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Healthcare industry overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: In 2022, the total medical expenditure in South Korea amounted to approximately 102.4 trillion South Korean won. This represents an increase from the previous year. Total expenditure has increased steadily since 2012, up by over 114 percent from 
around 47.8 trillion won. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): HIRA; NHIS 
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Total medical expenditure in South Korea from 2012 to 2022 (in trillion 
South Korean won)
Total medical expenditure South Korea 2012-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/978884/south-korea-total-medical-expenditure


Description: In 2022, South Koreans spent approximately 4.6 thousand U.S. dollars per capita on health. Health spending is defined by the OECD as the cost of health care goods and services. In the preceding year, Koreans spent an average of 4.2 thousand dollars. 
With per capita spending steadily increasing over the past decade, it has now surpassed the 2019 OECD average of over four thousand dollars. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2022; * Preliminary. According to the source, health spending measures the final consumption of health care goods and services and excluding expenditure on investments. Figures have been rounded. The source did [...] Read more
Source(s): OECD 
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Annual expenditure on health per capita in South Korea from 2012 to 
2022 (in 1,000 U.S. dollars)
Spending on health per capita South Korea 2012-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/976179/south-korea-spending-on-health-per-capita
http://www.statista.com/statistics/976179/south-korea-spending-on-health-per-capita


Description: In 2022, the total health expenditure in South Korea accounted for approximately 9.7 percent of South Korea's Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This was a slight increase from the previous year's share, making it the highest share in the past decade. 
Overall, this share indicates that as the GDP grew, health spending grew at an even faster rate. Korea's GDP per capita was estimated to have dropped to around 32.3 thousand U.S. dollars in 2022, an increase from around 19 thousand dollars in [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): OECD 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f G
D

P

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

9.0%

10.0%

11.0%

5

South Korea's national health expenditure as a percent of GDP from 2000 
to 2022
Health spending as percent of GDP in South Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/647320/health-spending-south-korea


Description: In 2021, the South Korean government's public health insurance program National Health Insurance Service (NHIS) made up around 65 percent of the total medical expenditure that year. The remaining 35 percent of medical costs were taken on by 
private insurance companies. The NHIS has taken on a slowly increasing share of the total medical expenses. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2021
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea); OECD; Statistics Korea 
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Distribution of total medical expenditure in South Korea in 2021, by type 
of health insurance
Distribution of medical expenses in South Korea 2021, by health insurance type

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1325722/south-korea-distribution-of-medical-costs-by-insurance-type


Description: In 2021, there were over 51.4 million beneficiaries of National Health Insurance policies in South Korea. This represents a slight increase compared to the previous year. The total amount of beneficiaries has slowly been increasing over the past decade, up 
rom around 49.3 million in 2011. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2021
Source(s): HIRA; KOSIS; NHIS 
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Total number of annual beneficiaries of National Health Insurance policies 
in South Korea from 2011 to 2021 (in millions)
Total amount of National Health Insurance beneficiaries South Korea 2011-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1325426/south-korea-yearly-number-of-national-health-insurance-beneficiaries


Description: In 2021, around 80.8 percent of households in South Korea held subscriptions to private health insurances. While the government's public health insurance program National Health Insurance covers the basics, it is common to pay for additional private 
health insurance to receive more comprehensive coverage. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2021
Source(s): KIHASA; KOSIS 
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Overall rate of subscription of households to private health insurances in 
South Korea from 2011 to 2021
Average household subscription rate to private health insurance South Korea 2011-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1326439/south-korea-total-household-private-health-insurance-subscription-rate
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breakdown
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Description: In 2022, there were around 100.4 thousand healthcare providers in South Korea. While this represents an increase from the previous year, it was also the first time the number of providers exceeded 100 thousand. Between 2000 and 2022 there was a 
roughly 62.5 percent increase in the number of active healthcare providers. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): HIRA; NHIS 
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Number of healthcare providers in South Korea from 2000 to 2022 (in 
1,000s)
Number of healthcare providers South Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/978633/south-korea-health-care-providers-number


Description: In 2021, there were around 33.8 thousand clinics in South Korea. Out of a total of around 71.4 thousand medical institutions, most were clinics. Other common types of such institutions included clinics specializing in dental medicine and traditional Korean 
medicine. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2021
Source(s): HIRA; MOHW (South Korea) 
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Total number of hospitals and clinics in South Korea in 2021, by type of 
institution
Number of hospital and clinics South Korea 2021, by type of institution

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1316614/south-korea-amount-of-hospitals-and-clinics-by-institution-type


Description: In 2021, the number of emergency medical centers in South Korea reached 404. Compared to the number in the previous year, it increased by one but decreased by 57 compared to the number of centers in 2011 of 461. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2009 to 2021
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea) 
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Number of emergency medical center in South Korea from 2009 to 2021
Number of emergency medical center South Korea 2009-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1419996/emergency-medical-center-number


Description: In 2021, there were 1,494 psychiatrists working in South Korea. The most common type of mental health care facility were mental rehabilitation facilities, with 346 operating in the country that year. Overall, there were 2,443 facilities related to mental 
health care active in South Korea that year, down from 2,661 a year prior. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2021
Source(s): National Center for Mental Health 
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Total number of mental health care facilities in South Korea in 2021, by 
type
Amount of mental health care facilities in South Korea 2021, by type

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1264425/south-korea-number-of-mental-health-care-centers-by-type


Description: In 2021, the number of medical rehabilitation facilities in South Korea amounted to 18. The number of rehabilitation facilities was the same as those of 2013, 2014, 2015, and the previous year. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2013 to 2021
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea) 
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Number of the medical rehabilitation facilities in South Korea from 2013 to 
2021
Number of the medical rehabilitation facilities South Korea 2013-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421016/south-korea-medical-rehabilitation-facilities-number


Description: In 2021, the total number of community rehabilitation facilities for the disabled in South Korea amounted to 1,568. In comparison, the number in the previous year was listed as a smaller number of 1,519. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2013 to 2021
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea) 
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Number of the community rehabilitation facilities for the disabled in South 
Korea from 2013 to 2021
Number of the community rehabilitation facilities South Korea 2013-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421000/south-korea-number-of-rehabilitation-facilities-for-the-disabled


Description: In 2021, the number of elderly care facilities for in-home care services in South Korea reached 35,444. Except for the number of 19,505 in 2011, the number of facilities followed a gradually increasing trend since 2012. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2021
Source(s): MOHW (South Korea) 
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Number of facilities for in-home long-term care for the elderly in South 
Korea from 2011 to 2021
Number of in-home care facilities for the elderly South Korea 2011-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1421600/south-korea-in-home-care-benefits-facilities-number
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Description: In 2022, there were around 24.1 thousand healthcare providers in Seoul, South Korea. The capital city had the most health care providers, followed by Gyeonggi (Gyeonggi Province) at about 22.5 thousand and the port city of Busan at roughly 7.1 
thousand. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2022
Source(s): HIRA; NHIS 
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Number of healthcare providers in South Korea in 2022, by province (in 
1,000s)
Number of healthcare providers South Korea 2022, by province

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1345276/south-korea-health-care-providers-number-by-province


Description: In 2021, there were around 18.3 thousand hospitals and clinics operating in Seoul, South Korea. Out of a total of around 71.4 thousand such medical institutions, most were active in the capital city. Other regions with a high amount of hospitals and clinics 
included the Gyeonggi Province and the port city of Busan. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2021
Source(s): HIRA; MOHW (South Korea) 
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Total number of hospitals and clinics in South Korea in 2021, by province 
(in 1,000s)
Number of hospital and clinics South Korea 2021, by province

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1316610/south-korea-amount-of-hospitals-and-clinics-by-province
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