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SHORT STORY COMPETITIONS
Anthology Short Story Competition 2025
The International Anthology Short Story Competition is inviting entries of original, unpublished
short stories no longer than 1,500 words.
The winner will receive £200 and their story will be published in Anthology.
The closing date is 31 March.
Website: https://anthology-magazine.com
Frome Festival Short Story Competition 2025
The Frome Festival Short Story Competition is an annual creative writing contest for original,
unpublished short fiction between 1,000 and 2,200 words.
The prizes for 2025 are £400, £200 and £100. There are also local first and runner-up prizes for
writers living within 25 miles from Frome Library.
The closing date is 31 May.
Website: https.//fromeshortstorycompetition.co.uk/
SHORT FIC AND POETRY COMPS
Published and unpublished writers from the UK and Ireland may enter the award, which is run by
Belfast Book Festival and The Crescent Arts Centre, with the limitation that they must not have
published a full collection of poetry, short stories or a novel.
Winners in each category will receive £500 and the option of taking up a Time to Write package
including a three-night stay at a hotel in Belfast and four days of special writing space in The
Crescent.

Submit 3 — 5 poems (each no longer than 60 lines) and short stories up to 2,500 words. All entries
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must be original.
Two runners-up in each category get £250.
The closing date is 31 July.
Website: https://belfastbookfestival.com/mairtin-crawford-award
1. What is special about Anthology Short Story Competition 20257
A. The flexibility of its deadline. B. The largest amount of the bonus.
C. The limited range of contestants. ~ D. The publication of entries.
2. Which is the maximum length of novels submitted in the three competitions?
A. 1,500. B. 2,200. C. 2,500. D. 3,200.
3. What requirement do all the competitions have in common?
A. The subject of writing. ~ B. The authors’ living areas.
C. The length of the poems. D. The originality of the entries.
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Hawkins, born on Feb.10, 1916, in Wisconsin, is a lifelong athlete. Hawkins showed interest in
cycling for much of her life before losing interest due to a lack of competition. “There wasn’t anyone
left my age to compete with,” she told the NSGA in 2021.
Hawkins became a darling of the track and field world when she took up running at 100 years old.
According to media reports, she started running at the urging of her children. It wasn’t long before
she established her dominance in the sport, setting the 100-meter record in the 100-104 age category
in 2017 with a swift finish of 39.62 seconds.
She set several other records in her age level and charmed crowds with her frankness. The great-
grandmother got the name “Hurricane” on the track for her extraordinary racing capacity, but her
other nickname, “The Flower Lady”, came from her love of gardening. During her races, she could
be seen with her signature flower put behind her ear as she breezed across the track.
In 2021, at the age of 105, Hawkins became the first female track and field athlete in the 105+ age
level to clock a time in the 100-meter dash. With a finishing time of 1°02"95, she expressed
disappointment that she hadn’t performed as well as she had hoped. “It was wonderful to see so
many family members and friends. But I wanted to do it in less than a minute,” she said after the
race. When someone in the crowd asked whether it made her feel any better to realize that her time
was still less than her age, she said, “No.”
Hlavacek, the NSGA chief, said that was precisely her sharp sense of humor. “She is a phenomenal
athlete and just a very sweet woman. Very inspirational to our community, and also to the world as

an athlete.”



H R ARG

4. What can we learn about Hawkins from the first two paragraphs?
A. She had a great talent for sports. B. Her children opposed her running.
C. She found herself too old to cycle. D. She was not competitive in cycling.
5. Why was Hawkins given the nickname “The Flower Lady”?
A. To promote her sale of flowers. B. In honor of her love for life.
C. To highlight her pretty appearance. D. In recognition of her athletic abilities.
6. What did Hawkins try to convey by saying “No”?
A. She wanted a shorter finishing time. B. She wouldn’t join in running any more.
C. She felt stressed to see so many friends. D. She performed as well as she had hoped.
7. What may mainly account for Hawkins’ achievements?
A. The support from her community. B. Her humorous personalities.
C. Her extraordinary sportsmanship. ~ D. Her passions to try new things.
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Music almost integrates with every human culture on earth. The oldest discovered musical
instruments date back over 40,000 years to the Stone Age. But scientists believe music itself could
be much older than that, originating alongside language in early human communication. Why did
music become so universally woven into the human experience?
Evolutionary (i {L[#]) psychologists argue music brought significant survival advantages to our
ancestors. In prehistoric times, music facilitated tighter social bonding between tribal members.
Singing and drumming together stimulated positive emotions that strengthened social unity. This
allowed groups to cooperate better in hunting, child raising and protection against outside threats.
Early music likely aided communication too. Rhythmic drumbeats and shouts coordinated (1/31)
the actions and movements of groups during hunts or battle. Singing while working made labor less
dull. Mothers may have sung primitive nursery rhyme to newborn babies as an early form of
emotional communication. Music also enhanced defenses. Young night watchmen sang to indicate
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they were awake and watchful. Soldiers guarding territory boundaries used instruments to extend
warning calls across longer distances.
In all these ways, music enhanced survival odds over human evolution. Groups that could make
music together — whether a simple drumbeat or a beautiful melody — were more united,
communicative, cooperative and defensive.
Natural selection then seeded the capacity for music into our biology. Supporting this, scientists
have discovered specific regions of the brain devoted to musical processing. Newborn babies have
a native ability to detect musical patterns. Even patients with severe dementia (i /%) respond
emotionally and physically to their favorite childhood songs when nothing else causes a reaction.
Our brains seem wired at birth to link music with positive emotions and togetherness.
Music is part of what makes us uniquely human. Our Stone Age ancestors sang and drummed
because it enhanced survival. We engage with music now simply because we are born to do so.
8. What is the author’s purpose in mentioning the Stone Age?
A. To state the evolution of mankind. B. To show the value of communication.
C. To stress the long history of music. D. To introduce the origin of a language.
9. Which aspect of early music does paragraph 2 focus on?
A. Its variety. B. Its function.C. Its quality. D. Its distribution.
10. What does scientists’ discovery indicate?
A. We’ re born with musical capacity. B. Teams create beautiful music.
C. Babies are better at recognizing music.  D. Patients are insensitive to music.
11. Which of the following is the best title for the text?
A. The Roots of Music B. Music and Health
C. The Impacts of MusicD. Music and Communication
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“Disconnect from the Internet for at least two hours a day and treat your own thoughts like a garden
through which you are wandering” was the advice offered by the novelist lan McEwan to younger
writers. The capacity to be curious about mental processes — while experiencing the — is an
important one for an author seeking to describe the human condition. But anyone who values self-
awareness will be used to noticing how their mind works and wondering why.
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“Only connect” was the motto of another famous novelist, EM Forster. Forster used the characters
in his novels to put flesh on his arguments against the emotionally depressing code (#E]) of the
time. But McEwan’s recommendation to disconnect should not be understood as disapproval of
Forster’s humanism. He was not warning writers off paying attention to other people’s minds and
ideas — but drawing attention to the need to spend time with our own.
In a world of permanent connection, in which attention has even become commercial, switching off
and away from the outside world is arguably harder than ever before. Many of us are so attached to
our phones and other devices that even a temporary separation causes anxiety, though less so for
those whose jobs are not screen-based, and whose communications are arguably better balanced as
a result.
But turning out, whether for two hours or two weeks, is not only about challenging the masters of
the digital universe — or turning back the clock to a time before news was 24/7 and phones were
video cameras. What is turned towards also counts. The long evenings of January, with a new year
stretching ahead of us, can be a good time for reflecting on ourselves as well as the self-improvement
that traditionally takes the form of resolutions such as diets and exercise plans.
12. What did Tan McEwan expect younger writers to do?
A. Explore their own thoughts.  B. Learn unique writing skills.
C. Enjoy the family gardening. = D. Be curious about others’ minds.
13. What does the underlined part “Only connect” in paragraph 2 refer to?
A. The name of a book. B. A character in a novel.
C. An argument of humanism. D. A popular Internet link.
14. What can be inferred from paragraph 3?
A. Connection balances people’s lives. B. People rely on connection too badly.
C. Technology brings us great convenience. D. People aren’t attached to phones any more.
15. What is the author’s attitude toward disconnection from the Internet?
A. Unclear. B. Dismissive.C. Objective. D. Approving.

[%%112.A 13.C  14B 15D
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There is a growing movement to leave leaves on the ground, instead of gathering them to be disposed
of. 16 Instead, done correctly, leaving the leaves is one of the best ways to turn yard waste
into free fertilizer.

17 Although some grasses can dispose a small amount of leaf waste, too much can threaten
their health. In areas that experience snow cover, water would become trapped between grass and
leaves. That could lead to mold (% [# ) and other infections. In areas without snow, whole leaves
that cover grasses block water and sunlight from reaching the soil below. Many people choose to
break up the leaves using a machine and allow them to fall into the grass. 18 However,
this treatment can kill insects and their eggs.

Another method is to take the leaves off the lawn and spread them lightly to cover garden beds.

19 But if not, they should be removed before spring growth begins.

Leaves also can be used to make leaf compost (HEAE). Just pile them up in a corner, and water it to
keep it from drying out. It may take a year or two, but the leaves will break down into a nutritious
soil. Avoid putting leaves in beds if the leaves are especially large or thick. 20
Fallen leaves are nature’s blessings. They build fertile soil, protect plant roots and shelter wildlife,
in your garden, and elsewhere. Why waste that important resource?
A. Then the pieces break down further in the soil.
B. Whole leaves should not be left on grass lawns.
C. Some leaves prevent the growth of other plants.
D. It’s good for plants, the environment, and saving money.
E. The idea is to avoid sending bagged-up fallen leaves to landfills.
F. They could block sunlight and water from the soil and plant roots.
G. The leaves mostly break down by spring and almost entirely by summer.

[5%)116E 17.B  18.A 19.G  20.F
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correctly, leaving the leaves is one of the best ways to turn yard waste into free fertilizer.(# % ,
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HR4E T 3CAlthough some grasses can dispose a small amount of leaf waste, too much can threaten
their health. In areas that experience snow cover, water would become trapped between grass and
leaves. That could lead to mold (% %) and other infections. In areas without snow, whole leaves
that cover grasses block water and sunlight from reaching the soil below. (E: R L6 w] DA AbF /1>
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I have gone out on the nights of polar lights before, when the Northern Lights were supposed to dip
low enough for us to see.

Because Jamestown lies to the north, it never got 21 enough to see them. My mom texted
that if I went out at 10:19 p. m. I could 22 the Northern Lights. Given that [ usually don’t
stay up that late, I 23 myself to read until 10:15 p. m., but was just about to turn off the

light because I had low 24 and was really quite tired. And then I got a text from a friend

saying that the northern 25 were visible.
So I went downstairs in nightclothes and bare feet and waited a minute for my 26 to adjust.
Nothing. 27 , but not really, I looked west at the last bit of sunset glow. And then I noticed

that the 28 seemed purple and then it turned magenta (45 2L 1), and hit red, and with
every 29 change my mouth opened wider until I was staring at a colorful sky 30 .

When the ribbons (7R #)) of green appeared and disappeared, I may have 31 said “no

way!” out loud to myself, and 32 up and down a little.

Standing outside, 33 with both cold and amazement, it was truly an extraordinary
34 . At that moment, the world took my breath away, making me feel so small yet so
35 at the same time.

21. A. warm B. clear C. dark D. near

22. A. see B. approach C. describe D. check

23. A. allowed B. forced C. devoted D. spared

24. A. mood B. vision C. grades D. expectations

25. A. lights B. mountains C. horizon D. wildlife

26. A. nose B. feet C. mouth D. eyes

27. A. Ashamed B. Excited C. Anxious D. Disappointed

28. A. sky B. snow C. house D. star

29. A. cloud B. shape C. color D. stair

30. A. on purpose B. in disbelief C. at random D. under stress

31. A. actually B. regularly C. carefully D. gradually
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32. A. flew B. jumped C. glanced D. dived

33. A. listening B. shaking C. collapsing D. complaining
34. A. festival B. journey C. experience D. lecture

35. A. annoyed B. awful C. awkward D. alive

[%%]121.C 22.A  23.B 24D 25 A 26D 27.D 28.A 29.C
30.B  31.LA  32.B  33.B  34.C 35D

[ER ML) X —RICAUC. EFEEIR TEH — IR KA E B2 1. A
—IHEAHUIAE, BERE B TUEES RS, (FEwRE SR/, HERSURAET].
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A ST . A N A SE IR ), TR —EA R, BAIEANT. A, warm
IRFEH); B. clear i 25 (; C. dark BEHEf; D. near 7E L. H4E [ 2“1 have gone out on the
nights of polar lights before, when the Northern Lights were supposed to dip low enough for us to
see.(F G AAEH AN M AN E L, I IO ZFE R 2848, FRATAT BLE By A A,
EWOCTER T RAGE W, HRFENEBHIEIL Ty, AR —BEAE, BAWENT.
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B ) SORNT . AR RIEARRE SRR b 10:19 25, EEE FALHOL. A see
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A A T AR BHRIFEEALERBIB AN, i E OB b 10 4515
gy, ARIEHER AT, BOAFRM ARG, 1 B IR R A. allowed fo¥: B. forced JEAf:
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B E AL T AR B R IIREE AR BB AM:, i E OB L 10 55015
gy, BIEHESOGAT, PO A ARMK, M HEMMR R . A mood 1544; B. vision ZJ4E;
C. grades %% D. expectations #fF. 5 [ “but was just about to turn off the light because I
had low” - 45 &1 & FrE R IR MER BACHO G T &N, AEE 462 T 10 #1015 70, BT 4
ISR W # SIT S 1, #E D
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[25 &t 7]

HE AL T AR RS — IR, SRR ER LT . A. lights 2k
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FE L . AR TRESCEMFEEAKT 7T, &7 o)L, ibRA RS R
K. A.nose &7 B.feet il C. mouth B D. eyes HRI . H4HE 5 3C“T looked west at the last
bit of sunset glow” FJ &1, & NN T HACHOGI, B DAL LLARRS & R R . #0E D,
[27 & 7]

HEHA W ST I R, AR RS, REFRG - AME. A Ashamed
ZE ¥ B. Excited ¥(3 f]; C. Anxious £ J&]: D. Disappointed 2% 1] . #R#E F 3
“Nothing. ”A[ &1, —JFUaftathla, 1E#HKRET . Hik D.

[28 &t 7]

F A A . AR RERIERRIR TR EAOR, KRB TERLE, REE
JT AL, BB RO, FRIMMETRAGTERT, BRI DL EAF AT A LSS ()
K7 . A. sky K75 B.snow 5 C. house 513 D. star /28 . #4531 was staring at a colorful
sky tB R T —TFIR R L (0, Uk A

[29 @i ]

HEE A T AR NERIERBIRTOFZEEN, REELMTELE, REE
BT, BEE TR, FRMMETRASE KT, BRI DL E S AT AN B
K7, A.cloud =#; B.shape FEIR; C. color Hifty; D. stair #4#. #4555 3“1 was staring at
a colorful sky” FJ I, RZHEEALN. ik C.

[30 &t 7]

BN ERIEYIHT . A8 RERIEFIIRTUUFREOR, R TERLE, REE
JT AL, BB RO, FRIMMETRAGTERT, BRI DL EAF AT A LSS (i
K7, A. on purpose i H; B. in disbelief AN #H{5: C. at random BE#LHE; D. under stress 7K
%k 77. HHE E3C“my mouth opened wider” W] &1, EEH KA RE MK K T W, MH in
disbelief. ik B.

[31 & 7]

F AR T, AR ASR L2 I OGE AR, AT REELAONT B SRR U T
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AArge! 7, RSB EBET . AL actually S50 F, SEPR E, BS& B. regularly 2 #ith C. carefully
7403 D. gradually ZE#iH . 455 3 “said “no way!" $5 1 & FAE 2 7 AL#0t, sebs b
W LA T CANTTRE”. UK A

[32 @i #r]

A . AR Ui 2y IO RIS, IRATRRE X B CORAE B T CANA]
RE! 7, SREBEEBET . A. flew €H; B.jumped BEEK; C. glanced % W.; D. dived /K. R
# )5 3C“up and down™fi& Ry Mgk EBE T . Wk B.

[33 @i #r]

A T AR SRTEAME, XA XHF, EH K, XEZE—RIENLWET

A. listening WF; B. shaking #£5%, ®i$k C. collapsing 2|1 D. complaining #i/f. R )5 X with
both cold and amazement™ {5 K JyF& v A A T B} . 3k B

[34 &E #r]

FA A X AR ShEAME, XA TR, ESKEN, KEZERAELEAD.

A. festival 17 H; B. journey Jitf; C.experience £ /Jj; D. lecture i f. AR¥E ECATHN, {E#
WHE B R — kA LA i . #itk C.

[35 @iiE #r]

BT ST . AR %, RGN, LRI AN, {H R X
WL FEIHTE 7. A. annoyed A< [1); B. awful FEEER); C. awkward J@L[F); D. alive 7836 /1
K, JEERET. HR¥E S amazement”. “up and down”PA ¢ ““extraordinary”Z5 ik vl &1, FHH T
A BEE A m /)y, AR RIS ANt 78 33E 77 . Wk Do

BoWEE 10 MR BAMNE LS 5, WS 1557)

Bl R SC, EAS A ARIEN 1 /NIE 24 () B 3l -5 Py Bl D E A 5

When Daniel Welker majored in Asian studies as an undergraduate in the US, he had no idea that

the seemingly casual interest would later bring him across the Pacific to start a life in China.

In 2012, he came to Henan to pursue a Chinese certification program. After finishing 36
(he) studies, he moved to Luoyang to work as a foreign language teacher. What 37 (intend)
to be a one-year stay originally turned into two years, then three and 38 (ultimate) 12 years

now. He was attracted by Henan’s profound historical and cultural heritage. Over time, Welker has
been attracted to the local culture, enjoying special cuisines like spicy soup, wearing traditional
Chinese clothing to feasts and even picking up some local dialects.

15
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In recognition of his contributions and love for the city, Welker was officially appointed
39 a “city ambassador” by Luoyang.
In his spare time, Welker enjoys creating 40 (video) of his city tours in China and sharing
them online to promote Chinese culture. In his opinion, Luoyang’s rich history and cultural
41 (deep), from landmarks like the White Horse Temple, the first Buddhist temple, to its

distinctive local customs, 42 (be) incredibly impressive. Today’s Luoyang, with fresh air
and subways continuously being developed, is a land 43 tradition and modernity meet.
“I’'m grateful for the opportunities China has allowed me 44 (have),” he says, reflecting
on his experiences and 45 bonds he has formed with a country 10,000 kilometers away
from his hometown.

[%%] 36. his 37. was intended##had been intended 38. ultimately
39. as 40. videos 41. depth 42. are 43. where 44. to have 45. the

CEE R AR ] A0 — SR SCEEE YR T Daniel Welker IR SE SR 78 % 5 K 5]
R, FRER I LA 2 2

[36 @V H7]
FAMI . AR G, MRENE S AMER . A B4 studies, fEETE, M
TE 2 M) AR his“fih 7. HOH his.

(37 &t #r]
FHEAREESNA . A RAITER R, SRR T WE, RaR=E, ECKE 12
T AT PR, AR 2Bk, #on S — o £, What 5 intend ]
B 2 R B 2% 57, FH— RO i 94 shifi &5, IA) 1509 What, be 201 i} was . 580# intend
RAAE turned into Z FI, A FH L 25 58 B A4 315 2 , 14 was intended B had been intended.

(38 &t 7]
FHEENT AR AR ER, SRR TWE, REREE, BECAR 1247 .
AR G)T, (EWRIE, FEIAE ultimately“fz 26, #UH ultimately .

(39 &t #r]
FBw. AR T REAXTIEBHR TR, Welker % BH 1E XU iy <4l i KAg.
be appointed as“HAT AT N NE E TR, ATHMNE as, FFEERE. HUIH as.

[40 &V H7]
FHEZNE . AR EMRIE, Welker

16
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AR A LE A [ BT ARV, IR B =, DLEAR T E M. video PRAT A T £
i, WAL —A, A1 HL videos. HHH videos.

[41 & #7]

EELT. AR EMER, EHFERIPTERSORE, A SSRIX 5 B S i 55
b, B 1T AAE, #BA NEDRIEZ] . AAEETE, 5 history 351, 41
depth“VR £, #IH depth.

[42 & 7]

BENAMEE -8 A% EMER, EHEE LM IR, WA DFE—5— P
WA AR, BIHIRR Ty R, 2 NEGIRZ . A 2 81ES i, AT is
AL, A) TR s, A BELERS, 1B 2 history and cultural depth, be 2 F
are. W(IH are.

[43 @iE #r]

FEETIBMNA. AR SRS, FREH, HERRER, = AMEG S IRASIER
070 ARG FEEMNG], BT land, JERIAFRE ST TE WA PR RUIRTE, R 06
1] where 5. #§3H where.

[44 @E #7]

FEABEE) . AR R E L TR 2, i, B R T E R4 &
SIXAERS R £ — 7523 BLI¥ E 5T 07 (K2R JE B & - opportunities J& (5 1 M AJIFIEE 4 has
allowed, M4 NAEIEIES)T, allow sb. to do sth.* 70 ¥F 5 A F o8 [ e fE 35, A% H
have i "B AE, TEFEAb. #IH to have.

[45 &t 7]

FAE W AR CRBGhE S VRS, i, [ EE B SR2 P LS A
R 2 — A B ERFTEL R R R . Ak bonds Bk R NAHE S XA ER R 2 — 1
N HWEFFTESLMRERR R, HEE i the, AR, HUHR the.

BUES BEGEHRT, W40 7)

F—WEED152)

46. ENRRFHE, IRRIITA LT — RS M2 — R FH A 7 RIS E)) « 1 VR %5 5% [E 9 K Eric
HFlRE, Sk E ), WA

1L.BZM&; 2 AREIUR

ER: LSRN 80 /24
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235 Fn A% AR R AR LA AR

Dear Eric,

Yours,
Li Hua

(%]
Dear Eric,
Our school recently organized a visit to a local technology company. I’'m writing to share the visit
with you.
The company features the development and application of robotics and remote control technology.
In the company, we saw varieties of robots, among which the most impressive was a dancing robot.
While dancing gracefully, it even smiled at us. Amazing! Several drones were also on display.
Through remote control, they showed extraordinary skills in construction, transportation and rescue.
This experience has not only greatly stimulated our interest in science but also inspired our
motivation to study hard. I am attaching some photos for you and hope you like it.
Yours,

Li Hua

B 25 97)

47. DS T IEARE ARIEH N RS BUROT KBS E B, 2 MR e B S

I have taught Spanish to thousands of students over my thirty-six years at Walpole High School in
Walpole, Massachusetts. My students have ranged from the most academically gifted to the
academically at-risk. There is one young man, however, who in the course of his high school career
surpassed (1T) expectations of everyone in his life: his parents, his former teachers, his peers and
himself. His name is Vincent Lee.

Vincent entered my classroom as a nervous freshman on his first day of high school in
September,2005. He was involved in our Spanish IA course, a transition (i %) course between
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PLE A CONAR ST KR T 8E 5, Nl B — A
K. WETHRFAEE, HWH:
https://d. book118. com/808113054104007032
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