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Writing Competitions
Do you have a desire to express your unique thoughts? Are you dreaming of seeing your works
published? Here is a list of ongoing writing competitions for your choice. Please bear in mind that
contests with smaller prizes attract fewer entries and are therefore easier to win. Best of luck in the

competitions!

Hour of Writing Competition

To enter this weekly contest from Manchester, you submit a piece of writing of any type
you choose, as long as it is created by yourself, running to no more than 2,000 words. There is a
different theme every week.

Closing: 11 pm every Friday

Prize: $50

Entry Fee: $3

Writers of the Future Competition

This US contest is open worldwide and is for short stories of up to 17,000 words. They
should be science fiction or fantasy with fantastic elements. Your story will be disqualified once
copying is detected.

Closing: Quarterly

Prize: $1,000, $750, $500

Entry Fee: None

The 6th Annual Poetry Competition

This contest organized by The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund may remind you of a strong
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alcoholic drink whisky. Actually, it’s all about raising funds for an animal reserve in Kent, a
county in southeast England. Entry fees will be used to improve animals’ living conditions.
Welcome original poems of up to 40 lines on any topic.

Closing: May 31st, 2023

Prize: 1st—$200 2nd—$100 3rd—3$75

Entry Fee: $5

Canterbury Poet of the Year Competition

It’s back again: the annual international poetry contest from Canterbury Festival. As usual,
it 1s for poems of up to 60 lines. Make sure your poems are original.

Closing: June 1st, 2023

Prize: $200, $100, $50. All longlisted entries (approximately 35) will be published.

Entry Fee: $5

1. Which competition is easier for a contestant to win a prize?
A. Hour of Writing Competition.
B. Writers of the Future Competition.
C. The 6th Annual Poetry Competition.
D. Canterbury Poet of the Year Competition.
2. What’s the purpose of holding The 6th Annual Poetry Competition?
A. To advertise a drink. B. To raise money for a reserve.
C. To improve conditions in Kent. D. To appeal to government for support.
3. What do the four competitions have in common?
A. They charge entry fees. B. They stress originality.
C. They are held annually. D. They have specific themes.
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In December, the intense cold turns dripping water into ice within seconds. Yet, 63-year-old
Ren Jianguo gets up early before 5 am every morning to sprinkle (#{) 150 kilograms of corn on the
river banks to make sure thousands of migratory birds have enough energy to make it through the
winter. Over the past 26 years, Ren has been one of many volunteers protecting migratory birds on
Changbai Island, where local residents label him as “Uncle Bird”.

For Ren himself, a cottage near the riverbank has almost become his “second home”, a place
from which he can observe the dynamics of the birds, provide help for injured birds, educate the
public about bird conservation and, after a long day of work, light a fire and enjoy a warm meal.

Wainter is the busiest time for Uncle Bird. When the harsh season makes it difficult for birds to find
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food, he calls for donations or sometimes even pays for the food himself to guarantee their survival
during the winter. “I simply want this to be a warm and welcoming place for birds when they choose
to stay here for a temporary rest,” he said.

A report in 2021 shows that many migratory birds have changed their habit of just passing
through China as they head to the Pacific Ocean or South Asia for the winter. Instead, more and
more are choosing to spend winter within China’s wetlands. However, when Ren settled in the city
in the 1990s, only hundreds of migratory birds would come every winter. Since then, China has
stepped up protection of wetlands and nature reserves by introducing new regulations and high
technology.

“Thirty years ago, it was impossible to see more than 8,000 birds together in the urban area.
But now, thousands of the birds attract an increasing number of tourists every year. As long as they
choose to stay in this city, there should be people to take care of them. However tough it is, I will
stick to my choice and try to raise public awareness,” Ren said.

4. Why is winter the busiest time for Mr. Ren?

A. He has to receive more tourists. B. He must treat more injured birds.

C. He needs to feed more migratory birds. D. He is more engaged in observing birds.

5. What causes the change in the birds’ migrating habit according to the text?

A. Long distance. B. High technology.

C. Food shortage. D. Improved environment.

6. Which can be a suitable title for the text?

A. Migratory Birds Boost Tourism

B. “Uncle Bird” Devoted to Bird Protection

C. Great Achievements in Wildlife Protection

D. Environmental Impacts on Bird Migration
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Do you know that it only takes an algorithm (% %) to turn you into a Pablo Picasso? All you
need to do is follow three simple steps: choose, provide and create. To be more specific, choose an
Al Art Generator, provide the generator with your preferred requirement and hit the “create” button.
Even ordinary people without any painting skills can do it well.

Chinese netizens have been amazed and amused by the results created by Al art generators.
Some platforms providing Al painting services gained more than 600,000 users in a single day in
November, with people aged 25 and under accounting for more than 60% of new users.

Jia Yunfan, a 26-year-old digital artist, has been embracing the novel Al movement. He said,
“I was trained as an oil painter ever since I was young. But canvas (& [ 77 ) and the realistic style
are just too classic and I used to be only defined as a painter. Newly emerged art forms like Al
paintings can help artists reach global audiences and broaden their artistic field.” An illustrator
Huang Ge from Shanghai said illustrators need time to create and they are expensive to hire, but
with Al tools, hundreds of pictures can be generated every day.

However, the trend has again caused some panic about whether Al i1s gradually replacing

human beings. “Art’s values lie not only in representation but also the artist’s mind and emotional
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contributions. Yet this is lacking in Al art. The warmth and inspiration in human’s creations are
irreplaceable,” Ding Daoshi, an analyst said.

A more urgent issue is that there is no consensus of the ownership of Al art. Some users have
openly sold some Al paintings and have earned money, but it is still a gray area about whether these
artworks belong to users, the digital tool developers or even the Al itself.

Ding noted that the various sides should get together to debate the issue and come up with
some accepted regulations as soon as possible because Al is already sticking deeply into every
aspect of the lives of human beings.

L T2&AMAA)

7. What is the first paragraph mainly about?

A. The development of Al paintings.

B. The classification of Al artworks.

C. The popularity of digital paintings.

D. The procedure in creating Al artworks.

8. Why does Jia Yunfan welcome the new Al trend?

A. It promotes his art career. B. It reduces his cost in creation.

C. It maintains his painting style. D. It improves his work efficiency.

9. What does the underlined word “consensus” mean in paragraph 5?

A. Complaint. B. Result.

C. Agreement. D. Discussion.

10. What problem remains to be solved in the future?

A. Who owns the copyright of Al art.

B. What to do to ensure the quality of Al artworks.

C. How to tell human’s creations from Al paintings.

D. Whether Al paintings can replace traditional paintings.

L T2 BFAAA)

11. How do people create Al artworks?

12. Who are the major new users of the Al painting services?
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13. What can’t be replaced by Al art according to Ding Daoshi?

14. What does paragraph 5 mainly talk about?

(% £J7.D 8A 9.C 10.A

11. By following three simple steps: choose, provide and create.

12. People aged 25 and under.

13. The warmth and inspiration in human’s creations.

14. Different opinions on the ownership of Al art.
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Inner beauty is very important, but external beauty also plays a part in the image we present to
the world. One of the problems that damage our image is weight gain. According to a research, most
of our weight is gained over the holiday season. It’s a time when family and friends gather to enjoy

each other’s company. 15 No wonder maintaining a healthy weight can present even more

challenges.
Does that mean we are bound to see a bigger number when we stand on the scale () in January?

16 Study shows you can keep to your meal routines, choose low-fat foods when it is

possible and walk off the weight. Here are a few more tips to help you keep your weight in check

without sacrificing your holiday traditions.



sugar-free gum while preparing the meal, or have a small snack before you start cooking. For the

meal, serve rawer vegetables and yogurt-based dips to start the event. 17

It’s a good idea to mark all the holiday events you’ll be attending on your calendar so that
you’ll remember to plan ahead. If the meal is not at your home, eat lighter on the day of the event.

18 If the event is in the evening, have a healthy breakfast and satisfying lunch, with a light

snack before the event to avoid overeating later.

19 For example, take a walk or meet up to see holiday lights, or attend a holiday

concert or show. Catch up with a friend over a film instead of meeting for a coffee. Just explore
things that you all enjoy doing.

Making an effort with your weight helps you keep a healthy life and boost your confidence.
Although preventing weight gain over the holidays can be a challenge, it is possible. So next time,
try the above.

A. Serve plenty of fresh fruit to finish.

B. How much exercise can burn off this energy?

C. And certainly, tasting delicious food is a must.

D. Or can we keep the holiday weight gain at bay?

E. Start new traditions that are not centered on food.

F. Here are some tips that ensure you look good inside out.

G. It can help balance the possible extra calories at the party.
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