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Abstract

Beowulf is a Germanic national epic with many elements of Christian culture,
and also the most complete and excellent epic in early medieval Europe. Now, the
research about Beowulf is very extensive. However, there are few researches on the
image of giant in Beowulf. In fact, Beowulf has a profound influence on the national
spirit of Britain. In particular, the image of Grendel, the giant of Beowulf, has no less
influence on the national spirit of British than the hero Beowulf. Meanwhile, the
image of giant is closely related to Goliath in the Bible. The story of Beowulf and the
giant should be a variation of the story of David and Goliath. In a sense, the giant in
Beowulf and Goliath in the Bible play the role of moral foundation. It is of great
significance to study the relationship between the two.

Based on the study of the image of the giant in Beowulf, it will discuss the
relationship between the national epic Beowulf and the British nationality. The
national epic Beowulf came into being at the time of the formation of the British
nation, which also promoted the development of the British national spirit. The image
of giant provides common moral standards for the Anglo Saxons. At the same time, it
also urged later British people to struggle for this standard and improve their moral
state. The British can take this opportunity to move from barbarism to civilization and

realize the development of nationality.
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