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1.Why is the man stressed out?

A. He has to assess his performance.

B. He hasn't tried his best all semester.

C. He has to prepare a lot in a limited time.

2.Where are the speakers?

A. In the office.
B. Athome.

C. Ina hospital.
3.Why does the woman want to return the shirt?

A. Because of the terrible design.

B. Because of the unsuitable size.

C. Because of the eye-catching color.
4.What are the speakers talking about?
A. Designing a talent show.

B. Organizing a sports competition.
C. Planning student council activities.
5.What aspect of “National Geographic” appeals to the woman?
A. Latest news.

B. Diverse topics.

C. Unique viewpoints.
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6.What is the relationship between the speakers?

A. Mother and son.

B. Sister and brother.

C. Husband and wife.

7.What do they plan to do?

A. Buy a nice watch.

B. Record a special album.

C. Arrange a family dinner.
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8.What does the man like best in the new cafe?

A. Coftee. B. Atmosphere.

C. Books.

9.What does the woman plan to do this weekend?

A. Check out some books.

B. Make blueberry muffin.

C. Explore the cafe with the man.
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10.What motivated the man to become a professional basketball player?

A. His high-level skills.

B. His love for the game.

C. His childhood experience.

11.What is the hardest part of being a professional basketball player?

A. To fit in with the training routine.

B. To cope with the constant pressure.

C. To meet the physical and mental demands of the game.

12.What suggestions does the man give to young athletes ?



A. Be alearner and doer.

B. Be an enthusiast and dreamer.



C. Be a supporter and team worker.
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13.How did the man notice the problem first?
A. His bank called him.

B. His bill showed him.

C. His credit card was stolen.

14.What do the bank do to fix the problem?

A. They give the man his money back at once.
B. They decide to talk to the bank's manager.

C. They ask the man to provide the evidence.

15.What might have caused the problem according to the man?

A. Unsafe website.

B. Overdue debt.

C. Improper download.

16.What do the two speakers mainly talk about?
A. Shopping habits.

B. Money management.

C. Information safety.
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17.What will Todd Messegee be responsible for?
A. Writing a play.

B. Directing a play.

C. Starring in a play.

18.What will participants mainly do by the fourth day?
A. Practice the play.

B. Attend a lecture on acting.

C. Perform on stage formally.

19.What is suggested by the speaker?

A. Signing up early.

B. Receiving top-level training.



C. Developing complex characters.
20.What is the speaker doing?

A. Making a plan for a play.

B. Recruiting actors for a play.

C. Announcing arrangements for a play.
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Text 1

W: How do you feel about the final assessment this semester?

M: I'm a bit nervous.There's so much to cover and only so little time left to prepare.

W: I know what you mean.Just do your best and I'm sure you'll be okay.

Text 2

M: Maggie, you look pale, what's wrong?

W: I am running a temperature.

M: Why don't you go to see a doctor?

W: Yeah, I think I should.But I have to make a presentation to the board right now.

Text 3

W: Excuse me, I'd like to return this shirt.

M: Yes, madam, but what's wrong with it?

W: Well, though it's well designed, with eye-pleasing color, it doesn't fit me well.

Text 4

M: Hey, I think for the next student council activity we should organize a sports competition.

W: That sounds fun, but what about those who aren't into sports? Maybe we could also have a
talent show or a cultural event.

M: Great idea! We could have a variety of activities to meet everyone's interests.

Text 5

M: Hey, have you read the latest issue of “Reader's Digest”? It's great for creative and unique
viewpoints.

W: Thanks! I prefer “National Geographic” for more wide ranging topics.Maybe I'll check out

“Reader's Digest” too.



Text 6

M: Hey sis, dad's birthday is coming up.What should we get him?

W: Hmm, maybe a nice watch or a personalized photo album?

M: I like the idea of a personalized photo album.We could include our family memories and
make it really special.

W: That's a great idea! It would be a meaningful and thoughtful gift.

M: Let's also plan a family dinner to celebrate it.

W: Good idea, we can invite close family and friends to make it a memorable celebration.

Text 7

M: Hey Emily, have you had a chance to check out that new cafe downtown?

W: Oh, not yet.Is it any good?

M : Absolutely! It has this cozy corner with soft chairs—perfect for getting lost in a good
book.The atmosphere is fantastic, but what attracts me most is the coffee itself.

W: Really? I'm always on the lookout for a good coffee spot and a quiet place to read. What else
do it have?

M: Well, besides the coffee, it offers a variety of snacks.The blueberry muffin is really amazing.

W: Yum! I'm sold.Let's check it out this weekend.

M: Great idea! We can grab a coffee, enjoy some blueberry muffin, and catch up.

Text 8

W: Hi Michael, welcome to “Celebrity Talk”. Can you introduce yourself to our audience?

M: Of course, my name is Michael and I am a professional basketball player.

W: Great to have you here, Michael. What inspired you to become a professional basketball
player?

M: Well, I've been playing basketball since I was a kid.I fell in love with the game and always
dreamed of playing at the highest level.

W: That's wonderful.Being a professional athlete requires a lot of hard work and devotion. What
do you think is the most challenging aspect of being a professional basketball player?

M: I think one of the biggest challenges is the physical and mental demands of the game.The
constant training, travel, and the pressure to perform at a high level can be overwhelming at times.

W: I can imagine.What advice would you give to young aspiring athletes who want to pursue a

career in basketball?



M: I would tell them to stay focused, work hard, and never give up on their dreams.Surround
yourself with good advisors and teammates, and always be willing to learn and improve.

W: Thank you for your insights, Michael.l appreciate your time and wish you the best of luck
in your future games.

M: Thank you, it's been a pleasure speaking with you.

Text 9

M: I can't believe this.I have been on the phone with my bank all day and they still haven't
fixed my problem.

W: Isita credit card problem?

M: Yes.My credit card information was stolen.When I got my bill in the mail, I saw there were
many unfamiliar purchases on it.

W: That's terrible.Did they take a lot of money?

M: Yes, and I am very upset because the bank is not helping me quickly.

W: Doesn't the bank's manager decide to give your money back?

M: No.I just have to prove that these purchases were not made by me.I think the person who

stole my information got it from the Internet.I didn't download anything recently.l just bought a
collection of movies.I won't be doing that again unless the website is sure to be safe.It's honestly my
fault for being careless.

W: You can never be too careful.

Text 10

Now we have a program for those who love acting.This program gives young actors the
experience of developing complex characters and performing a full-length production while
receiving top-level training.Each actor will receive a role and will be given time to shine on the stage
at the end of the week.Children aged between 13 and 18 can take part in the program.

The play is written by Lisa Nanni-Messegee.Todd Messegee will be the director.On the first
Monday we meet, actors act for some time to find a suitable role in the play.By the end of the day,
they begin developing characters and learning about the play.This continues through mid-week,
along with focus on specialty skills that may be needed in the production.On these days, they'll
receive some training on acting.By Thursday, the actors are running the show off-book and
memorizing their material.By Friday, the whole group is performing on stage, in a recorded
performance.A digital copy of the performance will be shared with actors after the program is

complete.This is a very exciting challenge for any actor! It'll begin on July 26th and end on



30th.Practicing time is from 9 : 00 a. m. to 4 : 00 p. m. every day.Only ten will be

admitted.If you're interested, contact us early.Due to safety restrictions, space is extremely limited in

each age group.Registering early is recommended.
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Apply for a Spring Horn Book Internship(5Z~))

Interested in learning more about the children's book industry, book reviewing or how
magazines and review journals operate? A Horn Book internship is a great place to start.

We just offer spring, summer and fall internships.We hope to enroll(#33%) people under 30 who

have bachelor degree or above.The next application deadline, for Spring 2024 internships, is
November 30, 2023.Internships are paid($15 per hour)and are approximately ten hours per
week.Hopefully you can work four weeks a month.We are currently accepting applications for
Spring 2024 internships, which will likely include a combination of remote work and occasional
in-person work in the Boston area.

Our interns(3Z 2] 4£) are an invaluable help for us.Their responsibilities include:

@ Manage the large number of digital books that enter and leave our virtual office.

@® Upload books, format reviews and enter books into our database—all at the same time
becoming familiar with publishing industry.

@ Fact-check reviews, newsletters and articles and sometimes do some writing of their own.

@ Take on projects like scanning our previous publication or tracking down former issues.

To apply, send a resume( {4 [J7), cover letter and contact information for a professional reference
(employer or professor) to Monica de los Reyes (mdelosreyes@hbook.com).

More information is available here.
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21.What do Spring 2024 internships require to do?

A. Sign up in late December.

B. Accomplish tasks in remote places.



C. Always work in the Boston area.

D. Manage work online most of the time.

fEfr: D AN EMEA, RIEF WE FH “ @Manage the large number of digital books that
enter and leave our virtual office.( @ E B # H EMN N N ENAELTEHF. )"; FLEFTW

“@Upload books, format reviews and enter books into our database—all at the same time

becoming familiar with publishing industry.(@ & & | ZFE1Fib . FALIEE, B AT HE R
Ao ) LR E B FH “ @Fact-check reviews, newsletters and articles and sometimes do some
writing of their own. (@ Z & E LiF . WER A XLE, ARHECTF AR, )” 7 &, 2024
FHRFLY, Ao BEMN EEETE. K& D,

22.What's an intern's duty?

A. Managing some printed books.

B. Downloading books from the Internet.

C. Looking through some former journals.

D. Writing some reviews, newsletters and articles.
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23.Who will be attracted by the position?

A. Those available in winter.

B. Those fond of the press industry.

C. Those keen on volunteering.

D. Those willing to earn a degree.
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Travelling seemed like falsehood to me.I grew tired of backpackers expressing too much praise



about how petting a baby elephant in Thailand “transformed” them.Globe-traveling to me held
no more promise than finding a few bills in the pocket of an old coat.I needed something deeper than
an Eat, Play, Love moment.

One day, Vasilis, my Greek best friend, reminded me of our decade-old promise: after our final
exams, I would visit his hometown in Athens.Maybe, it was time to make good on that promise.

I finally boarded the plane.Vasilis picked me up at the airport.I smiled, thinking how
improbable this moment seemed all those years ago.

The decade-long wait proved to be well worth it.Every step through the ancient streets revealed
new wonders.However, none of them truly mattered. What would forever alter my perception of
travel was a chance encounter with a local.

Vasilis and I were wandering Athens when a special sound caught our attention—a rhythmic
clinking disturbing the quietness of the residential street.Curiously, we followed the sound to a
humble workshop.Inside, a welder(#2 I.) gave no mind to our presence behind him.He wore no
flashy protective suit—this was just another day for him, another dance with fire and metal that had
become second nature.Under the sunshade, his orange cat rested in the comforting warmth...

As the man continued welding, I felt a bit of envy.I envied his peace and contentment.I admired
the simplicity he embodied.I imagined the welder happy, finding fulfillment in his craft(F2)) and
returning to his loving family... The moment moved me to tears.Leaving the workshop, rain blending
with tears, I realized how easily life's poetry could pass unnoticed.

Home again in Montreal, I stop simply pursuing better things, better experiences and better
people that are never grasped.l realize the real journey is inward—to appreciate life's ordinary

»

magic.That sure beats petting any baby elephant.I may not have returned home “transformed,
but I'll always think of the welder and his cat.
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24.Which aspect of travelling makes the author feel uneasy?

A. Shortage of adequate funds.

B. Discomfort in dietary habits.

C. Overstatement of travel's effects.

D. Danger of petting baby animals.
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25.What drove the author to go to Athens?

A. Meeting a commitment.

B. Exploring a unique landscape.

C. Receiving further education.

D. Escaping from the current life.
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26.What does the underlined word “poetry” in paragraph 6 probably refer to?

A. Poems written by masters.

B. Peace and simplicity.

C. Spirit of craftsmanship.

D. Special sound in the street.
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27.Which of the following can be a suitable title for the text?

A. Friendship Lasts Forever

B. Travelling Shapes a Better Self

C. Pursuit of Happiness Never Stops

D. The Ordinary Makes Extraordinary
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This week, Google researchers published a paper describing results from an Al tool built to
create music.The tool, called MusicLM, is not the first Al music tool to be launched.But the
examples Google provided demonstrate musical creative ability based on a limited set of descriptive
words.

Several different music examples produced by MusicLM were published online.Some of the
generated music came from just one- or two-word descriptions, such as “jazz”,  “rock” or

“techno( /= £} £ #% #l1)”. The tool also created other examples from more detailed descriptions
containing whole sentences.

In one example, Google researchers included these instructions to MusicLM, “It is a
soundtrack of a game.It is fast-paced and upbeat, with a catchy electric guitar riff(Jx & 5 17). The
music is repetitive and easy to remember, but with unexpected sounds...” In the resulting recording,
the music seemed to keep very close to the description.The team said the more detailed the
description was, the better the system could attempt to produce it.

The MusicLM model operates similarly to the machine-learning systems used by
ChatGPT.ChatGPT and MusicLM both require powerful computers to operate complex
machine-learning models.The San Francisco-based company OpenAl launched ChatGPT late last
year.ChatGPT has recently received a lot of attention because of its ability to generate complex
writings and other content from just a simple description in natural languages.Such tools can produce
human-like results because they are trained on huge amounts of data.Many different materials are fed
into the systems to permit them to learn complex skills to create realistic works.

However, the MusicLM researchers said there were some risks linked to the new tool.One of
the biggest issues the researchers identified was biases( {l 4f) present in the training data.A bias
might be including too much of one side and not enough of the other.The researchers said this raised
a question about appropriateness for music generation for cultures underrepresented in the training
data.
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