

As the world is undergoing the biggest change in a century, China's reform and
opening-up has been remarkable, and the all-round diplomatic layout has been deeply
developed, not only the number of foreign students coming to China is increasing, but
also the scale of foreigners working and living in China is expanding. However, not
much attention has been paid to the language life of foreigners living and working in
China, and many communication problems are encountered by this group in the Chinese
target language environment, which needs to be investigated and studied.

In this paper, we take foreigners living in Jilin Province as the target group and
conduct a comprehensive investigation and analysis of three aspects: language use,
Chinese learning experience and Chinese language ability, and language attitudes
toward Chinese, and on this basis, we put forward corresponding suggestions for
language planning of foreigners in Jilin Province. This paper has important implications
for the planning of international Chinese language education in Jilin Province and the
improvement of language proficiency in Jilin Province.

This paper is divided into five parts.

Chapter 1 is the introduction, which introduces the background of the selected
topic and the significance of the study, the research object, the research review and the
research method.

Chapter 2 is a survey and analysis of the language use status of foreigners in Jilin
Province. Based on a survey of 90 foreigners aged 20 to 35 in Jilin Province, we found
that the language use pattern of foreigners in Jilin Province is mainly multilingual, with
very few monolingual patterns; among the multilingual patterns, English is used more
frequently than Chinese, and some foreigners even do not use Chinese or use Chinese
occasionally in their work and life in Jilin Province. The factors affecting the language
use pattern of foreigners in Jilin Province are mainly due to the low level of Chinese
language among foreigners, the advanced translation means, the wide popularity of

English, and the high mastery of English among foreigners.



Chapter 3 is to investigate and analyses the Chinese learning experience and
Chinese proficiency status of foreigners in Jilin Province. Among the 90 subjects we
have, most of the foreigners have Chinese learning experience, mostly for more than
one year, and more than 30% of them have obtained HSK level certificates. From the
perspective of the Chinese language ability of foreigners in Jilin province, 40% of
foreigners can fully understand or mostly understand listening, while the others stay at
the level of daily language or some common vocabulary; 34.45% of foreigners can fully
express themselves in Chinese or mostly express themselves in Chinese, while the
others stay at the level of daily language or some common vocabulary. The Chinese
reading level of 35.55% of the foreigners can fully read Chinese or can read most of it,
while the others can only read everyday words or some common words. 26.67% of the
foreigners can write Chinese or can express most of it in Chinese, while the others can
only express everyday words or some common words in Chinese. Listening is relatively
high, and writing is the lowest level among the four skills of listening, reading and
writing.

Chapter 4 is a survey and analysis of foreigners' language attitudes toward Chinese
in Jilin Province. The language attitudes of foreigners in Jilin Province toward Chinese
are generally positive. In terms of their perception of Chinese language, 73.33% of
foreigners agree or strongly agree that "Chinese is practical", 74.44% agree or strongly
agree that "Chinese is helpful for their work development", 85.56% agree or strongly
agree that "Chinese is useful for their work development", and 85.56% agree or strongly
agree that "Chinese is useful for their work development". 85.56% of foreigners agree
or strongly agree that "Chinese is very helpful for interpersonal communication". 86.67%
of foreigners agree or strongly agree that "Chinese characters are beautiful" and 61.11%
of foreigners agree or strongly agree that "Chinese is friendly". In terms of behavioral
attitudes toward Chinese, 90% of the foreigners agreed or strongly agreed that they
were "willing to continue learning Chinese in the future", and 26 of them (28.89%)
strongly agreed that they were "willing to learn Chinese in the future".

Chapter 5 is a summary of the language planning recommendations for foreigners



in Jilin Province. Based on the language survey of foreigners in Jilin Province, three
language planning suggestions were made. The first is to develop non-mainstream
language teaching and provide diversified Chinese learning services; the second is to
improve foreign language services in the public sector; and the third is to develop
multimedia digital multilingual software. Finally, a summary of the full paper is
presented. The authors suggest that the relevant local authorities and the communities,
schools and enterprises where foreigners live should pay attention to the language life
of foreigners who come to work and live in the country, and that top-down and bottom-

up language planning should be carried out rationally.
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Foreigners in Jilin Province, Language Usage, Language Attitude, Language
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