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Tired of the busy and chaotic life in Las Vegas, Nevada for nearly ten years, my family and I decided to slow
things down. We wanted to lead an environmental-friendly life.

None of us felt that this could be accomplished where we were living and we all agreed that a move to the
country would be great for everyone.

Before long we set about looking for a home in Yucca, Arizona, a very small town of less than 1,000 people.

When I called to inquire about the property, | was informed that there was no electricity available in the area. What?




No electricity? I almost denied the idea immediately. But what better way is there to go green? After giving it
a second thought, we decided to put in an offer and moved in on Thanksgiving Day.

When we first moved to the property, we did some remodeling (£ i% ) and stayed in our motor home. We
were confronted with real challenges at the time. But the frustrations just made us work harder. We slowly got
things fixed and moved into the house after 38 days.

While living here for the past four months has been a big adjustment, there are many benefits to living off the
grid (FE£%). I think one of the most educational lessons is teaching my kids the importance of conservation. They
used to take water, power and gas for granted. We started taking quicker showers, doing only full loads of laundry,
turning off the water while brushing our teeth. In addition, we are also trying to make other changes which include
reducing the amount of trash we generate by recycling, growing our own organic vegetables and re-purposing things
that we would normally throw.

Overall, going off the grid has been great for our family. I hope that once my kids move out of the house, they
will keep the habits that they have learned by living off the grid.

4. Why did the family move to a remote town?

A. Financial debt forced them to save more money.

B. Having a new lifestyle has become a trend.

C. They reached an agreement to lead a green life.

D. They got a discount on a property accidentally.

5. How did the author feel when she knew the property was non-electricity?

A. Satisfied. B. Astonished. C. Relieved. D. Refreshed.
6. When the author’s kids looked back on the life off the grid, they would recall the lesson that .
A. saving resources makes a difference B. life is beyond our expectation

C. city chaos will disappear sooner or later D. repair the house before it rains

7. What is the text mainly about?

A. How urgent it was to lead an environmental-friendly life.

B. How a family of urban-residents switched to a simple life.

C How significant it was to better adapt to a new environment.

D. How a carbon-free lifestyle has been promoted to the country.

[%4%])4 C 5.B 6. A 7.B

|

(

=
+¥d

]




[Fi5) AR —MIEACC, FEPHR TIEH — FK BT B R0 4E i g 2 1 RSB — szt /)
BZ . AR EL I E S B2 WA, BRI,

(4 @A

TR, ARFE L 55— B “Tired of the busy and chaotic life in Las Vegas, Nevada for nearly ten years, my
family and I decided to slow things down. We wanted to lead an environmental-friendly life.” (JRA% 7 i -+4F 3k
FE A SRR A AT R IR AL A 0E , SRR A JE g 128 . BAVEE — PR RIS ) LARCS
B “None of us felt that this could be accomplished where we were living and we all agreed that a move to the
country would be great for everyone.” (FATEGEAFEIRA ML 7 AT BRI — i, ATHU NS 2 T
KA NSRBI F o) AT AN, X K AIRE] — MRzt (1 /NELR BRI AT T — B R i 4 8 A0 - % C
i

[5 @]

i T . AR E 55 = Bt “When I called to inquire about the property, I was informed that there was no
electricity available in the area. What? No electricity? I almost denied the idea immediately.” (2437 HL 15 1 15477
BB, BB EHNZH XA . BAMm? WAH? RIVFD EHEINTEAEED AR, e
NI 5 A PRI, R BB TR, HOE B I

[6 @Ak

HEHAIWT R, ARYE A G —BL “Overall, going off the grid has been great for our family. I hope that once my kids
move out of the house, they will keep the habits that they have learned by living off the grid.” CE K, BIFH
PRI R YR . RAE, —HIRMZ I 25, A2 CRERARATIZE T B R 1) AR 136 b 95 B
M) WAL EFEHBEEZTHLHK. BASENEENE, 720G RERX R I Kk, A TE
RERIXANEO . ok A T

[7 @]

T B RS, RIECE KL —BL “Tired of the busy and chaotic life in Las Vegas, Nevada for nearly ten
years, my family and I decided to slow things down. We wanted to lead an environmental-friendly life.” (K&
AR SRAE P A P R T 4 T AT A i VR L AR 2R 38, R AN W@ U85 25 . JRAT AR — Bl R OR (1 4355
AL BERSCEVHR TEE — R AR TR E 28, d—MBEsaL. WaBRIER, B—FuilE
IR 5% B (e e ) 6 B P AR o E B T

2. [2024 BT HEBEB=4AF 10 H KBEEKHE]




From the world's last seven to a global population of more than 5,000, China spent near-ly 40 years bringing
back crested ibises(“k %) from the edge of extinction.

With its typical red crest and face, as well as a long black mouth and snow-white feath-ers, the crested ibis
is known as“the oriental gem”in China. They were once widespread in East Asia and Siberia until the 20th
century when hunting, ecological damage and increased human activities drove the birds to near extinction.

In 1981, the entire species around the world was down to the seven crested ibises which were found only in
Yangxian County, northwest China's Shaanxi Province, and deep in the Qinling Mountains, making Qinling, a
natural boundary between China's north and south,the last shelter of the wild birds.

Since 1981, the local government of Yangxian County has put forward four bans for the protection of the
species, prohibiting activities including hunting in the birds’ living areas,cutting down trees where they nest, using
chemicals in their food-finding areas, and firing guns in their breeding( % 5 ) areas. The Chinese government
arranged special funds to protect the habitat of crested ibises, sealing off mountains to plant trees in the birds’
living areas.China started the artificial breeding of crested ibises in 1991 and had bred more than 400 birds in
Shaanxi as of last year.

Years of constant effort have brought promising results. It is estimated that there are more than 5,000
crested ibises in the world now, and a majority of them live in Shaanxi. The bird’s habitat in China has risen from
less than 5 square km in 1981 to the current 15.000 square km.

“It is lucky that the crested ibis, an ancient bird, is still flying around,”’said Zan Linsen,head of the Shaanxi
Academy of Forestry.“The conservation story of crested ibises not only shows us the power of ancient life, but
also the necessity and urgency of ecologieal environ-ment protection.”

24. Why are the Qinling Mountains so important for crested ibises?

A. They used to be the last habitat of crested ibises. B. They are where crested ibises were first found.
C. They are the only breeding area of crested ibises. D. They protect crested ibises from natural enemies.
25. What can we conclude from paragraph 4?

A. Crested ibises are unlikely to be bred artificially.

B. It's legal to own hunting guns in Yangxian County.

C. Hunting has been the biggest threat to crested ibises.

D. The government plays a key role in saving crested ibises.

26. How does Zan Linsen feel about the conservation of crested ibises?

A. Merciful and ambitious. B. Relieved and happy.

C. Shocked and curious. D. Sorry and regretful.




27. What is a suitable title for the text?
A. Rare animals in China: crested ibises
B. Artificial breeding of crested ibises in China
C. Endangered crested ibises making a comeback
D. Crested ibises found again in the Qinling Mountains
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On December 23, 2022, Alexander and Andrea Campagna answered a hurried knock at their door. Their
home near Buffalo, New York, was struck by a deadly snowstorm, and a group of nine South Korean tourists (and
their driver) were trapped. The Campagnas welcomed them in and hosted them for a weekend. What followed was
a heartwarming story of sympathy and hospitality. By the end of their time with their guests, Alexander and
Andrea planned on visiting South Korea. This wasn’t an empty promise, either; the couple recently reunited with
their friends in their home country.

Alexander and Andrea boarded a ship on a 10-day all-expenses-paid tour of Seoul as guests of the Korea
Tourism Organization. It was a reward for the Buffalo couple’s kindness and an opportunity to promote travel to
the country. The visit included a series of Korean culture as well as its natural beauty. The Campagnas went to the
14th-century Gyeongbokgung Palace, walked through Gwanghwamun Square, and generally received the star
treatment. They dined at Michelin-recommended restaurants and went on private tours. This also included a
mountain hike and a visit to the Demilitarized Zone.

The wonderful trip was made complete with a reunion with six of the nine tourists who had come to their

door five months earlier. They shared a four-course meal at a restaurant in a traditional Korean house overlooking




the grand Changdeokgung Palace. There were happy tears; but most of all, there was gratitude. Everyone
felt like the chance meeting was fate (i712).

“To see everyone in Korea again is such a blessing,” Andrea told reporters in Seoul. “We’ve always had an
appreciation and interest in Korea. They ended up in the right place at the right time. Now we have people we can
call friends for a lifetime.”

24. What does the author intend to tell us in paragraph 1?

A. The weather conditions in Buffalo, New York.

B. South Korean tourists’ desire to visit New York.

C. An incident before the Campagnas made their plan.

D. A promise made by Alexander and Andrea Campagna.

25. During their stay in Seoul the Campagnas

A. were well treated wherever they went ~ B. spent much money on the sightseeing
C. travelled little but rested much at hotels D. stayed with the nine South Korean tourists
26. What’s the common feeling about the nine tourists and the Campagnas?

A. Concerned. B. Grateful. C. Anxious. D. Tolerant.

27. Which of the following can best agree with the story?

A. A friend in need is a friend indeed. B. God helps those who help themselves.

C. Where there is a will there is a way. D. One good turn deserves another.
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Velcro® is a hook-and-loop(#4 134, K41 1) device that is commonly found on a wide range of products,

such as shoes, jackets, and a lot of other equipment in offices, kitchens, and garages. It’s also the name of the

company that originally created the “thing” generally known as Velcro®.




George de Mestral, a Swiss electrical engineer, is the inventor of Velcro®. How he came to the idea of actually
making this thing that we call Velcro is a truly incredible story.

One fine morning in 1948, Mestral went for a walk with his dog. After returning from the walk, he found that
some seeds get stuck to the dog’s fur. However, the man’s attention was turned to his own trousers, where many
similar seeds also attached.

Upon closer examination, he observed that there were many small hooks in the seeds that stuck firmly to the
loops in the fabric of his trousers. The first idea for what would eventually become Velcro struck him like a
lightning. If he could artificially recreate the same thing, by making pairs of hooks-and-loops that stick to each other
firmly, then there would be almost no need to tie things up all the time to secure them, nor would zippers($7 5% ),
which were quite popular in those days, be necessary any longer. He decided to call the product he formed Velcro®.

Like many inventions, Velcro® also faced a great deal of criticism, but Mestral stood by his design and
continued to make structural changes to enhance its bonding strength. He worked with a Frenchman to come up with
a perfect hook -and-loop device. Mestral patented Velcro® in 1955.

Velcro didn’t do too well initially; much of that was due to its lack of aesthetic(3£2%]) appeal. It came in dull
colors and often looked quite “unattractive”. But soon, even NASA helped to boost Velcro®’s image by using it in
a lot of equipment that went into space along with astronauts.

4. What can we know about Velcro®?
A. It’s been edged out by zippers. B. It’s an established shoe brand.
C. It’s a nature inspired invention. D. It’s a hook commonly used in offices.
5. Which best describes George de Mestral?
A. Observant. B. Demanding.
C. Overconfident. D. Weather-beaten.
6. What was the public initial reaction to Velcro®?
A. Uncaring. B. Highly critical.
C. Positive. D. Fiercely divided.
7. What is the text mainly about?
A. A famous inventor. B. A remarkable creation.
C. An unexpected discovery. D. An unforgettable experience.
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A biker wearing a funny hat passes by a Charcoal Chicken shop. Two men wearing sunglasses edge around a

man lying on a street corner. A group of Hare Krishnas sing and play instruments as they dance.




These are three of many moments frozen in time by photographer Mary Hutchinson on Cuba St, perhaps
Wellington's most-wandered street-and certainly its coolest.

Last May, Hutchinson chose 60 Cuba St photos for her third book of black-and-white photography, Cuba
People, self-published to time with her exhibition at Cuba St's. Thistle Hall. Various passers-by recognized friends
in the prints, and told her about the people pictured. Some told those friends to stop by. “Three women from the
Hare Krishna photo came in, all excited,” she says. “They filmed me beside_the photo, and I photographed them
beside it. That was so much fun.”

Hutchinson photographs in black and white like the pioneers of street photography. Legally, you can
photograph anyone in public, but often she asks permission first or-when the moment's about to be
gone-afterwards. The vast majority says yes, and she offers to email them copies. “Sometimes, people are
unaware they've been photographed, but I make a judgment about whether they'll mind or not.”

Hutchinson says she wants to be “a voice for the unfamous people”. Consequently, homeless people, beggars
and addicts populate the pages of Cuba People and her book Newtown Forever, which accompanied her
exhibition at the Newtown Festival. “That's partly because 1 see those people around, and partly because they
often get blanked by people like me. I want to balance that out a bit.”

“I want to show our shared human nature and the contrasting lifestyles in our urban communities,” she says.
“I once photographed an old man with amazing eyes. I didn't know him but a friend did, and she gave his family a
copy after he died. That's what moves me: the times in life when something unexpectedly joins up.”

24. Which of the following could be seen in “the photo” underlined in paragraph 3?

A. People dancing and singing.  B. A bicyclist passing by a shop.

C. Hutchinson and the three women.  D. The exhibition at Cuba St's Thistle Hall.

25. What is the probable reason why Hutchinson asks permission to photograph someone?
A. It is required by law. B. It is required in Wellington.

C. She wants to show respect for them. D. She wants to attract their attention.

26. What is the main purpose of Cuba People?

A. To promote street photography. B. To present a colorful urban life.

C. To show what happens on Cuba St. D. To get ordinary people known to the public.
27. What can we infer about the photo of the old man?

A. It is related to country life. B. It caused some unexpected problems.

C. It reminds people of good times in life.  D. It turned out to be precious to his family.
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In India, vendors (/M) travel around with iron boxes full of hot coals which they use to iron clothes. Vinisha
Umashankar noticed that six of these vendors were present in her town of Tiruvannamalai, when she was 12 years
old. Concerned about the environmental effect of burning charcoal (K 7<), the young lady went to work designing
an innovative solution: a solar-powered ironing cart (/N 4%) attached to a bicycle. Now at age 15, her idea has
turned into a real invention.

Umashankar became interested in science from a young age. At age eight, she learned of the climate crisis,
which drove her to come up with a clean-energy solution to the ironing vendors in India. In 2019, the then-tween
spent months researching college-level physics to learn about solar panels. She made a design for a bicycle car with
solar panels to power a steam iron. Her design received recognition at the National Innovation Foundation, which
assigned engineers to help her create the cart, known as the Iron-Max.

The cart stores sunshine in a battery for cloudy days. Five hours of sunshine provide enough energy for six
hours of ironing. The bike also has a cellphone charging port so the vendor can earn extra income by charging for a
charge. The Iron-Max is free from the matter and greenhouse gases released by the traditional coal carts.

The invention had entered several international competitions. Umashankar was one of 15 finalists at the
first-ever Earthshot Prize. Although she did not win the prize, she was the youngest finalist in the “Clean Our Air”
category. She also won last year’s Children’s Climate Prize.

With her invention, Umashankar made a powerful five-minute speech at COP26, the UN’s climate summit,
which has been making headlines. Umashankar said in her speech, “You are deciding whether or not we will have a
chance to live in a habitable world. You are deciding whether or not we are worth fighting for, worth supporting, and
worth caring for.”

4. Why did Umashankar design a solar-powered ironing cart?
A. To free vendors from carrying heavy boxes.

B. To promote the sales of clean-energy bicycles.

C. To attract more vendors to her town to iron clothes.

D. To reduce the environmental effect of burning charcoal.

5. What is paragraph 2 mainly about?

A. What vendors in India need most. B. What makes the Iron-Max popular.




C. How Umashankar made her invention. D. How Umashankar finished her college
6. What can be inferred about the Iron-Max?
A. It fails to work on cloudy days. B. It is not attached to a bicycle.
C. It has gained some recognition. D. It can still lead to air pollution
7. Which of the following can best describe Umashankar?
A. A modest speaker. B. A hard-working vendor.
C. A talented engineer. D. A practical environmentalist.
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There are many ecosystems that are truly suffering from damage. One of the solutions to the problem is that
they can be restored (& &) by reintroducing some animal species. A study shows if you introduce right large
mammals (' FL2)%), you can successfully restore a lot of the planet.

Some roles that species play in the environment are extremely important, so the loss of any of these can break
the ecological balance. So on the other hand, it means that reintroducing a species can produce positive results.
When a few wolves were reintroduced to Yellowstone Park, it became one of the most successful examples to prove
the reintroduced species did help restore the ecosystem. Dr. Carly, a scientist, along with her team, was able to
identify 20 kinds of mammals that could help restore a lot of what we’ve destroyed in nature if reintroduced. The
species benefit the nature in different ways like helping renew soil and grass.

The team compared environments of 500 years ago with conditions of modern environments. And they figured
out that only 16% of the world still has undamaged wild mammals communities, and just 6% looks similar to what
it looked like before 1500. They believed that undamaged mammals communities can easily be swollen through
reintroduction program, especially in South America and northern areas of Africa.

In Europe, reintroducing wolf, bison, and reindeer could really make a great impact. However, just wolves and
wild horses could make a difference to Asia. “Our recommendations may not be suitable everywhere in the
world—Ilocal assessments (¥ fiti ) must be made to decide whether to start a reintroduction program or not. If
hunting pressures within different species, shortage of food are still problems, they need solving first. However, our

findings show there are huge areas of the world that could be suitable for large mammal restoration if other




problems are managed,” said Dr. Carly.

24. What role did the wolves play in Yellowstone Park?
A. Attracting some other animal species.
B. Keeping the balance of the ecosystem.
C. Creating better soil for other animals.
D. Preventing more visits to the park.
25. What does the underlined word “swollen” in paragraph 3 mean?
A. Planned. B. Cut. C. Controlled. D. Increased.
26. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A. The more species reintroduced, the better for the local area.
B. It is almost impossible for the damaged nature to be restored.
C. Reintroducing species must be based on the local conditions.
D. Providing enough food for reintroduced species is a challenge.
27. In which part of a website may the text appear?
A. Environment. B. Culture. C. Health. D. History.
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became one of the most successful examples to prove the reintroduced species did help restore the ecosystem.
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