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Kunqu

Kunqu,also known as Kunju,Kun Opera or Kunqu Opera,is one of the
oldest extant? forms of Chinese opera.It evolved® from the Kunshan
melody,and dominated® Chinese theatre from the 16th to the 18th
centuries.Kunqu originated® in the Wu cultural area.

Kunqu boasts a 600-year history and 1s known as the “teacher” or
“mother” of a hundred operas,because of its influence on other Chinese theatre
forms,including Peking Opera.lt appeared 1n the second Golden Era of

Chinese drama,but by the early twentieth century it had nearly disappeared.



One of the major literary forms of the Ming and Qing dynasties was
Chuangi drama,originating from the South.Chuangi,an old form of dramatic®
opera,originated from Nanxi in the late 14th century before Kunqu
arose.However,in the late 16th century,Kunqu started to dominate large part of

Chinese drama.Plays that continue to be famous today.including The Peony

Pavilion and The Peach Blossom Fan,were originally written for the Kunqu

stage.In addition,many classical Chinese novels and stories,such as Romance
of the Three Kingdoms,Water Margin and Journey to the West were adapted

very early into dramatic pieces.



Today,Kunqu 1s performed professionally in seven Mainland Chinese
cities:Beijing, Shanghai,Suzhou,Nanjing,Chenzhou, Yongjia County/Wenzhou
and Hangzhou,as well as in Taipei.Non-professional opera societies are active
in many other cities in China and abroad,and opera companies occasionally©
tour.

Kunqu was listed as one of the Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 2001.Its melody or tune is one of the

Four Great Characteristic Melodies in Chinese Opera.
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Plays that continue to be famous today,including The Peony Pavilion and The

Peach Blossom Fan,were originally written for the Kunqu stage.
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1.How does the author support his 1dea that Kunqu Opera started to dominate
large part of Chinese drama 1n the late 16th century?

2.Have you ever seen any Peking Opera? What do you think of 1t?
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1. opera n. Al

2. movement .13/, 511E
3..aspect n.J7h

4. female adj. 2 (1)1
5.technique  n.$5 75, Fyk




6.transform v {5 i W (AR T A5 4L,
7.energetic  adj. ¥ 71 7R i B, i i 71
8.clap v.AH(TF), B(E)

9.edge n. %%
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11.version n.
12.string n.
13.exaggerated adj.
14.universe n.
15.1ncredible adj.
16.grief n.

17.explosive adj.
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18.emotion n.5% Z )% B—_emotional  adj. |65 1,2 BN HY
19.combine v.(1¥) 45 & ,(fF)4 & — cambination n.4i&,4 &

20.poetry n. b, wFak—_poet n.F AN—_ poetic  qdj.iRFER i
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1.be ftull of confidence Te w5 L

2.Peking Opera sl

3.date back to y(=RIES
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6.at first HCA)
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be familiar with

be similar in

quite a few

combine ... with ...

find out

make a comparison
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1.What do we know from the first paragraph?

A.The author majored in English literature at university.
B.Shakespeare’ s Hamlet is popular all over the world.

C.The author had seen Peking Opera before.

D.The Peking Opera version of Hamlet spread worldwide.
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2.What made the author amazed when watching Peking Opera?
A.The traditional Chinese instruments.

B.An instrument with two strings called jinghu.

C.The costumes and masks of the actors.

D.The exaggerated movements and mime.
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3.What did the author like best about the play?

A.The unique voice of the actresses.

.The movements of the performers.

.The music made by Chinese instruments.

11

.The screen with Chinese characters.
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4.What does the phrase “on the edge of my seat” probably mean?
A.Very anxious. B.Really puzzled.
C.Quite interested.  D.Very excited.

Fobv
ax D



NIREY=Erg )
58] EP38—P39 PR PN 2%, JE VG S E 28 )
Two clues of the text:

1.The order of __ time :before the performance—during the

performance—after the performance

2.Change of feelings:confident—curious—_surprised —impressed




D

RER

ERE S




I EAiRC

1Dating back to the 18th century,Peking Opera has over two hundred years of
history.(Z{#1P38)
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@ date back to=date from B F. ... .. /i hn e

The old town dates back to the late seventeenth century.
XA Z IR R & T 1T DR

My interest in stamp collecting dates from/back to my school days.
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There 1s a wooden tower dating back to the Qing Dynasty 1n the village.

M7 BEA BRI AR
The South Lake Park in Changchun,dating back to 1933.1s located 1n the

southwestern part of the city.
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We are keeping up to date with the latest developments.
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