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1. How much will the woman lend to the man?
A. 3 dollars. B. 5 dollars. C. 8 dollars.
2. What will the man do in half an hour?
A. See a doctor. B. Deliver a speech. C. Take a break.
3. What did the man buy for his sister?
A. A shirt. B. Two novels. C. Some jewels.
4. Where will the speakers meet?
A. At the cinema. B. At the bus stop. C. At the bar.
5. What are the speakers mainly talking about?
A. The man’s barber.

B. The man’s hairstyle.

C The man’s workmates.
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6. What will the man do tonight?

A. Make some decorations for his son’s room.

B Celebrate his 11th wedding anniversary.

C. Celebrate his son's birthday.
7. What will the man get for free tonight?
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A. The local food. B. A cake. C. Soft drinks.
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8. How did the man feel about Mr. Brown’s lecture?

A. Inspiring. B. Boring. C. Informative.

9. What did the woman do while listening to Mr. Brown’s lecture?
A. She kept taking notes.

B. She took some photos.

C. She typed on a keyboard.

10. Why did the woman draw during the lecture?

A. It helped her kill time.

B. It helped her keep calm.

C. It helped her stay focused.
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11. Which is not very important for diving in the woman’s opinion?
A. Related experience. B. Expensive equipment. C. Great effort.
12. How did the woman learn diving?

A. She taught herself.

B. She joined in a course.

C. She learned from a friend.

13. What is the greatest benefit of diving according to the woman?
A. Releasing her stress.

B. Making her fitter and stronger.

C. Having chances to try new things.
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14. Who is Jeff?

A. Mandy’s sister. B. Laura’s friend. C. Kitty’s brother.
15. What is the fair this Sunday intended for?

A. Charity. B. Family get-together. C. Education.

16. What activity can people do at the fair?

A. Watching a movie.

B. Doing handwork.

C. Playing musical instruments.
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17. Who gave the idea of reopening the Megan Open-Air Swimming Pool?
A. The local people.

B. The officials in the City Council.

C. The workers in the SWDC.
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18. What is extraordinary about the new pool?

A Its geographical location.

B. Its heating system.

C. Its recycling system.

19. What is the local press worried about?

A. The capacity of the new pool.

B. The big cost of the rebuilding project.

C. The safety of the facilities.

20. What decision has not yet been made?

A. Who will announce the opening of the new pool.

B. Whose statue will be put at the entrance of the new pool.
C. When the new pool will be open to the public.
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After a long winter, spring is the ideal time for sightseeing and exploring London’s green
spaces.

1. Explore London’s parks and gardens

Spring time is one of the perfect times of year to explore London’s parks and gardens, when
the city’s plants are blooming. Go and admire the rainbow of azaleas (f1:f%4£) at Richmond Park
or hire a chair in St James’s Park with a view of Buckingham Palace.

2. Enjoy the entertainment at spring festivals

There are a good many festivals and events held in London throughout spring. Make the most
of the cultural exhibitions at the British Library Spring Festival, the Sundance Film Festival or the
London Literature Festival; head for Shakespeares Globe which hosts open-air Shakespeare
performances from late April to early October.

3. Get active

Warm weather means there’s no excuse for staying indoors, so go for a walking or cycling
tour of London. Alternatively, walk the Thames Walkway, which follows the river all the way
from central London to the countryside; make the most of London’s Boris Bikes which are
available for hire all around the city and are free of charge for the first half hour. If you’re really
looking for a challenge, take part in the famous London Marathon held annually in April.

4. Take to the waters

Whether cruising (i1T) along the Thames River, hiring a rowing boat in Hyde Park or riding
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a canal boat around Little Venice, there are lots of fun ways to get on the water in London.
Held every year since 1829, the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race allows teams from England’s
most famous universities to complete against each other, and draws huge crowds of watching
people.
1. Which of the following can you do in London’s parks?
A. You can see Buckingham Palace from St James’s Park.
B. You can use London’s Boris Bikes for free for a whole day.
C. You can watch outdoor Shakespeare performances.
D. You can enjoy the rainbow at Richmond Park.
2. What are you advised to do if you are interested in British culture?
A. Row a boat in Hyde Park. B. Attend the festivals in London.
C. Visit Richmond Park. D. Walk the Thames Walkway.
3. What is the author’s purpose in writing the text?
A. To compare tourist attractions in London.
B. To show the beauty of the spring in London.
C. To suggest ways to enjoy spring in London.
D. To stress the importance of exploring London.
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Once upon a time, a man was walking on a mountain when he found an incredible cave with
all kinds of treasure inside it. So he gave up his job, his home, and his friends, and spent all his
time guarding the cave.

He was so devoted to it that he hardly ate or drank, and before long he fell ill. One day, when
he could hardly move at all, he decided to share the treasure.

He crawled (JI€) into the cave to get a handful of jewels, but discovered, to his horror, that it
was empty except for a small emerald (% £7). The man took it and gave it to the first person to

come by, a woman.

Then an old man came by. “What bad luck!” the man said. “Just a moment ago I gave a
woman the last of the treasure I was guarding.”

“Are you sure there is nothing left?” the old man asked.

The man took him into the cave, where they found a box with jewels and some bags of gold.
The man was shocked, and the old man explained to him, “At last! At last someone has broken the
spell (JLIE) of this cave. This is the Cave of Treasure, and you’re the first to have passed its great
test. Many have devoted their lives to this cave, only to end up realizing there was nothing
here...”

“And why does this happen?” the man asked.

“This magic cave has only as many riches as your own heart. When someone discovers it, the
cave fills with the treasure they bring with them, but later, when they have devoted themselves to
guarding the treasure, their hearts become empty, as does the cave. The only way to fill it is by
filling your heart with all that is good, as you did by giving the woman that last jewel.”

From that day on, the man understood that it was better to share than to keep. Thanks to the
cave and the old man, he became noble and generous.

4. Why did the man give up his job, home and friends?

A. Because he possessed a variety of treasure.

B. Because he devoted himself to a great test.

C. Because he had to guard the treasure cave.

D. Because he wanted to find the treasure cave.

5. What did the man find when he showed the cave to the old man?

A. All kinds of treasure. B. A box with jewels and gold.
C. A small emerald. D. A handful of beautiful jewels.
6. What do we learn about the people who devoted their lives to the cave before?

A. They all found the cave empty at last.

B. The old man freed them from its spell.

C. They all filled the cave with the treasure they had.

D. They thought it was better to share.

7. What can we learn from the text?
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A. Different people have different views.

B. Treasure only belongs to those who possess it.

C. Some people never learn what is really valuable.

D. The quality of giving is real treasure.
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Millions of youngsters across Europe could suffer permanent hearing loss if they listen to
MP3 players at too high a volume for more than five hours a week, EU scientists warned Monday.

The scientists’ study, requested by the European Commission, argued against the concept of
“leisure noise,” saying children and teenagers should be protected from increasingly high sound
levels. “There has been increasing concern about exposure from the new generation of personal
music players which can reproduce sounds at very high volumes without loss of quality,” the
Commission, the EU’s executive department, said in a statement.

Risk for hearing damage depends on sound level and exposure time. However, more and
more young people have been exposed to the significant threat that leisure noise posed(i& fi%) to
hearing in the past decade. Commission experts estimate that between 50 and 100 million people
listen to portable ({##% 3 [1) music players on a daily basis. If they listened for only five hours a
week at more than 89 decibels (47 I1), they would already go beyond EU limits for noise allowed
in the workplace, they said. But if they listened for longer periods, they would risk permanent
hearing loss after five years.

The scientists calculated the number of people in that risk category at between 5 and 10
percent of listeners, meaning up to 10 million people in the European Union. Sales of personal
music players have increased in EU countries in recent years, particularly of MP3 players.
Commission experts estimate unit sales between 184 and 246 million for all portable audio
devices just over the last four years, of which MP3 players range between 124 and 165 million.

Loud mobile phones also came under fire. “I am concerned that so many young people who
are frequent users of personal music players and mobile phones at high volume levels, may be
unknowingly damaging their hearing,” said Meglena Kuneva, the EU’s consumer affairs official
in her statement.

8. What could cause hearing damage according to the text?

A. Increasing concern about personal music players.

B. The sales of all portable audio devices.

C. Sounds at very high volumes from music players.

D. The use of mobile phones of poor quality.

9. What is the safe way to use music players according to the experts?
A. Ban the use of portable music players.

B. Reduce the number of young users.

C. Never use personal music players in the workplace.
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D. Use music players by the limit of time and volume.

10. What is Meglena Kuneva’s attitude towards the frequent use of MP3 players?
A. Doubtful. B. Negative. C. Favorable.
Indifferent.
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11. What's the best title for the text?

A. Turn Your MP3 Players Down!

B. No More Sales, No More Threat!

C. Enjoy Music, Enjoy Life!

D. Fill in Your Leisure Time with Entertainment!
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A recent story in the Wall Street Journal newspaper looked at students who went to
celebrated universities such as Columbia and New York University, for advanced degrees in
subjects like art, film and even social work. Many of the students said they learned a lot. However,
when they graduated, they were deep in debt and did not think they would find work that would
let them pay back their loans.

Students said they spoke with Columbia about the high cost of advanced arts degrees but
never received a reasonable answer. Education experts say the school is very wealthy, with large
funds. The University, however, prefers to ask the students to pay the full cost.

Kevin Carey is a higher education expert for New America, a public policy research center.
He called master’s degrees “a scam” in a conversation. “Charging people a ton of money to go
into any artistic career is often super problematic,” he said.

Castillo is an actor in New York City. He earned an MFA from The Actors Studio in New
York City. Was his MFA worth the cost? “I do think it was worth it. I don’t put a price tag on my
education or my experience. I think it’s sort of unfortunate that so many people take education for
granted.” Castillo said students who are thinking about an advanced degree in art should be sure
they are doing it because they value the education, not because they want money or to be famous.

Plazinska is a filmmaker in New York City. She attended graduate school both at Baylor
University in Texas and at the University of Lowa. Arts graduate programs can help students meet
and make friends with fellow artists with whom they can work throughout their careers. For
school to be of value, students need to remember why they started making art in the beginning.
“It’s just for the pure pleasure of creating and fulfilling myself this way.”

12. What’s the problem for students in famous universities for art advanced degrees?

A. They can’t take loans. B. They can’t find any work.

C. They may be heavily in debt. D. They may drop out of university.
13. What does the underlined word “scam” in paragraph 3 mean?

A. Way. B. Trick. C. Skill. D. Game.
14. What does Castillo think of his MFA?

A. He thinks highly of it.

B. It’s a waste of money.

C. He takes it for granted.

D. It brings him fame and money.

15. What can we infer from the last two paragraphs?

A. Arts graduate programs ensure a promising future.

B. Students had better consider whether they can afford the fee.

C Arts graduate programs introduce celebrity artists to their students.

D. Students should stick to their original purposes while learning.
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