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Less on 1 A private con versation FANRIE

Lastweek | wenttothe theatre. | had avery good seat. The play was very
interesting. | did not enjoy it. Ayoung man and a young woman were sitting behind
me. They were talking loudly. | got very angry. | could not hear the actors. | turned round. | looked at the man
and the woman angrily. They did not pay any attention.

Intheend, | could notbearit. Iturnedround again. " lcan ' thear aword!’

| said an grily. " It snoneofyourbusiness,’ theyoung man said rudely.” This

is aprivate conversation!

Lesson 2 Breakfast or lun ch BEALREZFE

ltwas Sunday. | never getup early on Sun days. | sometimes stay in bed un til
lunch time.

Last Sun day | got up very late. | looked out of the win dow. It was dark outside.

" Whataday!' Ithought.” It" srainingagain. " Just the n, the teleph one
rang. ltwas my auntLucy. |’ vejustarrived bytrain,” shesaid.” |’ mcomingtoseeyou.” ' Butl
" m still having breakfast, " | said.

" What are you doing * she asked. " |’ m having breakfast, ' | repeated.

"Dearme,  shesaid.” Do youalways getup so late It " soneo’ clock!"’

Less on 3 Please send me a card HAERET—KAGER

Postcards always spoil my holidays. Last summer, | wentto Italy. | visited
museums and sat in public garde ns. A frien dly waiter taught me a few words of Italian.

" Thenhelentmeabook. Iread afewlines, but | did notunderstand a

word. Every day | thought about postcards. My holidays passed quickly, but | did not

send any cardstomyfriends. Onthelastday | made abigdecision.|gotup
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early and bought thirty-seve n cards. | spe nt the whole day in my room, but | did not

write a sin gle card!

Less on 4 An exciting trip A NDRIRTT

| have justreceived a letter from my brother, Tim. He is in Australia. He has bee n there for six mon
ths. Timisanengineer. He iswork ing forabig firm and he has already visited a great nu mber ofdiffere nt
placesinAustralia. He hasjustboughtan Australian carand has goneto Alice Springs, a small tow nin the
centre of Australia. He will soon visit Darwin. From there, he will fly to Perth.

Mybrother has never been abroad before, so he is finding this trip very exciting.

Lesson5Nowrongnumbers  E4ESZ2E

MrJames Scotthas agarage in Silbury and now he has justboughtanothergarage in Pin hurst.
Pin hurstis only five miles from Silbury, but Mr Scott cannot get a teleph one for his new garage, so he has
justboughttwelve pigeons. Yesterday, apige on carried the firstmessage fromPinhurstto Silbury. The
bird coveredthedistaneeinthree minutes. Uptonow, MrScotthas sentagreatmany requestsforspare

partsand otherurge ntmessagesfromone garage tothe other. | nthisway, he has begu n his own

private telepho neservice.

Lesson 6 Percy Butt ons 107 B

| have justmovedtoahousein Bridge Street. Yesterday abeggarkn ocked at my door. He asked me
foramealandaglassofbeer. | nreturnforthis, the beggarstood on hisheadand sang songs.lgavehima
meal. He atethefoodanddrankthe beer. Thenhe putapiece ofcheeseinhis pocketandwentaway.Later
aneighbourtoldmeabouthim. Everybodyknowshim. Hisnameis PercyButtons. He callsateveryhouse

inthe streetonceamonthandalwaysasksforamealanda glass of beer.

Lesson 7 Too late FIBT ARG

The plane was late and detectives were waiting at the airport all morning. They were expecting a
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valuable parcel of diamond from South Africa. Afew hours earlier, some one had told the police that thieves
would try to steal the diam on ds. When the

pla ne arrived, some of the detectives were waiti ng in side the main buildi ng while

otherswere waitingonthe airfield. Two mentook the parcel offthe plane and carrieditintothe Customs
House. While two detectives were keeping guard atthe door, two others openedthe parcel. To their surprise,

the precious parcel was full of stones and sand!

Lesson 8 The best and the worst = IFRIFNEx E /Y

Joe Sanders has the most beautiful gardenin ourtown. Nearly everybody entersfor’ The Nicest

Garden Competition’ eachyear, butJoewinseverytime.BillFrith’ sgardenislargerthan Joe ' s. Bill

works harder than Joe and grows more flowers

andvegetables,butJoe’ sgardenis moreinteresting. He has made neat paths and has builta wooden

bridge overapool.llike garde nstoo, butldonotlike hardwork. Everyyear|enterforthe garden

competition too, and | always win a little prize for the worst garde n in the tow n!

Less on 9 A cold welcome Jerpte:)

OnWednesday evening, we went to the Town Hall. It was the last day of the year and a large crowd of

people had gathered under the Town Hall clock. It would strike twelve in twenty minutes’ time. Fifteen

minutes passed and then, at five to twelve, the clock stopped. The big minute hand did not move. Wewaited

and waited, but nothing happe ned. Sudde nly some one shouted, " It" stwo minutes pasttwelve! The

clock has stopped! ' |looked at my watch. Itwas true. The big clock refused to welcome the New Year.

Atthat mome nteverybody bega nto laugh and sing.

Lesson 10 Not for jazz TEFERBLR

Wehave an old musical instrument. Itis called a clavichord ( %) .Itwas made

inGermanyin 1681. Ourclavichordis keptintheliving-room. It has belong to our family

for a long time. The instrument was bought by my grandfather many years ago. Recently it was
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damaged by a visitor. She tried to play jazz on it! She struck the
keys too hard and two of the strings were broken. My father was shocked. Nowwe are not allowed to touchit. It

isbeingrepairedbyafriend of myfather s,

Less on 11 One good turn deserves ano ther L 1E 3k

| was hav ing dinner at a restaura nt whe n Harry Steele came in. Harry worked in

alawyer’ sofficeyearsago, butheisnowworkingatabank. He getsagood salary, buthe always borrows

money from his friends and n ever pays it back. Harry saw me and came and sat at the same table. He has n
ever borrowed money from me. While he

was eating, | asked himtolend me &2. Tomy surprise, he gave me the moneyimmediately. ' I have

never borrowed any money from you, = Harry said, * so now you can pay for my dinner! ’

Lesson 12 Goodbye and good luck B Ifl, — &I

Our n cighbour, Captai n Charles Aliso n, will sail from Portsmouth tomorrow. We shall

meet him at the harbour early in the morning. He will be in his small boat,

is a famous little boat. It has sailed across the Atlantic many times. Captain Alison will set out at eight o’

clock sowe shall have plenty oftime. We shall see his boat and the nwe shall say good-bye to him. He will
be away for two mon ths. Weare

very proud of him. He will take part in an important race across the Atlantic.

Lesson 13 The Gree nwood Boys  Zg#k/> 4

The Gree nwood Boys are agroup of popularsingers. Atprese nt, theyare visiting all
parts of the country. They will be arriving here tomorrow. They will be coming
by train and most of the young

people in the town will be meeting them at the station. Tomorrow evening they

will be singing atthe Workers* Club. The Greenwood Boys will be staying for five days. During this time,

they will give five performances. As usual, the police will have a difficult time. They will be trying
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tokeeporder.ltisalwaysthe sameontheseoccasions.

Lesson 14 Do you speak En glish {REPFEIENL

| had an amusing experience last year. After | had left a small village in the
south of Fran ce, | drove on to the n ext tow n. On the way, a young man waved to me.
| stopped and he asked me for a lift. As soon as he had got into the car, | said
good morning to himin French and he replied in the same language. Apart from a few words, | do not know any
French at all. Neither of us spoke duri ng the jour ney. |

had nearly reached the town, when the young man suddenly said, very slowly, " Do

you speak English = As | soon learnt, he was English himself!

Less on 15 Good n ews {£&

The secretary told methat Mr. Harmsworth would see me. | felt very nervous when.
| went into his office. He did not look up from his desk whe n | en tered. After |
hadsatdown, he saidthatbusinesswasverybad. Hetold methatthe firm could not
afford to pay such large salaries. Twenty people had already left. | knew that

myturnhad come.’ Mr.Harmsworth,’ |saidinaweakvoice.” Don'tinterrupt,

he Said. Then he smiled and told me | would receive an extra &100 a year!

Less on 16 A polite request WHEFALEX

If you park your car in the wrong place, a traffic policeman will soon find it.
You will be very lucky if he lets you go without a ticket. However, this does not

always happen. Traffic police are sometimes very polite. During a holiday in Sweden, | found this note on my

car: " Sir, we welcome you to our city. Thisis a “ No

Parking “area.You will enjoy your stay here if you pay attention to our street

sig ns. This note is only a remin der. " If you receive a request like this, you cannot
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fail to obey it!

Lesson 17 Alwaysyoung B ERIT

My aunt Jenniferis an actress. She mustbe atleast thirty-five years old. In
spite of this, she ofte nappears onthe stage as ayoung girl. Jenniferwill have to take
partinanew play soon. Thistime, she will be a girl of seve ntee n. Inthe
play,she mustappearinabrightreddressandlongblack stockings. Lastyearinanotherplay, she had to

wear short socks and a bright, oran ge-coloured dress. If anyone ever asked her how old she

is, she always answers, " My dear, it must be

terrible to be grow n up!”’

lesso n18 He ofte n does this! 2 FIXFhE !

After | had had lunch at a village inn, | looked for my bag. | had left it on

a chair beside the door and now it wasn " tthere ! As | was looking for it, the
inn-keeper camein. " Did you have agood meal ' he asked.’ Yes, thank you, " |

an swered, ' butlcan’ tpay the bill. | have n" t got mybag.” The inn- keeper smiled and

immediately went out. In a few minutes he returned with my bag and gave itbacktome.” |’ mvery sorry, ’

he said’ My dog had taken it into the garden. He often does this.’

Lesso n19Soldout ZEBRE5E

1B

The playmaybeginatany moment, | said.

It may have begu n already, " Susan answered.
" hurried to the ticket-office. ~ May | have two tickets please | asked.
"I msorry, we ' ve sold out,” the girl said.

What a pity! ° Susa n exclaimed.

Just then, a man hurried to the ticket-office.
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" Canlreturnthesetwotickets he asked.

" Certainly, " the girl said.
" Could | have those two tickets please " | asked.
"Certainly, * the girl said, * but they are for next Wednesday' s performanee.

"I mightas wellhave them, ' |said sadly.

Lesso n20 One manin a boat Yo 44 F Rt

Fishing is my favourite sport. | often fish for hours without eatehing anything.

Butthis does notworry me. Some fisherme nare uniueky .In stead of eatehingfish, they eateh old boots
andrubbish.lamevenlesslueky. | nevereatehanything-notevenold boots. Afterhaving spent whole

mornings on the river, | always go home with an empty bag.* You must give up fishing! * my friends say. "
It’ sawasteoftime.” Buttheydon' trealize one importantthing.l’ m not really interested in fishin g.

| am only in terested in sitti ng in a boat and doing nothing at all !

Lesson21Madornot RZRAZ2KT

Aeroplanes are slowly driving me mad. | live near an airport and passing planes
can be heard night and day. The airport was built during the war, but for some reason it eould not be used then.
Lastyear, however, iteame into use. Over a hundred people must have been driven away fromtheirhomesby
the noise.lamone ofthe few people left. Sometimes | think this house willbe kn ockeddownbyapassing
plane.lhave beenofferedalarge sumofmoneytogoaway, butlam determ ined to stay here.

Everybody says | must be mad and they are probably right.

Lesso n22 A glass en velope RIE(EE~T

My daughter, Jane, never dreamed of reeeiving a letter from a girl of her own
age in Holla nd. Last year, we were travelli ng aeross the Channel and Jane put a pieee of paper with hername

and addressonitintoabottle. She threwthe bottle intothe sea. She neverthoughtofit
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again,buttenmonthslater, shereeeivedaletterfromagirlin Holland. Both girlswrite toeach other regularly
now. However, they have decided to use the post-office. Letters will cost a litt1e more, but they will certa inly

travel faster.

Less on23 A new house 1 /&

| had a letter from my sister yesterday. She lives in Nigeria. In her letter,
she said that she would come to En gla nd n ext year. If she comes, she will get a
surprise. Weare now living ina beautiful new house in the country. Work on it had
begu n before my sister left. The house was completed five mon ths ago. In my letter, | told her that she
could stay with us. The house has many large rooms and there is alovely garde n. Itis a very moder n
house, so it looks stra nge to some people.

It must be the only modern house in the district.

Lesso n24 It could be worse REth 2z /FE

| entered the hotel manager " s office and sat down. | had just lost &50 and |
feltveryupset.’ |leftthe moneyin myroom,’ | said, " andit’ snottherenow.” Themanagerwas
sympathetic, but he could do nothing. " Everyone ' s losing money

these days, ' he said. He started to compla in about this wicked world but was

in terrupted by a knock at the door. A girl came inandputanenvelopeonhisdesk. It

contained &50. " | found this outside this gentleman’ sroom'she said.” Well,’

| saidtothe manager, " there is still some honesty in this world !
lesso n25 Do the En glish speak En glish HE AR EIEIL
| arrived in London at last. The railway station  was big, black and dark. | did

notknowthe waytomy hotel, solaskedaporter.|notonly spoke English very carefully, butvery clearly
as well. The porter, however, could not understand me;

| repeated my question several times and atlasthe understood. He answered me, but he spoke
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neither slowly norclearly. "l am a foreigner, ' | said. Then he spoke

slowly, butlcould notunderstand him. Myteacherneverspoke Englishlike that! The porterand| looked

ateachotherandsmiled. Then he said somethingandlunderstoodit.” You'llsoonlearn English! * he
said. | wonder. In England, each man speaks a different language. The English
understand each other, butldon "t

un dersta nd them ! Do they speak En glish

lesso n26 The best art critics RIEERTFIER

| aman art student and | paint a lot of pictures. Many people pretend that they understand modern art.

Theyalwaystellyouwhatapictureis’ about’ .Ofcourse, manypicturesarcnot’ about’ anything.

Theyarejustpretty patterns. Weliketheminthe same waythatwelike pretty

curtain material. | think that young children
often appreciate modern pictures betterthananyone else. Theynotice more. Mysister

isonly seven, butshe alwaystells me whethermy pictures are good or not. She cameinto myroom

yesterday.” Whatareyoudoing’ sheasked.’ |’ mhanging this pictureonthewall,” lanswered.

It" s anewone. Do you likeit’ She looked
atitcriticallyforamoment. " It’ sallright,” shesaid,  butisn’ tit

upside- down ' | looked at it again. She was right! It was!

Lesso n27 A wet night A&

Late inthe after noon, the boys put up theirtentinthe middle of afield. As soon as thiswas done,
they cooked a meal overan ope n fire. They were all hungry and the food smelt good. After a wonderful meal,
they told stories and sang songs by the camp fire. But some time later it bega n to rain. The boys felt tired
so they
pet out the fire and creptinto their tent. Their sleep in g-bags were warm and comfortable, so they all sleptsoun

dly.Inthe middle ofthe night, two boyswoke upand beganshouting. The tentwas full of

11
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water! They all leapt out of their sleep in g-bags and hurried outside. It was raining heavily and they found
thatastreamhadformedinthefield. The streamwoundits way acrossthefieldandthen flowed right un

der their tent!

Lesso n28 Noparking ZIt{EZ

Jasper White is one of those rare people who believes in ancient myths. He has
just bought a new house in the city, but ever since he moved in, he has hadtrouble
with motorists. whe nhe retur ns home at ni ght, he always finds that some on ehas parked a car outside

his gate. Because of this, he has not bee n able to get his own car

into hisgarage evenonce. Jasperhasputup’ NoParking' signsoutside his gate, butthese have not had

any effect. Now he has putan ugly stone head over the gate.

It is one of the ugliest faces | have ever seen. | asked him what it was and he told methat it was
Medusa, the Gorgon. Jasper hopes that she will turn motorists to stone. But none of them has bee n tur ned

to stone yet!

Lesso n29 TaxiltHFHS % !

CaptainBen Fawcetthasboughtanunusualtaxiandhasbegunanewservice.The' taxi’ isa small

Swissaeroplanecalleda’ PilatusPorter’ . Thiswonderful plane can carry seven passengers.

The most surprising thing about it, however, is that

it can land any where: on snow, water, or even on a ploughed field. Capta in Fawcett' s

first passenger was a doctor who flew from Birmingham to a lonely village in the

Welsh mountains. Since the n, Capta in Fawcett has flow n passe ngers to many unu sual places.

Once he lan ded on the roof of a block of flats and on ano ther occasi on, he lan ded in a deserted car park.
CaptainFawcetthasjustrefused a strange requestfromabusinessman. The manwantedto fly to Rockall,
a lonely isla nd in the Atla ntic Ocean, but Captain Fawcett did not take him because the trip was too

dangerous.

Lesso n30 Football or polo BBk A 27K EK

14



v1.0 AIREE RS

The Wayle is a small river that cuts across the park near my home. | like sitting
by the Wayle onfine afternoon s. It was warm last Sun day, so | wentand sat on the river bank as usual.
Some childre n were play ing games on the bank and there were some people rowing on the river. Suddenly,
one of the children kicked a ball very hard and it went towards a pass ing boat. Some people on the bank called
out to the man in the boat, but he did not hear them. The ball struck him so

hard that he nearly fell into the water. | turned to look at the children, but

thereweren "tanyin

sight: they had all run away! The man laughed whe n he realized what had happe ned. He

called out to the childre n and threw the ball back to the bank.

Lesso n31 Success story B IhE B S

Yesterday afternoon Fran k Hawk ins was telling meabout his experie nces as a young
man. Frankis now the head of a very large bus in ess company, butas a boy he used toworkina small
shop.ltwashisjobtorepairbicyclesandatthattime he usedtoworkfourteenhoursaday.He saved money
foryears andin 1938 he bought a smallwork-shop of his own. During the war Frank used to make spare
parts for aeroplanes. At that time he had two helpers. By the end of the war, the small work-shop had become
a large factory which employed seven hundred and twenty-eight

people. Franksmiled

whenherememberedhishardearly yearsandthelongroadtosuccess. Hewasstillsmilingwhen the

door ope ned and his wife came in. She wan ted him to repair their son’ s bicycle!

Lesson32 Shoppingmadeeasy WYL FEAE

People are notso hon est as they once were. The temptati onto steal is greater than ever before--
especiallyinlarge shops. A detective recently watched a
well-dressed womarwho always went into a large store on Mon day mornin gs. One Mon day, there were
fewer people inthe shop than usual when the woman came in, so it was easier for the detective to watch her.

The womanfirst bought a few small articles.

15
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Afteralittle time, she chose one of the most expensive dresses in the shop and han deditto an assistant
whowrappeditupforherasquickly as possible. Thenthe woman simplytookthe parcel and walked out of
the shop without pay ing. When she was arrested, the detective found out thatthe shop-assistant was her

daughter. The girl " gave ' her mother a free dress once a week !

lesso n33 Out of the dark ness MRS

Nearly a week passed before the girl was able to expla in what had happe ned to
her. One afternoon she set out from the coast i n a small boat and was caught in a storm. Towards
evening, the boat struck a rock and the girl jumped into the sea.
Then she swamto the shore after spending the whole night in the water. During that time she covered a
distanee of eight miles. Early next morning, she saw a lightahead. She knew she was n earthe shore
because the lightwas high up onthe cliffs. On arriving atthe shore, the girl struggled up the cliff towards
the light she had
see n. That was all she remembered. When she woke up a day later, she found herself in

hospital.

Lesso n34 Quick work  FHZE"#E”

Ted Robinson has been worried all the week. Last Tuesday he received a letter
fromthe local police. In the letter he was asked to call at the station. Ted wondered why he was wan ted by the
police, but he went to the stati on yesterday and now he is not worried any more. At the station, he wastold
by asmiling policeman that his bicycle had beenfound. Five days ago, the policeman told him, the bicycle
was picked up in a small village four hun dred miles away. Itis now being sent to his
home by train. Ted was most surprised whe n he heard the n ews. He was amused too, because he n ever

expected the bicycle to be foun d. It was stole n twenty years ago whe n Ted was a boy of fiftee n !

18
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Lesso n35 Stop thief! & !

Rov Trenton used to drive a taxi. A short while ago, however, he became a
bus-driver and he was not regretted it. He is finding his new work far more exciting. When he was drivi ng
along Catford Street recen tly, he saw two thieves rush out of
ashopandruntowardsawaiting car. One of them was carry ing a bag full of mon ey.
Roy acted quickly and drove the bus straight at the thieves. The one with the money got such afright that he
dropped the bag. As the thieves were trying to get away
intheir car, Roy drove his bus into the back of it. While the battered car was moving away, Roy stopped his

bus and telephoned the police. The thieves " car wasbadly

damaged and easytorecognize. Shortly afterwards, the police stopped the carand bothmenwere arrested.

Lesso n36 Across the Channel & & Bk

Erna Hart is going to swim across the English Channel tomorrow. She is going

tosetoutfromthe French coastatfiveo’ clockinthe morning. Ernaisonlyfourteenyearsoldand she

hopeslosetupanew worldrecord. Sheis a strong swimmerand many people feelthatshe is sureto

succeed.Erna’ sfatherwill setoutwith herinasmall boat. MrHarthas trained his daughter

foryears. Tomorrow he will be watch ing heran xiously as she swimsthe nd.  long dista nee to En gla

Erna intends to

take short rests every two hours. She willhave something todrink but she will  not
eatany solidfood. MostofErna’ s school friends will be waiting for her on the
English coast. Amongthem will be Erna’ smother,whoswamthe Channel herself when

she was a girl.

Lesson37 The Olympic Games BRI FRiEZNE

The Olympic Games willbe heldin our countryinfouryears " time. As agreat

19
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many people will be visiting the country, the government will be building new hotels,

animmense stadium, and afine new swimming pool.” They will also be building newroadsanda special

railway-line. The Games will be held just outside the capital and the whole area willbe called” Olympic City " .

Workers willhave completed the newroads by the end of this year. By the end of nextyear,they will have

finished
work on the new stadium. The fine moder n buildi ngs have bee n desig ned by Kurt Gun ter.
Everybody will be watch ing an xiously as the new buildi ngs go up. We are all very excited and are look ing

forward to the Olympic Games because they have n ever bee n held before in this country.

Lesson38 Everything exceptthe weather HEREREEE UXSK

My old friend, Harris on, had lived in the Mediterra nean for many years before

he returnedto England. He had often dreamed of retiring in England and had planned to settle down in the

country. He had no sooner returned than he bought a fine house

andwenttolivethere. Aimostimmediately he beganto complain about the weather,

foreventhoughitwasstillsummer, itrained continually anditwas often bitterly cold. Afterso many years of

sunshine, Harris on gota shock. He acted asifhe had neverlivedin England before .Inthe end, itwas

more tha n he could bear. He had hardly had time to settle down when he sold the house and leftthe country.
Thedream

he had had for so many years en ded there. Harris on had thought of everyth ing except the weather.

Lesso n39 Am | all right KEEER

While John Gilbert was in hospital, he asked his doctor to tell him whether his operati on had bee n
successful, butthe doctorrefusedto do so. The follow ing day, the patie ntasked fora bedside telephone.
When he was alone, he teleph oned the hospital exchange and asked for Doctor Millington. Whenthe

doctoransweredthephone,

Mr Gilbert  said he was inquiring about a certain patient, a Mr John Gilbert. He asked

ifMrGilbert’ soperationhadbeen successfulandthe doctortold himthatithadbeen. Hethen

23
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asked when Mr Gilbert would be allowed to go home and the doctor told him that he would have to stay in

hospital for another two weeks. Then Dr Millington asked the caller if he was a relative of the patient. ’

No,” the patient answered,” | am Mr John Gilbert.’

%

1)

Lesso n40 Food and talk HEE

Last week at a dinn er-party, the hostess asked me to sit n ext to Mrs Rumbold.
Mrs Rumbold was a large, un smiling lady in a tight black dress. She did not eve nlook up whe n | took my
seatbeside her. Hereyeswere fixed on herplate andinashorttime, shewasbusyeating.| tried to make

conversation.

" Anewplayiscomingto “ The Globe “ soon,’ Isaid.” Will you be seeingit’ " No,’

she answered. © Will you be spending your holidays abroad this year

| asked. " No, she answered.

" Will you be staying in England " lasked.” No,  sheanswered.

In despair, | asked her whether she was enjoying her dinner.

" Youngman, sheanswered,’ ifyouate moreandtalkedless, we would both

enjoy ourdinner!

lesson41 Do you call that a hat {RIB AR AL F 1

"Doyoucallthatahat’ Isaidtomywife.” Youneedn’' tbesorudeaboutit,” my

wife an swered as she looked at herselfin the mirror. | satdownonone

of those moder n chairs with holes in it and waited. We had bee n in the hat shop for half an hour and my wife

was still in front of the mirror.

" Wemustn' tbuythingswedon’ tneed,  |remarkedsuddenly.|regretted sayingitalmost

24
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at once.

" Youneedn’ thavesaidthat,” mywifeanswered.’ Ineednotremindyouof that

terrible tie you bought yesterday.

" | find it beautiful, " Isaid.” Amancanneverhavetoomanyties.” ’

And awomancan’ thavetoomany hats,” she answered.

Ten minutes later we walked out of the shop together. My wife was wearing a hat that looked like a

lighthouse !

Lesso n42 Not very musical FIERIEST R

As we had had a long walk through one of the markets of Old Delhi, we stopped
atasquare to have arest. After atime, we noticed a snake-charmer with two large baskets at the other
side of the square, so we went to have a look at him. As soon
as he saw us, he picked up along pipe which was covered with coins and ope ned one of the
baskets. Whenhe began to play a tune, we had our first glimpse of the snake.

It rose out of the basket and began to follow the movements of the pipe. We were

very much surprised whe n the sn ake charmer sudde nly bega n to play jazz tunes and

modern pop songs. The snake, however, continued to " dance’ slowly. Itobviously

could not tell the differe nee betwee n In dia n music and jazz!

Lesso n43 Over the South Pole KRR

In 1929, three years after his flight over the North Pole, the American explorer,
R. E. Byrd, successfully flew over the South Pole for the first time. Though, at
first, Byrd and his men were able to take a great many photographs of the mountains that lay below, they soon
ran into serious trouble. At one point, it seemed certain that their plane would crash. It could only get over the
mountains if it rose to

10,000 feet. Byrd at once ordered his men to throw out two heavy food sacks. The
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plane was then able to rise and it cleared the mountains by 400 feet. Byrd now knew that he would be able to
reach the South Pole which was 300 miles away, for there
were no more mountains in sight. The aircraft was able to fly over the endless white pla ins without

difficulty.

Less on44 Through the forest R FRAA

Mrs Anne Sterling  did not think of the risk she was taking when she ran through
aforestaftertwomen. They hadrushed uptoherwhile shewashavingapicnicatthe edge ofa forest with
her children and tried to steal her handbag. In the struggle, the strap broke and, with the bagintheirpossessi
on, both men started runningthroughthe trees. Mrs Sterling gotsoangry that she ran after them. She was
soon out of breath, but she con ti nued to run. When she caught up with them, she saw that they had sat down

and were going through the contents of the bag, so she ran

straightatthem. The men got such a fright that they dropped the bag and ran away. " The
strap needs mending, said Mrs Sterling later, " but they did not steal anything.’

Less on45 A clear con scie nee EIR )

The whole village soon learnt that a large sum of money had been lost. SamBenton,

the local butcher, had lost his wallet while taking his savings to the post-office. Sam was sure that the wallet
musthave bee nfound by one ofthe villagers, butitwas notreturnedto him. Three months passed, and the
n one morning, Sam found his wallet outside his front door. It had been wrapped up in newspaperand it

contained halfthe money he had lost, together with a note which said: " A thief,

yes, but

only50percentathiefl’” Twomonthslater,some more moneywassentto Samwithanothernote:” Only 25

percentathiefnow!’ Intime, allSam’ s money was paid back in thisway. The last note said: * lam 100

per cent hon est now!
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less on46 Expe nsive and un comfortable BX
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Whe n a pla ne from London arrived at Sydney airport, workers bega n to uni oad a

numberofwooden boxeswhich contained clothing. Noone could account for the fact
that one of the boxes was extremely heavy. It suddenly occurred to one of the workers to ope n up the box. He
was astoni shed atwhat he found. A man was lying in the box on top of a pile of woolle n goods. He was so
surprised at being discovered that he
did noteventry torun away. After he was arrested, the man admitted hiding in the box before the plane left
London. He had had a long and uncomfortable trip, for he
had bee n confined to the woode n box for overten hours. The manwas ordered to pay &345 for

the cost of the trip. The normal price of a ticket is &230 !

Lesso n47 A thirsty ghost F&;B #4557

Apublichouse whichwasrecently boughtby Mrlan Thompsonisupforsale. Mr
Thomps on is going to sell it because it is haun ted. He told me that he could not
goto sleep one night because he heard a strange noise coming from the bar. The next morning, he found
that the doors had bee n blocked by chairs and the furn iture had
been moved. Though Mr Thompson had turned the lights off before he went to bed, they were onin the
morning. He also said that he had found five empty whisky bottles
which the ghost must have drunk the night before. Whenl suggested that some villagers must have comein
forafreedrink, MrThomps onshook hishead. The villagers have told himthatthey will not accept the inn

even if he gives itaway.

Lesso n48 Did you want to tell me something {RAE Y F At 2 g

Dentists always ask questionswhenitisimpossible foryoutoanswer. My dentisthad just pulled out
one of myteethand hadtold metorestforawhile. Itried to say something, butmy mouth was full of cott on-

wool. He knew | collected birds

eggs and asked me whether my collection was growing. He then asked mehow my brother was and whether |

liked my new job in London. In answer to these questions | either nodded or made strange
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noises. Meanwhile, my tongue was busy searching out the hole where the tooth had been. | suddenly felt very
worried, but could not say anything. When the den tist at last removed the cott on-wool from my mouth, | was

able to tell him that he had pulled out the wrong tooth.

Less on49 The end of a dream EiF 444

Tired of sleeping on the floor, a young manin Teheran saved up foryearsto buya
real bed. Forthefirsttime in his life, he became the proud owner of abed which had
springs and a mattress. Because the weather was very hot, he carried the bed on to the roof
of his house. He slept very well for the first two ni ghts, but
onthethird night,a stormblew up. Agustofwind sweptthe bed offtheroofand sentit
crashing into the courtyard below. The young man did not wake up un til the bed had
struck the ground. Although the bed was smashed to pieces, the manwas
miraculously unhurt. Whenhe woke up, he was still on the mattress. Glancing at the bits of wood and metal
that lay around him, the man sadly picked up the mattress and carried itinto his house. After he had put it on

the floor, he promptly went to sleep aga in.

Less on50 Take n for a ride Fe =X

| love travellinginthe country, butldon "t like losing my way. | went on
an excurs ion recen tly, but my trip took me lon ger tha n | expected. to " I’ mgoing
Woodford Green, ' | said to the con ductoras | goton the bus, " but | don 't
know where itis.’ " 1" lltell you where to get off, " an swered the con ductor.

| sat in the front of the bus to get a good view of the countryside. After some time,
the bus stopped. Lookinground, Irealized withashockthatlwasthe only passe nger

left on the bus.

" You' Il have to get off here, ' the con ductor said. © This is as far as we go. ~ ' Is this

Woodford Gree n'l asked.” Oh dear,’ said the con ductor sudde nly.'
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