





s Oscar Wilde (16 October 1854 - 30
November 1900) was an Irish writer and
poet. After writing in different forms
throughout the 1880s, he became one of

London's most popular

nlaywrights in the

early 1890s. Wilde's fat

ner was a doctor

and his mother was poet. they exerted an

imperceptible influence
in literature and arts.

on his inspiration



= From 1871 to 1874, Oscar Wilde was
educated at Trinity College (2t=—%
%), Dublin, and later at Oxford(1874-
1878). Although he won humerous
academic prizes, he avoided the normal
pursuits of academic life.

s While at Oxford, he fell under the
influence of the doctrine of "art for
art's sake".




Aestheticism

Aestheticism is a Victorian literary movement
that was begun in the late 19th century.

Followers of the movement

Walter Pater’s statement

IS @ good summary of
aestheticism.

The movement had its roots in France, but it
gained widespread importance in England in
the last half of the nineteenth century, where it
helped change the Victorian practice of
including moral lessons in literature.

Oscar Wilde is one of the best-known




Aestheticism

s Devoted to a school of thought and a
mode of sensibility known as
aestheticism, Wilde believed that art
possesses an intrinsic value—that it is
beautiful and therefore has worth and
does not need to serve any other
purpose, be it moral or political.

s The purpose of art was to guide life, and
to do this it must concern itself only with
the pursuit of beauty.




Aestheticism

s [his attitude was revolutionary in
Victorian England, where popular belief
held that art was not only a function of
morality but also a means of enforcing
it.

s Wilde believed that the artist should
hold forth higher ideals, and that
pleasure and beauty would replace
utilitarian ethics.



Main works

= Novels
The Picture of Dorian Gray(G&E#k-#% & 1 HE %)

= Fairy tales
The happy prince ('K F )

The nightingale and the rose (&% 53%74%)
The selfish Giant (HFAKE )
The fisherman and his soul i AR i) RE8)
The star-child (E¥%)

s Poems
Poems(iF4E)

Sphinx (325 5. 3)
The Ballad of Reading Gaol(Fi T Wik &)



= Dramas
Vera(741)
Lady Windermere s Fan (/> @545 & 1)

The Duchess of Padualli#8 FL A B R A
Salomé (¥5R3)
A Woman of No Importance CEREBERZ N)

The Importance of Being Earnest(iA & i) 5 E )
An Ideal Husband(FEAE ]S k%)

= Essays
The Soul of Man Under Socialism(#t<3 XN AH R
)

x Letters
De Profundis(EH 5 )




Sexuality

s Wilde's sexual orientation has variously
been considered bisexual or gay. He had
significant sexual relationships with Frank
Miles, Constance Lloyd (Wilde's wife),
Robbie Ross, and Lord Alfred Douglas
(known as "Bosie"). Wilde also had
numerous sexual encounters with young
working-class men, who were often male
prostitutes.



Place: Oxford
Date: summer 1893

probably

Place: Oxford
Date: summer 1893




s In 1895, Wilde was arrested for
"gross indecency" G®HEIRFE) . He ws
then imprisoned for two-year hard labor
and he received daily visits from Lord
Alfred Douglas.




m [0 live is the rarest thing in the
world. Most peole exist, that is all.
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s there are only two tragedies in life:
onhe is not getting what one wants,
and the other is getting it.
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