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For weeks, the troop had been busy preparing for its Parents’ Night program. Everything was in order. The
walls were filled with displays, the scouts (# F %) were all enthusiastic. The tables were covered with good things
to eat.

Now it was time for Jimmie Davis to give his speech. This was the moment he had been looking forward to for
several weeks. As he arose, he caught a glimpse of his mother’s bright face and his father's calm, confident
expression. Jimmie held his head high as he started his speech, his words bursting with pride and enthusiasm. He
made sure the speech was lively and moving, conscious that his listeners were showing high praise to him by their
careful attention.

Then something happened. The world seemed to move slowly from side to side before him. He felt his mind
went blank and forgot what to say next. He slowed down, faltered (45 &), and finally stopped. His face turned red,
and his hands sought each other wildly. In desperation, he looked toward his scout leader, begging for his help.

Having heard that boyish but great speech practiced again and again, the boy’s scout leader supplied the
missing words that allowed Jimmie to continue. But somehow it was different now. The wonderful speech had been
messed up.

Jimmie paused again, and once again the scout leader helped him. For the remaining two minutes, the speech
seemed more like the scout leader’s than Jimmie’s.

After what seemed like ages, the speech was finally over. In the heart of Jimmie, who sat down knowing that
he had failed, there was a great weight pressing down on him. Disappointment was clearly written on the face of his
mother. A twitch (f#13) of the father's face showed how painful he felt.

The audience applauded in a perfunctory (¥ {7 #v) way, feeling sorry for the boy who they thought had failed.

But the scout leader was on his feet. His eyes twinkled. All the audience listened carefully.
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Paragraph 1:

The calm, sure voice of the scout leader echoed ([ ¥#) around the hall.
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Paragraph 2:

Jimmie began to speak in a trembling but firm voice.

[ £ % ] The calm, sure voice of the scout leader echoed ( [E 7 ) around the hall. “You have seen a boy make a
glorious victory out of what might have been a miserable failure. Jimmie had his chance to quit. To have quit would
have been easy, but he didn’t. He did deserve our true respect.” Hearing the inspiring words and looking into his
leader’s encouraging eyes, Jimmie felt that he had to do something. Gathering up all his courage, he finally felt
himself, arose again and walked onto the stage slowly and firmly.

Jimmie began to speak in a trembling but firm voice. “To be honest, I couldn’t have made it without my leader.
I thought about giving up, but it was his encouragement that reminded me of the spirit of our troop, that is, to play
the game even under difficulties!” Jimmie looked toward his leader with his eyes glittering with tears. The leader
went up to him and threw his arms around him. At this moment, his parents overwhelmingly proud of their son, the
entire hall thundered their applause at the little boy.
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(D.¥k J#: inspiring /encouraging
@.% % . sure /firm/certain

[ 565 ]

[ 44 A 1]. You have seen a boy make a glorious victory out of what might have been a miserable failure. (what
7l EIE A

(% 44 A 2]. Hearing the inspiring words and looking into his leader’s encouraging eyes, Jimmie felt that he had
to do something. (I 7£ 418 44 15 1 B¢ [8] 4K 15 )

(& 44 A 3]. To be honest, I couldn’t have made it without my leader. (& #li& A)
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I could feel the excitement rising in me as I held the beautifully wrapped present in my hands. I felt the string
of the package softly and then, unable to contain my curiosity any longer, I tore it open. It was a bright, brand new
laptop. I had scored straight as for my O level examination and this was my reward. I had always envied my friends
who were exchanging news about ‘chat rooms’, ‘instant messaging’ and ‘e-mailing’, all of which I knew nothing
about. Now I was going to find out.

It started out simply enough. I was searching for some information online when I came across a social
networking site. Soon I became attracted to my new-found electronic friend. I began to spend more and more time
on YouTube and became addicted to Facebook and Twitter. I had never imagined that the day would come when |
would be controlled entirely by the glowing screen before me. Whenever I was not glued to these social networking
sites, I would be going through gossip or fashion websites.

As time passed, I realized that I was addicted to the Internet. During weekends, when I had more time on my
hands, I could easily spend a few hours on my laptop. It came to a point where I chose to lock myself in my room,
refusing to come out and take part in family discussions. I preferred to stay connected to the people I made friends
with on the Internet although I had never met them. Soon | was spending the whole hours of the morning surfing on
the Internet. Sleep was reduced to small naps and my grades at school also began getting from bad to worse.
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It was about this time that my parents noticed my change.
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Then one day, my father took away my laptop.

[ £ %] It was about this time that my parents noticed my change. They voiced their disapproval. It became
obvious to them that [ was spending too much time on the Internet. I was asked to slow down my usage of the
Internet. Yet, however hard I tried, I was unable to pull myself away, unable to end my chat sessions, and unable to
concentrate on my lessons. [ was desperate for just another click, just another look at my e-mail or message board.

Then one day, my father took away my laptop. I cried and objected but in vain. Dad had made up his mind.
Over time, I realized that Dad and Mum had always wanted the best for me. That was when I decided to take the
big step—to conquer my internet addiction. Quitting was harder than I had expected. But with dogged
determination, I knew that I would be able to do it. I promised my parents that I would turn over a new leaf.
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@.& 1% realize/recognize
(3.4 % . decide to /determine to
ek
.4 % #y. desperate / hopeless/in despair
@. 7 E #: dogged /stubborn
[ &)
[ 44 A 1]. It became obvious to them that I was spending too much time on the Internet. (& # # 17 that 5| &
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[ 4/ A 2]. 1 promised my parents that I would turn over a new leaf. ( & #17 that 5| % # =& ) A)
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One afternoon after school, Mary and her brother,Keith,were eating at a cafe near their home. That afternoon,
they had to share their table with another person. That person was a young lady in her twenties. After eating, she
went to the restroom. Without realizing, she had left her handphone on the table. Five minutes later, she came out
and walked out of the cafe without looking back.

Mary saw the handphone on the table. She quickly told Keith,“Keith, the girl left behind her handphone.”

Keith looked at the handphone. It took his breath away. It was one of the latest models on the market. Keith
had always wanted a handphone. But his parents had told him, “You don’t need one. You can always use the house
phone.”

He stared at it for some minutes. Then he said slowly,pausing on every word,“I want to take the handphone.”

Mary could not believe her ears. She merely stared at her brother. “You can’t! What if the owner comes to look
for 1t?”

Having made the decision,Keith quickly grabbed the handphone and put it in his schoolbag. Then, he took
Mary’s hand and led her out of the cafe quickly.

Once back home, Keith locked his house door with trembling hands. Inside his room, he took out the piece of
beauty. Oh, he liked it so much. Now he had his own handphone. Soon, he was polishing it happily.

But Mary told him, “Keith, you cannot keep the handphone. What will you tell Father about this? He will ask
you how you got the handphone.”

Keith said quickly, “I will say a friend lent it to me.”
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Mary said, “Now you are lying too.” Oh dear! When had Keith turned so dishonest?

Then Mary saw a house phone number on the plastic cover of the handphone. “This is the girl’s phone number.
Why don’t we just call this number? We will talk to her and ask her to come and take back her handphone.” She
was trying to talk some sense into him.

ER: LEFHEEMA 150 Z£4;
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That night, Keith turned over in bed from time to time.

Mary was very happy to hear that.

[ 4% ] That night, Keith turned over in bed from time to time. He had difficulty sleeping, uncertain about what he
should do. Of course, he liked the new handphone. However, he was feeling sorry for the owner. When he thought
how sad the young lady would be at the loss of her handphone, he was full of guilt and shame. The next morning,
after a long and restless night, he was determined to return the handphone to the owner. After school, he told Mary,
“I am going to phone the owner.”

Mary was very happy to hear that. Back home, they phoned the owner’s house phone. A girl answered the
phone. Kevin asked, “Are you the owner of the handphone? I’'m Keith. I have your handphone. Can you come and
get it? ” The girl replied ‘Yes’ excitedly, expressing her gratitude repeatedly. Ten minutes later, she was at the same
cafe to meet Keith. Handing back the handphone to her and seeing her smile happily, Keith realized that honesty

was indeed the best policy.
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Ot #% A~ : uncertain/ hesitate

@7 #%: be full of/ be filled with

@k E #: be determined to do /decide to do

EES

(W% Fk: shame / abashment

& >4 . happily /delightedly

i ]
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He had difficulty sleeping, uncertain about what he should do.(3z | 7 i# # 1% 18 what 5| &89 E 15 ) 4))
(& 44 AL 2]

Handing back the handphone to her and seeing her smile happily, Keith realized that honesty was indeed the best
policy.(iZ | T that 5| F#y & 1& I 4)
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When I was young, I lived in a small village in Melaka. The spirit of neighborliness was very strong then. All
of us were quite poor by today’s standards but we got by. However, one family which could be considered as poor
as a church mouse was the Lim family living in the bicycle shop just opposite our house.

Mr. Lim, the shop owner, had twelve children. The joke amongst the neighbors was that he was aiming to form
a football team among his children. However, seriously speaking, it was no joke for him trying to feed his growing

children daily. My family was relatively better off in the village and my father was the headman. My mother was a
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kind-hearted soul. She would bring over whatever food we could spare to our neighbors.

I remember one particular year when times were very hard. The economy was doing very badly. For many
people, three meals a day was a luxury let alone buying a new bicycle. Even my family had to make do with two
meals a day. One day, I noticed my mother looking troubled. She had learned that the Lim family had not been
eating for the past two days. There and then, she decided to sacrifice part of our meals to the family. Despite my
protest that we too were hungry, she kept on doing the kind act from then on. Fortunately, the troubled situation did
not last long, and the children in our family returned to our three meals a day again.

As time went on, I noticed Mr. Lim grow cheerful. The number of customers at his shop had increased steadily.
Business at his shop took off like a rocket as bicycles were very useful and popular for transport then.

However, it was at this time that my father’s business took a turn for the worse. My father was a grocery
owner and he trusted many people readily. One day, his senior assistant ran off with almost all the shop’s earnings.
My father had to run around, trying to make up for the loss.

During that time, his health was also worsening. One night, my father suddenly fainted, putting the whole
house totally in chaos. My mother tried several times to wake him up but failed. We children were all frightened
and cried loudly.

EE:
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Hearing our cries, Mr. Lim rushed to help.

Finally, my father recovered with piles of bills to pay.
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[ 4% ] One possible version:

Hearing our cries, Mr. Lim rushed to help. The moment he figured out the emergency, Mr. Lim quickly drove
my father to the nearest hospital. My father was brought into surgery. Mr. Lim paid the medical bill and kept us
company all night long, constantly comforting us. Luckily, the operation turned out a success. While my father was
in hospital, Mr. Lim often visited us with some necessities. To relieve my mother’s burden, he even drove us to
school every day.

Finally, my father recovered with piles of bills to pay. Again Mr. Lim came to our aid. He lent us some money
and arranged for my father to work in his shop to get some earnings. Meanwhile, he financed the education for me
and my siblings. Whenever my parents thanked him for his help, he just simply said that our kindness deserved it.
An old saying goes that a near neighbor is better than a distant cousin. I felt blessed to live in such a good
neighborhood.
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O.[E % A . keep sb. company/accompany sb.
ON- =5 YN LEiEE
(3. # B ¥ A: come to one’s aid/come to one’s assistance
&%k
O=F 1z #: luckily/fortunately
@ ZE & #: blessed/supremely happy
[ 4/ A 1]. The moment he figured out the emergency, Mr. Lim quickly drove my father to the nearest hospital.
(&7 The moment 5| H B [B] 4R 15 M A7)
[ 44 A 2]. While my father was in hospital, Mr. Lim often visited us with some necessities. ( &7 While 5| & &y
B (8] 4 1 A BT
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December 5, 2012, was a very special day for Josephine and Scott Lansing, as it marked the fourth adoption
for the Lansings.

When they began the journey to adopt their first daughter, Cloe, years ago, Josephine and Scott Lansing never
imagined they would eventually have a house full of girls. The couple later adopted Josie in 2011 and Annabelle in
2012. For the Lansing family, adoption is about giving every child the opportunity to grow healthily in a loving
home. Scott and Josephine are great advocates for each of their daughters, and they make sure each child knows
how special and loved they are.

In February of 2009, Bethany entered into the care of Child Protective Services due to her mother's inability to
care for her and her brothers and sisters. Her experiences made it very difficult for her to trust adults, since she
learned from an early age that she could only count on herself. She lived in a shelter for several months before
moving into a foster home (% # K J#2). Still, Bethany struggled to understand why she had been taken away from
the only family she had known. In May of 2010, Bethany was placed at Helping Hand Home for Children's
Residential Treatment Center, where her journey to returning to normal finally began. With the patience, support,
and guidance of the Helping Hand Home staff, Bethany developed healthy, appropriate ways to express her
emotions. She was taught to respect herself, and she learned that it was okay to trust others.

When Bethany was introduced to the Lansing family in June of 2012, the meeting did not go as smoothly as
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refused to talk or even look at the Lansings at their first meeting.
1825 3E 408 4 150 £ %
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But the Lansing family had no intention to give up.

Later, Bethany experienced a lot of exciting things.

[ % % ] But the Lansing family had no intention to give up. They were patient with Bethany and explained that
they wanted to get to know her better and hoped she would one day be part of their family. The other girls shared
their stories of coming from the foster care system, and they told her how scared they had been about meeting a

xiety eased, and she agreed to go and see her new
home. (77 words)

Later, Bethany experienced a lot of exciting things. From many hours spent at the neighborhood pool to her
first trip to the beach, Bethany now lived the life every child deserves. The Lansings celebrated Bethany’s 11th
birthday with a superb cruise. When Bethany returns to Helping Hand Home to visit, the first thing everyone
comments on is her self-confidence. The little girl who was once afraid to make eye contact is now a secure, funny
young lady who would talk your ear off. (77 words)
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Bethany A~ # 47148 ——#h 1 Jir It —Bethany #7741t
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@. M FE: want to do/would like to do
2).% % : see/have a look at

(3.18 [E: return to/go back to

1 % %
O.Z . scared/frightened
2.4 #: happy/blissful

[ =]
[ 447 & 1]They were patient with Bethany and explained that they wanted to get to know her better and hoped
she would one day be part of their family. (izJf| 7 that 5| 5 # E1& M 4D
& 4] 71 2]When Bethany returns to Helping Hand Home to visit, the first thing everyone comments on is her
self-confidence. (3% /5] 7 when 5| 84K & A4
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My best friend Lily and I met in high school. Ever since then, we had spent New Year’s Eve together. We’d
watch together on TV the New Year celebration in Times Square, a the world-renowned tradition for millions to
welcome the new year. Every year, thousands of people will gather in Times Square New York in person on New
Year’s Eve counting down to the new year, with celebrations and performances after midnight. And we’d always
say that one day we should go there ourselves.

Then we both went to college. Struggling through exams and schoolwork, we had little time to meet up. We
missed each other terribly and decided it was time: to finally go to New York ourselves, to be present at the New
Year’s celebration, and to do something fun together.

We worked out our schedule, bought tickets for everything and, most importantly, planned how to survive the

long hours of waiting in the biting cold before the celebration — we wanted the best spot possible, and there’s only
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