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Motoball—a New and Dangerous Sport
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What do you get when you combine football and motorcycles?The answer 1s
Motoball,a sport generally unknown in America,but fairly popular? in
Europe.As you can guess,it” s not a nice game.Right from noise to smoke,the
brave players perform® on their motorcycles.Motoball is a terrible version(hi 4~
) of soccer.The new sport 1s largely played in Europe,where many countries even
have national teams.Some of the best Motoball players in the world are from

Russia.



A Motoball match 1s played on a regular football field,complete with goal
posts.There are two teams of five players each—four riders and a goalie,who
is the only one not riding a bike.The players on motorcycles chase® a large

ball that 1s 40cm 1n diameter and weighs about one kilogramme.As the bikers

speed towards the ball,they stop the motorcycle with just one foot and draw

the other foot back to kick the ball. The matches are judged by two

referees,assisted® by two linesmen.A match is divided® up into four 20-

minute periods.



The goalies stand 1n a red area that 1s marked as a driver-free zone.The
rest of the grass,mud or concrete field 1s pretty much free for the riders to tear
after the ball,at speeds as high as 65 miles per hour.There are a few rules set in
place that prevent® the players from getting hurt.

Today,several Motoball championships are held in Europe,including the
European Nations Championship,the Coupe de France,European Champion
Clubs” Cup and more.Needless to say,the leading nation almost every year is

Russia,closely followed by France.
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As the bikers speed towards the ball,they stop the motorcycle with just one
foot and draw the other foot back to kick the ball.
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What do you think of Motoball?

Fobv

= 3= As far as | am concerned,Motoball 1s very exciting but a little dangerous.
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1.What do we know about Neil Armstrong?

A.He 1s a famous football player.
He gave football new rules.

.He invented football.
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.He 1s an astronaut.
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2.What makes football popular all over the world?
It 1s simple to play.
It can be played freely.

It can have hair inside.

It can be made of plastic bags.
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3.Why does the author use the game between British and German soldiers 1n
19147

A.To show that 1t 1s popular all over the world.

B.Because it 1s a creative and exciting sport.

C.Because 1t can break down walls and bring people together.

D.Because 1t can bring peace to people all over the world.

Ex C

4.What does the word “conflict”’(Para.4) most probably mean?
A.Experience. B.Fighting. C.Cooperation. D.Peace.
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Para 1: Football en_]oys
1popularitya]] over the world
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' Para3: Itisagame Para4: Football
with 4. creativity 1s one of the best |
and 5. excitement . ‘ways to 6. communicate

to play. Joiy /

Para 5: Football is much more
than just a sport.

Para2: Itisa
2 simple and
3. cheap game
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1That football 1s such a simple game to play 1s perhaps the basis of its
popularity.(Z{#1P26)
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Don’ t evaluate a person on the basis of appearance.
AZIFEN .
The theory seems to have no basis 1n fact.
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