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Student population

CHAPTER 01



Description: In 2023/2024, more than 2.9 million students were enrolled in a higher education structure in France. Since 1980, the number of students has more than doubled. That year there were more than 1.18 million students in higher education in the country, 
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Read more
Note(s): France; 1980 to 2024; Metropolitan France and overseas; * Provisional data. Figures for the years 2005 to 2023 were previously published by the source. Read more
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Number of students registered in higher education in France between 
1980 and 2024 (in 1,000s)
Number of students enrolled in higher education in France 1980-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/779600/number-of-higher-education-students-schools-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/779600/number-of-higher-education-students-schools-france


Description: During the 2023/2024 academic year in France, the majority of students enrolled at university were following a degree course in Art and Humanities. There were more than 499,000 individuals studying areas as diverse as archaeology, philosophy, history, 
or literature. Read more
Note(s): France; 2023/2024
Source(s): �,�����������-�����
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Total number of students registered at university in France for the 
academic year 2023/2024, by degree course
Total number of students at university in France 2023/2024, by degree course

http://www.statista.com/statistics/461024/number-students-degree-france


Description: Nearly three million people were enrolled in a higher education institute in France for the 2023/2024 academic year. University students represented more than half of the student population in France. Engineering and business schools had between 
174,000 and 250,000 students in their classrooms. Read more
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Distribution of students enrolled in higher education institutions in France 
during 2023/2024 academic year, by type of institution
Students enrolled in higher education in France 2023/2024, by institution type

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1047897/enrolment-higher-education-france-by-type-institution
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1047897/enrolment-higher-education-france-by-type-institution


Description: Since 2007, the total number of college graduates has increased year by year until 2022. The number of master's degree holders increased from 94,000 to 144,000 during this period. Read more
Note(s): France; 2007 to 2022
Source(s): �,�����������-�����
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Number of bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees awarded by year in 
France from 2007 to 2022 (in 1,000s)
Number of bachelor's, master's and PhDs degrees awarded in France 2007-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224724/number-graduates-bachelor-master-phd-france


Description: Since 2006, the share of French people aged 25 and over with tertiary or upper secondary education has been increasing year by year until 2022. In 2006, 67 percent were in higher education, this rate has risen to 83.3 percent in 2022. Read more
Note(s): France; 2006 to 2022; 25 years and older; * Break in time series. ** Including respondents with upper secondary, post secondary non-tertiary and tertiary education (level 3-8). The source adds the following information: "The educational [...] Read more
Source(s): Eurostat 
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Share of those aged 25 and over with upper secondary or tertiary 
education attainment in France from 2006 to 2022
Adults with upper secondary or tertiary education attainment in France 2006-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/434842/france-adults-with-upper-secondary-or-tertiary-education-attainment
http://www.statista.com/statistics/434842/france-adults-with-upper-secondary-or-tertiary-education-attainment


Description: This statistic shows the distribution of foreign students in higher education institutions in France during the 2023/2024 academic year, by geographical origins. With more than 25 percent, the majority of foreign students in France came from Africa, 
followed by students from Maghreb. Read more
Note(s): France; 2023-2024; metropolitan France and French overseas departments; public and private structures; * Including paramedical and social trainings, as well as structures under the Ministry of Agriculture's responsibility., for which there [...] Read more
Source(s): �,�����������-�����
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Distribution of foreign students in higher education institutions in France 
during the academic year 2023-2024, by area of origin
Distribution of foreign students in France 2023-2024, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/461298/geographical-origins-foreign-students-higher-education-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/461298/geographical-origins-foreign-students-higher-education-france


Description: In 2023, Business, Management, Sales, and Accounting were the fields of study with the highest proportion of international students. Foreign students in these degree courses represented more than 20 percent of students, followed by university degrees, 
12.9 percent of which were taken by international students. Read more
Note(s): France; 2023; Metropolitan France and overseas; * Set of non-university engineering courses ** Including high schools of architecture, journalism and communication. *** Includes private universities, paramedical and social schools, ENS [...] Read more
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Share of foreign students enrolled in higher education in France in 2023, 
by type of degree course
Foreign students in higher education in France 2023, by degree course

http://www.statista.com/statistics/780932/share-foreign-students-by-degree-course-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/780932/share-foreign-students-by-degree-course-france


Higher education programs

CHAPTER 02



Description: In 2023, approximately 143,100 students were pursuing a University Diploma of Technology (DUT) in France. Since the year 2020, the number of students in this specific career kept decreasing but sharply increased in 2023, the number of DUT students 
almost tripled compared to its 1980 level. Read more
Note(s): France; 1980 to 2023; Metropolitan France and oversea departments; *Provisional data. From 2011 onwards, the island of Mayotte is included in the data. The university diploma in technology (DUT) is a professional training course in two [...] Read more
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Number of students enrolled in a university institute of technology (IUT) in 
France from 1980 to 2023 (in 1,000s)
Number of students pursuing a diploma in technology in France 1980-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1087492/number-of-dut-students-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1087492/number-of-dut-students-france


Description: In 2023, there were approximately 174,000 students enrolled in engineering training institutions. This represented a decrease compared to the previous year. However, since 2000, the number of engineering students almost doubled. Read more
Note(s): France; 1980; 1990 ; 2000; 2005; 2010; 2011; 2013 to 2023; Metropolitan France and DOM
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
�,�����������-�����
�	���
���.�/�	���������������
���������������������
�	���
���0�������������������������
�������1�����������
�����
�	���
�����
�2�����������������


N
um

be
r 

of
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

in
 th

ou
sa

nd
s

1980 1990 2000 2005 2010 2011 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

40

57.7

96.6
104.4

122
130.4

137.3 141.5
146.4

152.5
158.8

164.2 167.6 171.8 176 177.6 174

13

Number of students enrolled in engineering training institutions (including 
partnerships) in France from 1980 to 2023 (in thousands)
Number of students enrolled in engineering courses in France 1980-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1086160/number-of-engineering-students-france


Description: In France, in 2023, there were around 250,000 students enrolled in a degree in business, management, or accounting, and sales. This figure has been almost constantly progressing since 1980 when almost 16,000 students were enrolled at business 
schools in France. Nevertheless, this figure had almost tripled in 1990, with around 46,000 students. Read more
Note(s): France; 1980 ; 1990 ; 2000 ; 2005 ; 2010 ; 2011 ; 2013 to 2023; Metropolitan France and overseas
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Number of students enrolled in business, management, accounting and 
sales degree courses in France from 1980 to 2023 (in 1,000s)
Number of students in business, management and accounting schools in France 1980-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/781515/number-students-business-schools-france


Description: French paramedical and social schools counted a total of more than 154,000 students in their ranks in 2023. This figure had oscillated from 2005 to 2023, between 131,000 to around 154,000 students. Read more
Note(s): France; 1980 ; 1990 ; 2000 ; 2005 ; 2010 ; 2011 ; 2013 to 2023; Metropolitan France and overseas; *Provisional data. As of 2011, the island of Mayotte is included in the data. The source adds the following information: "Excluding BTS." [...] Read more
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Number of students enrolled in paramedical and social schools in France 
from 1980 to 2023 (in 1,000s)
Number of students in paramedical and social schools in France 1980-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224125/students-enrolled-at-paramedical-social-schools-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224125/students-enrolled-at-paramedical-social-schools-france
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Distribution of students in their first year of Higher School Preparatory Classes in 
France during the 2023/2024 academic year, by educational background and course
Students in the 1st year of CPGE France in 2023/2024, by background and course

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1089620/cpge-educational-background-students-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1089620/cpge-educational-background-students-france


Higher education institutions 
and state expenditure

CHAPTER 03



Description: In 2023, there were ten fewer universities in France than in 2005. Indeed, the number of universities decreased between 2005 and 2017, from 81 to 68, but then increased slightly, reaching 71 in 2019.In 2023, only Paris Saclay University was part of the 
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) made by the Shanghai Ranking Consultancy group. Read more
Note(s): France; 2005 to 2023
Source(s): �)���*�*�+�
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Evolution of the number of universities in France from 2005 to 2023
Number of universities in France 2005-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1337133/number-universities-france


Description: In 2023, the French state spent an average of 13,060 euros per student enrolled in higher education. This figure slightly decreased when compared to 2014, that year the state spent almost 13,950 euros per student. Read more
Note(s): France; 1980 to 2023; *Provisional data Read more
Source(s): Insee 
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Average state spending per student in higher education in France from 
1980 to 2023 (in euros per student)
Average public expenditure per student in higher education in France 1980-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224436/average-public-expenditure-per-student-france
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224436/average-public-expenditure-per-student-france


Description: The Ministry of Education was the main funder of higher education in France in 2022. The payments allocated by the ministry amounted to more than 17 billion euros that year. Households, notably through tuition fees, were the third largest funders of 
higher education. Businesses and private funders also invested in higher education in France, with a total spending of about 7.1 billion euros. Read more
Note(s): France; 2022
Source(s): �,�����������-�����
�	���
���.�/�	���������������
���������������������
�	���
���0�������������������������
�������1�����������
�����
�	���
�����
�2�����������������


S
pe

nd
in

g 
in

 m
ill

io
n 

eu
ro

s

Ministry of Education Companies and other 
private funders

Household Other ministries Local authorities Other public institutions
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

20,000

17,464

7,085

4,363

2,756 2,730

1,297

20

Amount of funding in higher education in France in 2022, by type of 
funder (in million euros)
Spending by funders in higher education in France 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1224438/spending-by-funders-in-higher-education-in-france
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