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Prevalence of visual 
impairment

CHAPTER 01



Description: It is estimated that in 2020 around 2.6 billion people worldwide will have myopia, or nearsightedness. This statistic shows the number of people worldwide with myopia and high myopia from 2000 to 2030. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2019; * Figures are estimates and projections. Data is adapted from "Holden BA, Fricke TR, Wilson DA, Jong M, Naidoo KS, Sankaridurg P, et al. Global Prevalence of Myopia and High Myopia and Temporal Trends from 2000 [...] Read more
Source(s): WHO 
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Number of people worldwide with myopia and high myopia from 2000 to 
2030 (in millions)*
People with myopia and high myopia worldwide 2000-2030

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1082001/number-of-people-with-myopia-and-high-myopia-worldwide
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1082001/number-of-people-with-myopia-and-high-myopia-worldwide


Description: In China, the number of people with myopia reached approximately 750 million by 2021, accounting for more than half of the total population. The popularity of electronic devices there could lead to a bigger increase in the number of people with myopia 
in the future. Read more
Note(s): China; 2012 to 2021
Source(s): chinabaogao.com 

N
um

be
r 

of
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

ith
 m

yo
pi

a 
in

 m
ill

io
ns

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2020 2021
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

450
480

520
560

600
650

710
750

4

Number of people with myopia in China in selected years from 2012 to 
2021 (in millions)
Number of people with myopia in China 2012-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1190679/china-number-of-people-with-myopia


Description: In 2022, 53.6 percent of all Chinese children and adolescents were suffering from short-sightedness. The prevalence of myopia was strongly linked to the children's education level. While less than 15 percent of six-year-olds had the condition, one in three 
primary school pupils and four in five high school students were short-sighted. Although myopia is hard to prevent, spending more time outdoors can help stop it from getting worse. However, with a highly competitive education system, [...] Read more
Note(s): China; 2022
Source(s): NHC; Xinhua News Agency 
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Prevalence of short-sightedness among children and adolescents in China 
in 2022, by education level
Share of children and adolescents with myopia in China 2022, by education level

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1309613/china-myopia-prevalence-among-young-people-by-education-level


Description: In 2021, around 110 million Chinese children and adolescents suffered from short-sightedness, making up nearly 53 percent of the total population. The prevalence of myopia was strongly linked to the children's education level, with less than 15 percent 
of six-year-olds having the condition and four in five high school students. Despite this, given the growing awareness of the significance of eye health, the number of children with myopia in China is projected to drop to less than 97 million [...] Read more
Note(s): China; 2021; * Estimate. Read more
Source(s): Eastmoney.com; National Bureau of Statistics of China; NHC; Topsperity Securities 
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Population of children and adolescents with short-sightedness in China in 
2021 with estimates until 2030, by age group (in millions)
Population of children and adolescents with myopia in China 2021-2030, by age group

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1420560/china-forecasted-myopia-population-among-young-people-by-age-group
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1420560/china-forecasted-myopia-population-among-young-people-by-age-group


Production of eyewear
CHAPTER 02



Description: In the first half of 2023, China had 481 eyewear-producing companies above designated sizes. In that period, China manufactured approximately 460 million pairs of eyeglasses. Read more
Note(s): China; 2020 to H1 2023
Source(s): China Optometric and Optical Association; People's Daily 
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Number of eyewear manufacturing enterprises above designated size in 
China from 2020 to 1st half of 2023
Number of eyewear manufacturing companies in China 2020-H1 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421044/china-number-of-eyewear-manufacturers


Description: In 2022, China produced approximately 915 million pairs of eyeglasses, up slightly from 885 million the previous year. During the past few years, China has seen steady growth in its eyewear production. Read more
Note(s): China; 2016 to 2022
Source(s): gonyn.com; Sohu;  estimates 
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Production volume of eyeglasses in China from 2016 to 2022 (in million 
pairs)
Production volume of spectacles in China 2016-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421630/china-production-volume-of-eyeglasses


Description: China's annual production of spectacle frames surpassed 905 million units in 2020, well over 60 million more units compared to 2019. During the past few years, China has experienced steady growth in the production of eyewear frames. Read more
Note(s): China; 2013 to 2020
Source(s): Huaon.com 
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Annual production volume of eyewear frames in China from 2013 to 2020 
(in million units)
Production volume of spectacle frames in China 2013-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1418610/china-production-volume-of-eyewear-frames


Description: China's annual production of contact lenses surpassed 1.3 billion pieces in 2020, showing steady growth compared to the year prior. Contact lenses are increasingly popular in China due to their convenience. Read more
Note(s): China; 2015 to 2020
Source(s): chyxx.com 
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Annual production volume of contact lenses in China from 2015 to 2020 
(in million pieces)
Production volume of contact lenses in China 2015-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421031/china-production-volume-of-contact-lenses


Retail sales of eyewear
CHAPTER 03



Description: In 2022, the retail market size of eyeglasses in China reached 77.7 billion yuan. The market is estimated to grow steadily in the next years and surpass 120 billion yuan in 2026. Read more
Note(s): China; 2019 to 2022; * Estimate. One yuan equals 0.14 U.S. dollars and 0.13 euros (as of October 2023). Read more
Source(s): iResearch 
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Value of eyewear retail market in China from 2019 to 2022 with estimates 
until 2026 (in billion yuan)
Eyewear retail market size in China 2019-2026

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1277326/china-retail-value-of-eyeglasses
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1277326/china-retail-value-of-eyeglasses


Description: In 2022, spectacle lenses accounted for around 43.7 percent of the eyewear market in China. Meanwhile, sunglasses made up about 8.2 percent of China's total eyeglasses and lenses market. Read more
Note(s): China; 2022
Source(s): iResearch 
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Distribution of eyewear market in China in 2022, by type of product
Share of eyewear market in China 2022, by product

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1282074/china-breakdown-of-eyeglasses-market-by-type


Description: In 2022, the retail market size of eyeglass lenses in China reached 34 billion yuan. The market is estimated to grow steadily in the next years and surpass 57 billion yuan in 2026. Read more
Note(s): China; 2019 to 2022; * Estimate. One yuan equals 0.14 U.S. dollars and 0.13 euros (as of October 2023). Read more
Source(s): iResearch 
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Value of spectacle lens retail market in China from 2019 to 2022 with 
estimates until 2026 (in billion yuan)
Eyeglass lens retail market size in China 2019-2026

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1282076/china-retail-value-of-spectacle-lenses
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1282076/china-retail-value-of-spectacle-lenses


Description: In 2022, the retail market size of eyeglass frames in China reached 27.8 billion yuan. The market is estimated to grow steadily in the upcoming years and surpass 39 billion yuan in 2026. Read more
Note(s): China; 2020 to 2022; * Estimate. One yuan equals 0.14 U.S. dollars and 0.13 euros (as of October 2023). Read more
Source(s): iResearch 
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Value of eyeglass frame retail market in China from 2020 to 2022 with 
estimates until 2026 (in billion yuan)
Eyewear frame retail market size in China 2020-2026

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1420742/china-retail-value-of-eyeglass-frames
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1420742/china-retail-value-of-eyeglass-frames
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